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Branson: I lost lottery after 
refusing to fund the Tones 


RICHARD BRANSON yesterday 
indicated that he lost the con- 
tract to run the National Lottery 


nation to the Gaservafoe Party 

In an interview with The In- 
dependent, 'which is certain to 
inflame the debate over party 
funding, Mr Branson told of a 
“bizarre” invitation to dine with 
the farmer prime minister John 
Major when the lottery contract 
was up for grabs. 

During the interview, Mr 
Branson also described in de- 
tail bow hints were regularly 


By Steve boggan and 
Jeremy Warner 

dropped that he would receive 
“favours” - possibly honours - 
if he made a donation. 

Mr Branson received the 
dinner invitation via a senior 
party fundraiser who, during a 
telephone call, claimed to be 
“dose to the director-general erf 
Oflot" - the lottery regulator. 

He said: “I had fhia bizarre 
call during the process of the 
lottery just before the decision 
was made. It was from a senior 


fundraiser for the Tory party 
who ashed if I wanted to have 
dinner with a senior person in 
the party.” 

Asked whether that figure 
was Mr MajtH; Mr Branson con- 
firmed it was. He continued: “I 
wrote back and said I did not 
think itwas a good idea. I felt it 
would be invidious at that time: 
It was an .unnecessary can. 

“There was something else 
during the conversation [from 
toe fundraiser] when 1 was told 
that the caller knew the direc- 
tor-general of Oflot very weH I 


was uncomfortable with that” 
However; Mr Branson said he 
felt the fundraiser; whom he re- 
fused to name^ was acting with- '■ 
out the knowledge Mr Major. 

“I like John Major;" he said. , 
“I do notthink he would have, 
behaved like that I thought he 
was being used,” 

There was widespread sur- 
prise four years ago when Mr 
Branson’s rwn-pro&nakmglot- 
tery bid lost out to Camelot The 
Virgin tycoon revealed last year 
how GuyShowden, chairman of 
GTech, part of toe Camelot 


consortium, had offered him a 
bribe to drop out of toe race, but 
he famously refused He won a 
libel case against Mr Snowden 
in June this year 

Mr Branson, 47, said he was 
regularly offered hints of hon- 
ours in return for donations. “It 
was fundraisers who ap- 
proached never ministers - 
they always put people be- 
tween them," he said 

Asked whether he had ever 
been e^fidtty offered a knight- 
hood or another honour; Mr 
Branson replied; “It was never 


that dear cut Everything was 
. done by innuendo. It was made 
dear that if I scratched their 
back they would scratch mine. 

“It was made dear that ei- 
ther you were a friend of toe 
party or you were not a friend . 
of toe party - . Obrioustyfiiends 
would benefit Clearly donating 
was Imp o rtant ” - 
• Mr; Branson is arguably 
Britain’s most suocessfiil busi- 
nessmen bat he has never been 
honoured - even, though he is 
expected to be recognised, with- 
in toe next couple of years. 


Labour turned down bis nom- 
ination by the TVuy leader; 
wmiam Hague, for toe last 
New Yfearis Honours List' 

Mr Bransotfs book, Losing 
My Wrgmsty: TheAutobtogra - 
pity, is pubfished next week but 
he said yesterday toat he could 
not recall whether he had 
named the fundraisers who 
hinted at favours. 

“Hopefully; toe new Conser- 
vative Party win show they are 
above this kind of thing;” he said. 
“Whichever party is in power; 
toeygdtoemoueyandtheydo 


not want to change the system, 
but it has to be changed.” 

He said he believed state 
fending of parties should be 
considered. “At the very least, 
all donations should be in- 
stancy published,” he said. 

A spokesman for toe Tory 
party sakk “The Conservative 
Party never accepts donations 
with strings attached and has 
never done so." 

Branson’s battle; 
Honours for favours, page 2 
Leading article. 
Renew; page 3 


,r Clinton’s 
message 
of peace 
to Omagh 


THE PEOPLE of the battered 
town of Omagh yesterday put 
aside their grief for a day, bull- 
ing out in their thousands to 
extend a warm welcome to Bill 
Clinton. 

The beleaguered American 
President’s visit to toe County 
Tyrone town, with Hillary Clin- 
ton and Tbny and Cherie Blair; 
was the focal point of a one-day 
visit which emphasised con- 
tinuing US support for the 
peace process. 

The two couples spent a har- 
rowing hour in an Omagh gym- 
nasium meeting relatives of 
some of toe 28 people killed by a 
bomb planted by toe so-called 
Real IRA earlier this month. 
They also met many of the in- 
jured, induifingayoung girl who 
had both eyes covered with ban- 
dages and a buy with bandaged 
hands. Some had been released 
from hospital for the day. 

The Clintons and the Blairs 
were said to have been deeply 
moved by the experience. Tony 
Blair's spokesman said he had 
found toe courage and deter- 
mination of toe people inspira- 
tional, adding: “Just as on the 
Prime Minister's previous visit 
to Omagh, many of the people 
told him to keep going with the 
peace process.” 

This sentiment summed up 
(be message delivered by Mr 
Clinton in a number of speeches 
during the day He said of the 
chance of peace: “Do not let it sfy 

away It will not come again in our 
lifetimes. Give your leaders the 

support they need to make the 
hard, but necessaiy decisions. 

“There wifi be hard roads 

ahead The terror m Omagh was 

not the last bomb of the Trou- 
bles. It was the opening shot of 
a vicious attack cm the peace. 
The question is not whether 
there wfil be more bonds ami 
mmeattempte to undo with vi- 
olence five verdict of the ballot 

box. There wen may be.” 


form, the Prime Minister called 


risks "even when dose sup- 
porters criticise'' and to stow 


By David mcKhtrick 
I reland Correspondent 

the Ulster Unionists’ leader; 
David Trimble, some of whose 
colleagues are expressing 
opposition to moves towards a 
meeting with Sinn Fein’s pres- 
ident, Gerry Adams. 

This key political set-piece of 
the day, at Belfast's recently 
built Waterfront Hall brought 
a moment which might be char- 
acterised either as a con- 
frontation or the beginnings of 
engagement In what was sera 
as a tough speech, Mr Trimble 
declared: “I say to those who 
are crossing the bridge from 
terror to democracy. Every 
move you make towards peace, 
1 welcome. If you take toe road 
of peace and do so in genuine 
good faith, you will find me a 
willing leader in that journey.” 

He also warned, however; 
toat if the war was realty over 
there could be no justification 
for bolding on to illegal 
weapons, saying he could not 
reconcile seeking positions in 
government with a failure to dis- 
mantle terrorist organisations. 

As he delivered these stric- 
tures he repeatedly glanced in 
the direction of Geny Adams 
ami Martin McGuinness of Sinn 
Fein, who were seated in toe 
front row of the audience. The oc- 
casion was thus one of visual, if 
not yet verbal engagement. 

Earlier, Mr Clinton met 
members of the Belfast As- 
sembly. which he commended 

as a key part of the Good Fri- 
day Agreement and toe peace 
process. He was afterwards to 
be seen in less formal mood, 
taking tea with the Northern 
Ireland Secretary Mo Mowlam, 
and Mr Trimble. 

In Omagh, Hillary Clinton 
laid flowers at a plaque which 
has been temporarily placed 
on a stone plinth dose to toe 
spot where the bomb exploded. 
Tie Clintons and Blairs walked 
through Market Street, spend- 
ing longer than had been 
expected meeting local people. 

Real IRA told to disband; 

A troubled visit, page 4 

Terror Bill debate, page 8 
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229 dead as 
jet crashes 


SAIR PILOTS issued toe 
date distress caD “Pam 


theSrport 


yesterday. . : ' 

But their tone raif tJtrt Iff 
minutes too ekrty as the MD- 
ll jet -many of its passengers 
already dressed in life jackets 
as smoke poured into the cock- 
pit -plunged into SieAflantic off 
toe coast of the eastern Cana- 
dian province Nova Scotia. 

The plane had been bound 
from New Ybrk to Geneva with * 
229 people on board, including 
214 passengers. 

While some 40 bodies had 
been recovered last night, al- 


By Andrew Marshall 
P eggy’s Cave, Nova Scotia 

most ail hope of finding sur- 
_ yiv ors of the .crash had been 
abandoned It was the worst 
disaster in Switzerland's avia- 
tion history and echoes toe 
crash of TWA 800 off Long is- 
land just over two years ago, 
which had also left New Ybrk 
bound for Europe. 

As distraught relatives and 
friends of those on board .toe 
MD-1L three-engined aircraft 
gathered in airports in both 
Newark and Geneva, investi- 
gators last night said they had 
no indication that the accident 
had been the work of terrorists. 

Last flight of the 
TIN shuttle’, page 3 
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Website: mnv.charftycard.org 
I've recently discovered a new way of giving to charity - new 
to me, anyway. It means all the causes you support can have 
extra money. It's the CharityCard. 

first you decide how much you 
want to give to charity. You pay that 
money into your own CharityCard 
account You can open an account 
with as little as £10 a month or with 
a one-off sum of £250. Then the tax 
man adds more to it 

This means you have what 
you've already put in, plus an extra 23% to 
give awavl Now, dial's what I call a good idea! 

YOUR PERSONAL CHOICE OF CHARITKS 

You can . use the CharityCard for making personal donations 
over the phone or by pest. You'll also receive a special Charity- 
'Chequebook' arid you can even arrange standing orders for 
regular gifts. And with the CharityCard you can now give on 


line too, take a look at www.diarifcycard.arg 

Who you give to, how much you give and when you 
do it are afl entirely ; up to you. You can make donations to 
absolutely any charity you choose, big or small. 


TIME TO CHANGE YOUR MIND? 

Isn't It time you changed your mind about giving to charity? 
Call free now or use the coupon provided. 


Cm 


President Bill Clinton and his wife. Hfllary surveying bomb-damaged shops in Omagh J Scott Applewhite 


* CSve Anderson 
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FIND OUT MORE, CALL FREE 

0800 99 33 11, DO IT TODAY!” 


Please send me more i nf or mation about the CharityCard 

Mr/Mra/Ms initials- 

Surname 

Address 


■ Postcode . Tel no.. 

® Pt*»e swHMscompteted coupon to: 

| CharityCard. PO Box 1025. 




Stratford Upon Avon CV37 9GH 
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Cash for favours: Branson’s Lottery claims are latest in a line of political sleaze charges- 


Lottery gamblers who lost 


THE FIREWORKS began to 
erupt over Tower Bridge one 
November morning in 1994 
when the National Lottery was 
launched, and still they explode. 

Camelot had beaten its rival 
bidders, led by Richard Bran- 
son, and had won the rights to 
milk the money cow. But since 
then Camelot has staggered 
from one publicity disaster to 
the next- many of them caused 
by Branson, who has refused to 
take his defeat lying down. 

The real problems for Cam- 
elot, then part run by the Amer- 
ican lottery specialist GTech, 
began in December 1995, when 
a critical BBC Panorama pro- 
gramme edndded with a West- 
minster select committee 
interrogation of tbe Lottery's 
regulator Peter Davis of Ofloti 

The star interviewee of the 
Panorama programme, Rich- 
ard Branson, daimed that Gqy 
Snowden, the chief executive 
officer of GTech, had offered 
him a bribe aimed, said Bran- 
son, for him to stay out of the 
race for the lottery licence. 

Meanwhile Mr Davis admit- 
ted to MPs that he, and his dep- 
uty, had accepted free flights on 
GTech corporate jets dining a 
visit to America in October 
1994. Mr Davis further admit- 
ted to staying at the home of a 
GTech director. 

Guy Snowden took the 
plunge and issued a libel writ 
against Branson - a risky ven- 
ture, given Branson’s public 
popularity at the time. Branson 
characteristically went for a 
heavy counter-attack, issuing a 
writ against Snowden. 

In February of this year the 
case came to court. The result 
of the contest between the plau- 
sible and suave 47-year-old 
Branson and the overweight 53- 
year-old Snowden, who looked 
like a bit player in GoorgeOas, 
was fairly predictable. Snowden 
was sensationally ousted fay 
Branson and left to pick up an 
estimated Wm bill for legal 


ByraulLashmar 


costs when a jury decided he did 
try to bribe the Virgin tycoon. 

In true Branson style, every- 
one’s favourite tycoon celebrat- 
ed with champagne and he 
announced that all his£ 100,000 
libel damages against the 
American lottery magnate 
would go to charity. He declar- 
ed: “We said from the outset 
that we would place our trust 
in tee judgement ofa jury where 
all the evidence surrounding 
these events would be heard in 
public and under oath.” 

The Heritage Minister Chris 
Smith and Lottery regulator 
Peter Davis demanded Snow- 
den’s resignation immediately 
after the High Court verdict 
Within minutes, he said he was 
quitting. Outside court Mr 
Snowden said: “I think that 
probably standing down from 
the Camelot board is the right 
thing to do at this point" 

In the fallout the largely dis- 
credited Ofiot chief Peter Davis 
was required to fell on his 
sword by Chris Smith. 

The lottery has become a 
personal issue with Branson, 
and he is determined to get the 
concession. He has even offered 
to run it so all the profits go to 
charity. He claims: “The lottery 
is a licence to print money. One 
of the interesting facts to em- 
erge from the case was that 
those running the lottery are 
extracting a billion pounds in 
profite both as shareholders and 
suppliers to it - a billion that 
could have gone to charity.” 

Now Branson’s mage touch 
looks rather mare tainted than 
it did two years ago. His at- 
tempts to balloon round the 
world failed. Virgin’s venture 
into railways has been nothing 
short of a publicity disaster - 
Virgin features as tbe most 
unreliable service. The lottery 
contract comes up again in 
2001, but its unlikely that Bran- 
son will not bid. 
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FORECAST 

General situation Rain and fog hi eastern Scotland and north-east England. 


although north-east England will brighten, with sunny spells later in the day. 
There will be some decent sunshine In Nor th ern Ireland, but it will cloud over 
with rain soon arriving. Western Scotland, England and lAbles will start dry with 
sunny spells but rain wHI move Into Wales ana southern and central England 
later. 


SE England, London, E Anglia: Sunny spells, but rain anrivi 
A light to moderate southerly wind. Max temp 21-23C (70-7. 


In the afternoon. 


Cent S England, midlands: Sunny spells, b 
southerly wind. Max temp 21-22C (70-72 F). 


but rain In die afternoon. A light 


Cha nn el b, SW England, Wales: Rain moving In for the day A light to moder- 
ate south-easterly wind. Max temp 18-20C (64-68F). 


Cent N, E A ME England: Drizzly but brightening later with sunny spells devel- 
oping. A light southerly wind. Max temp 18-21C (64-70F). 

NW England, Lake Use, tain of Han: Sunny spells, but an Increasing threat of 
rain. A light south-easterly wind. Max temp 18-21 C [64- 70 FI. 


rain. A light south-easterly wind. Max temp 18-2 1C (64- 70 FI- 


N Ireland: Rain soon setting in. A moderate south-easterly wind. Max temp 17- 
18C (63-64 F). 


SW * NW Scotland, 

Max temp 17-20C (63 


W Isles: Sunny spells. A light easterly wind. 


SE ANE Scotland, Edinburgh, Aberdeen: Misty with fog. drizzle and rain. A 
light and variable wind. Max temp 14-17C (57-63FJ. 


N Isles: Misty with fog. drizzle and rain. A fresh easterly wind. Max temp 1 3- 
14C (55-57F). 


OUTLOOK 


Rain In eastern Scotland and north-east England an Saturday, with a mix of sunny 
spells and shdwers elsewhere. Very windy on Sunday with rain, then blustery ana 
heavy showers M most parts. Monday will remain very windy and showery. 


very windy ; 


TRAVEL 


Roads: London: M1/A12 Bnk road. Vari- 
ous restrictions m plaos. 

Until 31 at December 1899. 

West Midlands: M5 between J3 (BTam 
west) and J2 (Dudley). Resurtadnfl work 
with narrow lanes both ways. 

Uhfl 12th October. 

West Yorkshire: Ml between J43 Stourton 
and J42 (Lofthouse In t erchange ) (M6Z). 
Roadworks with 50mph speed limit 
Until let November. 

Buckinghamshire: M40 between jweti&ns 
la (M25) & 3 Wycombe East Three narrow 
lanes both ways and a 50 nyrii speed Imit 


In force. Until 1st January 1999. 
Berkshire: M4 Between JB/9 Maidenhead 
and J7 Slough. New road layout with a 
50mph speed limit in a new hal-mfle car- 
riageway duifcig Hood ratief work. 

Until SOlh November. 

Bristol: MS J18-19. Major Roadworks on 
Awnmoutii Bridge. Untt 1st January 2001. 
AA Ho a d w tefc Call 0336 401777 
tor the latest local and national traffic 
news. Source: The Automobile Associa- 
tion. Calls charged at 50p per min (inc 
VAT). 
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Richard Branson, fhah-man of Virgin, with Lord Voung After failing with their bid to run the National Lottery 


Ancient trade in selling titles 


ALLEGATIONS OF the sale of 
political honours and the buy- 
ing of political favours are not 
new. 

Monarchs down the ages 
have been accused of seffing 
baronetcies to raise cash and 
David Lloyd George, the lib- 
eral Prime Minister and social 
reformer, was widely suspect- 
ed of offering peerages and 
other honours in return for 
huge sums of money 

Mr Ltoyd George was not a 
wealthy man and the Liberal 
Party machine remained in the 


By Andrew Grice 
P olitical Editor 


hands of H H Asquith after he 
was manoeuvred out of power 
by Uoyd George in 1916. 

The honours scandal helped 
bring about his downfall as 
Prime Minister in 1922, al- 
though much of the money 
raised from selling honours 
went into Mr Lloyd George's 
personal political fund, and 
helped to sustain him during 
the 1920s and 1930s. 

Prime ministers have often 


been accused of rewarding 
their friends in honours lists, 
most famously in Harold Wil- 
son's resignation list in 1976. 

There was no suggestion 
that Wilson sold honours but a 
new wave of such allegations 
surfaced during the Tories' 18 
years in power after 1979. 

The Tories denied the 
charges, but the Labour oppo- 
sition made hay as the “sleaze 
factor" became a powerful 
weapon which helped to tarnish 
the Tbries' reputation. 

Tbny Blair won last year's 


general election after repeat- 
edly pledging to “dean up" 
British politics. But Labour 
quickly found that the boot was 
on the other fool. 

A list of Labour donors pub- 
fished last weekend prompted 
Tory allegations that Mr Blair 
had* rewarded parly benefac- 
tors with peerages and places 
on public bodies. They include 
David Sainsbury. former head 
of the supermarket chain, who 
has been made a peer and ap- 
pointed a Trade and Industry 
Minister. 
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Low S will move norrn-easc and fill as Low T deepens and moves quickly in a 
north-easterly direction. 
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BRITAIN APPEARS to have en- 
joyed the last of the summer 
snn as torrential rain hits many 
parts with more wet weather 
predicted for this weekend. 

Remnants of hurricane Bon- 
nie, which caused storms to rip 
through North Carolina, were 
beBeved to be contributingto the 
rain coming in from the west as 
doudand moisture added to the 
normal Atlantic depressions. 
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A CAR YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 
AT A PRICE YOU CANT 


The Volvo S40 1.6. From £13,995. 

ftjr mom information call 0800 11 40 40 . 

VOLVO. A CAR YOU CAN BELIEVE IN. 
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Canadian invest* 
dock in Peggy's 

residents ALONG the south- 
ern coast of Nova Scotia are ac- 
customed to - the noise of 
aircraft approaching the in- 
ternational airport at Halifax. 
But what many of them heard 
late on Wednesday ni gh t was 
something different- the 
strained screeching of jet en- 
gines of a plane that seined too 
low in the ink-black sky. 

It was about 10.30pm when 
it passed over the house of. 
Claudia ZSnck-GShoy °The mo- 
tors were still going, butit was 
the worst-sounding deep groan 
that I’ve heard,” she said. Effie 
Boyle didn't; know what to think. 
*^t sounded terrible. I joked that 
it sounded like a UFO, because 
it was just droning.” • 

. What they and countless 
others were hearing were die 
last, t e m fra gmcanents of the 
SwissairMD: 
into the 


igs a nd debris yesterday morning at a Relatives of passengers on the downed Swissair McDonnell Douglas MD-11 arriving at an emei 
L 111 into the Atlantic Tim Krochak Cointrin airport, Geneva, hoping for news of sur vivors 


centre in 
te Co jfrin i 



entfy with the loss of all 229 pas- 
sengers on crew. It was only 
seconds before those on shore 
heard the awful moment of im- 
pact It was, they said, like a 
lotid thud or a sonic boom. 

At Nova Scotia’s air traffic 
controlcentre in nearby Monc- 
ton, they already knew that 
the Swissair Flight 111, bound 
to Geneva from New Hbrk, was 
in some kind of trouble. How se- 
rious it was, however; may not 
have been immediately appar- 
ent At 10.14pm, Canadian offi- 
cials reported yesterday, the 
pilot declared a distress ffltua- 
tion that was one level belowa 
full emergency. There was 


By David Usborne 
in New York 

smoke in the cockpit he said, 
and requested permission to 
turn the plane back for a land- 
ing at Boston’s Logan Airport. 

Instead, he attempted an 
emergency touchdown at Hal- 
ifax. Whether the controllers 
told him to try for Halifax in- 
stead or vrirether the pilot him- 
self changed his mind was not 
dear last night. Just as the 
cause of the phrne’s malfunction 
was also a mystery. Fbr sever- 
al minutes, controllers tracked 
the aircraft as it_ descended 
frnm.33,000 feet to between 
10,000 and 8,000 feet before it 
disappeared from the radar. . 

Three words were the last 
heard from Flight ILL As the 
pflot desperately tried to coax 
me to thermal 
he called with ' 
calt “Pan, paij, . 
jr panne, the 5 
French and German words for 
breakdown, it is fbegravest dis- 
tress call that a pilot can gwe. 
Another seven or eight minutes 
aloft In flie air; and thp MD-11 
might have made it. ? " '■ 

. Thatamostterriblfelragecty 
had occurred was evident by 
midnight after the plane was 
declared lost It left deep pain 
yesterday that spread far and 
wide - to the scores of relatives 
and friends of the dead who 
wer e of 12 different nationali - 
ties, including British. French, 
Swiss, and American, to Swis- 
sair itself which until yesterday 
had experienced no accidents 
fbr 20 years. 



THE FINAL JOURNEY OF FLIGHT 1 1 1 


©Swissair MD-1 1 
flight 111 takes 
of Fat 8.18pm 
(1.18am BST) 
from John F. 
Kennedy Airport, 
New York, due to 
arrive in Geneva 
at 9.30am. with 
215 passengers 
and 1 4 crew 



A 


[CANADA 


Following a take- 
off with normal 
radio contact. 
Captain Urs 
Zimmermann reports 
smoke in the cockpit 
and declares an in- 
flight emergency. 


izens of 
fishing boats 
and coast guard 
ships 

immediately 
head out. Four 
rescue planes 
and four 
helicopters in 
the area 


tiASO 



. NOVA SCOTIA 
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A Swissair MD-11 of the type that crashed 




►pilots sets course 
fbr Boston, but then 
decides to divert to 
Halifax, which is 
closer. 


I Pilot puts out a 
‘Pan, pan, pan" 
call, which is only 
sent went an 
airplane is in a very 
serious situation 


►The plane dumps 
tonnes oE avia don 
fuel and attempts 
emergency landing. 
30 miles south of 
Halifax airport, it 
disappears from 
radar screens 


^Aircraft 
crashes 6 
mHes fit&Atova 
Scotia at 
10.30pm local 
time, 7-10 
minutes before! 
it would have 
reached 
Halifax 


And it was being felt at the 
United Nations, w^ch lost up 
to 10 Officials on a flight 1 kno wn 
widely as the “UN Shuttle” be- 
cause the numbers of staff it 
carried dafry between the twin 
headquarters in Newlfork and 
Geneva. Among the victims 
were Dr Jonathan Mann and 
his wife Mary, world-renowned 


pioneers in Aids research. 

From Peggy’s Cove and oth- 
ers nearby, a flotilla of fishing 
boats and small craft headed at 
mi dnight into high seas and dri- 
ving rain in a bid to find sur- 
vivors. It was a search, 
however; that quickly saw 
hopes fade In a debris field of 
several square miles, rescuers 


found only bits ofgrizzty flotsam 
- articles of clothing, small 
parts of the aircraft as well as 
mangled body parts. “Fisher- 
men were coming on the VHF 
radio asking for body bags and 
pleading at some points for 
the Navy to take bodies off 
their boats,’* said a Canadian re- 
porter who joined the flotilla. 


“They didn’t want more bodies 
on their boats". 

With hope almost gone of 
fluffing survivors, by daylight 
the rescue effort had been 
joined by several cutters of the 
.Canadian coastguard as.weQ as 
Canadian naval warships.: 
Crash investigators from Cana- 
da anc^toe United States were . 
also on tneirv&ty. American in- ' 
vestigators bought with them 
the experience of probing the 
crash pf TWA 800 which 
crashed two years ago off Long 
Island, also on a flight out of 
John F Kennedy Airport in 
New York and also at night 

While holding bade the 
names of victims, Swissair re- 
vealed that more than half the 
victims were American. 

The company said its pas- 
senger list included 137 Amer- 
icans, 30 French, six Britons, 
three Germans, three Italians 
and two Greeks. There were 
also two infants on the flight 

Concerns instantly raised 
about toe possibility of sabotage 


;ana 


water at considerable speed. 
Notions that the pilot may have 
been trying to ditch the aircraft 
on the ocean's surface without 
it breaking apart were dis- 
missed by most experts. 

As news of the calamity trav- 
elled, there were scenes of 
shot* and grief at both JFK and 
Geneva airports as next of kin 
and other relatives rushed to 
find out what had befallen 
Flight iil In New York, Delta 
Airlines, which has a code- 
share agreement with Swis- 
sair and which had placed 
numerous passengers on the 
donned flight, made a first* 
class lounge available to coun- 
sel and inform the distressed. 

At Geneva, Swissair Flight 
111 was initially listed on thein- 
dicator board as simply “de- 
layed”- Spqn, however; a single 
Sheet of paper was pinned be- 
neath the board, saying, 
£ Janet BenajO;“^Wl*Hte«® SP Sky- 
ey General, told com desk”. The flight had been 
scheduled to arrive at 9 JO am 
Swiss time yesterday. 

Wseprng relatives turned up 
at the arrivals hafl. They were 
shielded from journalists and 
cameras and led away to a 
sealed area of the airport, 
where doctors and priests were 
ready to calm them. 

As all hope of finding sur- 
vivors dwindled, a senior local 
government official summed 
up the mood at Geneva’s Coin- 
trin Airport “It is the dark of the 
night in Halifax, there is dark- 
ness in our hearts and we are 
all sad”. 

Additional reporting Peter 
CapeBa in Geneva 


were quickly downplayed by 
both the airline and by Ameri- 
can authorities, who have been 
on alert for posrible terrorist ac- 
tions in the wake of President 
Clinton's missile strikes in 
Afghanistan and Sudan. “My, 
xmdei^tamfihgisthataniiunal 
information indicates that it 
was 
the US 

reporters in Washington. 

Hopes fix* discovering what 
happened to the jetliner now de- 
pend on fluffing the aircraft's 
“black-box” recorders. Sonar 
equipment had been deployed 
in the crash area to tzy to locate 
the machines. 

There was also expectation 
that large sections of the plane 
may have descended to the 
bottom of the ocean, which was 
at a depth in the area of be- 
tween 75 and 150 feet, Canadi- 
an officials said. Meanwhile, the 
small size of the few pieces of 
debris being recovered from the 
sea’s surface seemed to sug- 
gest that toe plane had hit the 


Mystery of smoke in cockpit of crippled plane 


* ***.-*-•' 
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WHY Swissair Flight SRI 11 
crashed will occupy the minds 
of accident investigators for 
weeks to come. 

Government and airline of- 
ficials yesterday played down 

the Hkehhood of a bomb. Engine 

failure seems unlikely as wit- 
nesses heard the roar of jets 
shortly before the crash. The 
only due is that the crew re- 
ported smoke in the cockpit 
Problems began when the 

pime had reached it cruising al- 
titude of 33,000 feet an hour 
after leaving NewYbrk. The pi- 
lots began dumping feel but 
were unable to control the 


BY PAUL LASHMAR 

plane. Key questions should 
be quickly answered by the 
plane’s “black boxes”. The air- 
craft had two, the cockpit voice 
recorder and flight data 
recorder- both d e sig n ed to re- 
sist any crash impact They also 
have radio signalling devices. 

Ten investigators from the 
Canadian Transportation Safe- 
ty Board have arrived in Nova 
Scotia and are being joined by 
US and Swiss experts. 

First the team will send 
ffivers to recover the boxes. 
“Black boxes have been re- 


covered from much deeper 
wateq” said David Learmount 
operations and safety editor of 
Flight JnternatiorwL 
He pointed out that Euro- 
pean safety regulations require 
airlines to make their Mack 
boxes record much more in- 
flight information. Hmw Ameri- 
can regulators. “That’s why 
we don't know what happened 
to TWA 800,” Mr Learmount 
said. TWA 800 exploded off the 
Ame rican coast in 1996, kaffing 
230. “TWA 800 was. a very el- 
derly 747, over M years aid, but 

this aircraft is relatively young, 

with the latest equipment it 


had a digital cockpit and there 
will be large amounts of infor- 
mation.” He also cited two 
other fatal accidents involving 
I IS paK«a*ngr»^ air craft, in Pitts- 
burgh and Colorado Springs in 
1994, fbr which the cause is un- 
known due to lade of black-box 
information. 

In a European aircraft the 
blackboxes will have recorded 
at least 200 pieces of informa- 
tion, enabling investigators to 
establish for instance, whether 
there was a fire onboard, or in 
an engine, or if a part failed. 
What toe cockpit crew said in 
the minutes leading up to the 


crash wffl also be reweafmg. The 
aircraft was an MD-lL a wide- 
bocty three-engined jet It is toe 
successor of toe DC-10, the 
McDonnell Douglas jumbo that 
acquired a reputation as a 
death-trap after a series of ac- 
cidents in the 1970s. The MD- 
11 ’s designation hides its 
relationship with the DC-10. 

“There has never been an 
accident involving the MD-11 in 
which there was anything 
wrong with the aircraft," Mr 
Learmount said. “The MD-11 
has an impeccable safety 
record.” 

Swissair SRlll was a sched- 


uled fli g ht from New York to 
Geneva. It was about an hour 
out, having passed Boston, 
when some kind erf problem oc- 
curred. The cockpit crew ra- 
dioed that they were going to 
make an emergency landing. 
They then reported smoke in 
the cabin and said they were 
going to tzy to band at HflRftnr 
Internationa! Airport, directly 
on their path. 

Unlike TWA 800, which was 
subject to an explosion. Flight 
SRlll seems to have been suf- 
fering an escalating problem. 
Shortly before it crashed the 
crew had given the message 


“Pan, pan, pan”, indicating 
something was seriously 
wrong. They were 30 miles 
from Halifax airport’s runway. 

Mr Learmount said it is hard 
to reach any conclusions at 
the moment. “We don’t know 
what the pilot was doing. Wfe 
don't know what caused toe 
smoke. We don’t know if toe 
pilot was in control of the air- 
craft when It came down or if 
he intended to ditch.” 

Smote in the cockpit is not 
in itself an insurmountable 
problem. The crew have masks 
anH goggles and can s till Ignri 
an aircraft. 


But they would be con- 
cerned about toe passengers: 
smoke in aircraft is highly toxic 
and potentially fetal fbr pas- 
sengers not supplied with 
smoke masks. 

Swissair’s last major acci- 
dent was 20 years ago, when 14 
people died when a DC-8 over- 
shot the runway at Athens. In 
1970 a plane was destroyed by 
a bomb. 

But one has to go back to 3 
September 1963 to find an ac- 
cident of similar proportions: 
a Caravelle crashed near 
Zurich, killing all 80 people on 
board. 
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Leading Aids scientist among victims 
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By Kathy Marks 

AT LEAST 10 United Nations 
employees were on toe flight, 
including Jonathan Mann, toe 
renowned Aids pioneer; and 
his wife, Mary Lou Clements- 

Mann, a vaccine expert 

Other UN staff who died in- 
duded Dr Pi«ce tod* m 




Reftjgeesintheereaii^**; , — 

gion of central Afrita,»jf Jonathan Mann deft), the Aids pioneer killed when Swissair 111 crashed; along 

wig Beaumler, a torecrar ^ pane’s first officer Stephan Loew and the captain Urs Zimmermann 

operations of the worta mrei- 

ledual Property Orgamsati^ 
rv Mann was dean of toe 
School of PubUcHeafth^- 
leghany University m p ™®“rL 

was a professorate 
Harvard School Of PUDUC 
Health- His wife worked at 


John Hopkins University 
School of Hygiene an d Public 

Health in Baltimore. Theywere 

on their way tomeeting^ ofthe 
World Health Organfeatfcn.in; 
Geneva. Gro Harlem Brimdt- 
land, the former Norwegan 

■ r. • 


prime minister, who is director- . relatives have been infonned. 
general of WHO^ffisdosed that The passenger list showed 

tihqy were on toe plaaw. .UN . J57 Americans, three Germans, 
flags in Gteseva wezejfi^^ati three ftaRang and two Greeks 
halfenast .7" " ' were on board, together with 

The names ctf otherpasseat 4i ’lEse person from the countries 
gers mil be released 'WKefrajPrnf Saudi Arabia, Yugoslavia, 

- - , . 


Afghanistan, Iran, Spain, Rus- 
sia and St Kitts and Nevis. 

The dead included two ba- 
bies and toe plane’s 14 crew 
members, one of whom wracked 
for Delta, Swissair’s American 
partner airline. The two pilots 
were Captain Urs Zimmer- 
mans, 50, and First Officer 
Stephan Loew; 36, who were 
both said to be MD-ll instruc- 
tors with considerable experi- 
ence of flying the aircraft 

Marc Rosset, 27, the 1992 
Olympic tennis champion, was 
booted on the flight but can* 
celled a few hours before take- 
off. The Swiss player; No 47 in 
foe worid, was beaten in the first 
roundoff the United States Open 
on Monday and planned to 
leave on toe first available ffight 
BIscoachpersuadedhimtostay 
on in New Ybrk to practice. 
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Northern Ireland: President brings healing touch to devastated town as republican factions split over use of violence 

Provisionals tell Real IRA to disband 


A VIOLENT feud between rival 
factions of Irish republicanism 
threatened to erupt last night 
as leaders of the dissident Real 
IRA were ordered to disband or 
face unspecified “reprisals'’ 
from the Provisionals. 

A statement from the na- 
tional executive of the 32 Coun- 
ty Sovereignty Committee, 
which Gardai believe is finked 
to the Real IRA, revealed the 
warning in a statement issued 
in Dublin yesterday. 

The latest threats were al- 
legedly made by senior Provi- 
sional IRA army council 
representatives during visits to 


By Alan Murdoch 
in Dublin 


homes of up to 60 people this 
week saying action would be 
taken if the Real IRA did not 
rilKhwnri within a fortnight 

“In the last 48 hours threats 
have been received from fellow 
republicans,” it said. “This sut- 
5es the name of republicanism 
and we want these people to stop 
peaking ftiraats against US.” 

The threat follows alleged 
warnings last month from Pro- 
visionals to individual mem- 
bers of the splinter group that 
they were now “dead men walk- 


ing” as a result of the Omagh 
bombing. One man who was vis- 
ited at his home added: “TWo 
men called at my door and 
said the Real IRA had no right 
to exist and accused it of mis- 
appropriating weapons. 

“At other houses, members 
of the Sovereignty Committee 
were told they had no right to 
speak against the peace 
process. Some were simply 
warned that action would be 
taken against them if they did 
not make amends within a fist- 
night _ others were informed 
they would be shot 

“Some of the callers ex- 


plained they were just following 
orders.” Universal anger at the 

Omag h kfllfngg axe thought to 

have led to a number of sup- 
porters of the Real IRA backing 

away from further involvement 
Last week a split between 
those wishing to end the cam- 
paign and a rump committed to 
continuing violence was died 
by Dublin observers as the 

reason for a failure to announce 

an antidpatpd Real IRA com- 
plete ceasefire. News of the pri- 
vate warnings follows a public 
instruction by the mainstream 
republican movement * 
Interviewed in yester da y’s 0 


issue of Sinn Fein’s weekly 
newspaper An Pfcobfoch&Re- 
piiblitxm News (APRN), an 
IRA spok e sperson said :“Irisb 
republicans throughout the 32 
counties have, both privately 
and publicly made very dear 
their anger at the actions of 
those responsible for the 
(Omagh) bomb. They have 
done only disservice to the re- 
publican cause. They have no 
coherent political strategy they 
are not a crefible alternative to 
the Irish Republi can Army. 

Tn the immediate aftermath 
of the Omagh bomb they an- 
nounced a temporary halt to 


tfaeiractiras. This is insuffident 
They should disband and do so 
soonerrafber than latec” Lead- 
ing Real IRA figures have faced 
I hostility from Dundalk to 
County Cork alter being identi- 
fied in national and local media. 

From today Real IRA mem- 
bers will face intensified police 
action in the Irish Republic 
after new laws making it easi- 
er to prosecute members of il- 
legal organisations and those 
directing or assisting tenorism 
took effect last night 

The Irish Seanad (Senate) 
yesterday backed the package 
following the DaiTs approval on 


Wednesday. With President 
Mary McAleese visiting Aus- 
tralia, her role in signing the 
legislation into law was taken 
by the three-strong Presiden- 
tial Commission, comprising 
the Chief Justice and the 
speakers of the Dail and 
gp.-mari If the Provisionals are 
drawn into a protracted violent 
feud (recalling that when the 
1970 split with the so-called Of- 
ficial IRA sparked years of 
be at i ngs and shootings* the 
implications for Sinn Ffcin’s 
role in the Stormont Assembly 
and the wider peace process 
could be serious. 


Sinn Vein has formally en- 
dowed the Good Friday Attn* 
ment and the earlier Mitchell 
principles specifically reject- 
ing violence. 

Clear breaches by the Pro- 
visionals of the principles now 
would present major difficult h*N 
for the embryonic consensus 
between unionists, national- 
ists and republicans. 

Last week a widely-predici - 
cd complete ceasefire by the 
Real IKA failed to materialise, 
prompting rumours of an in- 
ternal rift between those wish • 
ing to end the campaign and a 
hard-line rump. 


Clinton says 
get rid of 
all weapons 


THE CLINTON visit was unar- 
guabty a big day in Northern 
Ireland yesterday, even if 
there was little of the jubilation 
and celebration which marked 
his first trip just under three 
years ago. 

The theme of hope and the 
possibility of political progress 
ran through the day, though 
there was an emphasis on how 
many difficulties lie ahead in 
the peace process. 

The event was, however; 
overshadowed by four sepa- 
rate elements. One was the 
Monica Lewinsky affair and 
the possibility of further 
embarrassments on Bill Clin- 
ton’s return to Washington: a 
second was the Omagh bomb- 
ing; a third was the fean which 
he himself voiced, that 
“Omagh was not the last bomb 
of the troubles". On top of all 
these came the Nova Scotia air 
crash. 

But if the visit understand- 
ably did not re-capture the 
euphoria and elation of the 
first Clinton trip in late 1995, it 
was by no mpans a dismal 
affair. A ceremony to mark a 
projected new peaceline uni- 
versity in the heart of west 
Belfast’s urban deprivation, 
for example, concentrated 
attention on the themes of 
youth and education. 

In Omagh, a suspicion that 
townspeople were growing 
tired (rf visits from VIPs in the 
wake of the bombing seemed 
to be dispelled when thou- 
sands flocked to the streets to 
see the president Most of the 
rest of the Clinton visit to 
Belfast was meant to be seen 


BY DAVID MCKTITIUCK 
Ireland Correspondent 

as a strong re-affirmation of 
US support for the peace 
process in general and in par- 
ticular the Good Friday agree- 
ment with its centrepiece of 
the new assembly. He first met 
assembly members at Stor- 
mont ran ging from S inn Fan 
to the Democratic Unionists. 

Thai at Belfast's \faterfront 
Hall pride of place was given to 
the assembly’s leaders, first 
minister-designate David 
Trimble, leader of the Ulster 
Unionists, anA Ms njifinnatist 
deputy Seamus Malian. They 
shared the stage with Bill Clin- 
ton and Tony Blair 

In a short passage in his 
main speech the president set 
out two major targets: “To de- 
commission weapons of war 
that are obsolete in Northern 
Ireland at peace; to move for- 
ward with a formation of an 
executive council “ 

Intense American pre-visit 
diplomacy did not succeed in 
bringing about either actual 
de-commissioning or the 
handshake between David 
Trimble and Gerry Adams 
which would signal that both 
would be taking their places in 
an executive to run Northern 
Ireland. 

But it did help propel the 
two sides towards each other 
with Trimble- Adams meetings 
now in prospect and this 
weeks republican moves on 
de-commissioning and on 
other fronts. The visit also 
served to show how far politics 
has already moved. 




Bill Clinton shakes hands with Sinn Ftein’s Martin McGninness (left) watched by 
the party’s leader, Gerry Adams J Scott Appieiohiie/AP 


Mr Retaliation comes to town 


UNDER A balmy evening sky, 
President Clinton stood on the 
exact spot where the Omagh 
bomb exploded and wiped tears 
from his eyes. 

Visibly moved as he stood 
amid the remaining wreckage, 
the American president un- 
veSedaplaqaemmemoiyQfthe 
victims, to scenes described 
by the Prime Minister’s 
spokesman as “very sombre 
and subdued”, he then made his 
way down the tiny street to 
where a sea of peopte were wait- 
ing to greet him, accompanied 
by Mis Clinton, Tony and 
Cherie Blair and Mo Mowlam. 

As be moved slowly towards 
the crowds, surrounded by 
dozens of bodyguards and fol- 
lowed by a long line of limou- 
sines, the mood lifted with the 


By Darius Sanai 


sounds of hundreds of people 
cheering. 

Among the crowd were nurs- 
es from the hospitals where the 
injured were treated after the 
bombing and members of the 
fire and ambulance services. 

“He had tears in his eyes," 
said Brenda O’Leary one of the 
nurses. “I know he's a pofitidan, 
but they were genuine." 

He had arrived late to greet 
the crowd of 3,000 in the centre 
of Omagh yesterday afternoon, 
having spent longer than 
planned on a visit, together with 
Mr Blair and the first ladies, to 
the local leisure centre. 

There, away from the eyes of 
the media, they met the injured 
and the relatives of the victims 


of the bomb - at the same 
riverside leisure centre where 
they had gathered after the 
blast waiting to hear if their 
loved ones Mad survived. The 
Clintons were said to be “very 
moved” by the experience. 

No town that has witnessed 
the death and destruction 
wrought in Omagh could be ex- 
pected to welcome any politi- 
cian with wide open arms. But 
the Clintons received an unex- 
pectedly warm welcome. 

Above Market Street, where 
wreaths of flowers and teddy 
bears and cards dotted the 
spots where children had been 
killed by the Real IRA bomb, a 
young woman was pushing a 
p ram. S umming up the 
thoughts ofmany of her towns- 
folk, she said that being the cen- 


tre of world attention for a pos- 
itive reason would inevitably 
galvanise the desire for peace. 

“What's funny though,” said 
Bronagh McCusker, “is that 
we all said there should be no 
retaliation when the bomb bit 
and the politicians said it too. 
So what does Clinton do when 
the US Embassy is attacked? 
He retaliates by bombing civil- 
ians. ” 

Ciaran and Liam Hagan, 
teenage cousins, were at the 
front of the crowd as the pres- 
ident’s party arrived in town. 
“How can it not make a differ- 
ence?” said Ciaran. “He spent 
so much time fighting for peace 
here.” 

Mary McAnerney said that 
President Clinton had marip a 
particular effort to spend time 


with the small children in the 
crush at the front of the crowd. 
“Even though I know a lot of 
these things are politically mo- 
tivated, it still helps us.” 

Earlier in Belfast, Mr Clinton 
said it was the will of the peo- 
ple which had brought the 
country to a new moment of po- 
litical hope, but he warned of a 
hard road ahead, 

“The question is not whether 
tempers will flare and debates 
will be divisive. They certainly 
will be. 

“The question is: How will 
you react to it alL to the vio- 
lence? How will you deal with 
your differences? Can the bad 
habits ami brute forces of yes- 
terday break your will for to- 
morrow's peace. That is the 
question.” 
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Blair to delay PR until after 


TONY BLAIR is to delay re- 
forms to the voting system for 
Parliamentary elections until 
after the next general election. 

The decision, which means 
the next election will be fought 
under the present first-past-the- 
post system, will an go* Labour 
Supporters of electoral reform 
and tiie Liberal Democrats, 
who had hoped the Prime Min- 
ister would endorse immediate 
change to a more proportional 
method. 

His critics will regard Mr 
Blair’s position as a cynical 

ralcnilaHnn that Labour trill 
win an overall majority at the 
next election, and then intro- 
duce electoral reform for the 
poll after next, when it may 
need to join forces with Padcty 
Ashdown’s party to keep the 


BY ANDREW GRICE 
Political Correspondent 

Tories out of power. 

hi a policy document pub- 
lished yesterday the LfbDems 
pencilled in October next year 
as the likely date for the refer- 
endum on the voting system 
promised in Labour’s election 
manifesto last year. But senior 
ministers told The Indepen- 
dent there was no prospect of 
the referendum being held be- 
fore 2000, since legislation 
would not be introduced in the 
crowded Parliamentary ses- 
sion starting this November 
Another reason for delay is 
that changing the voting system 
would almost certainly require 
the Boundaty Commission to 
redraw the map of Pariiamen- 



Opponents over PR: Robin 


tary constituencies, a process 
that would take two or three 
years. With Mr Blair likely to 
call the next election in 2001, 
there would not be time for a 
boundary review to be carried 
out by then. 

Mr Blair will soon start con- 



Cook and John Prescott 


suiting senior ministers about 
the scale of voting reform. He 
is treading cautiously because 
the Cabinet is split between 
supporters of full-scale pro- 
portional representation (PR), 
such as Robin Cook, the For- 
eign Secretary and opponents 


next election 


of c hange , who include John 
Prescott, the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Gordon Brown, 
the Chancellor. 

Mr Blair; who has said he is 
“not persuaded” about PR, is 
expected to seek a Cabinet 
consensus for a limited change 
under which voters would list 
candidates in their order of 
preference instead of voting 
for one as under first-past-the- 
post 

Such a system is expected to 
be recommended next month 
by a commission, set up by Mr 
Blair last year, which is chaired 
by Lord Jenkins, the LibDem 
peer and former Labour min- 
ister. Under the Jenkins plan, 
the single-member con- 
stituencies would be reduced 

from 659 to about 500 . with a 


“top-up" of about ioo MP5 elect- 
ed according to each party's 
share of the overall vote. 

Mr Blair is anxious to limit 
the number elected on a pro- 
portional basis. He wants a 
system under which it would 
still be passible for one party to 
win an overall majority, so that 
Britain would not be governed 
by a series of coalitions. Mr 
Blair therefore opposed a pre- 
vious plan by Lord Jenkins for 
one third of MPs to be elected 
according to each party's share 
of the total vote. 

Close allies insisted yester- 
day that Mr Blair had not made 
up his mind on electoral reform, 
with one saying: “It's a huge de- 
cision, one of the biggest he vail 
make. It will require a delicate 
balancing act” 
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to be in 
streamed 

classes 


CHILDREN AS young as four 
f^y be set or grouped accord- 
ing to ability, ministers made 
dear yesterday. 

New tests, which are com- 
pulsory for all children starting 
primary school this term, could 
play a part in deciding how 
young children are grouped. 

.Charles Clarke, the schools 
m i nis ter, said he was sympa- 
thetic towards the idea of more 
setting and streaming in pri- 
mary schools, fce said that the 
V™ tests’ pmpose was to t^l toch- 

ers what children could do, not 
to provide a basis for setting, 
but added: "teachers should 
use all the evidence, of which 
this assessment wQl be a rela- 
tively small part, if they are 
going to go down the road of 
setting. 

“It would be a mistake for a 
teacher to refy entirety on these 


By Judith judd 
E ducation Editor 

couldbe “counterproductiveT be- 
cause it is important that teach- 
ers and parents “understand 
directly, openly and honestty 
what a cfaikrs MpaMif iwi are”. 

However; the Government is 
sending out a milfion leaflets to 
parents explaining how they 
can help their child to do weD 
at school fay talking to them, 
counting with them, encourag- 
ing teem to use new words and 
showing them how to write 


about setting or streaming” ' 

Research into fee results of 
pitot tests show that girls* per- 
formance surpasses boys even 
at the age of four or five, sug- 
gesting that lower primary 
school sets maybe dominated 
by boys. 

teachers and parents ar- 
gued that it was dangerous to 
associate “baseline assess- 
ments” for five-year-olds with 
setting, which separates chfid- 
ren into groups by abifity for dif- 
ferent subjects. Streaming, by 
contrast, separates groups of 
children for all subjects. ' 

Mr Clarke urged parents not 
to coach children for the tests. 

• Assessments, which must 
be carried out in the first seven 
weeks of term L will indude 
recognising and writing num- 
bers one to 10, writing and 
spelling their own names cor- 


shape aidti soiixM, 
tratingwithout supervision for 
lOrSfeafltefr^wr^ 

Mr Clarke said coaching 


kwer-case letters. 

The tests have three pur- 
poses: to improve teachers’ 
knowledge of their pupils; to 
measure pupils’ progress and 
therefore schools' effective- 
ness; and to encourage more 
co-operation between parents 
and teachers. 

Ebr the first time, ministers 
argue, teachers win know how 
to help the slowest and stretch 
the brightest pupils. 

P&rents who were unhappy 
with the assessment results 
should discuss them with teach- 
ers, Mr Clarke said. “One of the 
most damaging a spect s of tile 
way children are taught in this 
country is that there is not 

enmigft nnriflr^nrimghPfawwwT 
parents, teachers and children.” 

Margaret TuDoch, chair of - 
the Campaign for State Edu- 
cation, said: “If assessment is 
going to play even a small part 
in deciding what group children 
Are going to be taught in, then 
of course parents are going to 
coach children. They won't Samuel Swanborongh, age 
want them turning tip at age 
five and being put straight in the 

bottom set” : assessment in terms of setting 

- Doug McAvpy general sec- is dangerous waters,’' 

Union primary schools used 

testidg^ grouping methods,' 
was designed to provide only a with teachers responding from 
%Q^^mi«l"foo«^^^^to(foildren^need$ 
play the role of baseline he said. Theywould not want to 





Samuel Swanborongh, aged four, meets his teacher, Mrs Share, on his first day at Oakiands Infant School, Crowthorne, Berkshire John Vbos 


assessments terms of setting start formal grouping of child- 
is dangerous waters,’' ren in separate classrooms. 

djttjMgst primary schools usedt Jesters h^ve said 

mfoimat grouping methods,’ sessfig eaciipugil should take 
with teachers rpfipnnriing-frwm noTnrvyrthfln 9i\ mrmrtPN Nigpl . 


he said. Theywould not want to the National Association of 


Scbootaiasters'TrniooafWxnen 
Teachers, expressed concern 
about the wotktoadL ‘Tfibnonty 
wonder wh at the otter children 
in the dass will be doing while 
one pupil is bem& lndmdnalty 
observed and assessed.” 


John Coe, spokesman for 
tiie National Association of Pri- 
: mary Education; said setting 
could increase social efiri^onin 
schools. . . 

* “Middle-class' plrents wfll 
appreciate the importance of 


getting their children in the top 
set and so, of course, they win 
coach them.” 

Government sources said 
later that it was. unlikely that. 
‘ many five-year-olds would hie 
set by ability. 


BRmSH TELECOM is jdannmg 
to bring the info rmation su- 
perhighway to every home in 
the country as part of a high- 
speed telecom service it 
hunched yesterday. 

The service, to be called 
Home Highway allows infor- 
mation junkies to talk on the 
phone while surfing the Inter- 
net by massively expanding 
the amount of information that 
can be carried over a normal 
phone line. 

Afshin Mohebbi, managing 

director of BTs business divi- 
sion, predicted that the service 
would be available in the ma- 
jority of UK homes within the 
nextfiveyears. “It is not for the 
technically gifted but for the 
mass market,” he said. 

However, observers criti- 
cised BT for the high price it is 
charging for the service. The 
compary plans to charge £27 
per month for tine rental - 
three times more than the 
rental charge for a normal 
phone tine. Users will also have 
to pay more than £ioo to have 
the service installed. 

Highway is based on a tech- 
nology which converts copper 
wires to cany digital signals, al- 
lowing them to tranqwtmuch 
more information. 

The service is aimed at the’ 
growing number of people who 
wmkfrom home and need a fast 
connection to the Internet or 
their companies’ computers. 
BT is also launching a Business 
Highway service aimed at 
small businesses. 

The technology will allow 
users to access file Internet at 
a speed of 128 Kilobits per sec- 
ond ^ - twice the speed available 
with the fastest conventional 
modem. Crudalty however; toe 
service will allow users to make 
and receive telephone wills 
even while they are online. 

But industry experts ques- 
tioned whether BTs offering 
was fast enough. Cable & Wire- 
less Communications, the cable 
operated; plans to launch a ser- 
vice next year that will give cus- 
tomers access tothe Internet 
from their TVs.at speeds up to 
20 times faster than the fastest 
modem.' 

Business outlook, page 15 


* Heads oppose new law on 
relationships with pupils 


headteachers have come 
out strongly against plans for 
a new criminal offence to out- 
law sexual relations between 
people in positions of trust and 
16- to 17-year- olds. 

The Government has pro- 
posed the new law as a safe- 
guard against adults preying 
on vulnerable youngsters if 
the age of homosexual con- 
sent is lowered to 16- 

But the National Associa- 
tion of Head Teachers (NAHT) 
said youngsters would be bet- 
ter protected by professional 
codes of conduct and strong 
action by employers rather 
than laws against behaviour 
which would inevitably be dif- 
ficult to define. . 

Tbe association said improp- 
er relationships between pupils 
and teachers in schools were 
already regarded as a “funda- 
mental breach of trust”, 


by Jo Butler 

regardless of ages of consent 

Lowering the age of homo- 
sexual consent to 16, to match 
that for girls, should make “no 
difference” to. the seriousness 
with which relationships 
between staff and under-18- 
year-oids were treated. 

The association said trying 
to define what would constitute 
“a breach of trust” -would be 
extremely difficult Too nar- 
row a definition, limiting it to 
intercourse, buggery and 
gross indecency, might pre- 
vent employers from taking 
action against behaviour 
which they considered inap- 
propriate but which did not 
fall within the scope of the law. 

On the other hand, too 
broad a definition could be 

draconian and risk criminalis- 
ing consensual behaviour 


which did not warrant such 
drastic action. Particular prob- 
lems could arise if children 
had been involved in a rela- 
tionship with an adult before 
they found themselves in a 
pupfl/teacher situation. A 
criminal office would be even 
more impractical if the two 
parties were actualty married. 

The NAHT said profession- 
al codes regulations due to 
come into effect in 2000 would 
empower teaching councils to 
take disciplinary action 
against teachers found guflty 
- of unacceptable professional 
conduct The general-secre- 
tary, David Bari, said the Gov- 
ernment should look to 
employers rather than the 
police to ensure proper stan- 
dards were maintained. 

Mr Hart said: "The NAHT 
cannot support Hie creation of 
a new criminal offence for 


such conduct Instead a very 
strong message should go to 
ah employers, if there is equal- 
isation, urging # them to do 
what the vast majority already 
do: treat abuse of trust as a 
serious disciplinary matter 
which will warrant dismissal in 
the vast majority of cases.” 

The Government pledged 
to examine ways of protecting 
youngsters from predatory 
advances from adults after the 
House of Lords rejected a 
House of Commons attempt 
to lower the homosexual age of 
consent to 16. 

One of the main complain ts 
from opponents of lowering 
the age was the risk that the 
move would leave young peo- 
ple open to abuse from people 
in positions of trust 

A new attempt to equalise 
the ages of consent is expect- 
ed in the autumn. 
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IN BRIEF 

Pilot survives jet crash at sea 


let crasneu ms i-w-* — . — --- , »- . . 

up by a helicopter The fighterbomber was on a framing 

mission with two other Jaguars when itphmged mto the 
sea 13 miles north of Cramer Norfolk. Thepflot, based st 
RAF ColtishaD, Norfolk, was taken to hospital m Norwich, 

with no apparent injuries. 

11 bailed in child pom inquiry 

FLFVEN men have been released on ball in the U£after 
™de raids to^sh^ Internet porn nog. The 


Balloon’s joyride 
ends in Finland 



ney treasure returns home 

USCRffT chronicling to* evente,custimSA0dge( 
Jartmev has returned to its birthplace. ADe- 
of of Orkney”, written in 1684 by the 

to scholars until last 


A RUNAWAY weather balloon 
which drifted for 5.600 miles 
after air traffic controllers tost 
track of it has landed on a 
Finnish island in the Baltic 
Sea. 

The Canadian balloon was 
last night being guarded by 
Finnish police until it could be 
dismantled' 

The lO Orri high hpJriTrn-fiTl pd 
balloon was launched by Sci- 
entific Instrumentation on 24 
August to measure the ozone 
levels of over Canada But the 
instrument package failed to 
jettison and it began an errat- 
ic journey. ■ • 

fTanadjan British and Anw . 
lean aircraft tracked the run- 
away balloon and air traffic 


from its path. Canadian jet 
fighters fired more than 1,000 
rounds at it, but it remained 

stubbornly aloft . . 

Last Saturday it disap- 
peared from radar screens 


BY Kate Watson-Smyth 

about 200 miles north of the 
Arctic Circle. 

Air traffic controllers in 
northern Norway briefly spot- 
ted it over the -Svalbard Is-' 
lands on Sunday before it 
vanished once a gain 

It finally reappeared on 
Tuesday in Finnish airspace, 
about 330 miles north-east of 
Helsinki , 

“We had no idea it was the 
runaway Canadian balloon," 
said Colonel Pekka Tuunanen 
from the Finnish Air Force. 
“Our jets checked it out, and we 
monitored it until it lauded in 
the Aland islands." - 

Ihe balloon is used to ob- 
serve weather patterns and 
can be seen from about 40 
miles away, but it is not 
equipped with transponders 
that emit navigation signals 
to alert aeroplanes to its pres- 
ence. 


Ybd get a much wanner response when yoi 
travel and command more respect In besiness, 
if you speak another I an (page, n also helps 
greater with school progress. 

But many people are put off learning a language 
because they fear it takes too long, will be too 
difficult or bluntly, win be boring. 

Why? Because traditional methods have often 
put too much emphasis on pure reading and 


writing. The common complaint is “I can read a 
bit of French - but I can't speak it" 

Accelerated Learning Is a very different method, 
based on Nobel Prize winning research. You 
team the way you learned English -through a 
unique combination of seeing, hearing and 


ALL THE WAYS TO LEARN 


Physical LearaiM. By imitating the actions on 
a unique video and repeating the phrases you 
see on super tides, you learn key vocabulary 
quickly and easily, watching and Imitating Is bow 
you started to speak as a child. 

Auditory Leaning. You listen to a series of 
realistic and Intriguing radio plays on 12 ’ 
cassettes. You become absorbed in the story 
and motivated tn hear whafs next plays 
cover all the Important situations you’ll meet and 
you absorb vocabulary easHy m a natural way. 

There are parts you can practise in the car and 
even a part where the story Is repeated to music, 
a technique that involves the left brain (words & 
logic) and the right brain (music and creativity). 
The words become as easy to remember as a 
song. 

Visual Learning. In your course the foreign 
language has thB Engfish text immetfiafely . 
alongside. It helps you absorb the words 
naturally and easily. Then key phrases are vividly i 
and memorably illustrated through "Memory I 

Maps’. When you recall the images, you recall A 
the words. ? 



Total tmrohmnnmL There are dozens of games 
and activities to get you using yoor new 
language in natural and enjoyable ways. One, the 
Name Game, unlocks tire meaning of thousands 
ol words from the very first day. * 

It's the unique muBHnedia combination that 
engages your whole brain and gets you 
speaking confidently in such a short time. And 
fluent communication gives you a wonderful 
sense of achievement 


PROVE IT TO YOURSELF 


® We Invite you to order with 
Oils reassurance. We wilt not 
process your cheque or credit 
card for at least 15 days alter 
«e dispatch your course. If you 
are not completely satisfied that this is tbs 
fastest and most enjoyable* way to (earn a 
language, singly return the programme and you 
wif have paid nothing. That’s how sure we are. 
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THE METHOD WORKS 


Edrcafion Hews says, Tts radicatty efifferertt— 
there are so many features about ft that 
recommend it to the learner." He Bankers 
tasSifc at Ita Ze*tand says. 'Accelerated 
Learning is the new competitive weapon.' 

Phot says, 'It’s revolutionary.* Tbe Daily MaR 
reported that “Children using Accelerated Learning 
are racing ahead.' The results are spectacular.' 

BBC ndlTV news recently reported on a school 
wtwrefifl fins more students using Accelerated 
Learning Course&gottop narks compared with 
those using conventional courses. 

AntfrtHan TV news reported “Astonfebtog 
fluency.’ They did two years work In three 
months" 

Hnudreds of campafes tfir whom proficiency Ls 
vital us8 Accelerated Learning tor language and 
general training-sach as Air UK, Boeing. Boots, 
Esso, IBM, Kodak, Id, Row. Glaxo, Sony, Tesco, 
Nestle, Uoyds Bank etc. . 


FLUENCY COMES QUICKLY 


the recondsc%r was 31 hours of study to pass 
the Institute of Linguists Preliminary Certificate. 
Think what you could achieve in a monthl 
Order today on FREEPHONE (0800) 50 20 20 
(24 hours) or use the coupon below. 
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BRITAIN'S BIGGEST IN COOKING 



CANNON 54cm Slot-in Gas Cooker 


■ Double oven. 

■ Auto programmable main oven. 

■ Glass lid with safety cut out. 

■ Available in Brown, 

White or Green. 

Model CAMBERLEY MKII 

Was Q4939. Was £699.99. 

6 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 

FLAVEL 50or Eya-levd Gas Cooker 

■ Separate mu 1JJM vale puki 

andgrilL ■m 4AA 

■ Fully sealed IflllflTl 
hospUie. Model BJO. w M *■»«*«*■ 


STOVES 

Stan SloMn 6 m Cooker 
Model 50051. 

WB09ft».*Mtora 

Price £37951 k MONTHS WTBEST FHS OPTION* 


FINAL REDUCTION 


SALE PRICE 



STOVES sson | 

Sot-In Gas Cooker 
Model SS3GS. 

W as£S4MY. 

Was £449.99, In-store OnCT £42939. 

CANNON 54cm SoMnGu Cooker 
Model SALISBURY. 

Was 049.99. | 

«iHKn<sNiBuesn 
.'FREE OPTION* 



NEW WORLD 






50cm Eye-Level Gas Cooker 
Model COTSWOLD SALE PRICE 
Was £299 39 
IVTH5 l_ 

99 


SERVIS 

ties Hob 

Also aua-U^c as 
eiKSi 
'Jsfle! SH*: 1 ’ f.-KQ 939 I 

EXCEL 

Cooker Hood 
fira/asie .r i-er*; 
o* E-ue 
r.‘zic: tC 
Was £99 99 



FINAL REDUCTION 


^GJUOHTK 
• 'MlBlESr 
FREE OPTION* 





. m 

Was £239.9910 M0WIHS WIDEST FREE OPHON* 


FINAL REDUCTION *1 FINAL REDUCTION 

£180 


RARiaNSONC^wS^^^O^NON 

Rkm SM-fei Gas Cooler 
Double oven. 


Cocks Ssaraw mm and 
grfl Model CUSSC Snare 

ftrrOH® GK0N1H5 

HTBET FREE CPTHH* 


IVOUOEimCQ 


£ . 


m 


m 


Model CAMBRIDGE. 


e669. 


m 


Gas Cooker 

AraUUc m Raanj freer.. Mteftr™**™ 

RojaiatoewBjdt. By /II nrt 

Model RiAfiBaASTM II 


Price Exdvd'T-g 


kvstore Pda 1849^9. tWDIHHWmVinr Ttadeir. £543J9 HIIOWlGiriTbtoTBBnHMr 


ELECTRIC 

COOKERS 


FINAL REDUCTION 


SAVE t £200 


WHIRLPOOL 

50cm Electric Cooker | 

Oven viewing 
window. 

Model ACM219. Was C19SL99. 


FINAL REDUCTION 


CREDA 

50cm Stot-in 
Electric Cooker 
Model 49123. . 

Was £219.99. 

BEKO 

Stan Stotrin 
Bectric Cooker 
Model DC210. 

Mbs £249.99. 

In-store Price £219.99. 


iwunnu 

f19S» 


FINAL REDUCTION 


CREDA 

naaSMBMrieCooiwI 

Model CAPRI 09136.1 

was £29949. was 

£27999- 1 MOUTHS RTOH1 1 


I SALE PRICE 

Ie 269.99 


CREDA 

50an Slot-in 
Electric Cooker 
with Ceramic Hob 

■ Double oven. 

■ Ceramic hob 

■ Available in White 
or Brown. 

Model 48445/6. 

Was £64939. 

Was £549.99. 

In-store Price £479.99. 
6 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 



FINAL REDUCTION 


CREDA 

50an Stotrin 
Bectric Cookar 
Madel 49134. kvstonr 
Wee £38939- G 


FINAL ML—. 

REDUCTION l ~ if „ . , v ■ 



FINAL REDUCTION ■ FINAL REDUCTION 


STOVES 

55cm Slot-in 
Bectric Cooker 
Modd S5HOO.WB 


CREDA won , 

Slot-in Baade Cookerf 
Model 48341/3. 

Was 04999. 


GOon Slot-m f 

Lioo 

i i. 1 



£5SMT We fM<U8.S MONTHS ■DUET HE HUBS’ 6 MOUTHS DflHtEST RB OPTION* 


Bectric Cooker 
a One halogen zone, 
a Double oven 


UBSIHM1 10 MONTHS MEREST HB£ 0FI10H* 


RANGESTYLE 

COOKERS 


SAVE £200 



STOVES 


1110cm Slot-in 
Rangestyie Cooker 
Gas, Electric, Dual Fuel models 
available. 

Model DF1102. Price 
Excluding Hade-in £1449. 

12 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* . 


STOVES IQOOn StaMn Raaoemte Cooker 
Gas, Electric; Duel HIM sjzt Place 

Fuel and LPG PTfl 000 

models available. Hjlalll rnTj 

Modal WEWHOkg i0OOG. 4 »k*4 tenew 


VAs £1049. W MONTHS HTBEST FHS OPlKM* 


FINAL REDUCTION 


LEISURE 

11 Dan Slot-in Gas 

Hanoastvie Coafcar 

KSwCTOBM»DBIHE - 

Was £1749.12 MONTHS MBBI FREE OPTION* 


: 1 50 


TRADE-:!. 


TRADE-IN FRIGE 


£ 


1299 


sjuBPtaal 


LEISURE IIDen SJot-ki 

RunpaRyfc Cooker ■ 

Gn Beat. Dual hd MfJPJl O/Q 

orirenuMiMWc ulllll rl jlnl 

Model RAWXVWSTB1 110. fll » 

IHB£U«rWBnB9 U MONTHS 


DUAL FUEL 
COOKING 

SAVE ilOO 


STOVES 

Gas Hob 

VMO' C-n&ri 
GREEN' 

Was £179.99 ir-gc-eFrcg £12399. 

SERVIS Gas A>r~ 

niSi'^erK?c3t9“]^m| liuxaaw 
n Corv.er: try, 4Tfl 

■ FuV h4-i' -IPS.-. mil fj /M 

VJTiSiC gfi'i 

tteSe:S-"^3S35: -*«sr W-ccCVMH 


FINAL REDUCTION 


HOTPOINT Double Elearic Own 

■ Maxi Ian oven CTWHF nuinea swal 

■ Venable dual gnli 

Mosel BD3< Pntc 

Sid-jding Trade-41 

£57949. k MONTHS W lBtCTmg omON* 

CREDA Dou ble Electric Oven 

■ Mj.n ran oven ^nNuui 

■ Cual variable gnll. 1 

Model 48164 

Wat £«9 99 ' 

6 MOUTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 

HOTPOINT OouMe Beetle Own 

n Becr< ran coomq 

■ Coal rauen 

cMneccr 

■MMMB0S1- — 

Wat £649.99 kMONIHSRUtlEST FREE OPTION* 


FINAL REDUCTION 



Model 284TC. Wat a**9. Was 199 <*i 

SANYO 0-6 tu n. Mkrovrava 

• V.-ltCMltt Cmk«v»BHy^| STOLE ~WMCt 

VW" improw PTJV 
•wai dto-bui-s" Bill efHnq 
a 30 emubr iw ■■■ N * * 

Model EMSMr Wat t59 99 


FINAL REDUCTION 


SANYO 

0 7 (U-tl Mitnnmra I 
ModM IMS IN 

«JlU»4T 

wm£114-w 

BELLING 

Ok cu.ft. Mkmwava 
60 imuiIl' toner 
Model 04 
pjihrr 
Wai 1129.99 





139 



STOVES 

Single EJeonc Own 
Mosel EJ=:3 
.'.r, £Wi 51 

8 MONTHS WTBggr mg OPTION* 


SALE PIDCEl 

e349»! 


STOVES 

Sotgla Bectric Oven 
Model tOOEM 
Was £74949 


G MONTHS INTEHEST FW£8 OPTIOM* 


NEFF Smmes s Steel Single 

Electric Oven 

uede' tis«. 

Ir-Cflf* Ffiff £749.99 


ffcEE WATOilSG K- 


wnanma) 


,i50 


899 


199 


Cat ty*U& t MONTHS MEREST WEE OPTION* 


DAEWOO 

0.G CU-fl MkTOiNzw 

vvHbGnn 

Model W 

Was £10949 

SHARP os 

a BOO %vatt\ poevet 
output 

■ Touch contcei. 

Model R2*. 

Wn £99 99 


FINAL REDUCTION 


WHIRLPOOL 

TOcutl Mkrowavo 
Model UKMt 17 
Wait 129 W 
amc»r^«e£9?5>9 


PANASONIC MultWe waw 

wUhGdfl 

■ HtX* warn qtu>u 
gill. a. J 


i son ivatii power 
ouipuc Model FMC6S7 




EDUCTION 


SHARP Mom 

Uoovcaa ««k(MMtama 
OwnmKMUwWia.’C 
CaC flW maan-Jntt 
(219 99 ftjs«wwaU9*B»M Ait^mfctak 


Lil £ 



FINAL REDUCTION 


PANASONIC man 

kawMukCMitW 
OMBMdGii U-H-H 
wai* -Aa-JNB As 


li'US INk W IMMHIinW 




CLEARANCE 

SAVINGS 


dm 


STOVES 


60an Slot-in Dual Fuel Cooker 

n Separate oven and grill. 

NGashob. 

N Fan main oven. 

Model DFSOOSI. PRICE 

Was £899.99. VIAA 

« SMITHS 


EXTRA 

io% 

OFF 

DISPLAY COOKERS 


HURRY! 

OFF DISPLAY COOKERS & MICROWAVES I while stocks last 



INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 


fi 


[99 


NEW WORLD BBS soon SloMn 

Dual Fuel Cbofeer 

Electric orai and _ , a . 

gas hotL Modd TC WVA Rl 1 1 

Prke Eadudkig Hafltf 

Tradein £279.99. S HBMRI NtBBT ME OFT WH* 

ZANUSSI S Oon SfaMn Dual 

Fnnl Cooker IBBBW nuiMi HWCEJ 

Model ZCMSOOOWH 
Price ExducSng Njbiyir 

Trade-in £399^9. BMiflii 

8 MONTHS BKBieST FHS OPTION* 

ZANUSSI fiOan Slat-in 

Dual Fuel Cooker 
Fan electric 
oven and gas hob. 

Model ZCM52D0WB. 

Was £54949. E HONTHS WISEST RE DFTKM* 


FINAL REDUCTION 


SALE PRICE 


STOVES sso. 

Stein Dual FUtl Cooker I 
Model Df550SI. 

Was £59949 

6 MONTHS INTEREST Rig OPTION* 


BELLING 

SOon Slot-in 
Electric Cooker 
Model 301WH 
Was £21949 
6 Months interest free option* 


FINAL REDUCTION 


TRICITY BEND IX sk ****am 

CWnUaldHS'L 

vne 059?“ L-VCOT 

Fite 033. ( MOUTHS I 

W1BIESTF8aonMM*l 


FINAL REDUCTION 


BELLING Sfcn QllIteklElWrk ante 

Mood Hi SY* £43999.1 

wcct Pnce Q/0J9. 

kNOmfiMTEREST 


EMuLmli 


FINAL REDUCTION 


PARKINSON 

COWAN 

58cm Gas Cooker 
Model D1UC UGXL 
Wa04Bl ikfcfBSB I HRS 


FINAL REDUCTION 


■tete rsoru* 


SHARP 

04 cu. ft. Compact] 

Microwave 

Model R210 WHITE. I 
Was £8ft99 Was £64.99. 


£791 



STOVESi 

Ban Sotii Go taker 

FebM ■ Ins nd Mf| 

Grva rkedd HENHOtE 

S2G5 «» ram km Pn» an » 


FINAL REDUCTION 


559* 


STOVES 60 an MoNn Electric Onote r 

■ Double (Men ■HUM -.Sr rni 

4ndgriM. PVWV r||Q 

■ Ceramic hob. 

Model EDGoDC Was mA Jlnn* 


m 


BELLING 

5Bcnl)»i*iaiBecBa: 

Choker Ussei 35 t»s 

£®*rftnE»59. 

Innse £27155 G HIE MBEST IE SPOOR* 


FINAL REDUCTION 


TRICITY BEN D1X 

BemkCMB f MiipmiTl 

EfcdelS3S2vu>e399H«M 
SnOMWmTERSI 

raaopnor Pl'IlfclJa 


STOVES so. 

9aio Bn Ceobet Untd ] 
SSWH #*159959 

ireo* 


449« 


FINAL REDUCTION 


TRICITY 

BENDIX 

Sob yw-OBm* taker 

Model &400C 


50cm 5lM-ln 



tsy 

aaaiaaattB ubumbek 

STOVES 60cm Slot -in Gas Cooker 
a Separate oven 
and gul ■ Fan main I 

oven. Model 6005i R| Filled : -j 

We£t»fl Wai lilial |tk#i «#J3| 


was £38959. GMOmBIIlBBTHHDmOR* £59939 G MOUTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


£69939. G MOUTHS MTERgT HIS OPnOH* 


FINAL REDUCTION 


STOVES soon 

Stem Bectric Cookar | 

Model EH6005WH. 

Wn £ 9494R. Wat 

£899.99. g mohihs SEBBL mg gngg 

CANNON GOon Slat-In Gas Cooker 

■ Dual cnen. 

■ Fan main oven 

UodrlPCAfiiDUOm | 

Was C879 99. 

6 MONTHS INTHtgST FREE OPTION* 

SANYO 

0.7 cu.lt. Super 
Showcrwavc 
Mkrounvs 
Model EM5103. 

Was £B*W Wai £89.99 



FINAL REDUCTION 


SANYO 

0.7 cu.ft. Ttoudi 

Control Shower- 

wave Moowave 

Model EMS1S3 WM>^lMtWMtgW 

SANYO OJS OLft. Super Shovrenmvo 
Mknnaave with GriBl 
Available In Green f 
or White 
Model EMG201 
Was/JJfrW: Was £119.99 

PANASONIC OS cu.ft. Microwave 

■ 800 watts power B^W^* 1 ‘ — 
output 

■ 6 power levch Hill r I 
Model NN5406. PiAN 11 
Was a»99 Was £ 1 .999 


FINAL REDUCTION 


MATSUI BHB80 

IBath. Hoewwe «n» 

CmMiWiQtminKM | 

Mbdrl I991C Mia 

XW99T Wjs 117999 In-aote pner [>C q ^ 


t159a 


INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 

E 32 * PRODUCTS OVER ^200 


A ^ 

C-AS ELECTRIC 



Had a lower price lor the same 
pitxkKt and oftn compMe, new, 
boxed and In stock In a local shop 
wttbfn 7 days of purchase and 
well notch It. 

WE’LL NEVER 
BE BEATEN 


DeuvBnrdc 

BBWUTIOM 
7DAYS AWEHC 

On a wide range of 
home appliances when 
you purchase before 
4pm. 48 hour delivery 
In parts of Northern 
Ireland and more 
remote parts of 
Scotland. Vou can _ 
even choose morning 
or afternoon delivery, 
or take it home now. 
Ask in-store for full 
details. 


DELIVERY AND 
INSTALLATION 

On all free-standing 
gas and electric 
cookers by CORGI 
registered 
engineers (excludes 
Northern Ireland 
and selected 
Scottish stores]. 


[MAiTcisCARE] EXCLUSIVE 

■ - !. i' ■ MODELS & OFFERS 


*for value that 
is even more 
exceptional, look 
out lor the top 
brand models and 
special offers 
throughout' the 
store that are 
exclusive to DSG 
Retail Ltd. 

Ask in-store for 
tits week's 
exclusives. 


& \ 


PEACE OF MIND FOK 
YEARS TO COME 

Up to 5 years expert 
service support when 
you buy a Mastercare 
C overplan Service 
Agreement. 

•PLUS UP TO 12 
MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION WHEN 
PURCHASED WITH 
ANY PRODUCT 
OVER £250. 

Ask in-store for details. 


INSTANT 

CREDIT 

With Currys 
Premier 
Advantage 
Account you 
can tale 
advantage of 
any credit 
offer in-stcre. 
Ask for details. 


SAME DAY 
SERVICING 

For most 
large Hems 
if you phone 
before 10 am 
Monday to 
Friday and 
live within 
ID miles of a 
Currys store 


CUKKYXMRECT 

For direct, 
doorstep delivery. 
Freephone 0500 
304304 or fax 
01442 88S14S 
(9am -8pm Mon-Fri, 
9jm-5 30pm Sat. 
10jm-5pm Sun). 
Delivery charges 
from C3 25 
Part of DSG Retail 
Lid 


AM 0 UUS 


M-STORE 


SHOPS AMD 
PC RAM 
UPGRADES 

Repairs 7 
days a week 
(same day 
wherever 
possible). 



A EXAMPLE Of INTEREST 
T FREE OPTION ON 
SELECTED PRODUCTS 

ifli 


Currys 


BRITAIN’S BIGGEST 
ELECTRICAL STORES 

All Superstores offer easy parking, late night shopping and Sunday opening. 

Ring 0990 500049 tor details of your nearest stare. 

Written quotations from Currys, Dept MK. Hemcl Hempswad. Hem HR? ?TG. 
Currys are licensed credit brokers. Ask in store for dctjih. 


2 MONTHS 
# OPTION 


»% dram HWS. R RMnUy nm 
oKtUa Briw of Q3741 bdM 

. (or «MI tht 1 M «wmW* uMiMrt. 

'"1B.N1HBT 


NtaMe»9S&l 
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jblvM mi i : 


OUR VOUCHER 
SPECIALS! 


I i! rt . t !?. te !*^9^ 1| 9i«teu»XMmi«i»KMdBtedumBWiualmagw 

saw r»n xdwrt (a m Com rim to (tak* tou dbiaatt (£■ mete M**« 

partaa. Son voakn otbn mt m dfnaum la nun n ade« edm ker tau* tek 

sm« ortnv lundi m* IXuiuit Cod* 1 |Haad CMha oltsl nUBPItea 

Tpixn^vWwdllNttatenrwiraMi^llCMdfoedwvkifBWd 
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HOME NEWS/7 


THE EXPERT S GUIDE TO WILD MUSHROOMS 



Mushroom pickers get a code of conduct 

CQ P~ By Mic hael McCAkiar here, and partly because of the the aesthetic qualities of roundings, yet we have had it’s only common souse that agreed to the code but are law,” said Professor Roy 


•- t 1' t -rj ■ 


rooms is published today. It 
calls on people to act respon- 
sibly show restraint and leave 
some fungi behind. 

The code has been devel- 
oped in response to fears that 
the increasing vogue for wild 
mushrooms in restaurants is 
leading to over-pi cking which 
is harming, woodlands and 
wildlife. 

Tasty species such as 
chanterelles, ceps and horns of 
plenty collected with passion in 
continental Europe but for long 
left on the ground in the UK, 
are now fetching British 
pickers remarkable s tmts A 
recent survey put their retail 
price per pound in 
supermarkets and deli- 
catessens at £13, £45 and 
£85 respectively. 

But such handsome rewards 
have led some collectors and 
commercial pickers to 
riamagw the habitats where the 
mushrooms grow. They have 
wiped (dean whole areas 
of wood and forest by picking 
the inedible as well as the 




the rite. The code suggests 
that anyone who wants to pick 
seriously should attend a 
course, or a foray — an organ- 
ised mushroom-gathering ex- 
pedition. 

“Be aware that some fungi 
are very poisonous and many 
others may make you unwell,” 
it warns. 

In (hawing up the code 
English Nature has enlisted 
the support of the Forestry 
Commission, the National 
Trust, the Woodland Trust, the 
Association of British Bmgus 
Groups and another expert 
body, the British Mycological 
Society. 

Antonio Carfucdo, owner of 
The Neal Street Restaurant in 
London and the capital’s best- 
known enthusiast for wild 
mushrooms, also gave it his 
backing. “Take only what you 
need for personal use and pick 
only thoseyou are 100 per cent 
sure about Don't destroy the 
poisonous ones,” he said. 

The return to culinary 


:3 Wp- 

p % 



Professor Roy Waffing, a wild mushroom expert, hopes 
the new code wOl be "flexible’ Colin McPherson 


edible species. After subse- 
quent dose examination the 
inedible mies are thrown away 
Such practices have led com- 
mercial picking to be banned in 
the New Forest 

The30-pdnt code, published 
by English Nature, the 
Government's wildlife agency 
in collaboration with several 
other conservation organisa- 
tions, offers guidelines on how 
to collect and enjoy wild mush- 
rooms in a sustainable way 
It urges pickers to minimise 
damage to vegetation, leaf lit- 
ter and soil, not to take rare 
species, not to pick button 
mushrooms that have not yet 
expanded their caps, and . to 

take no more than is wanted for 


says, should be no more than 
about three pounds per person 
per visit, or no more than half 
the mushrooms of any one 
spedes present, whichever is 
thelowec 

The code does not discour- 
age commercial picking but 
says it should be agreed with 
the landowner or manager of 


favour of wild mushrooms in 
Britain has been a notable, if 
small-scale, cultural event 
Until the Seventies, Britons 
almost alone oi the European 
peoples paid no heed to 
their wild fungi, eating only 
cultivated mushrooms and 
the common white - field 
mushroom, anduri ng file word 
"toadstool” for mushrooms 
they thought inedible. (The two 
words are in fact entirety in- 
terchangeablej 

But a change began in 1972 
with the naturalist Richard 
Mabey’s book JFbod For Free, 
which showed what culinary 
riches the countryside offered. 
It was followed by other cook- 
books celebrating wild mush- 


putting them on menus. 

“There has been an enor- 
mous increase in the coDection 

ofwild mushrooms in Britain in 
recent years," said Brian John- 
son, English Nature’s botanical 
services manager: “It’s partly 
because people have eaten 
them in France and other 
places and want to try them 


Flights at £16.99 
in air-fare war 


RYANAIR, THE lOW-COSt air- 
Aline, launched a sale of a mfl- 
^'lion one-way “ Europe 
yesterday as a response to 


offers. 

The sale wiD last for 12 days. 

It includes flights to 26 desti- 
nations, to be taken between 12 
September and 16 December; 
at fares from £16.99. . 

Michael O’Leary chief ex- 
ecutive of 

the prices and availability of 
tickets during BA’s 48-hour 


BY Karo WatsontSmyth . 

was much larger and involved 
more long-haul flights,” she 
said. 

“Competition is not re- 
stricted to feres alone, it in- 
dudes service in the air and on 

the ground, and we offer a full 
service including food and 

drink, so the sales do not real- 
ly compare.” 

The £1659 feres wfllbe avail- 


seat sale should be run- 

A spokeswoman for BAsafo 

it was unconcerned bytne 

Ryanair offer and had no plans 

offer another sale at the mo- 
InenL “Ryanairis^**^ 
strates what we bave_ always 
said, that competition benefits 
the consumes but our sale 


Rimini in Italy. Bristianstadm 
Sweden and St Etienne in 
France, as well as from Laxton 
and Iiverpool to Dublin, and 
Stanstedto Prestwick in Scot- 
land. Plights to Pisa, Stock- 
holm, Carcassonne and Oslo 
wfll cost £29-99 one way, but 
only for weekday travel 
Alkane travelling on Friday 
Saturday « Sunday will have to 


nary value by people like An- 
tonio Cartucrio.” 

It was not certain that mass 
p icking actually harmp^ the 
mushrooms themselves, Dr 
Johnson said, but it did harm 


and the wildlife they supported. 

“Wild mugiwiyww are en- 
joyed in the autumn by many 
members of the public who 
don't wish to pick them, but who 
see them as part of the sur- 


rrir .TIT TT m 


stripped of everything by eight 
in the morning,” he said. “Tve 
seen a Land Rover fulL” 

Up to 1,000 insect and other 
invertebrate species depended 
on wild fungi, he said. “And 


buds erf one particular species 
year after year, you are 
very likely to cause local ex- 
tinctions of the organisms 
that live on those spedes." 

The mycologists have 


provisions. “The sdentific evi- 
dence shows that commercial 
picking is not in feet damaging 
tiie numbers of fungi, and we 
want the code to remain flexi- 
ble, and not be turned into a 


mushroom expert 

He retired this summer after 
working at the Royal Botanic 
Garden, Edinburgh. Yesterday 
he was leading 36 cep- fanciers 
on a foray in Perthshire. 
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Meer Rodney. The brainchild of BNFL, 
he and his human friends are bnsy working all . 
around the world, decommissioning outdated 
nuclear sites. 

And die reason we’re in so much demand 
abroad is our track record at home 

We can transform old nuclear installations 
into reusable land. We've decommissioned 
one of Europe's largest industrial buildings, 
and recycled over 10,000 tonnes of metal for 
general use. 

At Selkfield, we’re working on one of die 
world’s largest decoannusooning casts, with 24 


major projects under way. -This, togerher with 
our unrivalled 45 years of broad experience 
in the nuclear industry, has led to many an 
invitation from other countries. 

In the USA, we’ve built a state-of-the-art 
decontamination and metals recycling faefliry 
in Tennessee. After showing how to handle 
liquid waste by turning it into a more readily- 
managed solid form, we are building the world’s 
largest vitrification facility at Hanford. 

While at Idaho, we are now planning, 
constructing and p rojec t managing a wane 
treatment plant. 


Having thus earned our spurs, we've 
recently partnered with a US engineering 
company to acquire the American-based 
nod ear giant Wesringhonse, creating a truly 
world-beating combination. 

In Russia, we are working on the design of 
used fuel stores. Worldwide, we are competing 
for several big decommissioning and waste 
management projects. 

And the bottom line? With Magnox 
Electric integrated into BNFL, our 1997-98 
profit before axis £199 million on a turnover 
of £1341 million, allowing the Government to 


mop up a shareholder dividend of £53 million. 

provide skilled jobs for over 16,000 people, 
and with over £13 billion worth of contracts in 
(he bag, we're looking forward to even more 
sparkling results in the years ahead. 

To learn more about what we do, come to 
our Visitors Centre at Sellafield or sec our 
website at wwwJmfl.com 


BNFL 
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Ashdown moves Lib Dem policy radically to right 


By Paul Waugh 

Political Correspondent 
PADDY ASHDOWN threw down 

the gauntlet to leftwingers in bis 

party yesterday when he an- 
nounced a radical overhaul of 
Liberal Democrat policy. 

Mr Ashdown guaranteed a 
stormy parly conference later 
this month as he unveiled his 
“mid- term manifesto" to repo- 
sition the party away from the 
old-style politics erf tax and 
spend and towards private 
enterprise and individual ini- 
tiative. 

Among the policies most 
likely to cause uproar are plans 
to take schools out of the con- 
trol of local authorities, to make 
prisonere work and to introduce 
compulsory private second 
pensions. 

Mr Ashdown admitted that 
he was prepared lbr“ strenuous 
debate" of the proposals, while 
one MP warned that some 
of the plans were certain to 
“scare the pants off" the more 
traditional rank-and-file party 
members. 

The blueprint, which follows 
an exhaustive six-month re- 
view, is intended to offer a 
brand new Liberal Democrat 
approach for the forthcoming 
elections to the European Par- 
liament, Scottish Parliament 
and fffelsh Assembly. 

Mr Ashdown said that the 
Liberal Democrats should be- 
come the “pathfinders" of 
British politics, mapping out in- 
novative ways (rf creating a na- 
tion of strong dtizaisba(£ed by 
an enabling, non-interfering 
government 

“It is the most radical repo- 
sitioning and recasting of a 
party’s agenda that we have 
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Towards a 
Citizens’ Britain 




Paddy Ashdown, the Liberal Democrat leader, launching his policy review at the party’s headquarters in Westminster yesterday 


seen in the last five or ten 
years," he said. 

“The decision is a very clear 
one -whether the party goes off 
to the left or whether the party 
goes out ahead of British poli- 
tics and takes up its tradition- 
al position for the future.” 

The 113-page document, en- 
titled Moving Ahead: Towards 


a Citizen's Britain, proposes 
performance-related £ay for 
minis ters and senior dvQ ser- 
vants as part of a new public 
service contract between 
government and the people. 

The flagship policy of patting 
one penny on income tax to fund 

education r emains mtart, as does 
a commitment to proportional 


representation, but other ideas 
show a marked shift away from 
what Mr Ashdown called “the 
Nanny State”. 

He contrasted his party's 
approach with that of the 
Labour Government, which be 
claime d had a strong “smell of 
moral authoritarianism". 

He said: “Look at beef on the 


bone. Mr Blair says he’s a de- 
mocrat but his government 
acts like a government of con- 
trol freaks." 

A new style of governing 
body for education - Neigh- 
bourhood School “Busts, whose 
members would be taken from 
the local community - would 
take over the running of 
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schools from local education 
authorities. Mr Ashdown said: 
“There are some people in the 
party who will not find it [the 
transfer of responsibility] ter- 
ribly easy to accept or accom- 
modate. Some local authorities 
will find it worrying that a local 
authority will change its rela- 
tionship to a school" 


Brian Harris 

The paper also proposes 
radical financial reforms, in- 
cluding taking 10 million people 
out of paying income tax by in- 
creasing the level of personal 
allowances. 

Compulsory private second 
pensions would be introduced, 
with the proviso that the Chan- 
cellor could raise or lower the 


Lords attack 
on ‘rushed’ 
terror Bill 



THE GOVERNMENTS emer- 
gency anti-terror legislation 
was set to become law today de- 
spite further attacks by peers 
about the lack of time to con- 
sider the measures with prop- 
er scrutiny. 

While peers broadly sup- 
ported the Criminal Justice 
{Terrorism and Conspiracy) 
Bill they warned during a 
Lords debate last night that the 
legislation could contravene 
the European Convention on 
Human Rights. 

Peers followed MPs in com- 
plaining about ministers' in- 
sistence to push the Bill on to 
the statute book in less than 48 
hours, but agreed to pass it in 
one session. 

The measures, drafted in 
the wake of the terrorist atroc- 
ities in Omagh, Nairobi and Dar 
es Salaam, are mirrored by 
legislation passed in the Dail 
Ireland’s Lower House. 

The Bill win mate it easier 
to prosecute people for mem- 
bership of outlawed terrorist 
groups - the Real ERA, which 
claimed responsibility for the 
Omagh massacre, the Conti- 
nuity IRA, the INLA and the 
LVF. It win also outlaw UK- 
based groups that conspire to 
commit offences abroad 

Leading the protests in the 
Lords against the Govern- 
ment’s timetable, the Liberal 
Democrat chief whip. Lord 
Harris of Greenwich, said: “Wfe 
are invited to abandon our role 
as a revising Chamber. 

“We are asked to give the ex- 
ecutive almost absolute power 
to put the legislation on the 
statute book without detailed 
debate in the normal manner.” 

The Opposition peers’ leaden 
Viscount Cranbome, joined the 
protest, voicing “deep unease" 
about the manner in which the 
Bill had been introduced. 

Lord Cranbome said the 
“extraordinarily hurried and 
unprepared way” it had been 
brought in was evident in its 
drafting and called for reas- 
surances about being able to re- 
view the legislation later to 
ensure it was in good order 

Labour’s Lord Stoddart of 
Swindon said there was ab- 
solutely no reason why the 
Bill’s clause dealing with con- 
spiracy to commit crimes 
abroad needed to be introduced 
with this Bill. He said: “We un- 
derstand the need to have leg- 
islation to deal with terrorism, 
but it should be the right legis- 
lation and correct legislation 
that will do good.” 

Responding, the Leader of 


By Sarah Schaefer 
P arliamentary Reporter 

the House of Lords, Baroness 
Jay of Paddington, promised 
that Parliament would have 
the opportunity to review the 
Bill on an annual basis and as- 
sured peers that the Govern- 
ment’s Chief Whip was already 
looking at the issue of dealing 
with emergency legislation. 

“We take these matters very 
seriously and the substantive 
points raised will be ad- 
dressed." she said. 

Peers then approved without 
a vote the Government’s motion 
to enable the Bill to go through 
the Lords in just one sitting. 

Opening the Bill’s second 



Warnings: Lords Mayhew 
(above) and Molyneaux 



reading debate, the Home Of- 
fice minister Lord Williams of 
Mostyn reminded critics of the 
legislation that it had been cre- 
ated in response to the murders 
in Omagh and to the “dear and 
present danger" of terrorism. 

The Bill aimed to stop ter- 
rorist groups from derailing 
the Good Friday Agreement, 
makes admissible in court the 
opinion of a senior police offi- 
cer that an individual is a mem- 
ber of such groups, allows a 
suspect's failure to answer 
questions to be be taken into ac- 
count and gives the police the 
power to seize their property. 

The Liberal Democrat 
spokesman on Northern Ire- 
land. Lord Holme of Chel- 


tenham, said Lhc Bill could 
have been introduced in a 
“more measured way". 

The Bishop of Hereford, the 
Rt Rev John Ofivu; said Hie Gov- 
ernment’s failure over the past 
two years to introduce audio- 
taping of police interviews in 
Northern Ireland proved that the 
Bill was -fraught with danger". 

But the former Ulster 
Unionist Leader. Lord Moly- 
neaux of Killead. warned that 
the Real IRA was as deadly as 
the body to which they for- 
merly belonged. He stressed 
that the renegade republican 
group had transferred much of 
its weaponry from the IRA and 
warned that it was likely to have 
built up a formidable armoury 
by early next year. “I cannot re- 
gard the Bill as totall y adequate 
to contain such a threat" he said. 

Lord Llqyd of Berwick, one of 
Britain's most senior law lords 
and the judge chosen to review 
the law mi terrorism in 1996, said 
that Bill would contribute noth- 
ing to the fight against terror- 
ism. He added that any 
conviction that stemmed from 
the Bill would not stand up m the 
European Court of Justice. “No 
judge anywhere in the world 
could convict solely on the say 
so of a police officer." 

Lord Lloyd added that even 
Lord Diplock had considered 
and rejected the idea of draw- 
ing inferences from a suspect’s 
silence, as long ago as 1973. 

Lord Mayhew of INvysden, 
the former Secretary of State 
for Northern Ireland, acknowl- 
edged that there had been 
“overwhelming pressure” on 
the Government to introduce 
anti-terrorist legislation after 
the Omagh bombing. “But we 
have to be careful that this Bill 
does not turn out to be dan- 
gerous law,” he said. 

He opposed the power to 
allow the Home Secretary to 
overrule the Attorney General's 
refusal to prosecute a case, 
claiming “1 find that quite ex- 
traordinary". 

Lord Avebury, former chair- 
man of the all-party human 
rights group at Westminster, 
tabled amendments opposing 
the entire conspiracy abroad 
provisions. 

Earl Russell urged for a re- 
striction of the conspiracy pro- 
visions to countries which have 
free and fair elections. 

“Moral outrage, hovveverjus- 
tified. confers no dispensation 
from the immutable law of pol- 
itics, that measures must be 
capable of producing the de- 
sired effect" he said. 


#’ d 


level of contributions to keep 
inflation under control 

The document proposes 
greater entrepreneurship and 
experimentation in the delivery 

of public services and service 
delivery contracts to allow 
voters to monitor politicians’ 
pledges. 

The idea, which has been pi- 
oneered in New Zealand, would 
mean that a minister’s pay 
could be docket) by up to 15 per 
cent if he failed to produce the 
results he promised. 

An early indication of oppo- 
sition to the blueprint camo. 
from Jackie Ballard, MP fo*J 
Taunton, who said that the Idea* 
of neighbourhood committees^ 
running schools was deeply® 
flawed. 

-There Is a danger you win 
have a second tier of schools,-. 
whereas with the local educa- ' 
tion authorities, they have the 
duty to make sure all the . 
schools in their area achieve a 
certain standard." 

Philip Willis, Liberal Demo- 
crat education spokesman, ac- 
knowledged that the schools 
proposal was going to meet 
opposition. 

“It's certain that parts of 
our party-, particularly the coun- 
cillors and even MPs, will feel 
that we are going to undermine 
our strong base in local gov-: 
eminent. 

“It will scare the pants off ' 
many of them, but those feara 
are unfounded. Giving power 
back to individuals is the very _ 
essence of liberal democracy. 

“There are many individuals 
in the party who are more in 
tune with Old Labour than . 
liberal democracy.” 

Lending article, 
Review, page 3 
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Lairds’ feudal powers to be ended 


THE lairds and public bodies 
that own vast tracts of Scotland 

wfll be put on notice today that 
their feudal grip is to be broken 
and ordinary folk allowed a 
greater stake in the land. 

Donald Dewar, Secretary of 
State for Scotland, will tell a 
K gathering in Aviemore there 
v needs to be more diversify in 

the way land is owned and an 
end to a laird’s power to blot* 
. — ■«- * «. 
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By Stephen Goodwin 
Scotland Correspondent 

symbolic issue .in a country 
where even the most urban 
Scot retains a romantic at- 
tachment to the hills and glens. 
But domination by a small 
number of large estates and the 
feudal system governing 
tenures and usage have been 
sore points for generations. 

Labour and the Scottish Na- 
tional Party are pledged to re- 


form, which will be high on the 
agenda of the Scottish Parlia- 
ment when it starts work next 
year But Landowners fear they 
could become the victims of a 
new legislature wanting to 
demonstrate its virility and in- 
tent an misconceived revenge 
for the Highland clearances of 
200 years ago. 

Mr Dewar is to release the 
second of a series of consulta- 
tion papers. The first, “iflenli- 
fying the Problems”, was 


issued last February Tbday’s 
turns to possiUe solutions. A 
final report is to be issued at the 
endof thisyeac 

lie 360 responses to tbe first 
paper ranged from a minority 
in favour of the status qua to 
radical public-ownership de- 
mands. However a source said 
then? W»3 “no st ring itomnniP 1 

for a ban on foreign ownership 
of estates or on “absentee' 1 
landlords. 

The attitude of Lord Sewd, 


the minister chairing the land 
r efor m working group, is that 
“there are exceedingly good for- 
eign owners and there are 
some exceedingly bad Scots 
owners”. What matters is tbe 
way land is managed rattier 
than ffw* nationality or identify 
of who controls it 
While tbe Scottish Parlia- 
ment will be free to adopt a 
more radical approach, the 
blueprint is likely to focus on re- 
moving feudal barriers to 


small-scale businesses that 
could help sustain rural com- 
munities and Tnrrwiwmg the 
“diversify’* of ownership, 
though Hiia appmc tn atfl p atuirt 

of enforced sales. People should 
also be allowed a say in how the 
private land around them is 
used, it will suggest 

Most of rural Scotland con- 
sists of fewa- than 1^00 private 
estates. Tbp of the private own- 
ership lMgiw is the Duke of 
Bucdeuch, with estates to- 


talling more than 250,000 acres. 

Any reform is likely to in- 
dude powers to create new 
crofts or i m fllh ffiHing i;, There 
are 17,500 crofts in the High- 
lands and islands. Demand 
from young local people is well 
in excess of suppfy though 
many holdings are un worked - 
another target of reform. 

A novd idea could see ouft- 
ing extended beyond its tradi- 
tional areas to the Lowlands, 
providing an alternative liveli- 


hood in communities once de- 
pendent on mining cm- industry 

The Scottish Landowners’ 
Federation will resist giving 
tenants a right to buy and any 
restrictions on the size of es- 
tates or foreign ownership. 

Yesterday it voiced the fear 
that a new parliament might 
use the issue to demonstrate it 
had teeth. “Hopefliftx the idea 
oftakmgrevenge for the Clear- 
ances has been stamped on," 
said a spokesman. 
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Crofters bought Eigg for £LSm with partners the Highland Council and Scottish W ildlife Trust Murdo Mnc feo d Residents of Knoydart need to find to buy their land hadr ft-nm En glish landlords 

...and the investors’ estate 


JeffMitcheU 


The people’s own island... 


■A 



FOR SCOTTISH crofters who as- 
pire to be masters of their own 
territory a scrap of land in the 
Hebrides has become a symbol 
of a community's triumph over 
a series of indifferent foreign 
lairds. 

The 60 residents of Eigg re- 
cently celebrated the first an- 
niversary of a successful 
campaig n to buy the island. 

The deal, clinched in June 
1997, ended 700 years of private 
ownership and was seen as an 
important victory for advocates 
of Scottish land reform. 


Locals, who now own the 
windswept outcrop in partner- 
ship with the Highlan d Council 
and the Scottish Wildlife imst, 
raised £13 million to buy the 
land. The deal made Eigg the 
first community-owned island 
in Britain and marked the end 
of decades of alleged neglect at 
the hands of absentee lairds. 

The most recent was Martin 
Maruma, an eccentric German 
artist who paid nearly £2 million 
for the 7,400-acre island in 1995. 
Mr Maruma, who foiled to ful- 
fil a promise to invest £15 mil- 


lion, was forced by creditors to 
put lWgg up for safe after only 
15 mnnflig Islanders saw their 
rfuinw* and launched a pub Be 
appeal that bro ught tho mmnds 
of donations from around the 
world. 

Ebr decades, Kgg, an hour’s 
ferry ride from the Scottish 

mainland, was re g arded as a 

rich man’s pl ay thing 

Mr Maruma bought it from 
Keith Scheflenberg, a York- 
shire businessman who fen out 
with residents after his vintage 
Rolls-Royce was set alight 


Crofters now have security of 
tenure on their land, and the 
community is putting together 
a development plan for the is- 
land based on tourism, forming 
and w ildlife. 

Another source of inspiration 
is the Assynt estate in Suther- 
land, which crofters bought 
from a private landowner six 
years ago. They run and man- 
age it, and have introduced a 
number of innovative 'projects, 
including forestry, hydro-dec- 
trirify »nd fish forming. 

Kathy Marks 


residents OF the remote 
Knoydart estate in the West 
Highlands have long nurtured 
the amhitinn of buying their 
land. But they are still a lung 
way off raising enough money 
to meet the £23 million asking 
{vice. 

Knoydart has changed own- 
ership three times in the past 
12 years. Localsputinannn- 
snccessfol bid eazfier this yeai; 
and the estate passed into the 
hands of the current landlords, 
gtjyheaHiiidiHfe imd Christo- 
pher Harrison, English busi- 


nessmen. Soon after the buy- 
out in April, it emerged that the 
two men have a chequered his- 
tory. They are bring investi- 
gated by the Serious Fraud 
and the Department of 
Ttade and Industry because of 
a string of company failures. 

The 70 r esidents, who passed 
a vote of no confidence in their 
landlords after Ian Robertson, 
the estate manager; was 

Sarimd, havp laifnrh pdflpnhKr 

appeal and raised nearly 
#im through the fund-raising 
Knoydart Foundation. 


The 16,000-acre estate, 
which lies on the edge of Lodi 
Nevis, was one of the areas 
worst hit by the Highland clear- 
ances that followed the defeat 
of Bonnie Prince Charlie at 
the Battle of CuDoden in 1746. 

Over the years, it has had a 
series of colourful owners, in- 
cluding Lord Brocket, grand- 
father of the current peei; who 
was imprisoned for Nazi sym- 
pathies during the Second 
World War 

He sold out in the 1950s and 
it passed through several 


lafrriRj including Lord Hewlmth, 
the Conservative whip In the 
House of Lords. In 1983 it was 
bought by Titaghui; a Dundee 
jute company which intended 
to turn it into an adventure hol- 
iday resort 

The estate is now owned by 
Knoydart Peninsular; in which 
Mr Harrison and Mr Hinchliffe 
have controlling stakes. John 
TurviD, manag in g director of 
the company said recently that 
it had been vilified because it 
was headed by Englishmen. 

Kathy Marks 
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Since OUT launch on 5th January 1998 we have taken in over 
£1 billion in savings. This makes us ihe fastest growing British 
telephone bank. We put our incredible success down to: 

• Great rates 

. Experienced telephone operators 

• Simple procedures. 

We would like to offer our sincere thanks to everyone who 


has chosen to save with us. If you don't already save with 
Standard life Bank, perhaps you might like to consider why 
quite so many people have made the move. 

• Excellent tiered rates of interest 

• Choice of Direct Access or 50 Day Notice Account 

• No minimum deposit 

• No limit on the number of withdrawals. 


To join Britain's fastest growing telephone bank, give us a call 
today or contact your financial adviser. 


Saving has never been simpler 


PHONE LINES OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 8AM-9PM, SATURDAY 8AM-SPM 

, .. rfOTML -Gross p-a- - tbe rate of lateren p*id ymriy wttboni dMnrdnn of lower art tax to eflglble nOO-ta*pay«s. Theiate qnoted *ppUei to balances on Personal 50 Day Notice Accounts of £250,000 and oven Rates may Tary. A penalty will be charged if you 

Terms Condition* Standard Life Bank Limited lsa company reglnaed in Scotland (number SCI 73683) Registered Office Standard Life House 30 LothiaA R©»«1 Bdliibnxtfi EHJ 2DH. Telephone oDt will be monitored and recorded to help at improve customer service, 

do not give wsoclcardayi nonce 
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Another place 
you can pay your 
TV licence. 
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McDonald gets new documentary 


ITV ANNOUNCED a new job 
yesterday for the newsreader 
Trevor McDonald. Hot on the 
Hpptq nfits campaig n to abolish 
News at Ifen. the network said 
that it has awarded the biggest 
contract yet for a curre nt , affair s 
programme, and that Mr 
McDonald will be the main 
presentee 

The new programme, to be 
based on the vintage American 
series $0 Minutes , will be an 
hour long; and will be made by 
Manchester-based Granada 
Television and ITN. Mr Mc- 
Donald's role will be in the 
American tradition, a charis- 
matic central figure steering 
the viewer through in-depth 
reports and breaking stories. 


By JANE ROBINS 

Media Correspondent 

A second presenter is likely 
and the name of Channel ffs 
Kirsty Young is mentioned. 

However; ccmtracts are fer from 
settled, and ITV was not pre- 
pared to comment on the sub- 
ject. 

The deal, said industry in- 
siders, smacks of horse- 
trading. rTN and Mr McDonald 
had been required to make a 
huge sacrifice by ITV in giving 
up News at Ten. - but the 60 Min- 
utes deal delivers the company 
a compensating high-prestige 
project 

The contract and Mr Mc- 
Donald’s participation is 


dep en de n t on the Independent 
Television Commission CTO 
approving the News at Ten de- 
dsion. However Steve Ander- 
son. IXVs controller of current 
affairs, said yesterday he was 
“confident of proposals put for- 
ward to the ITC proceeding.” 

The 60 Minutes contract is 
worth up to £8 milli on a yeas 
and the battle to secure it was 
long and bitter Granada and 
ITN beat strong rival bids from 
other big players including 
Carlton, Twenty-Twenty Tele- 
vision, United Productions/ 
Barraclough Carey and York- 
shire Television. 

Mr McDonald, as presente; 
had been competing In a “beau- 
ty contest” with Brsty Young 


and, until he recently signed a 
new BBC contract, Jeremy 
Paxman, He was also Carlton’s 
first choice as anchorman. 

mrs chief executive, 
Richard Eyre, said yesterday 
that Granada bad won because 
“it combined a proven track 
record in delivering high qual- 
ity ITV current affairs with a 
new and exciting w^y of pro- 
ducing the biggest factual show 
on television”- 
Tbose words will not sound 
sweet to losing bidder Carlton, 
which has had its factual pro- 
gramming discredited by con- 
troversy over a documentary. 
The Connection, which includ- 
ed fake scenes of drug smug- 
glers, and another that fated an 


exclusive interview with Fidel 
Castro. Mr Anderson, however, 
said Carlton had submitted a 
strong had and had simply been 
beaten by a better one. In the 
final moments of the contest, a 
wrangle had been evident over 
whether the links between ITV 
bosses and Granada were too 
dose for comfort David liddi- 
ment, the director of pro- 
grammes at ITV is a former 
Granada while ITV’s 
Steve Anderson is the brother 
of Jeff Anderson, who is the se- 
ries producer on the Granada 
bid. 

The ITC, meantime, yester- 
day asked television viewers to 
submit their views on the abo- 
lition of News at Hen, and ITV’s 


proposals for a new evening 
television schedule. 

The television regulator said 

the public consultation would be 
vital to its decision, expected m 

late November; on whether to 
allow ITV to proceed with its 
controversial plan. 

Viewers are to be asked how 
mnrli they care about whether 

films and drama are, as at pre- 
sent, interrupted by News at 
Ifenandthe regional news that 
follows it The relative position 
of the BBC is also a factor ^ View- 
ers will be asked if they mind 
that , under nVs proposal, the 

only foll-tength news bulletin on 
the five terrestrial chann els 
between 8pm and llpm would 
be on the BBC. 
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McDonald: Main presenter 
of the new programme 


At the post office, 
by post and 
now by phone. 

0800 328 4090 

Quote ref: P35 

Tlf 

LICENSINGS 


Doctors’ 
drinking 
‘out of 
control’ 


BY JEREMY LAURANCE 
Health Editor 

JUNIOR DOCTORS drink up to 
six pints of beer a day and take 
illicit drugs including cannabis, 
LSD and ecstasy according to 
a studiy. 

The scale of excessive drink 
and drug taking may be putting 
at risk the health of the doctors 
and the safety of their patients, 
researchers from the Univer- 
sity of Newcastle say. 

The survey of 90 newly qual- 
ified doctors at 18 hospitals in 
the North-east of England 
found 60 per cent were drink- 
ing above the recommended 
safety limits of two pints of 
beer or equivalent a day for a 
man and one and a half pints for 
a woman. Tea doctors, four 
men and six women, were 
drinking at hazardous levels, 
defined as over 25 pints or 
equivalent a week for a man 
and 17.5 pints fora woman. 

One man drank 42 pints a 
week (six a day) and one 1 
woman drank 30 pints (over 
foura day). Overall, the doctors’ . 
drinking had increased since 
they were medical students. 

More than a third of the 
men and almost one-fifth of the 
women used cannabis and I 
more than one in ten of both i 
sexes said they used other illicit 
drugs inclu ding magi c mush- 
rooms. LSD, ecstasy, amyl ni- 
trate and cocaine. The main 
reason they gave for their drug 
use was “pleasure.” 

The survey revealed that 
one-fifth of the men and near- 
ly half the women had high lev- 
els of stress and anset* but this 
was related to pressures of 
work, not drink and drugs. 

The authors, writing in The 
Lancet, say that the lifestyle of 
junior doctors uncovered by 
the survey is unlikely to be con- ! 
fined to the North-east “The 1 
current drinking habits, illicit 
drug use and stress in some ju- 
nior doctors is of concern, not ! 
only for their own well being, 
but also how they may affect pa- 1 
dents’ care.” 

They point out that manda- 
tory urine screening is carried 
out by the British Army and 1 
some companies in Britain and 
among doctors in the United 
States. “Should routine or 
random drug and alcohol 
soeening programmes be con- 
sidered?" they ask. 




Head and neck massag e is one of the alternative therapies on offer at the Mind Body Spirit Festival at Alexandra Palace in London, ending on Sunday Tom Pilston 

Scientists find billions of tons of 
ice lying under the Moon’s poles 


THE MOON possesses up to 10 
times more water than scien- 
tists previously thought possi- 
ble, according to the latest 
results of a study that could be- 
come the basis of a plan to 
colonise the lunar landscape. 

Analysis of the data sent 
from the Lunar Prospector 
satellite has shown that there 
are likely to be billions of tons 
oficejust under the Moon’s sur- 
face, which could be used as 
drinking water and fuel for fu- 
ture manned missions. 

Scientists from Nasa, the 
American space agency, origi- 
nally thought that the signals 
sent back from the satellite in- 


by Steve Connor 
S cience Editor 

cheated that water existed as a 
widely diffuse “frost” of frozen 
water in the lunar soiL 

But further analysis indi- 
cates that large chunks of 
frozen water are present, hav- 
ing been deposited over thou- 
sands of years by ice-laden 
comets falling into shaded 
craters where the day-time 
temperature has never ex- 
ceeded the melting point of 
water. 

Ice would be easier to mine 
as a source of drinking water for 
the inhabitants of a lunar base 


Antibiotic misuse 
breeds diseases 


and would be a valuable source 
of energy. 

Solar-generated electricity 
could split lunar water into hy- 
drogen and oxygen, the essen- 
tial ingredients of rocket fuel, 
making it feasible for the Moon 
to be used as a staging post to 
explore other planets. 

Bill Feldman, a lunar 
scientist at the Los Alamos 
National Laboratory in New 
Mexico, said the latest data, 
which is published in the jour- 
nal Science, shows that the 
mission to explore the lunar 
surface has been an “over- 
whelming” success. 

An instrument on board the 
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563m (£l03m> satellite was able 
to identify the presence of small 

amounts of hydrogen on the 
lunar surface, which serves as 
a signature for the presence of 
water 

Scientists believe hydrogen 
is likely to be bound up in water 
molecules in the lunar soil, 
trapped In the cracks and 
crevices of craters near the 
poles that have never been ex- 
posed to direct sunlight 

•The data show clearly 
where the hydrogen is. It’s lo- 
calised in spots near the poles 
and it has be buried about half 
a metre or so,” Dr Feldman 
said. 


“In making our initial esti- 
mates. we assumed the water 
was spread over the footprint' 
[area scanned by] the instru- 
ment As we’ve gathered more 
data we’ve found that it’s not 
spread out as we first assumed, 
but concentrated,” he said. 

Nasa scientists estimate 
that there may be as much as 
three billion tons of ice de- 
posited at the lunar poles, with 
there being about 15 per cent 
more at the north pole. 

Although the manned Apol- 
lo missions to the Moon failed 
to detect any water scientists 
believe this was because the 
spacecraft landed near the 




Crop engineering 
‘failing’ the hungry 


DOCTORS AND patients must 
curb their appetite for antibi- 
otics if the world is to preserve 
one of its most important phar- 
macological weapons against 
disease, the Government’s chief 
medical officer said yesterday. 

GPs are handing out more 
than 15 million inappropriate 
prescriptions for antibiotics 
eachyear and their overuse has 
ted to the rapid growth of drug- 
resistant bacteria. Sir Kenneth 
Caiman said the increase in 
drug resistance “ultimately 
jeopardises our continued abil- 
ity to treat infections”. 

The chief medical officers of 
the European Union are to 
meet in Copenhagen next week 
to consider what must be done 
to tackle the problem. Anxiety 
at the scale of the threat has 
been growing fora decade and 
the House of Lords Select Com- 
mittee on Science and Tech- 
nology warned last April that 
we risked seeing diseases 
emerge that were untreatable. 

Last July, the Government’s 


BY JEREMY LAURANCE 

Public Health Laboratory Ser- 
vice reported that one in six in- 
fections with salmonella, the 
commonest source of food poi- 
soning, was caused by a strain 
resistant to at least four drugs. 

Yesterday, Sir Kenneth 
launched a report by the Stand- 
ing Medical Advisory Committee 
which recommended no pre- 
scribing of antibiotics for coughs, 
colds or sore throats caused by 
a virus (the commonest sort). It 
said antibiotics for uncompli- 
cated cystitis in women should 
be limited to three days. Minis- 
ters have accepted in principle 
the need fora national campaign 
to curb antibiotic use. 

The British Medical Journal 
this week says the overuse of the 
drugs in farm animals as growth 
promoters is a bigger threat It 
says 40 to 80 per cent of antibi- 
otics used in agriculture are of 
“highly questionable” value. 

Sir Kenneth said parents 
should not be put off taking 


their children to the doctor 
when immediate treatment 
with antibiotics could be life- 
saving as in meningitis, and pa- 
tients should not be deterred 
from completing their full 
course of the drugs. He added: 
“The recommendations ... will 
require a willingness to treat 
[antibiotics] as a valuable and 
non-renewable resource, to be 
treasured and conserved in 
everyone’s interest” 

The report says about 50 
million prescriptions for an- 
tibiotics are dispensed in Eng- 
land each year - one for every 
member of the population. Of 
these, 80 per cent were from 
family doctors and, to a much 
smaller degree, dentists. 

Dr Diana WalM, director of 
the Public Health Laboratory 
Service, who chaired the com- 
mittee subgnng>that produced 
the report said about half the an- 
tibiotics prescribed by GPS were 
for coughs, colds, sore throats 
and other respiratory tract in- 
fections. Between two-thirds 


Sir Kenneth: Warning 

and three-quarters of these -ac- 
counting for up to 15 mfllkm pre- 
scriptions in England - were 
caused by viruses. But antibi- 
otics are effective only against 
bacteria. Many patients were 
befog given drugs that could not 

help them. 

Dr Walfbrd said: “You can 
take a view that there’s a sig- 
nificant amount of unneces- 
sary antibiotic prescription in 
general practice.” But she said 
she <fid not want to apportion 
blame or start “casting stones”. 
She added: “What we must do 
is to hftlp patients understand 
the problem.” 


BIOTECHNOLOGY COMPANIES 
ttiat claim their genetically 
modified plants will feed the 
world are being disingenuous, 
according to a leading crop 
scientist 

Professor Dick FlaveH of 
the John times Centre for Plant 
Breeding, said yesterday that 
while the technology used to 
create transgenic plants could 
eventually reap bigger oops in 
developing countries, “the 
product those people need isn't 
the same as the products that 
the multinational companies 
are making”. He added: “Unless 
they can get a financial return, 
why should companies like that 
be there?” 

GeneWatch, a pressure 
group, also claimed that sus- 
tainable agriculture methods, 
rather than genetic engineer- 
ing, have already shown bene- 
fits by increasing crop yields in 
countries such as Honduras, 
India and Burkina Faso. “How- 
ever; despite their dear ad- 
vantages, and in contrast to the 


by Charles Arthur 

Technology Editor 

And Steve Connor 

promotion of genetic engi- 
neering, these alternative ap- 
proaches to agriculture have 
been starved of resources and 
research.” 

Professor Flavell said: “It is 
the governments and people 
dealing with the local plants' 
germ plasm, which doesn't 
have a commercial base, who 
hold the keys to continuing im- 
provement of fanning and agri- 
culture.” Every year the John 
Innes Centre. Norwich, trains 
30 or more scientists from de- 
veloping countries in gene 
transfer technology, which can 
be applied to plants to improve 
yields, he said. Better yields are 
needed to feed the growing 
world population, presently 
about 5 billion and expected to 
double in 50 years. 

The criticisms emerged as 
research from the United 
States showed that genetically 


modified crops are more 
promiscuous than ordinary 
crops. Thus they are more like- 
ly to create hybrid breeds of su- 
perweeds. which can spread 
unabated in the countryside. 

The findings raise fresh 
doubts about the risks attached 
to growing crops with foreign 
genes. The fear is that the 
genes could “escape” into wild 

plants, creating superweeds re- 
sistant to control. 

Joy Bergdson, assistant pro- 
fessor of ecology and evolution 
at the University of Chicago, 
said a field experiment on mus- 
tard plants in 1998 showed that 
there was an unexplained in* 
crease in the ability of trans- 
genic plants to spread then* 
pollen to nearby wild plants. 

The experiment, reported 
in the journal Nature, found 
genes conferring resistance to 
a herbicide were 20 times more 
likely to pass from genetically 
modified plants than from nat- 
urally occurring mutants with 
the same resistance. 
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equator, where any water 
would quickly evaporate in the 
intense sunlight. 

A satellite mission in 1994, 
called Clementine, suggested 
that there may be as much as 
a billion cubic metres of water 
at the lunar poles - enough to 
fill Lake Eerie, one of the North 
American Great Lakes - but 
this result was disputed by 
some scientists. 

The Lunar Prospector had 
the benefit of much more sen- 
sitive instruments, which could 
detect a cup of water in a cubic 
metre of lunar soil, with the re- 
sult that it has produced a 
much larger es timate. 


■■■.a* 






{ ! j v . 


*«*>%■ 



™ E INDEPENDENT 

Frk ^' 4 Sememlw loop 


FOREIGN NEWS/11 





1’^Tw 

=«v 




s of 

0.1 OS 


it’ 

in 


of 

***** 


massacred 
by Taliban’ 


TALIBAN MILITIAMAN in 
northern Afghanistan have 
massacred thousands of their 
Shia Muslim enemies around 
the newly captured city of 
Mazar^e Sharif and there are 
fears that 10 Iranian dipl omats 
and an Iranian jou rnalis t were 
themselves slaughtered inside 
their consulate in the dty Last 
month. 

Reports reaching The Inde- 
pendent from Iran and 
Afgha n ist a n speak nf fop maag 
h illi n g of men, women and chil- 
dren in their homes in Zaraat, 
Elm Arab and Saidabad by the 
Sunni Muslim Taliban who are 
armed, paid and supported by 
Saudi Arabia. 

News of the possible murder 
of the Iranian diplomats - 
which could, if true, provoke 
conflict between the Taliban 
and 70,000 Iranian troops 
Revolutionary Guards exer- . 
rising along their common bor- 
der - came after two groups of 
residents in Mazar-e Sharif 
drove at speed past the ruined 
Iranian consulate in the city. 
They saw up to 20 bodies lying 
on the street outside and be- 
lieved several were Ir anian. 
The journalist was working for 
IKNA, the Iranian state news 
agency. 

Amnesty International has 
accused the Taliban of killing 
“thousands of rivflians” around 
Mazar-e Sharifc though other re- 
ports suggest the murderers 
may have been members of the 
Hezbi Islam!, Pashtu allies of 
the Taliban who helped the 
Saudi-backed army to enter 
the dty they were supposed to 
be defending. Reports from the 
area suggest at least one group 
of civilians, perhaps more than 
a thousand men, women and 
children, were thrown into a 
mass grave outside the town. 

Another account, from 


BY ROBERT FISK 
Middle East Correspondent 

Hairatan. Taliban officials have 
hitherto claimed no knowledge 
of the Iranians' fate, suggesting 
that the consulate was aban- 
doned when their militia en- 
tered the city. One of their 
mullahs then stated that the 
Iranians were safe and would 
be produced in the Afghan dty 
of Kandahar, closer to Iran. 
This appears to be untrue. 
Iranian soarces have informed 
The Independent that they 
have the gravest fears for their 
citizens’ fate, white Amnesty 
says they may have been 
buried in the grounds of a 
Mazar-e Sharif girls' schooL 
That the latest ferocious 
stage in the Afghan war ap- 
pears to be between Sunm and 

Shia M uslims has mapingd tf T - 
mr arTwmg thp miTfinn Rhine ctiTI 

holding out against Taliban 
rule in the surrounded Bamyan 
district of Afghanistan. 
Despite denials from 

Tehran, I ranian atmraft. are 

flyingmto the Bamyan airstrip 
with weapons and feel each 
night The former Russian air- 
base, flhnnmated with lights for 
night-flying, is under regular 
Taliban bombardment Hu- 
manitarian workers who fled 

Afghanistan after the American 

missile bombardment last 
month fear that the Thliban will 
try to starve the minio n Shias, 
known in Afghanistan as Haz~ 
axis, into surrendec 
Amnesty is reporting re- 
leased detainees as saying that 
thousands of prisoners were 

t ransfer rpd to Kandahar while 

others were fafe" in military 
vehicles to centres in Mazare 
Sharif for questioning about 
their religious identity. Many 
were later taken to fields out- 
ride the city far execution. 
“-"of the* 


Jospin’s ally 
in deep coma 


BY JOHN LICHFIELD 


JEAN-PIERRE CHEVENEMENT 
interior minister in the Jospin 
government and an important 
chieftain of the French left, 
was critically ill last night after 
suffering a heart attack during 
routine surgery. 

Mr Chevenement, 59, the 
founder- president of the pop- 
ulist Mouvement des Citoyens, 
was said to be in a deep coma 
after a severe reaction to an 
anaesthetic during vascular 
surgery on Wednesday 

As one of the principal Euro- 
sceptics of the left and leader 
of a populist faction dosely al- 
lied with the Socialist Party he 
occupies a pivotal position in 
the pink-red-green coalition 
that has been governing 
France since June last year. 

He angered many people on 
what he disraissrvety called the 
“moral left" by pushing suc- 
cessfully for restrictive poli- 
cies in immigration and law and 
order. In one of the key internal 

compromises in Lionel J ospin s 
government, he was given a 
free hand to take a tough hue 
ai his ministry in return for sti- 
fling his own anti-European 
Union views and supporters. 

His loss would force Mr 
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women and girls were sent to 
a prison camp in Sarsashi One 
report says that Taliban men 
took young Shia women from 
their homes to become “maidr 
servants" to be married to 

S imni pii|iiifnyn — ntm rart 

risely the same cruel tactic 
adopted by “Islamist” gunmen 
in Algeria over the past five 
years. 

Amnesty says news of the 
hillings “shows yet again how 
the Taliban disregards in- 
ternationally recognised hu- 
manitarian laws of the 
treatment of civiliaxis in armed 
conflict”. Foreign governments 
bankr olling the Tafiban “bear 
some reapomiMffty for failing 
to rein in the TaEban’s worst ex- 
cesses”. Though too <fis<Teet to 
say so. Amnesty is referring to 
Pakistan, Arabia »nri by 
extension, since it is the Saud- 
is’ closest Western allies, the 
United States. 

The Taliban’s hatred of Shia 
Mnsfim Iran has been all too ev- 
ident in recent weeks as the 
militia have discovered hun- 
dreds of tons of Iranian 



Talib an fighters near Kabul last month. Ir anian border exercises are seen as a warning to the Taliban after reports of massacres 


weapons in the hands of their 
Hazar opponents, some still 
wrapped in their original Iran- 
ian militar y packaging. 

In Tehran, the authorities 
have maria a “strategic deci- 
sion”, according to The Inde- 
pendents sources, that the 
“black Tafiban” win never be al- 
lowed to rule Af ghanis tan 


alone. Iran seeks a coalition 
government in Kabul after 
ceasefire talks involving all 
of Afghanistan’s neighbours, 
including Pakistan and 

Tajikistan. 

The irony of the situation is 
that Iran, the country usually 
regarded by the Americans as 
the “centre ofworid terror", is 


now opposing the conserva- 
tive and cruel Taliban, which is 
protecting Osama bin Laden - 
officially America's “Public 
Enemy Number One" - the 
same Taliban that is controlled 
by Washington’s allies In Saudi 
Arabia. 

If further provoked, Iran 
could attempt to spread chaos 


in the Largely Turkmen city of 
Herat, whose long-standing 
trade links with Iran have been 
cut by the fighting . 

There haw already been re- 
ports of looting and theft in in- 
ternational offices in the city. 

Iran's border exercises in- 
dud e dozens of fighter-bomber 
aircraft, which are believed to 


have crossed and recrossed 
the Afghan border as a warn- 
ing to the Taliban. 

“There will never be an 
Af ghanistan controlled ontyby 
the Tafiban," an Iranian source 
has told The Independent “We 
wfll never allow that to happen." 

The Taliban may prove 
equally stubborn. 
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Chevenement: Critically fll 

Jospin to make an awkward 
reshuffle and could d es t abilis e 
what has been an unexpected- 
ly s uccessf ul administration. 

The Mouvement des 
Citoyens, launched in 1992, is 
rightward leaning on social is- 
sues and Jeftish on economic is- 
>n>a omim rtMTnrrls itself 


as mucu auwsi wet cuui 

ing people Hi an the Socialists 
proper. Mr Chevfenement 
played an important role in the 
Aomnnidn nminst the ratifica- 


1992. 

Yesterday Mr Jospin said 
the Minister for Over seas Ter- 
ritories and Departments, 
Jean-Jack Queyraime, would 
take over as interior minis t er 
for the time bong. 
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Schroder 


and Kohl 


slug out 


final duel 


A NARROW win an points for the 
challenger was the general ver- 
dict after Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl and the Social Democrats’ 
chancellor candidate, Gerhard 
Schrdder, slugged it out for 
two hours yesterday in a heat- 
ed dash, televised live to a na- 
tion baying for blood. 

The venue was the Bun- 
destag, the last gathering of 
German MP3 before they dis- 
appear on the campaign trail for 
the general election on 27 Sep- 
tember. The occasion was the 
debate ova* next year’s budget, 
but about income and expen- 
diture little was said. 

Having backed out of a tele- 


BYIMRE KARACS 

In Bonn 



Schroder: Taunted Kohl 


vision duel, this was Chancel- 
lor Kohl's moment to 
demonstrate his parliamentary 
skills and to expose the bar- 
renness of Mr Schroder's poli- 
cies. He may have succeeded in 
the second objective, but his 
r ambling 80-minute speech, 
dwelling on his historical 
achievements, was definitely 
not what the spin-doctors had 
ordered. 

The most memorable sound- 
bite clearly came from Mr 
Schrdder and, judging by the 
frown on Mr Kohl’s face, it 
hurt “You have lost yourself in 
the past, that’s the problem, ” he 
declared. 

There were more insults of 
the same kind, turning the 
spotlight on Mr Kohl’s age - 68 
- and his extraordinarily long 
tenure: 16 years. 

“That is a speech about the 
past " Mr Sdudder mocked, as 
the incumbent strode off the 
rostrum. “You are incapable of 
handling the future.” 

Mr Kohl's colleagues had 
dug up embarrassing quotes 
from Mr Schrdder from way 


back, and scathing criticism 
was levelled at his putative 
ministers. 

Mr Schrdder responded by 
pretending to reveal the Kohl 
camp’s innermost thoughts: 
“The people in your own parly 
feel that with you they cannot 
win. At the outset of the cam- 
paign we had declared, “Thank 
you, Helmut, but that will do.’ 
Your people have already for- 
gotten the word ‘Danke’.” 

Mr Kohl’s slurs were com- 
paratively tame. He accused 
Mr Schrdder of acting like 
“Pavlov’s dog”, reacting against 
all government measures on 
reflex. The Chancellor and his 
lie utenants fired questions at Mr 
SchTOdei; seeking a few dues as 
to his policies. None came. 

The government did, how- 
ever; manage to wrong-foot the 
opposition for one moment To 
the Social Democrats' obvious 
dismay, Theo Waigel, the 
finance minister; had incorpo- 
rated in his budget a DMlObn 
(£3.5bn) tax giveaway, to take 
effect next January. Would this, 
be the same DMlObn the SPD 
had promised in its election 
manifesto? 

Mr Schroder, no stranger to 
borrowing the clothes of others, 
took it as a back-handed com- 
pliment “It pleases me," he 
said, “that three -and- a- half 
weeks before the elections, you 
have ditched your unfinance- 
able tax model and picked up 
theSPD’s." 

The rest was pure hustings. 
Mr Kohl, endeavouring to be 
statesmanlike, spoke about his 
role in German reunification, 
and tried to put a positive gloss 
on the problems encountered 
since in eastern Germany. “Of 
course people had expecta- 
tions there that could not be ful- 
filled in such a short time,” he 
said “But just as dearfy the pic- 
ture has been improving.” 

Unemployment was also 
about to improve, with the num- 
ber of jobless due to fall soon to 
under 4 million. A “dear turn 
around" in the labour market 
wasinsight 

Mr Schroder alleged that 
the ChanceDor was out of touch. 
“You either do not know, or do 
not want to know, how ordinary 
people live.” 



' "r 




The wife of a worker from Mando Machinery of South Korea, whose staff are striking over job cots, using her child to holdback riot police at toe 
company’s factory in Asan. Thousands of police attacked strikers at six of the auto parts plants around the country yesterday 


World’s largest Rubens collection 
to be unveiled at restored Prado 


THE PRADO Museum in Mad- 
rid, continuing its efforts to 
haul itself into the new millen- 
nium, is to open 1 2 newly re- 
furbished rooms devoted to 
17th-century Dutch and Flem- 
ish masters, including a col- 
lection of works by Rubens 
that it says is the biggest and 
finest in the world. 

The rooms, which will open 
on Monday on the gallery’s 
principal floor, contain 160 
works,- two-thirds of them 
splendidly restored. 

Thqy include 20 paintings 
dusted off bum the vaults to be 
revealed for the first time to the 
public. 

Among the jewels on show 
are Rembrandt’s Artemis, por- 
traying his wife, Saskia, which 
after restoration seems to emit 
its own light; a collection of Van 
Dycks, including a portrait of 
the Englishman Si* Endymion 
Porter with the artist; and 
many Rubens masterpieces, 


BY ELIZABETH NASH 
in Madrid 


including The Three Graces 
and The Judgement of Paris. 

One room is devoted to 
Rubens’ equestrian portraits, 
anticipating a style favoured by 
Vblazquez, with whom Rubens 
worked at the Spanish court 


Another room contains a 
dozen Rubens cartoons on 
mythological themes for 
tapestries commissioned by 
King Felipe IV for his hunting 
lodge, and yet another con- 
tains 12 Rubens portraits of the 
Apostles, which show the 
influence of Caravaggio. 

Next week's opening will 


relieve the worst of what the 
museum’s authorities admit is 
a miserable chaos of building 

works, improvised displays and 
cramped quarters. However, 
the full improvement and en- 
largement process still has 
years to go. 

Most of the Prado's Flemish 
works were commissioned or 



‘Diana and Calisto*, The Three Graces’ and The Judgement of Paris’ -all by Rubens, 
and among star attractions on show at the Prado in Madrid 


acquired by Spanish monarchs 
and aristocrats to adorn their 
palaces, so the new rooms have 
been fitted out as palatial 
salons, rather than as munici- 
pal galleries. 

The paintings have been 
arranged decorativety in them- 
atic groups, rather than hung 
side by side as they were before 
in a chilly assembly line. 

Responding to criticisms 
that the museum’s labelling in , 
the past has been cryptic to the 
point of incomprehensibility, 
the new displays have discreet 
but informative labels. 

Hie latest expansion follows 
the triumphant inauguration 
last November of 10 rooms 
devoted to 18th-century Euro- 
pean art. 

In December the Spanish 
culture ministry is to announce 
expansion plans for the Prado 
to include an adjoining former 
cloister and the nearby military 
museum. 


North Korea primes new missile 


JAPANESE. SOUTH Korean and 
United States' forces were on 
heightened alert yesterday 
after signs that North Korea 
was pl anning to fire another 
ballistic missile, two days after 
provoking outrage by carrying 
out a long-range test launch 
over northern Japan. 

Government officials in 


By Richard Lloyd Parky 
in Tokyo 


Seoul told the South Korean 
news agency Yonhap that US 
spy satellites and reconnais- 
sance aircraft had detected 
preparations for a second mis- 
sile test, three days after the 
launch of a two-stage Taepo 


Dong I, which flew 1,300 miles 
over Japanese territory to land 
in the Pacific Ocean. 

Japanese naval ships have 
been sent to the Sea of Japan, 
according to reports, where 
the booster stage of the first 
missile landed last Monday 
afternoon 

On the coast of South Korea, 


ARE YOUR 


military units were said to have 
been placed on increased alert, 
and the US announced that it 
had sent six additional bomber 
aircraft to its Pacific base on the 
island of Guam, although offi- 
cials later suggested that they 
had merely been sent for train- 
ing purposes. 

Japanese officials said that 
the second missile was appar- 
ently a short-range weapon 
and that it was unlikely to be 
ready for launch before tomor- 
row. when North Korea's 
Supreme Assembly meets in 
the capital, Pyongyang. 

The likeliest time is believed 
to be next Wednesday, the 50th 
anniversary of the founding of 
North Korea, when the coun- 
try’s leaden Kim Jong n, is 
expected to be formally elect- 
ed president of the Stalinist 
republic. 


Cyanide in tea kills man as 
Japanese poisonings spread 


IN THE latest of a string of 
bizarre poisonings that have 
embarrassed and mystified 
Japanese police all summer a 
middle-aged man died after 
drinking a can of iced tea that 
had apparently been poisoned 
with cyanide. 

According to doctors in 
Obuse in the mountainous 
Nagano prefecture, Ichijuro 
Nakazawa, 58. died of heart 
failure on Monday shortly after 
drinking oolong tea bought from 
a local supermarket 

The can was found to have 
a small hole in its base, covered 
with tape, through which 
cyanide is believed to have 
been injected. 

The incident was disclosed 
only yesterday, a day after a sim- 


BY RICHARD LLOYD PARKY 
in Tokyo 


ilar can was discovered by a su- 
permarket employee in a neigh- 
bouring town. He spat out the 
bitter-tasting drink, which was 
later discovered to contain 
cyanide, similarly inserted 
through a small hole. On the 
same day, a taxi driver in Nara 
was treated in hospital after 
dr inking a bottle laced with in- 
secticide, which had been left in 
the tray of a vending machine. 

These appear to be the lat- 
est in what is turning into a 
plague of unsolved, apparent- 
ly random and motiveless 
poisoning incidents. 

The poisonings began in 
Jufy, when four people were 


killed and 60 made ill after eat- 
ing curry laced with cyanide at 
a local festival in central Japan. 
The police got off to a bad start 
when they misidentified the 
poison used, thus causing con- 
fusion among doctors treating 
the patients. They haw made 
no discernible progress in find- 
ing the perpetrator 

A few weeks Later; a group of 
workers on the other side of the 
country were treated in hospi- 
tal after someone spiked their 
tea with sodium azide, a rare 
rhemipfll used in the manufac- 
ture of car air-bags. Late last 
month, children at a school in 
TOkyo were sent bottles of dis- 
infectant labelled as <£et drinks. 
A bey who drank from one is stQl 
in hospital. 
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Mandela does U-turn 
on Congo military aid 


Minister 
rejects 
sex and 
murder 
claims 


By Richard Lloyd Parry 


For your free Action Pack send this coupon to Action 2000, P.O. Box 1999, 
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 9GS, fax us on 01923 474 514, call 0845 601 2000 
or visit our website at www.bug 2000 .eo.uk 



IN A STARTLING shift in its 
diplomatic policy, the South 
African government has said it 
now supports the intervention 
of Angolan. Namibian and 
Zimbabwean troops on the side 
of Congo's President Laurent 
Kabila. 

President Nelson Mandela 
said yesterday the shift did not 
conflict with regional attempts 
to broker a ceasefire in the De- 
mocratic Republic of Congo. He 
said that in the face of aggres- 
sion, President Kabila had the 
right to call for military help.. 

Mr Mandela was speaking 
after a meeting of Southern 
African Development Commu- 
nity members, attended by the 
UN Secretary General, Kofi 


Annan. One South African offi- 
cial said military intervention 
had helped to create a certain 
balance between the warring 
parties in Congo and could 
help lead towards a ceasefire. 

This view was echoed by 
Mr Mandela at a news confer- 
ence held with Mr Annan, and 
the Secretary General of the Or- 
ganisation of African Unity, 
Salim Ahmed Salim. All three 
men attended a meeting of 
heads of state from the South- 
ern African Development Com- 
munity. called to discuss the 
conflict in Congo. 

South African officials say 
that a diplomatic initiative can 
work hand-in-hand with mili- 
tary intervention. 
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THE SACKED Malaysian fi- 
nance minister, Anwar Ibrahim, 
accused the Prime Minister; 
Mahathir Mohamad, of cooking 
up accusations that he slept 
with prostitutes, sodomised his 
chauffeur, fathered an illegiti- 
mate child, committed mur- 
der and betrayed the country. 

At a packed press confer- 
ence 24 hours after his dis- 
missal and with his arrest 
apparently imminent Mr 
Anwar spoke of a “political con- 
spiracy" masterminded from 
the top. 

He said Dr Mahathir; who has 
led Malaysia for 17 years, in- 
tended to undermine his position 

as a potential challenger to him. 
Mr Anwar said that he might be 
arrested under the official se- 
crets act or the internal securi- 
ty act a draconian law regularity 
employed against opponents of 
the government which allows 
police to imprison people indef- 
initely and without charge. 

“I am totally surprised and 
shocked to see that the instru- 
ments of government could 
have been used in such a de- 
spicable manner to stage this 
conspiracy to oust me,” Mr 
Anwar said. 

“Since they realise that I can- 
not be defeated in the political 
arena through the democratic 
process, they resort to duty' and 
disgusting means ... to slander 
me, frame allegations and force 
witnesses to make false state- 
ments,” he added. “This is an 
unjust administration. If the 
No 2 man cannot be sure of jus- 
tice, then I'm sorry for 
Malaysia.” 

The allegations have been 
circulating for months in the 
form of poison-pen letters and 
a book entitled Fifty Reasons 
Why Anwar Cannot Become 
Prime Minister, whose author 
is being sued for defamation by 
the former minister. 

\esterday Malaysia's official 
Beraama press agency printed 
the details of an affidavit filed by 
the chief of police in which he 
cited alleged evidence of sexu- 
‘ al offences and bribe-taking. 

. Malaysian newspapers have 
shed their caution about dis- 
cussing the rumours concern- 
ing Mr Anwar 52. “The local 
media, led by certain people, 
are also deliberately under- 
mining me,” he said, by accus- 
ing him of everything “from sex 
scandals to minder, and [being 
an] agent for a foreign nation, 
corruption and treason. 

"I told the Prime Minister 
that by naming 100 prostitutes 
who had sex [with mel will not 
alter the fact that this is a lie ... 
I told them also that I can pay 
some money to get some pros- 
titutes to admit to having sex 
with some others if that Is the 
game you want to [day ” he said 

Until this week, Mr Anwar 
was the second most powerful 
man in Malaysia, an economic 
liberal respected by conserva- 
tive Muslims at home, and by 
foreign businessmen and politi- 
cians. Last May, during a visit 
to the capital, Kuala Lumpur, 
the Chancellor, Gordon Brown, 
referred to him as a “good 
friend”. But yesterday, his for- 
mer supporters in his party, the 
United Malays National Or- 
ganisation, appeared to be dis- 
tancing themselves from him. 
Whatever the truth of the alle- 
gations, his position now looks 
insecure. 

One of his closest friends, 
S Nallakaruppan, has been ar- 
rested on arms charges after 

ammunition was alle gedly found 

at his home by police. The 
charges carry a mandatory 
death penalty. According to the 
police, Mr Nalla&ruppan acted 
as a pimp for Mr Anwar who 
passed state secrets to him. 
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Value of rouble halves in three days 


By Phil reeves 
in Moscow 


“ mi won 10 end his stand-off 
with parliament amid a wors- 
ening crisis that saw the rouble - 

plunge to a new low and police - 

guards patrolling at food plants 

m Moscow. 

Food hoarding is gathering 
pace in the capital, after the 
drop of the rouble to a fixed raj© 
of 13.4 to the dollat Street 
prices were as low as 18 , near- 
ly one-third of the value before 
devaluation, and half of what 
they were on Monday. Shelves 
that were until recently 
crammed with imported goods 
have suddenly begun to look 
thin, as fears fete hnMfWBiK- 


sia could see a return to the 
food shortages and endless 
queues of the last years of the 
Soviet Union. 

As the rouble tumbled, there 

was a fresh rush to the hanb-g 
by Muscovites whose savings 
are dwindling by the hour. The 
deterioration of the economic 
climate came as President 
Yeltsin dispatched his chief-of- 
staff, Valentin Yumashev, to 
parliament in an effort to end 
a stalemate that has left Rus- 
sia without a functi oning gov- 
ernment since the last one was 
sacked last month. 

Mr Yumashev carried what 
the Kremlin described as a 
“slightly amended” version of 
an earlier rejected offei; in 
which President 'feltsm agreed 
to forgo some of his powers in 
return for parliament’s ap- 
proval of his unpopular acting 
prime minister, Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin. 

The State Duma, or lower 
house, is expected to vote fora 
second time on the premier’s 
candidacy today, but the odds 
favour his rejection. The Com- 
munists, who have 138 of the 450 
seats in the chamber and the 
45-strong liberal Ifebloko party 
remain adamantly opposed to 
him, though 51 seats erf the na- 
tionalist Vladimir Zhirinovsky's 
Liberal Democratic Party - 
which has long been open to of- 
fers from tiie Kremlin - have 
come out in support of the 

nomination 

Predictions by General 
Alexander Lebed, who is noto- 
rious for his rhetorical out- 
bursts, that Russia could see a 
repeat of the 1917 revolution 




Viktor Chernomyrdin 

Acting prime minister 
Called for calm on the eve 
of the crucial Duma vote 



Vladimir Zhirinovsky 

Liberal Democratic leader 
Promised his party's 
support to Chernomyrdin 



Muscovites try to get into a bank to withdraw their savings. Viktor Chernomyrdin, the acting prime mmister, has urged Russians to think carefully before switching 
their savings into the state savings bank, Sberbank, from other commercial banks Sergei KorpukhinJReuters 


were dismissed as wildly ex- 
aggerated by political analysts, 
and there is no sign that unrest 
IS imminent 

However, the Defence Min- 
ister; Marshal Igor Sergeyev 
sounded a warning note. The 
aimed forces long in a state ; 
ofsem-doflapse-wefe “not in 
afestjyemppd.” _ . 


“They feel the same as the 
rest of Russians do. They are 
worrying over when the situa- 
tion will stabilise, and file gov- 
enunent will take the economic 
helm. God forbid we have arep- 
etition of 1993”, Marshal 
.referring to the 
when Mr Yfeltsin bom- 


An other measure of the un- 
derlying tension was the ap- 
pearance of police guards at 
food depots in the capital If Mr 
Chernomyrdin loses today’s 
vote, Mr Yeltsin and the Duma 
both face a tough gamble. An- 
other rejection at a third vote 
next week would lead to the tSs- 


Yeltsin would be able to finalty 
install his government 
However the President is 
acutely aware that the next 
Duma -which must be elected 
within four months — is certain 
to be for more hostile and could 
quickly throw out hisgeyern- 
menfc with two successive no- 


of being disbanded is for from 
popular in the Duma, particu- 
Iaity am origin ember s who fear 
losing their jobs in a sweeping 
Communist victory 
There is a further compli- 
cation: imder Russian electoral 
law, political parties must reg- 
ister for elections one year be- 
fore they are held. None , of 


them did so before this May a 
feet that could, theoretically 
ban parties from any ballot 
until the early summer 
In another effort to boost 
confidence in his ability to gov- 
ern. the beleaguered Mr Cher- 
nomyrdin is promising to make 
a “sensational” speech in which 
he will outline solutions to the 


Gennady Zyuganov 

Communist leader 
Determined to reject 
Chernomyrdin again 

economic mess, drawn up by a 
crisis team of reformist officials, 
including the former chief tax- 
man, Boris Ityodorov. 

Yesterday the prime minis- 
ter designate reiterated his in- 
tention to set up a “government 
Of accord”, which suggests that 
he is willing to include some 
Communists m his cabinet 


European Times 


BUDAPEST 


I saw that Tsar in the 
back of a carriage once 



IT WAS the winter of 1913. Eu- 
rope was on the brink of war 
and revolution simmered in 
Russia. Natalia PuhBmszkaya 
had been given the (fey off from 

school in the southern Russ- 
ian city of Krasnodar; to cheer 

the Tsar. Nicholas n<Bd not cut 

a very imposing figure, even 
for an eight-year-old schoolgirl 
“He was travelling with the 
hetman, the Cossack leader 
We all thought the hetman 
was the Tsar, he was dressed 
in such finery, while the Tsar 
just sat there, hunched up like 
a little soldier." 

The Tsar had five years to 
live before he was shot in 
Yekaterinburg. Those bullets 
ushered in a new world for 
Russia and helped to shape 
Natalia’s life. Her father per- 
ished in Stalin’s purges; her 
brother, Sergei, killed himself 

in exile in Paris after fighting 

for the Whites in the revolu- 
tion. Her late husband. Pal Sos, 
a Hungarian Communist, 
served as a doctor at the front 
during the Battle of Stalin- 
grad. She was a rn^or m the 
Red Army medical corps. 

Bom in 1905, she is one of 

the few who can recall those 
decades that shook the world. 
“My father was a delegate to 
the Congress of Workers and 

Soldiers in Moscow atthe end 

of the fflrtt WOrid] War .she 
savs. “There was a great fieei- 
inc of tension in the air; d was 

the beginning of the Revolution 

a^rou could feel it, it was exj 

E2E~T we Ht the : OM 

system was coUapsmgend we 

Souid build something new to 

take its place. ^ 

-Our town [Krasnodar] 

sssrsejS 

jjfXgngs on tbdrpiann whSe 

|3s.®<vs 

Russian national anthem! on 



Natalia Poblimszkaya, who as a child saw the Thai; 
Tumefied up Eke a little soldier’ AndreeaAnca-Stmuss 


his mandolin. When the 
Whites had Krasnodar there 
were British soldiers billeted 
in our school 

“When the Reds finally 
won they moved some Cos- 
sacks into our flat One of 
them painted huge mous- 
taches all over my picture 
book The Reds ... stopped 
people using money and gave 
out ration cards. We stood in 
line to get our food, barl ey sou p 
and barley cutlets, sometimes' 
potatoes." 

The dvC war tore apart her 

family . While Natalia support- 
ed the Bolsheviks, Sergei 
passed by one day with the 
White army on a brief visit, it 
was the l»gt time she saw 
him. “My parents weren’t at 

bane, and I rana bath for him. 
He fled to Sofia and eventual- 
ly France. He sent us many 
postcards and took a job in 
Paris as a railway porta: Then 
the postcards stopped. He 

committed suicide.” 

By the late 1930s Natalia 
was working outside Moscow 
in a hospital and had married 

pal Sos. They were years of 
terror in the Soviet Union, 
and many of the foreign Com- 
munists she knew, such as 


Bela Kuo, leader of the short- 
lived Hungarian Soviet Re- 
public of 1919, disappeared in 
tiie purges. A word of denun- 
ciation from a neighbour was 
enough to earn a trip to the 
Gulag, and a foreign husband 
just increased the danger. 
“Everyone was scared. Clear 
was in the air and there were 
spies everywhere.” 

In 1938 ha father; an adult- 
education teacher, was ar- 
rested. “They tookhim without 
theri^ofcorre^wodence,so 
we couldn’t write to him. In 
Moscow I met one of his col- 
leagues who had a relation in 
the same camp, who told us he 
was working as a stoker But 
we never had a letter; so we 
don't know how he died.” 

During the war Natalia was 
serf backtoMoscow; while her 
husband was sent to a military 
hospital on the Stalingrad 
front, sorting casualties into 
those who could be saved and 
those who could not “They 
worked under terrible condi- 
tions, in incredible cold. The 
onty way to keep going was to 
drink vodka, which they got as 
part of their rations. Some- 
times they worked for three 
days and nights, non-stop." 


In 1951 Natalia, her husband 
and two children were sent to 
Budapest, where they stayed 
until the revolution in October 
1956. 

The Hungarian National 
Uprising was dangerous for 
Russian Communists. “It was 
chaos on the streets. The Hun- 
garians would even go into 
hospitals and kill any wound- 
ed Russians theyfound there. 
1 wouldn’t leave the house. At 
the end of the year we were 
evacuated to Russia.” 

After the Russian invasion 
she returned to Budapest 
Hungary’s new leader; Janos 
Kadaq ran a dictatorship, bnt 
it was also considered the 
“happiest barracks'’ in the 
Eastern bloc. 

Natalia, in«» many old Hun- 
garians, looks back on the 
Kadar era with nostalgia. 

“Everyone had a job, there 
was free education and health 
care. Every factory even had 
its own free holiday resort 
and things were cheap. Of 
course, there are positive im- 
provements now as well such 
as much more choice in the 
shops, but I personalty don’t 
need an these things.” 

Natalia observes the col- 
lapse of the rouble, and Rus- 
sia, with anguish. Tm not a 
pditicalperson, but if someone 
had told me a decade ago 
there would no larger be a So- 
viet Union I would not have be- 
lieved them. 

“It was a great mistake to 
demfllishttaeSovietUntan, in- 
stead of reorganising it It was 
Stalin’s fault - he killed so 
marry of the intelligentsia, all 
the people with brains. That’s 
why someone like [Boris] 
Yeltsin has come to power in 
all this chaos, ami why the rou- 
ble has collapsed. They want- 
ed to change everything so 
quickly You can’t do that in 
Russia.” 

ADAM LE BOR 
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£1795 Ex. VAT 

• 233MHz Pentium II* 

• Swappable 20-speed CD-ROM drive 

• 3.82GB HDD / 32MB EDO RAM 

• High-resolution 12.1” TFT 
colour screen 
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BRIEFING 


Names claim victory at Lloyds 

INDIVIDUAL NAMES claimed victory yesterday in their 
battle to stay on at the Lloyd's of London insurance 
market, as they were assured there would be no moves to 
force them out 

Mav 'ftgyion nhpir man of Lloyd’s, said there would be no 
move to abolish the annual venture, the means by which 
Names bring their capital to the market every year 

Names have been seeking the assurance since earlier 
this year when Ron Sandler; chief executive, attacked the 
annual venture and said it was impeding Lloyd’s 
competitiveness. Michael Deeny, chairman of the 
Association of Lloyd's Members, said: “I believe Names 
are here to stay at Lloyd’s and we now have a dear 
commitment to fair and equitable treatment that will 
enable us to trade forward." 

Lloyd's said it was now leaving the decisions to the free 
market. Names are already being offered increasing 
amounts to sell their underwriting capacity by corporate 
members of Lloyd’s. They now underwrite well under 40 
per cent of Lloyd’s business. 

Analysts scrutinise Marchpde 

in I.IJII.MIJlMi.UWW THE CREDIBILITY of 


j "* l **“**““™™*" , ™“ March pole, the retail 

share price, pence group which designs and 

distributes Yves Saint 

i i o - Laurent menswear, was 

K being questioned by City 

Vfe % analysts yesterday after 

70- = the group reported profits 

| Ear below expectations. 

50 ' o MarchpoJe shares lost 54 

30 - — 8 per cent to dose 22p lower 

at ls.5p. The shares were 

0 p j f m am j j as priced at 110p when the 

company came to the stock 
market in December: It blamed its profits shortfall on 
higher costs and the Asian crisis delaying development 
of its Japanese business. Half year profits fell to £2.4m 
against £4 .9 m last time and margins collapsed. 

SG Securities, the company’s original broker, quit in 
protest two months ago. Analysts questioned why 
M archpole had delivered two statements in the last few 
months saying trading was healthy. Full year profits are 
now expected to only £8m instead of about £i6m. 


D JFMAMJJAS 


Wickes goes after DIY people 

W1CKES. the DIY retailer that traditionally targets builders 
merchants, is updating to get more business hum DIY 
enthusiasts, after six “test” stores sales rose 20% since April 

Investment column, page 19 
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FTSE slide wipes out a year’s g ains 

GU)OM RETURNED to the City By ANDREW Garheld been concerned at the strong growth in services will be wel- amid reports of Western rom- ^^M* ***^ 

last night as shares slumped by growth in services and the up- waned by the Bank of England, panies flying suppUesofooiiars |6400 


GLOOM RETURNED to the City 
last night as shares slumped by 
more than 100 points to wipe 
out investors’ entire profit for 
the yean 

The FTSE 100 dosed down 
lm points at 5,118.7, below the 
5,113.5 level at which the mar- 
ket began the year; as the Dow 
Jones Industrials' half-hearted 
recovery cm Wall Street ran out 
of steam and US shares re- 
sumed their slide . 

Salomon Smith Barney, the 
Wall Street brokerage, recom- 
mended that clients cut their 
holdings in stock and move 
into cash as the Dow slipped to 
7,675.55, down 105.82 on the 


day. European bourses were 
also hit again, with banks in the 
firing fine as concerns about the 

im pqr»t of the Russian crisis on 

profils continued to weigh on in- 
vestors’ minds. 

The pound also retreated 
as the latest UK purchasing 
managers survey showed ser- 
vice sector activity slowing 
markedly ™ August The ac- 
tivity index was down firom 55.9 
to 543, its lowest level since the 
survey started in July 1996. 
Sterling fell by nearly three 
pfennigs to DM2.895. 

The Bank of England has 


been concerned at the strong 
growth in services and the up- 
ward pressure on wages, par- 
ticularly for computing staff. 
However; economists said that 
a cut in British interest rates 
may be Anther away than the 
markets now expect 

The Bank of England's Mon- 
etary Policy Committee meets 
next week against a back- 
ground of mounting concern 
about the impact of the Russ- 
ian and Asian crises and the 
stock market collapse on eco- 
nomic activity. 

David Coleman, economist 
at ODBC Wood Gundy in Lon- 
don, said: “More modest 


growth in services will be wel- 
comed by the Bank of England 
But not so welcome, we fed, 
that it will countenance rate 
cuts this yean” 

The survey covers 30 per 
cent of the UK economy. 

Kevin Darlington at ABN- 
Amro said: “Although the econ- 
omy continues to slow there is 
little evidence that the labour 
market is adjusting quickly 
enough to ameliorate the pay 
pressures that remain the 
Monetary Policy Committee’s 
primary concern.” 

Hopes of a resolution to Rus- 
sia’s financial crisis seemed 
as remote as ever yesterday, 


amid reports of Western coni- 

panies fiying supplies of dollars 6400 — 

in by the suitcase-load. The rou- 
ble plunged yet again, slumping 6200- “ 

another 24 per cent to dose at 

13.46 to the dollarin the first of* 6000 — j 

ficial trading in over a week. T j jnJ 

Russians mobbed banks fbl- 5800 ~JT f $ 

louring orders from the central Jr 

bank to six of Russia’s largest 5600 — f? 

private sector banks to freeze j 

deposits for six months. Ordi* 5400 — a 

nary savers are to be given the 

option of transferring their ac- 5200g-|s* 

counts to Sberbank, the Russ- if 5 ” 

jfln state savi n g s bank. Dollar 5000 ” 

savings will have to be changed 

into roubles at Tuesday’s rate 4goo -5 j F M A m j 

of 9.33 to the dollar. 


Shell and Texaco pact 


slashes costs in Europe 


By Andrew Garfield 
financial Editor 


HUNDREDS OF UK jobs could 
be at risk after the off giants. 
Shell and Texaco, yesterday 
announced their long-awaited 
deal merging the two compa- 
nies’ Europe-wide refining and 
marketing businesses. 

The deal, which enables the 
pair to overtake BP as the 
biggest operator of petrol sta- 
tions in the UK, follows a sim- 
ilar three-way agreement in 
the US with Texaco and Saudi 
Aramco, although rt is less am- 
bitious in terms of cost reduc- 
tions being targeted. Shell 
yesterday talked of potential 
cost savings of $20 Om (£i20m) 
a year compared with the $lbn 
anticipated from the US deal. 

Shares in the Anglo-Dutch 
group spiked up in early trad- 
ing in London and Amsterdam 
despite Shell saying that this 
deal was not “the first-step to- 
wards a full-blown merger”. 
The shares later fell backus toe- 
markets succumbed to wider 
worries later in the day. Shell 
ended down 5p at 33 Op. 

Shell yesterday admitted 
that some job losses were in- 
evitable, but insisted that fur- 
ther det^-induding whether 
the combination resulted in 
closures of refining plant- had 
yet to be hammered out 

Analysts expect the deal to 
be d osdjy scrutinised by the UK 
Office of Fair Trading and the 
European Commission, al- 
though toe key stumbling block 
may lie in the Netherlands, 
where Shdl already has 800 sta- 
tions to add to Texaco’s 557. Oil 
specialists Wood Mackenzie es- 
timated combined market 
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Shell and Texaco together will have more than 2,500 UK petrol stations, well ahead of the current top two, BP and Esso EmmaBoam 


shares at 42J per cent in Hol- 
land, 28.2 per cent in Belgium, 
32 per cent in Ireland and 32.7 
per cent in Luxembourg. 

In the UK where Shell now 
has 1341 stations after taking 
over 328 from Gulf at toe end of 
last year; fee combined total wiH 
stand at more than 2,500. That 
win put them well ahead of both 
BP and Esso, which lead toe 
market with more than 1JB00 
outlets each. 

Competition in the UK retail 


market is a highly sensitive 
issue. There have been three 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission investigations in recent 
times. The Office of Fair Trad- 
ing mounted its own investiga- 
tion earlier this year following 
complaints about Esso's Price- 
watch campaign, but deared 
the industry in May. 

Shell will be in toe driving 
seat in what is effectively a 
takeover of the Texaco opera- 
tions by its European rival 


Shdl will have 88 per cent of the 
joint venture, leaving Texaco 
with 12 percent 

Analysts welcomed toe deal 
as “ a step in the right direction". 
Andrew Marshall at Robert 
Fleming said: “Rates of return 
in downstream are miserable. 
Anything you can do to im- 
prove profitability is welcome.” 

However, on Wall Street 
Ehdel Gheit at Ffchenstock & Co 
criticised the decision to keep 
the two brands separate as in- 


dicative of dithering on the 
Anglo-Dutch group’s part “It is 
like a man and wife retaining 
two separate bank accounts. It 
eradicates most of the benefits 
you would expect from consol- 
idating operations." 

Shell has come under fire 
from the City for its failure to 
respond aggressively to the 
sharp fell in the ml price and the 
dramatic shift since this sum- 
mer's mega-merger between 
rival BP and Amoco of toe US. 


In an attempt to rehabilitate 
itself in toe eyes of investors. 
Shell last year set itself a tar- 
get of 15 per centretum on cap- 
ital by 2001. However, with the 
oil price at a 25-year low, toe 
group is further away from the 
goal than last year aieD Trans- 
port and Trading, toe compa- 
ny’s UK shareholding arm, has 
underperformed the FTSE by 
28 per cent, while Texaco has 
seen its shares rise 5 percent 
in spite of the oD price slide. 


Eidos signs up Kinnock boost for BA in row 
Michael Owen over selling landing slots 


MICHAEL OWEN, England's 
World Cup star, has cashed in 
on his growing popularity by 
signing up to promote football 
games for computer games 
group Eidos in a deal that could 
be worth hundreds of thou- 
sands of pounds, writes Peter 
Thai Larsen. 

The teenage Liverpool strik- 
er has been brought in to en- 
dorse a new version of World 
League Soccer which should be 
in the shops by Christmas. 

Eidos chief executive Char- 
les Cornwall said toe company 
had signed Owen in an exclu- 
sive deal stretching over sev- 
eral years. Although he refused 
to comment on how much the 
fbotbaUer was receiving, indus- 
try experts said the deal which 


is likely to be linked to game 
sales, would be worth hun- 
dreds of thousands of pounds. 

Michael Owen may also pro- 
mote Eidos’ other football prod- 
ucts that include the popular 
C hamp ionship Manage r 

The news came as Eidos re- 
ported a pre-tax loss of £2. 3m 
against £8.6m in the same pe- 
riod of last yean with turnover 
soaring 175 per cent to £25^m. 

Eidos shares, which have 
fallen sharply in recent months, 
jumped 25p to dose at 707p. 

Eidos, best known for Tomb 
Raider is planning to release 
Tbmb Raider 3 at Christmas. 

Mr Cornwall said “It’s safe 
to say we are always looking at 
things," when asked about per- 
sistent acquisition rumours. 


NEIL KINNOCK, the European 
Transport Commissioner; yes- 
terday promised moves to allow 
airlines to sell their landing 
slots - one of toe most sensitive 
issues surrounding toe pro- 
posed alliance between British 
Airways and American Airlines. 

Mr Kinnock’s intervention 
comes weeks after BA was told 
by toe European Commission 
that it should not be allowed fi- 
nancial compensation for the 
267 slots it is being asked to re- 
linquish to allow its proposed al- 
liance with American Airlines 
to go ahead. 

Under current EU law, 
agreed by the Council of Min- 
isters in 1993, fee sale of slots 
is not permitted. That position 
was contradicted by the direc- 


By Stephen Castle 

IN BRUSSELS 


tor-general of fair trading, John 
Bridgeman, who argued: “I re- 
main firmly of the view that 
grandfather rights have a sub- 
stantial monetary value which, 
one way or another; is recog- 
nised now when slots change 
hands." That advice was pub- 
lished a month ago by the new 
Secretary of State for Hade and 
Industry, Peter Mandelson. 

Yesterday Mr Kinnock ap- 
peared to be siding with toe 
OFT. In a passage hi g hli g hting 
toe BA/AA case, the Transport 
Commissioner told a confer- 
ence in London: “I will, in due 
course, be publishing reform 
proposals in order to permit fi- 


nancial payment for slots under 
terms which will safeguard 
market entry and competition. 

“Such legal changes are. 
however; not likely to be rapid- 
ly agreed and the reality that 
will prevail for at least anoth- 
er two or three years is that the 
sale of airport slots in the Eu- 
ropean union is not legal” 

Although the initiative does 
not hold out aqy direct prospect 
of a change of heart in the 
time scale needed by BA, it will 
strengthen toe airline's argu- 
ment A source within the BA 
said: “We have always advo- 
cated that the most efficient 
way of allocating this scarce re- 
source is to have a market in it 
If you can sell milk quotas why 
not landing slots?" 


Mr Kinnock’s comments un- 
derline the long-standing ten- 
sion between himself and Karel 
Van Miert, the Competition 
Commissioner. Mr Van Miert 
has taken a tough line against 
the sale of slots, arguing that it 
would undermine attempts to 
increase airline competition. 
Mr Kinnock, whose speech 
tailed for greater liberalisa- 
tion of European aviation, has 
jong been known to favour trad- 
ing in slots. 

Last month BA ordered air- 
craft worth up to £5J>bn from 
the European supplier Airbus, 
dealing its usual US supplier 
Boeing, a blow. That prompted 
speculation that the airline 
might receive favourable treat- 
ment horn regulatory bodies. 


Around the world’s Markets 


LONDON 


NEW YORK 


EQUITIES fell sharply, hit tty heavy 
falls on Wall Street and other 
bourses. The FTSE 100 bore the 
brunt of toe selling, ending toe day 
117.1 lower at 5,118.7. It has now 
lost all toe gains made since toe 
start of the year The second liners 
fared slightly better; with toe FTSE 
250 losing 63.2 to 4,648.8 and toe 
small cap losing 13.1 to 2,068.2. 

Enterprise Off, toe exploration 
and production company, was the 
worst blue-chip performer losing 
12 per cent after poor interims. 

Market report, page 19 


US STOCKS were off in late-morn- 
ing trading, with Wall Street ex- 
pecting key indices to retest their 
krws from earlier in toe week. 

“If s pretty dear feat toe relief 
rally is over” said Tony Dwyet 
chief market strategist at Laden- 
burg Thalmann. 

At 4.30pm BSX the Dow was 
off 97 points at 7,686. Earlier, it 
shed 151, but regained some losss 
in volatile trading. Banks and 
companies tied to emerging mar- 
kets’ profits headed the fall as 
shares plunged around the world. 


[~C~1 TOKYO 

STOCKS ENDED lower amid deep- 
ening worries over the bleak eco- 
nomic climate wei ghing on 
Japanese corporations, traders 
said Hie Nikkei 225 ended down afl 
but 1 per cent at 14361.24. But toe 
yen strengthened against the dollar 
on worries about toe US economy 
and stock market toe yen was at 
135.7&/88 try the doseinlbkyo. A 
sharp cut in Hitachi's earnings fore* 
cast jarred toe stock market and 
news that Tba Steel would make a 
decision on liquidation today hurt 
sentiment fUrtben 


FRANKFURT 


SHARES dosed more than 3 per 
cent lower in thin late trading. 
Sharp fells in the rouble and re- 
ports that a trade union wants a 
4 per cent wage rise added to 
uncertainty The Xetra DAX 
dosed at 4,797.13. down 151.38. 

US brokers were also revising 
down their estimates of German 
GDP growth next year. One trad- 
er estimated the revision to com- 
prise “3 to 4 percentage points”. 
Banks were down: Deutsche lost 
4.71 per cent and Dresdner 6.7 
per cent 


RUSSIA 


RUSSIA’S main RTS index dosed 
down 6.40 per cent at 61.43, just 
above its all-time low of 61.15 on a 
minute turnover of $U8m. Dealers 
said investors, badly burnt Western- 
ers in particular are not expected to 
return until toe country's dsperate 
economic and political situation has 
been solved. 

The Russian centra] bank set its 
official rouble-dollar rate for Sep- 
tember 4 at 13.4608 to the doQax; 
weaker than the previous 12J1198. 
The rouble has now slid 52 per cent 
since the August 17 “devaluation”. 
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Shell shows unnerving signs of life 


WAS THAT movement we just wit* 
ness m Shell, the sleeping giant nf 
“eo3 majors? Yes indeed, the 


r-~v ^ ivc irauiuaoaay oeeii 

a^ of as big, baring, and fined with 
oarhiturates, seems finally to have 
nroused itself sufficiently from its 
slumbers to do a not insignificant 
deaL UncharacleristicaDy for Shell, 
which has stoically resisted the 

modern management taste for cost 

cutting, it also involves some $2D0m 

of annual cost savings. 

The question is whether this is 
a M awakening we are about to wit- 
ness or just another transitory 
break in the big sleep. The Anglo 
Dutch oQ major is merging its Eu- 
ropean marketing and refining op- 
erations into a joint venture with 
those of Texaco. While this stops 
short of the fully blown merger with 
Texaco that everyone has been 
speculating about since BP and 
Amoco announced they were get- 
ting hitched, it is plainly a big step 
in the right direction. 

Largely unnoticed and usually 
unreported, Shell has actually done 
a whole host of things in an effort 
to improve on its lamentably poor 
return on capital over the past 
year; selling off superfluous inter- 
ests here and dosing others there. 



Executives have tried all kinds 
of wacky ideas for Injecting a bit of 
positive energy into the organisa- 
tion - including, unbelleveably, se- 
curing the services of a bucklist 
monk to exorcise the bad karma - 
but seem culturally incapable of 
doing the one thing that toads al- 
ways to do the trick in the serious- 
ly overweight - reducing the head 

count 


OUTLOOK 


But the sheer size of the organisa- 
tion has meant the effect has so for 
been marginal At3 to 4 percentage 
points below the leaders, Shell still 
has the lowest return on capital em- 
ployed of all seven dl majors. Given 
feat Shell *hg iq omnri largpgt this 
would seem a pretty poor show. 

If Shell cares about tins, it cer- 
tainly doesn’t show it Unlike BP 
which has reinvented itself in the 
1990s along American ‘can do’, high 
executive remuneration lines, Siefl 
has turned a deaf ear to the call of 
shareholder value At virtually every 
level, Shell is seriously overmanned 
compared to its competitors and cu- 
riously enough management seems 
to be positively proud of it 


the CitywouM long ago have acted. 
Despite attempts to reorganise in- 
ternationally along product lines. 
Shell remains essentially a collec- 
tion of national figftfcwns and its 
hy Cnmmitlw An g lo 

Dutch corporate and capital struc- 
ture, seem to make it largely im- 
mune to the pressures of 
shareholder activists. 

Shell prides itself on the pater- 
nalism of its corporate culture, and 
nobody disputes that this has fos- 
tered some of the best talents in the 
industry But in the end, the func- 
tion of management is to make the 
assets sweat That's how ultimate- 
ly Mark Moody Stuart chairman of 
Shell Transport & Trading, is going 
to be judged, not for runninga uni- 
versity of excellence. As Niall 
Fitzgerald at Unilever has shown, 


it can be done, even in unwieldy 
Anglo Dutch multinationals. 

Enterprise Oil 

SHELL MAY-be all at sea, but at 
least it is large and diverse enough 

to withstand the plummeting ofl 

price. The same cannot be said of 
Enterprise OO, a pure exploration 
and production stock. With Enter- 
prise. the oil price goes straight 
through to the bottom Hue, and how; 
as yesterday’s plunge in profits 
and thinly disguised warning about 
the final dividend amply demon- 
strates. For its size, Enterprise 
has an unmatched record of ofl cfis- 
covery and it is still probably the 
best exploration play in town. 

But if the oil price continues at 
this level, it won’t long remain so. 
Pierre Jungels, Enterprise’s en- 
gaging Belgium bom chief executive, 
has long argued that the bagvirticaQy 
integrated oil majors should be de- 
merged, that their down stream 
activities are completely different 
businesses from upstream oil pro- 
duction and exploration. He is of- 
course right about this at a 
theoretical level Unfortunately, 
when the cal price hits this sort of 


level theory goes oirt the does; and 
the argument looks a sflly one. 

Nobody is suggesting Enter- 
prise should be diversifymg into oil 
marketing and refining to get itself 
out of Its present hind Small time 
flftwyip te tf> immitat p Hip nil n^J nrs 

are no solution, as the now de- 
ceased showed But the low oil 
price may yet fore some mergers 
the medium sized exploration 
stocks. Who knows? Enterprise 
and Lasmo may eventually be dri- 
ven together afterall. 

Accountants 

rr is NOT every day that one feels 
sympathy for investment bankers. 
But in complaining to the Office of 
Eafr Trading about the terms under 
which leading accountancy firms 
are prepared to carry out the die 
diligence work associated with 
mergers and acquisitions, they 
seem to have a point 

Accountants- quite rightiy- put 
themselves at the centre of the 
workings of the capital markets. 
Thar work in checking the state- 
ments made by companies and 
their advisers is vital to continuing 
investor confidence in the mar- 


kets, The value of that work is re- 
flected in the fees they charge. So, 
when tilings go awry, it isaEttie rich 
for ftiem to hold up their hands and 
say Hex I never told you that you 
could rely on tiiis report 

The profession insists that it is 
correct a situation whereby the 
bankers are looking for insurance 
by passing the risk of transactions 
on to somebody else. But the truth 
is that this is the latest in a series 
of attempts by accountants - and au- 
ditors, in particular - to limit their 
fiahfli ty in the past decade - ever 
since the prospect ofUS-style law- 
suits began to give partners in 
large firms sleepless nights. 

Their defence is that the law -by 
making them potentially liable for 
the whole of a loss in a corporate 
collapse no matter how much they 
are to blame - is unfairly stacked 
against them. That law is under re- 
view by the Government, with the 
creation of limited liability part- 
nerships one proposal for reform. 

But in the meantime, accoun- 
tants should act within existing 
rules. Accountability demands that 
those who set themselves up as ex- 
perts should expect to be sued if 
things go wrong. If nothing else, it 
helps concentrate the mind. 


And if partners do not like the 


of something done by somebody on 
the other side of the world whom 

they hardly know, that is as good a 
reason as any not to continue with 
the huge mergers that have seen 
the creation of the Big Five. 

British Telecom 

as EXAGGERATED claims go. BTs 
insistence that most homes will 
have installed one of its ISDN lines 
by 2002 takes some beating Since 
there is no point in having one of 

these things unless you own a com- 


sent level ofFC penetration to nearly 

double over the next four years. You 

then have to assume that all these 
PC users will also be internet sub- 
scribers, since again this is the main 
use for a home based ISDN line. 

And finally, you have to assume 
that none of these new PC owners 
wifi want to use the alternative of 
cable for their connection to the net, 
and that they are ready to pay 
roughly four times the cost of an or- 
dinary line rental for the privelege 
of ISDN. But there’s no accounting 
for marketing hype, is there? 


News Analysis: The famous high street name hopes radical changes will halt its market share fall IN BRIEF 


i ^ 


C&A ends secret counter-culture 


By Nigel cope 
Associate City Editor 

C&A, ONE of Britain’s most se- 
cretive retail companies, yes- 
terday announced a radical 
overhaul of its operations de- 
signed to stem the loss of mar- 
ket share and transform the 
company into a more resilient 
force on the high street 

The retail giant, run by the 
wealthy Brerminkmeyer fami- 
ly of Holland since 1841, has de- 
veloped a reputation for rarely 
giving interviews, never pub- 
lishing its financial results and 
cloaking operations in a veil of 
family-dominated secrecy. 

But yesterday itlsntatn^y __ 
embarked on a partial revolu- """ 
tian, with plans to shake up its 
store portfolio, its buying oper- 
ations and the cautious buaness 
culture. It also pledged to be 
more open about its operations, 
ending 157 years of secrecy 

C&A is dosing six stores, af- 
fecting around I60jobs.lt is also 
making 83 of its UK managers 
redundant as part of a stream- 
lining operation. Its disparate 
collection of over 20 clothing la- 
bels will be reduced as C&A em- 
braces “brand management”. 

“These things are always 
painf ul," says C&A spokesman 
Chris Williams. “The redun- 
dancies are a particular shod: 
as this company has operated 
a ‘cradle to grave’ philosophy. 
The culture was of a job for life.” 

The move is part of a series 
of changes gradually being in- 
troduced by C&A Last year it 
appointed non-family members 
to the UK board for the first 
time in an attempt to gain ex- 
tonal expertise. It has cen- 
tralised its buying operations in 
Brussels to cut costs and an- 
nounced plans to spend £200m 
refurbishing its remaining 1 14 
UK stores. The retailer also 
plans to broaden its range of 
prices in an attempt to shed its 
bargain-basement image. 

“This is a major initiative for 
us," Mr Williams says. “We had 
stinted to knkokl-fashh»ed and 
there was a perception of C&A 
as slightjy downmarket. This is 
all about adopting a more cus- 
tomer friendly approach." 

The six stores to close - in 
Birkenhead, Blackburn, Salis- 
bury. Shrewsbury, Southport 
and Walsall - will dose after 
January 1999. No buyers have 
yet been found. 

The {dans were announced to 
staff on Wednesday. The redim- 
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The fifonfifrikmeyfer b rot he r s: perrons deft) and August, 

1 841 C&A Is founded by two Dutch brothers. 

Clemens and August Brennlnkmeyer (hence . 
the name C&A). when they set up a 
warehouse In Sneek. Holland. ' 

claims to 

- Tia&a chain of scores across .Holland. 

1911 Opens first store In Germany, which will 
become C&A's largest market. 

1922 First C&A opens m Britain, on London's 
Oxford Street. 

1977 Introduces a collection of skiwear, the first 
affordable range on the British high street. 
Remains market leader In ski-dochlng today. 

1990s Though UK sales exceed £800m, market 

share begins to drift. Rivals such as Marks & 
Spencer increase the pressure while 
supermarket groups start stocking large 
clothing ranges at low prices. 

. 1 998 Announces re-structure, including store 
closures and management job cuts, to 
modernise business and make it a more 
formidable high street force. 


C&A's store In London’s Oxford Street yesterday; redundancies and closures have come as a shock to workers accustomed to a 5°b for life* ethic 


Rui Xavier 


dancies were a shock. “Some 
managers fed terrible about 
this," Mr Williams says. “They 
say: *010- approach has served 
us well for so many years, why 
do we need to change?" 

But industry data reveal that 
change is urgently needed. Be- 
tween 1994 and 1997 C&A's 
sales barely moved, rising by 
less than 5 per cent from £83Qm 
to £868m. In the period it lost a 
tenth of its share of the UK 
clothing market, slipping from 
4.4 per cent to 3:9 per cent 
Although its high street rival, 
Littlewoods, has also strug- 
gled. Marks & Spencer has in- 
creased its stranglehold on the 

sector; while the supermarkets 
such as Asda and Tfesco have 
been gaining sales at the lower- 
priced end of the market 
"You only have to look at the 
success of retailers such as 
New Look, Matalan and the su- 
permarkets to see why C&A has 
been losing market share,” says 
Clive Vaughan ofVerdict, the re- 
tail consultants. 


“It is always difficult for large, 
family-dominated companies to 
change. But Littiewoods [run by 
the Moores family] has been 
through it and Marks & Spencer 
and Boots have stripped out 
layers of management,” adds Mr 


fly-controlled footwear retailer 
and maker; has bear through a 
sumfar modernisation. 

The changes are a radical de- 
parture from the usual busi- 
ness philosophy of C&A, whose 
culture is rooted in the Dutch- 
CathoCc origins of its founders. 
It was founded in 1841 by the 
Dutch brothers Clemens and 
Augustus Brenninkmeyen 
whose ancestors were tinea and 
textile traders in the 17th cen- 
tury. Having left their home in 
Mettingen, Germany, they 
opened a warehouse in Sneek in 
Holland that yean The first real 
shop (fid not appear until 1861, 
also in Sneek. 

Expansion into Britain fol- 
lowed in 1922. C&A now has 
more than 550 stores in ll Eu- 


ropean countries. It also has as- 
sociated businesses around the 
world, although they do not all 
trade under the C&A banner 

As the business grew so did 
the wealth of the Bren- 
ninkmeyers, who rank among 
tire world’s richest people with 
estimated net worth of £4^bn. 

A staunchly Catholic family, 
they are said to be famously 
tough on their children. No 
member is given a job unless 
they get a thorough grilling at 


the annual family board meet- 
ing. In the old days the choice 
was often between the business 
or the priesthood. 

But the cult of secrecy is in- 
grained. C&A remains an un- 
limited company meaning that 
the ftnnfly fa ultimately liable for 
the company’s entire debts. 
This also means the business 
does not have to file accounts. 

A Dutch journalist once 
overheard a family elder re- 
mark that “openness is a si gn 


of weakness” Fbmily mem- 
bers at on every board in every 
country where it operates. A 
market flotation, therefore, is 
not on the agenda- A0 invest- 
ment is fiinded internally. 

The Breoninkmcyers are re- 
ported to grade themselves by 
numbers that denote each in- 
(firiduaTs place in the hierardy 
which is said to embrace more 
than 2jmo people. It has been 
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an oath iff secrecy and com- 
municate with head office 
through a code word The code, 
the name ofa street in Holland, 
is no longer used. 

Access to the family is &tQI 
difficult to gain. Confactis more 
Bkey to be made with the two 
non -family UK board mem- 
bers, Dennis Robinson and 
Nome Fairbaim. “They [the 
famffyl are very low profile. 
They do not show their wealth 
but they do a lot of work be- 
hind the scenes, for charity 
and so on,” the company says. 

In the UK, the chairman is 


Mark Conrad Brenninkmeyex; 
who is in his London office 
most days. Another Bren- 
ninkmeyei; Stephen, sits on 
the UK board. 

“In the past people would 
make things up [about C&AI and 
we wouldn't do anyth ing to cor- 
rect them,” Mr Williams says. 
“Now we are trying to be more 
open." In Jane thecompanyan- 
Tw tmn» d Tymitis fo 

its managers for the first time, 
but there are no plans to make i 
them more widely available. 

C&A may be an odd beast 
but it has a place on British 
high streets, experts say. The 
business has a strong follow- 
ing and its value-for-money 
offer s certainty* srrit raim e n t 

economic dSmate. 

The group ranks fourth in 
the UK dothing market behind 
M&S, Arcadia and Next Mr 
Vaughan ofVerdict says: “The 
thing s they are Hrring sound 
very sensible and other fami- 
ly-dominated groups have 
proved it can be done.” 


Peel in £66m Thistle hotels buyout IBNFL looks at US bonds 


ROBERT PEEL, the former 
fWftf executive of Thistle Ho- 
hda. returned to famfliar haunts 

* — - — !*<■ a float that miK 


hint management control of a 
fond of his oW firm's portfolio. 
■Rustle is selling SO of its provin- 
ofal hotete to Lehman Brothers, 
the investment bank, for £66ra. 

Mr Peel's new company, 
Feel Hotels, floated on the Al- 
jgHalive Investment Market in 
Man*, will runthe hotels under 
an “incentivised management 

arcangemenr.with the option 
Iw, T AArle awl 


toouyi.wvu*.**' — 

Newcas£te _ vpop^ rne - . . 
The deal follows a decision 


Bv Nigel Cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

to rationalise its portfolio and 
concentrate on building up its 
chain of Thistle branded hotels 
instead. The properties being 
sold range from the Mercury 
Hotel in Fort William to the 
Astor in Plymouth. Last yean 
the 30 hotels recordedprofits id 
28.7m. Their net book value at 
the end of December was £S3m. 

Ian Burke, Thistle’s chief ex- 
ecutive, said: “The sale of 30 ho- 
tels, which do not fit within the 
company's overall strategic 
plans. win allow us to focus up- 
on the r emaining hotels, pre- 


dominantly four stars operating 
under the Thistle brand." 

Mr Peel parted company 
with Thistle last year; amid 
suggestions that its mqjor 
shareholder, Brieriey Invest- 
ments of New Zealand, was un- 
happy with the company's 
financial performance. 

In June the Leeds-based 
group revealed it had received 
unsolicited approaches about a 
possible takeover bid. Brieriey 
later indicated it expected a 
sale. month Thistle was ru- 
moured to be close to announ- 
cinga ELSbn deal with Nomura 
International for its four-star 
hotels. But talks collapsed 


when Nomura lowered its offer 

Mr Peel started to build up 
tite company that is now This- 
tle from quite humble origins 
two decades ago, based on 
Mount Charlotte Investments, 
then little more than a collec- 
tion of seaside hotels. 

Lehman has named its new 
division Grace Hotels. Wilson 
Lee, Lehman brothers (Erector 
of European Mortgage and 
Asset Backed finance, said: 
“This ... reinforces a strategy 
of principal investment in the 
European markets." 

Thistle shares dosed 0.5p 
higher at I53p. Peel Hotels 
jumped top to 142 Jp. 


BRITISH Nuclear Ftiete may 
tap the United States bond 
markets to fond the building of 
American mini-Sdlafield re- 
processing plants after win- 
ning the first stage of a $6^hn 
(£l2bn) nuclear dean-up con- 
tract at Hanford, in W&shfogtwi 
state, in the north-west corner 
of the US, writes Andrew 
Garfield 

It would be the first time the 
company will have resorted to 
private capital for tends. The 
company has been wholly self- 
finandngso far because of the 
long-standing industry prac- 
tice of paying for reprocessing 
upfront 


“We may have to raise fi- 


we are looking at,” fee finance 
director; Ross Chiese, said. 

Once the $L2ba acquisition 
ofWestinghouse's nuclear busi- 
ness in collaboration with 
America’s Morris Khndsm is 
completed at the end of the 
year; some 25 per cent of 
BNFEs activity will be in the 
private sector 

However; John Tbyloi; the 
chid executive, said there had 
been no discussion with the 

gmnfgTtmpnt ahnnt p nsgihte prr- 
vatisation of the group, a high- 
ly controversial step given the 
widespread public concern 


about the safety of the nudear 
reprocessing industry. 

The firm fa and contributor 
to tite Treasury to the tune of 
133m this year; up from £46m. 
BNFEs cash j^nearfydoubled 
to £&5bn this year with the 
takeover of Magoax ESectrtefhe 
govermned-owned operator of 
older xmdear plants. “There is 
nothing we have wanted to do 

that we hare not been able to do 
with the Government as our 
sharehold^MrTErriorsaid. 

Profits before tax fell from 
£2l6m to £l99m in the year to 
3l March, tatting into account I 
Magnox losses. Turnover was j 
up from £L26bn to £L34btL 


MBnorco ponders 
first dividend cut 

MINORCO fa considering the 
first dividend cut in its 79- 
year history after first-half 
operating profits fell 26 per 
cent to $3 03m (£180 m) as 
commodity prices - most 
importantly coppec, ammonia 
fertiliser and methanol - 
stayed weak after collapsing 
in the latter part of 1997. 

Mmorco. the holding 
company for the non-African, 
non-diamond interests of De 
Beers and the South African 
gian t Anglo American, said it 
foresaw no eariy reversal of 
the commodities position. 

Rise for Senior 

SENIOR ENGINEERING 
reported a 14.4 per cent rise 
in first-half net income to 
£175x0, driven by growth in 
its aerospace business. The 
company, which makes 
flexible tubing - flexonics - 
and other products for the 
aerospace and car industries, 
is looking to expand through 
acquisitions and will focus on 
the US, particularly in 
aerospace. It made seven 
acquisitions in the first six 
months of the yean 

Wilson Connolly 

WILSON CONNOLLY has 
ruled out any early share 
buy-back programme) even 
with the share price ata 20 
per cent discount to net asset 
value, its ^h^frman, Lynn 
WDson, said yesterday after 
the housebuilder released 
interim results. Pre-tax 
profits rose to £14JJm from 
£l0.4m and the interim 
dividend was raised 7 per 
cent to 1.7p. The shares fell 
2Jjp to llL5p. 

Slough Estates 

SLOUGH ESTATES, Britain's 
largest holder of industrial 
properly plans to be building 
or have completed 5 million 
square feet of investment 
properly this yean about half 
of it without committed 
tenants. 

The chairman. Sir Nigel 
Mobbs, speaking after the 
company said net income 
rose by 0.8 per cent to £33. 7m, 
said he was not worried 
about speculative 
development as demand for 
industrial space was growing. 

Meggitt warning 

MEGGITt, the manufacturer 
of aerospace and defence 
equipment, reported strong 

half year results yesterday 
but warned that it could be 
hit if the economy headed 
towards recession. 

The warning came as the 
company reported a 30 per 
cent increase in its pre-tax 
profits for the six months to 
30 June to £17.7m. The 
shares rose2.5p to lffiL5p. 

Flnellst profits 

junelist. the supplier of 
vehide parts, said it was 
looking for more acquisitions. 
It reported a 64 per cent rise 
in pre-tax profits to £30^m 
for the year to 30 June, on 
turnover 70 per cent higher 
at £38fLLm. Finelist’s market 
share is expected to grow 
from 10 to 15 per cent over 
the next two to three years, 
said the chairman, Chris 
Swan. Over 80 per cent of the 
market is now shared 
between 6,000 independent 
operators. 
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Oil sector 
reels as 
low crude 
price hits 
profits 



BUSINESS/17 

Wembley 
takes £7. 9m 
leap into 
the black 


A cloud of gloom descended 
on the oil sector yesterday as 
Enteiprise Oil, one of its 
strongest players, revealed a 
collapse in profits and said the 
industry was faring “the tough- 
est time in its history* 1 . 

Shares in Enterprise 
plunged by 10 per cent yester- 
day to 332p, nearly half their 
Level in May, as it warned that 
it was being forced to consider 
a dividend cut Net profit after 
exceptional^, fell from £80m to 
£12 m. 

In a letter to shareholders, 
Sir Graham Heame, the chair- 
man, said: “1 write to you at a 
time when the oil industry is 
feeing arguably the toughest 
time in its history. 

“Oil prices over the past 
year have feUen to their lowest 
level for 25 years in real terms. 
As a result I have to report a 
disappointing set of results.’' 

He said the profits were 
“dearly not acceptable”, and 
added that the oil industry 
must find its own solution “firms 
within, not without”. 

The company outlined un- 
precedented measures to cut 
costs in every area of its busi- 
ness, from exploration to office 
space. 

Pierre Jungels, the chief ex- 
ecutive, said: “We cannot bank 
on higher oil prices in the fore- 
seeable future, so we are intent 
on driving Enterprise Oil even 
harder. A widespread review of 
our business in a world of low 
oil prices has identified a num- 
ber of actions we will be taking 
in order to create growth, even 
if crude prices stay below $15 
a barrel for several years.” . . 

Actions to be taken by En- 
terprise will indude cutting 


By Andrew Verity 

exploration for new oil fields, 
cutting its stake in agsiyfotoA 
companies, renegotiating costs 
and even letting out excess of- 
fice space. In many projects, 
cost levels were set at a time 
when oil prices were much 

hi gher 

Liz Butler an oil analyst at 
Panmure Gordon, said: “The 

low ml price is kilting th em and 

it is killing every oil company. 
Enterprise is in a better posi- 
tion that most In real teams, 
the ofi price is probably at its 
lowest since 1973.” 

Enterprise realised an oil 
price of £8.15 ($13.42) a barrel 
in the first half of 1998, com- 
pared with £12.11 ($19.78) last 
yean Despite cutting its costs 
from £6.12 to £5.83 per barrel, 

the im p act of this fall Hag Keen 

devastating 

World oil prices have been 
slashed as Iraq has in effect re- 
entered the maifcet and the eco- 
nomic slump in Asia has 
reduced demand. Mild winters 
in Western Europe and the US 
and an excess of stock have ag- 
gravated the problem. 

Mr Jungels said the industry 
needed a co-ordinated action 
plan to tadde the cost of getting 1 
oil and gas out of foe ground, in- 
cluding running wells in com- 
mon with other companies and 
bundling assets together. 

Internal cost-cutting' was es- 
sential, including slashing trav- 
el, entertainment - and 
communications budgets. But 
the “real prize" - a cut in costs 
of 10 per cent - could only be 
achieved by action across the 
industry. ' 

Outlook, page 15 



John Church in Jermyn Street yesterday. Branches are to open in Manchester and Oxford Peter Mocdiormid 

Church steps out with 11% profit rise 


SHARES in Church & Co yes- 
terday rose lOp to 280p as the 
shoemaker and retailer re- 
ported a 11-per-ceM increase in 
profits before tax to £ 1 5m for 
the six months to 30 June. 

“Juty and August were very 


buoyant... and, provided tins 
continues throughout the au- 
tumn... Ibefievewe can be op- 
timistic about the outcome for 
1998,” John Church, the chair- 
man, said. Jones, the UK retail 
company, produced a 7 per 


cent improv em ent in profits, the 
company said. 

Last month the group 
opened a second shop in 
Covent Garden, London, and 
openings are scheduled soon 
for Trafford Park, Manchester; 


and Oxford Profits also rose at 
the UK manufac turin g oompa - 
nies Church & Co (Fbotwear) 
and Joseph Cheaney & Sons. 

The interim dividend has 
been lifted by 9 per cent, S-5p to 
3.8p. 


Delphi shares slump as IT 
ambitions are scaled back 


SHAREHOLDERS IN the com- 
puter staffing group Delphi 
suffered another setback yes- 
terday as the group abandoned 
ambitious plans to become a 
fully-fledged information tech- 
nology services company. 

Delphi shares lost 21 per 
cent of their value, slumping to 
a three-year low of 306p on the 
news. The shares peaked at 
827p in March this year. 

Tbny Reeves, the chairman 
of Delphi, said the group had 
decided , to seek a strategic 
partner for its US subsidiary 
Alpine, which suffered a loss of 


Blow to WorldCom 
as McLeod quits 


ROB McLEOD, managing di- 
rector of the UK division of 
WorldCom, has resigned deal- 
ing a serious blow to the US 
telecom giant’s ambitions of 
challenging British Itelecnm in 
its home market 

Mr McLeod handed in his 
resignation last month and is 
planning to leave the group by 
the end of the year. 

Although he does not yet 
have another job lined up, he is 
c onsi dering a number of dif- 
ferent “exciting" opportunities. 

These are thought to in- 
dude an offer from Colin 
Williams, a former BT execu-' 
tive and mentor of Mr 
McLeod’s, who works for Level 
3 Communications, an aggres- 
sive US group. 

Level 3 has raised billions of 
dollars to build a worldwide 
telecom network based on 
packet-switching technology 
which allows telephone calls to 
be parcelled up and transmit- 
ted over a network at high 
speed. . . . 

Mr McLeod's exit is the 
most prominent in a recent 


BY PETER THAL LARSEN 


WORLDCOM 



number of departures of UK 
staff from WorldCom. 

WorldCom has grown at a 
break-neck pace, most recent- 
ly through last year’s merger 
with MCI, the US longdistance 
telecom group, which is due to 
receive faml clearance in the 
next few weeks. Mr McLeod 
said his departure was amica- 
ble. “I’ve had the best three 
years of ny career I had a num- 
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ber (rf goals I wanted to achieve 
and I've done that" He dis- 
missed as “complete and utter 
nonsense” suggestions that he 
had fallen oat with Liam 
Strong, the former Sears chief 
executive who runs World- 
Corn’s European operations. 

Mr McLeod origtoaDy joined 
MFS, the telecom group which 
specialised in providing telecom 
connections to business users 
in London and other European 
cities, in 1995 after spending 12 
years with BX 

After MES was swallowed by 
WorldCom, he was put in 
charge of the UK division, 
which he expanded by estab- 
lishing connections to the US 
and continental Europe while 
building up its UK customer 
base. 

WorldCom recently an- 
nounced the completion of its 
European network; which links 
the Continent’s business cen- 
tres. It is now planning to ex- 
pand its network in the UK by 
buying spare capacity from 
other operators such as Racal 
Telecom. 
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By Peter Thal Larsen 

£l.4m in the first six months of 
the yean 

Mr Reeves said Delphi had 
underestimated how much in- 
vestment the subsidiary; which 
manages clients' computer 
systems from a remote loca- 
tion, required. 

“It hasn’t worked because 
the technology has taken us 
into a new service which has 
taken much longer and much 
more money than expected to 
develop,^ Mr Reeves said. 

The group is also planning 


B illi ton 
pulls out 
of bid 
for CVG 


THE international mining 
group, Billiton, yesterday 
blamed the recent turmoil in 
financial markets for its deci- 
sion not to bid for Venezuela’s 
al uminiu m complex, CVG. 

“The state of the world econ- 
omy and global financial mar- 
kets had presented the 
consortium with, unanticipated 
challenges and made it in- 
creasingly difficult to bring the 
consortium’s preparations to 
bid to a successful conclusion,” 
toe company said. 

The British-based firm led 
the sole consortium qualified to 
bid for 70 per cent of the CVG 
aluminium assets which the 
Venezuelan government is try- 
ing to privatise for toe thrid 
time next week, at a base price 
of$l-55bn (£930m) . 

The group, which also in- 
cludes Kaiser Al uminium and 
Venezuela’s Sural, was also the 
only bidder in July’s sale at- 
tempt of toe loss-making com- 
plex, which produces 4 per 
cent of toe world’s aluminium. 
But the consortium withdrawal 
the last minute over differ- 
ences in the mafc&up of the con- 
sortium. The first attempt to 
privatise CVG failed in March 
when prospective bidders^ with- 
drew.. 

Industry sources said the fi- 
nancial turmoil in global mar- 
kets probably made it difficult 
for some consortium partners 
to obtain adequate funding. 

The economic crises in Rus- 
sia and Asia also raised con- 
cerns about investment in 
emerging markets generally, 
while specific concerns have in- 
creased ova* the political and 


to sell its 30.8 per emit stake in 
Decan, toe French IT solu- 
tions business. 

Mr Reeves said Delphi had 
received three offers fro- Alpine, 
and hopes to complete a sale 
by the end of the year. But he 
said it was too early to tell 
whether toe company would 
suffer a loss on the sale. Del- 
phi bought Alpine for $25m 
(£L5m) in 1996. 

Ingrid von Hentschel, IT an- 
alyst at Beeson Gregory said: 
“to order to become a solutions 
company, Delphi would have 
had to put too much money in. 


They dfidrft have toe money and 
they didn't have the manage- 
ment” However; she backed 
Delphi’s decision to pull out 
“It's a rational decision at long 
last" 

Mr Reeves said Delphi’s 
priority now was to concentrate 
on its staffing operations. 

He added that the group 
was looking to strengthen the 
management of its staffing 
business by recruiting a new 
chief executive for its American 
division, which had also suf- 
fered from toe difficulties at 
Alpine. 


MICHAEL FLATLEY^ musical 
Lord qf the Dance he4>ed lift 
Wembley pic into the black 

again in the first half of the year 

as the leisure group prepared 
to sell the national stadium for 
£103m. 

Wembley boosted profits 
from its Arena after a poor 
1997 fry extending the number 
of “event days” from 58 to 75 
from January to July. No less 
than 21 of these featured Flat- 
ley’s high-kicking Irish dance 
m usi c a l 

Lord of the Dance helped 
boost profits at the Arena and 
the Stadium by 17.6 percent to 
£7.9m. while profits in some 
other parts of the business stood 
stiH The impact of hospitality 
packages on World Cup ticket 
sales saw earnings at Keith 
Prowse, its ticket agency divi- 
sion, fell from £0Rm to £0.3m. 

Wembley is in the midst of a 
giant restructuring package 
which includes the sale of Vtem- 
bley Stadium to the English Na- 
tional Stadium Bust, a body set 
up especially to redevelop the 
Stadium. 

Wfembley is concentrating 
more on its greyhound trades 
and gaming business. A video- 
based lottery gaming machine 
has proved popular at its track 
venues in Rhode Island, in the 
United States, where profits 
rose 10.7 per cent 

Claes Hultman, chairman 
of Wembley, said: “The pro- 
posed sale of Wembley prorides 
a tremendous opportunity to 
develop and refocus the Vfem- 
bley group. The conclusion of 
the sale will finally allow us to 
exploit fully the remaining un- 
tapped potential within the 
business.” 

Wembley has gone ah ead 
with big changes in manage- 
ment after a difficult year in 
1997. Alan Coppin, group chief 
executive, will leave toe group 
by the end of September; to be 
replaced by Nigel Potter; groqp • 
finance director and the deputy 
ddef executive since May. 

Wembley slipped into loss in 
1997, largely because of the 
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Michael FTatley: ‘Lord of 
the Dance’ helped profits 

impact of a £15Jm award made 
against a United States sub- 
skfiary The group is still locked 
in negotiations to try to re- 
duce the loss. 

Despite the rise in profits 
against last yean earnings per 
share in the first half actually 
decreased by 10 per cent Tax 
payments, heavOy offset in 1997 
by bringing forward earlier 
losses in the US, rose sharply. 
The shares rose 65p to 325p. 

The group said the Wbrid 
Cup had hit the UK hospitality 
industry hard. Together with the 
recession in Asia, it severely re- 
duced toe sale of hospitality 
packages at Lord's, St Andrews 
and Wimbledon, where Keith 
Prowse does a large part of its 
business. Corporations were 
able to travel to France easily 
rather than taking their guests 
to annual events in the UK 
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sources said. 

The cancellation of the auc- 
tion is a fresh blow to 
Vfenesuela’s image, as foreign 
investors had been looking to 
toe long-delayed privatisation 
for reassurance that econom- 
ic reforms were on track. 

BillitaQ shares yesterday fell 
lp to ll3p. 
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Year’s gains wiped out in latest fall 


TOOTS® yesterday saw all of this 
ye^s gams wiped out ty the latest 

downhiU swoop of fog Te(Xnt roI j 
coaster nde. All the hard work and 
long hours put in by City traders 
smee New Year’s DayZs sw^t 
away m a sea of red. V 

As with other recent debacles. 
Square Mile traders declined to 5 
cent anv resnnn<nhiiife> — 


21 - cm a iiM-pointaefiat 
which left Footsie at 5 , 118 . 7 , just 

below its 5,133 start- of-year leveL 
The second liners were also bat- . 
tered, with the mid-cap t»nHmcr 53^ 
lower at 4,648-8 and the Rmaj) cap 
losing 13.1 to 2,0683 

Enterprise Oil typified Fbot- 
sie s plight The oil exploration 
production outfit lost 12.1 per cent 
to dose at 325p after it reported that 
first-half net income Had been sav- 
aged by the low crude oil price. The 
resalts reawakened fears of a mas- 
sive dividend cut at the fall-year 
stage. More importantly yester- 
day’s £aU m market value win ensure 
an end to Enterprise’s chequered 


Market 

Report 



Francesco 

Guerrera 


life on the Ebotsie. Ejection from the 
blue-chip index at next week JTSE 
meeting is now certain. Enter- 
prise’s figures put a dampener on 
other oil stocks, with Premier 00 
losing 6.5 per cent to 25p and 
Lasmo down 5p to 154p. Shell was 
also down 5p to 330p despite con- 
firmation ofthe oil giant’s much-ru- 
moured link of its d o wns tre am 
operations with rival Texaco. 

Worries about exposure to Rus- 
sia’s crumbling financial system 
continue to haunt the banks. Bar- 
clays, the only one to come clean 
so far with a bigger- than -expected 


Russian provision, lost89p to U94. 
Its high-street rivals, stfll to inform 
the market on the scale of their in- 
volvement with Moscow, were also 
underpressure. Lloyds TSB post- 
ed a 54p deficit to 657p, while 
NatWest Bank fell 59p to 94lp and 
Royal Bank of Scotland settled 4^p 
lower to 845p. Schraders, the City 
merchant back, was also among the 
Footsie’s biggest losers, sliding 
I55p to I25lp with dealers whis- 
pering about concern over its Asian 
exposure and general jitters about 
the forthcoming results. 

The financial sector was spared 
a complete rout by Cattles. The 
door-to-door lender, usually con- 
sidered the high street banks’ poor 
relation, was erne of the mid cap’s 
better performers, rising 27.5p to 
563-5p after a glittering set of in- 
terims. 

Supermarkets were prominent 
among the handful of fbotsie risers. 
They were boosted by their tradi- 
tional defensive qualities and by a 
set of broadly encouraging trading 
figures. Safeway was the second- 
biggest climber in the blue-chip 
charts, rising Up to 333p on the 
back of a good year-on-year in- 
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crease in sales. Asda, its one-time 
suitor; rose 2.75p to 187 .5p. Some 
City types seem convinced that a 
tie-up between these two could 
still happen and could be made eas- 
ier by their subdued share prices. 
Morrison Supermarkets, the 
northern chain, benefited from the 
trend and closed 3.9 per cent high- 
er at 270p. Sainsbury, down 95p to 
524p, and Tbs co, down 6.5p to 


173L5p, did not join in the food bo- 
nanza as tiie market took a dim view 
of their trading numbers. 

Reed International, the Anglo- 
Dutch publishing giant, topped the 
list of Footsie risers as brokers 
wanned to its safe-haven status 
and deemed that the recent sell-off 
hadgpnetoo fee Their advice pushed 
the stock up Stop to 470p. Granada 
received a similar treatment, re- 
bounding after some lean months. 
The media-to-hotels conglomerate 

continued Wednesday's positive run 
and rase a further 3 per cent to 8Q2p. 

But Granada was one of the few 
bright spots among media stocks: 
the sector is stOl reeling from 
Wednesday’s warning of fading ad- 
vertising revenue from Maiden, the 
posters group. Maiden itself re- 
bounded 57.5p to 270p, but yester- 
day’s victim was Newsquest Ffears 
of an advertisers’ flight from its re- 
gional newspapers sent the shares 
down almost 10 per centto 225p, the 
worst performance on the mid cap. 
EMAP, the magazine pubEsheqfoi- 
lowed suit, shedding 45p to 895p. 
Daily MaD & General Trust was 
another of the unwanted paper gi- 
ants. The uncertainty surrounding 


the company after the death of the 
charismatic Lord Rothennere 
pushed it down 182p to 2£18p. 

The good news of the day came 
from just a few results. Amec, the 
building group, engineered a lOp 
rise to I49p after a 20 per cent hike 
in dividend and a bullish trading 
statement Amec's optimism 
dragged up housebuilder Wimpey, 
up 3p to I03p, building materials 
stalwarts Hanson, up 9p to 3i4p, 
and Hewden Stuart, up 3p to iSOp. 
Man ED&F, the assefrbrokerage- 
to alcohol conglomerate, put on a 
spirited 16fip to 320p after telling in- 
vestors of a strong start of the yean 

March pole, a licensee for Yves 
Saint-Laurent clothes, took a very 
uncool pasting. The shares or the 
recently-floated minnow halved to 
I8£p after a bearish trading update 
and poor interim profits. 

Maybom, the maker of the Tom- 

mee Tippee range of baby products, 
suffered a similar fate, plunging 28 
per cent to 65p after issuing a prof- 
its wa rning 

SEAQ VOLUME: S50.9m 
SEAQ TRADES: 57.864 
GILTS INDEX: n/a 


Nigel Wray the properly 
tycoon, yesterday made around 
£9-2m from the sale of 10m 
shares in Burford Holdings, 
the real estate group he chairs. 
Shares in Burford, which owns 
the Trocadero amusement 
arcade in London, rose lp to 
05p. Mr Wray said be will use 
the money to invest in his 
other interests. The 
announcement will delight 
Nottingham Fbrest football 
dub fens, where Mr Wray 
invests. Some money for new 
players could be on the way 

Vanguard Medica rose 4 Op to 
270p. The biotech group is 
about to sign a multi-million 
pound deal with 
pharmaceutical giant, to be 
chosen from Novartis, Roche, 
Johnson & Johnson and 
Bristol Myers Squibb, to 
market an anti-migraine drug. 

Silk Industries plunged 22 per 
cent to 63.5p after the weaving 
company warned that interim 
profits would be below last 
year’s Il.Im. 
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Lenders find a silver 
lining in the gloom 


CATTLES, the personal Inanw 
provide*; could be one of few 
companies to benefit if Martin 
Taylor; the chief executive of 
Barclays, is right about a glob- 
al credit crunch. In a recessum, 
^ high street banks usually tight- 
\f en their personal lending cri- 
teria, and other providers of 
consumer credit can then meet 
the frustrated demand. 

Cattles is well positioned to 
do this, having moved up from 
the D and E social brackets to 
target the Cs. The market po- 
tential is huge, perhaps em- 
bracing 20 milli on customers. 

Eddie Cran, Catties’ effu- 
sive chief executive, has said 
that he plans to deliver 20 per 
cent growth every yean To do 
this he has departed from the 
core business df doorrtO^-do^ 
credit sales and has identified 
a new market among people 
with mildly blemished credit 
records but with bigger in- 
l comes than the traditionally im- 

“ . poverished customer base. 

While its two main competi- 
tors, Provident Financial and 
London Scottish, have played it 
safe. Cattles has forged ahead, 
posting a 22 per cent rise in 
profits in the first half of 1998. 
Particular^ successful was the 
purchase of Welcome, which 
sells personal loans through a 
branch network. Welcome's 
new business grew by 82 per 
cent over the past year 
Catties is buMng a national 
network of brandies, boosting 
business through newspaper 
advertisements and branch 
sales. Yesterday it also an- 
nounced toe sale of its corporate 

services business, allowing it to 
focus on expanding c on su m er 
credit. _ - 

Recession does affect busi- 
ness in this sector- but much 
. less so than for other lenders. 
3 Lenders like Catties and Prov- 
ident Financial base decisions 
on ability to pay, often for peo- 

pte on modest incomes or draw- 
ing income support. 

Catties shares rose 275p to 
563.5p yesterday. Charterhouse 
Tilney forecasts full-year earn- 
ings of £47. 8m, putting the 
shares on a forward PE ratio of 
23. That's demanding, but Cat- 
tles is a growth business. Buy 
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CATTLES: AT A GLANCE 


Market value: £7 87m. share price:563.5p (+27.5p) 


Trading record 
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98 


-Hair year ro- 
30 June 


95 96 97 

, — year to 3l Dec — 

TwmovM'fErrl - , 33.9 ; 375.4 1 65:3^ 223.3 

Pre-tax profits (£m) 28.21 33.86 55.11 32.52 20.74 

Earnings pq&lfPt . ) 7.0 .27.8 • 8.5 . Crfp.4 

Dividends per share (p) 4.45 5.50 6.55 3.25 3.90 


Operating profits 

6 months to 30 th June £ m 
12 



Amec services 
boost shares 

FOR AN illustration of how the 
British economy is c h a ng ing 
lookno further than Amec. The 
construction group has king got 
its hands dirty with large civil 
engineering projects and 
housebuilding But recently it 
has been building up its expo- 
sure to services. 

Yesterday Amec pointed out 

that two-thirds of total first-half 
operating profits of £2&n came 
from services, which range 
fr om providing facilities man- 
agement for North Sea oil 
platforms, to maintenance con- 
tracts for Railtrack. 

Investors promptly boosted 
the shares - which have suf- 
fered from the general gloom 
about an economic slowdown - 
lOp to 149p. 

This is no surprise. Stock 
markets like steady dependable 
earnings streams and they 


don’t get much more pre- 
dictable tfam facilitie s man- 
agements contracts - which 
traditionally run for several 
years. That said, investors 
should not get too carried away 
Amec's rail-maintenance con- 
tracts are coming up far review 
and, although the company 
hopes to win market share, it 
maybe forced to accept lower 
margins to beat its rivals. 

What’s more, Amec’s suc- 
cess in services only serves to 
show how pooriy it is stfil doing 
in the other parts of its busi- 
ness. Profits from capital pro- 
jects were just £5.3m in the half 
year (Amec did not provide 
comparative figures for last 
year) while housing and in- 
vestment projects contributed 
just £3m. Given, that Amec 
turned over £L72bn - an in- 
crease of 14 per cent - in the 
period, there is still a lotto do. 

That said, chief executive 
Peter Mason deserves credit 
for tackfing loss-making divi- 
sions and shifting Amec’s focus 


away from risky low-margin 
projects. A few businesses, 
such as bousebuOding, sit un- 
comfortably with the rest of the 
company. But in the case of an 
economic slowdo w n Amec 
should be relatively protected 
On a forward earnings multiple 
of just nine, the shares are 
good value. 

Wickes does it 
in style 

INTERIM figures from Wickes 
yesterday provided further 
evidence of the DIY group’s re- 
habilitation after its accountmg 
fiasco two years ago. Profits of 
£ll^mcompmedwithaloss<rf 
•£14. 7m in the first haSP-lagt 
year And like-for-like sales 
growth of5.1 per cent in the hatf 
and 6.9 per cent in current 
trading was impressive, given 
the usual litany of excuses such 
as the poor weather and the 
World Cup. 

But the key development 
yesterday was the decision to 
roll out its Crystal store format 
Wickes started testing the idea 
in six stores in April The con- 
cept adds softer; decorating 
products such as wallpaper and 
floor coverings to Ihe usual fore 
of building-material products. 

Though this would appear to 
risk fighting on the home 
grtrand of rivals such as Home- 
base and B&Q, and diminishing 
the breadth of the range in its 
core “heavy” products, the 
figures show otherwise. 

Like-for-like sales in the six 
stores tested showed gains of 
20 per cent since the refit 
Group margins rose from 30.3 
percent to 31.2 percent 

A further 30 stares will be re- 
modelled during next year with 
the whole chain completed by 
2001. On top ofthe £5m invest- 
ment in the trial stores, £6Sm 
will be required to develop tire 
whole portfolio. 

On full -year forecasts of 
the shares — up 23p to 
236 J5p yesterday - trade on a 
forward rating of only eight A 
decent gamble on a recovery 
play and there is always the 
possfbilxty of a bid. 


In Brief 

Pound knocks 
Boosey profits 

PRE-TAX PROFITS at Boosey 
& Hawkes slumped to £1.25m 
from £1.76m as the strong 
pound knocked 3 percent off 
sales in the six months to 30 
June, the instrument maker 
and music publisher said. 

After the impact of 
sterling «nd excluding 
exceptional - including an 
one-off £L08m charge 
relating to the reorganisation 
in May when the company 
bought out majority 
shareholder Carl Fischer - 
pre-tax profit would have 
risen by 14.7 per cent on the 
period a year ago, the 
company said. 

Clubhaus grows 

PROFITS AT Clubhaus rose 
139 per cent to £3.4m (£1.4m) 
as a 36 per cent rise in 
membership and the launch 
of its own range of goods 
helped to offs^poor^v^tther 
4n &elraff fcyfwtts^ ; 

The UK and continental 
■ golf course operator; which 
recently announced a £2 0.6m 
investment in health and 
fitness facilities at nine of its 
dubs, opened Dew 
clubhouses at Castle Royal, 
Berkshire and Vichy, France, 
and a new course at Three 
Rivers in Essex. 

Clydeport rise 

CLYDEPORT, the privatised 
Scottish ports operator; 
reported a 2L5 per cent rise 
in pre-tax profits to £5.08m in 
the six months to 30 June. 
Results were buoyed by 
record tonnage at 
Hunterston, Europe’s largest 
coal import port, and 
increased income from its 
joint property venture with 
Clydesdale Bank. The shares, 
which were floated in 1994 at 
I33p, dosed up 6p at I755p. 

Friendly Hotels 

FRIENDLY HOTELS reported 
a 26 per cent rise in interim 
pre-tax profits to £2mas the 
acquisition of Choice 
International’s European 
interests helped boost its 
hotels from 36 to 57, while its 
number of franchises rose 
from 25 to 188. Room rates 
rose by 6.4 per cent to an 
average £34.85: UK 
occupancy increased from 
60.3 per cent to 6L7 per cent 


Chime spawns 
in time for euro 


LORD TIM BELL’s spin doc- 
toring empire, Chime Commu- 
nications, has spawned a new 
subsidiary. John Antdiffe and 
two other senior spinners from 
Bell Fottingec Chime's main 
operation, are splitting off to 
form a second PR firm. Smith- 
field Financial. 

The affable Mr Antdiffe is 
takin g two directors, John 
Kdy and Michael Oke, to the 
new subsidiary as well as such 
weighty clients as Scottish & 

Neweastift, Stagwmadi and En- 
terprise OiL 

But what on earth does Lord 
Bell need another financial PR 
firm for? Piers Pottinger and 
Ms troops already perform a 
sterling service in that field. Is 
Smithfield evidence ofa dam- 
aging split with' Antdiffe £ Cb? 

“No, absolutely not”, dedar- 
es Mr Antdiffe. *Tim (LordBdD 
has been keen for a while now 
to develop a second brand.” 

“WPP has J Walter Thomp- 
son as wen as Qgflyy £ Maih- 
ec Tim sees no reason why 
Chime cant have two brands,” 
says Mr Antdiffe. So there you 
have it Keeping up with the 
Sorrells, you might say. 

The new operation will be 
wholly owned by Chime - no 
jufoy equity stake for Antdiffe 
& Co. The new offices will take 
them from Ben Pottinger’s lo- 
cation in Red lion Court off 
Fleet Street, north east to Cow- 
cross Street in trendy Clerken- 
weU, just round the corner 
from Smith New Court’s old of- 
fices on Farringdon Road, now 
part of Merrill Lynch. 

Mr Anfr»Kffp WTtVmKAg- “UfeYp 

keen to build a more interna- 
tional dimension than here 
(Chime). We will see some 
rapid changes in the European 
equity markets in the next cou- 
ple of years, and we want to 
tofcp advantage of that” 

An good FR speak. Mark 
‘Wbolfenden, a manager at ri- 
val spin doctors Dewe Roger- 
son, will also join, and Mr 
Antdiffe anticipates “one or 
two others' from other agencies 
hopping on board. 

Speaking of Dewe Roger- 
san, it cannot be kmg before the 
impending bid by Incepta, own- 
ers of Citigate, plops through 


People and 
business 

BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 



men ARE being encouraged 
by the Imperial Cancer Re- 
search Fund to show their 
support, literally in Oetober 
for Breast Cancer Aware- 
ness Month by wearing a 
bra to work on the outside 
of their shirt 

The City should be quite 
a sight. 

And for the feint hearted, 
the fluid is asking men to 
wear something pink “such 
as a handkerchief in their 
breast pocket”. 

Firms that have already 
signed up to support the 
Awareness Month include 
NatWest and Alliance & 
Leicester. A spokeswoman 
for the fund assures me, 
however, that chaps in the 
aforesaid banks will be 
sporting hankies rather 
than bras. What a relief! 


Dewe’s letter box. The lucky 
chaps at Dewe are set to 
trouser around £25m, markets 
permitting, of course. 

DAVID SAUNDERSON caffs to 
tsfl me he has just bought a pen- 
sions advisory scheme with 
£300m in funds under manage- 
ment from Minei the Lloyd's of 
London broker; along with a 
team of four Minet executives. 

Mr Saunderson founded his 
own private client boutique, 
Saunderson House, in 1979, 
and this latest deal more than 
doubles his workforce to 15. 

Mr Saunderson has bought 
the Individual Pension Portfo- 


lio Advisory Sendee tIPPAS) 
from Minet for an undisclosed 
sum. The service advises City 
professionals on their pension 
arrangements. 

The four executives joining 
Saunderson are Donald Birts, 
previously chairman of Minet 
Consultancy Services; Ian Mc- 
Nally, formerly a client man- 
agerat the same firm; Michael 
Harrison, who was a division- 
al director with Minet in Leeds; 
and lan Chalmers, who was re- 
sponsible for investment re- 
search at Minet Mr Chalmers 
was also formerly a director of 
BZW UK Equities. 

Mr Saunderson, 42, original- 
ly trained as a chartered ac- 
countantwithPrireV&terhouse. 
He is now keen to expand fur- 
then But be is quit* to add that 
he has “no plans to float”. 

NEXT JANUARY sees the ar- 
rival of the euro- as long as the 
Russian crisis hasn't blown 
everything off course by then. 
The British Museum is mark- 
ing the launch with an exhibi- 
tion called “Earlier Monetary 
Unions”, which should be of in- 
terest to eurosceptics and eu- 
rophfles alike. 

The main point of the show 
is that this is not the first time 
a common currency has exist- 
ed in Europe. The first part 
traces the history of monetary 
union from the Roman Empire 
to the present day. using the 
museum's vast collection of 
coins and medals. 

The museum says: “Partic- 
ular attention is paid to the role 
of Britain in these past en- 
deavours, from the issues of 
British usurpers of the Roman 
throne, through the abortive 
preparations for British par- 
ticipation in the Latin Monetary 
Union, to the fanciful designs 
for the British ecu." 

This will surely have Lord 
Tebbit and his ilk foaming at 
the mouth. He might be cheer- 
ed up by the many foiled at- 
tempts at union, which are also 
illustrated in the show. 

The exhibition lasts from 23 
September to 10 January 1999 
in Room 69a. The gallery is 
sponsored by Visa Internation- 
al and admission is free. 
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FOREIGN exchange rates 


Country 


Sterling 

Spot 


1 month 3 month 


UK 

Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Canada 

Denmark 

ECU 
Fmland 
France 
Germany 
Greece 

Hone Kong 

Ireland 
Italy 
Japan 
Malaysia 

SSU.8H 

New Zealand 3.3420 
Norway 12^0' 

Sat* |p 

SRSUHuS 
!Sn i 

Switzerland 2 3798 
US 1.6765 


1.0000 
2.8764 
20.375 
59.750 
2.5777 
11.030 
1.4709 
8.8102 
9.708 
2.8953 
499.04 
12.992 
1.1606 
2861.9 
224.82 
6.3724 
16 941 


2.B721 

20.339 

59.538 

2.5740 

11.002 

1.4668 

6.7810 

9.676 

2.8855 

501.68 

13.008 

1.1593 

2856.4 

223.46 

6.492B 

3.2584 
3.3363 
12.97 5 

295.90 
6.2840 
2 9380 
JO.540? 
245.21 
13.175 
2.3680 


2.8636 

20.269 

59.135 

2.5669 

10.949 

1.4588 

8.7237 

9.613 

2.8665 

505.04 

13.087 

1.1563 

2&44.t> 

220.84 

6.6761 

3.2363 

3.3253 

12.978 

294.30 

6.2744 

2.9307 

10.7942 

243.M 

13.108 

2.3453 


Dollar 

Spot 

0.5965 
1.7157 
12.154 
. 35.640 
1.5376 
6.5790 
1.1398 

5.7908 

1.7270 

297.67 

7.7495 

1.4446 

1707.1 

134.10 

3.6010 

10.1050 

1.9505 

0.5017 

7.7348 

176.97 

3.7508 

1.7550 

6.2103 

146.63 

7.8800 

1.4195 

1.0000 


7 month 3 month 


0.5974 

1.7159 

12.151 

35.570 

1.5378 

6.5731 

1.1411 

5.2461 

5.7807 

1.7239 

299.72 

7.7715 

1.4438 

1706.5 

133.52 

3.8790 

1.9467 

1-9932 

7.7517 

176.78 

3.7543 

1.7553 

6.2975 

146.50 

7.8714 

1.4147 


0.5993 
1.7162 
12.147 
35.440 
1.5384 
6.5615 
1.1438 
5.2282 
5.761 1 
1.7179 
302.67 
7.8430 
1.4430 
1704a 
132.35 
4.0010 

1.9396 
1.992? 
7.7777 
176.37 
3.7603 
1.7564 
6.4690 
146 JO 
7.8556 
1.4055 


OTHER SPOT RATES 


Country Sterling 


Dollar Country 


Aittentftia 
Brazil 
China 
Czech Rep 
Esypt 
Qrurvj 
Hungary 
India 
Indonesia 
Kuwait 
Nigeria 


1.6765 
• 1.9749 
13.881 
51.930 
5.7108 
3935.6 
374.80 
71 243 
181900 
0.5H7 
,/.a 


1.0000 
1. 1780 
8.2799 
30.975 
3.4064 
2347.5 
223.56 
42-495 
10850.0 
0.3052 
89.000 


Oman 

Pakistan 

PhURpmes 
Poland 
Qatar 
Russia 
South Korea 
Taiwan 
Thailand 
TUrKey 
UAE 


0.6454 

89.777 

72.785 

6.1695 

6.1020 

21492.4 

2231.4 

56J52 

68.275 

463804 

6.1577 


D-Mark 

Spot 

0.3454 

0.9935 

7.0373 

20.637 

0.8903 

3.8095 

0.8219 

3.0429 

33531 

1.0000 

172.36 

4.4872 

03365 

988.45 

77.649 

23009 

53512 

1.1294 

03905 

4.4787 

102.47 

2.1719 

1.0162 

3.5960 

84304 

4.5628 

03219 

0.5790 


Dollar 

03850 

63.550 

43.415 

3.6800 

3.6398 

12819.8 

1331.00 

34.746 

40.725 

276650 

3.6730 


INTEREST RATES 


UK 

Germany 


US 


Japan 


Base 

7.50% Discount 

2.50% 

Prime 

8.50% 

Discount 

0.50% 

Frw« 

Lombard 

4.50% 

Discount 

5.00% Belgium 


Intervention 3 JOl Canada 


Fed Funds 

5.50% 

Discount 

2.75% 

Italy 

Prime 

7.50% 

Spain 


Central 

3.30% 

Dtscounr 

5.00% Discount 

6.00% 

10-cl Repo 

4.25% 

Switzerland 

Netherlands Denmark 


Sweden 


Discount 

1.00% 

SpAduance 

3.30% Discount 

3.75% 

Repo(Ave) 

4.10% 

Lombard 

3.63% 


| BOND YIELDS | 

Country 3mdi dig 

lyr 

dig 

2yr dig 

Syr dig 

10 yr 

dig 

Australia 4.97 

0.01 

5.15 

. 0.11 

5.34 0.11 

5.57 0.12 

5.72 

0.11 

Belgium 

3.42 

-OlOI- 

3.60 

-0.02 

3.SB -OJ)l 

3.94 -0.04 

4.50 

-0.03 

Canada 

5.55 


5.75 

0.05 

5.56 0.03 

5.53 0.01 

5.5! 

0.03 

ECU 

4.19 

0.01- 

3.89 -0.03 

3.78 0.00 

4.01 -0.05 

4.42 

-0.02 

France 

0.00 

0.00 

3.46 

-002 

3.62 -0.03 

332 -0.02 

437 

-0.02 

Germany 3.50 

0.00 

3.63 

0.00 

3.49 0.00 

3.91 -0.05 

425 

-0.04 

Italy 

4.76 

0.03 

4.18 

-0.07 

4.10 0.00 

425 -0.04 

4.70 

-0.02 

Japan 

0.33 

OJJO 

0.40 

0.00 

0.44 0.00 

OM 0.02 

138 

0.03 

Mends 

3.40 

■C.01 

3.63 

0.00. 

3.60 -0.03 

3.93 -0.04 

437 

-0.03 

Spain 

4.15 

0J» 

3.75 

0.00 

3.78 -0.02 

4.06-0.03 

4.64 

-0.05 

Sweden 

4^0 

0.00 

4.34 

0.05 

4.40 0.05 

465 0.04 

4.93 

0.04 

Sland 

1.66 

-0.03 

1.80 

-0.04 

1.71 0.01 

220-0,01 

a.tu 

0.02 

UK 

7.25 

0XK>- 

■ 7.38 

0.02 

6.23 -0.03 

5.71 -O.OS 

5.36 

-0.06 

US 

4.70 

- 

4.64 

-■ 

4.90 ... 

451 

5.03 

-0.04 

| MONEY MARKET RATES | 



Ouenlglu 

1 weefc 

1 month 

3 months 6 month* 

lyaar 



BU OOer 

ad oner 

Bkt Offer 

BH Offer ad Offo- Od Offer 

Treasury Ms 




7.35 725 

7.35 725 



LIBOR 









DomesdcDepos 

125 7.38 

738 7.50 

7.50 756 

7.47 753 7.41 7.47 7257.3! 

Eurouertne Deps 750 763 

756 7.63 

7.53 7.59 

7.50 7 56 7.44 7.50 7 257.31 

EUgfele Bank Bate 



725 7.25 

735 7.25 7.23 7.13 


Sterling CDs 




732 7.44 

7.50 7.42 7.44 7.36 7287.18 

EwtidttarCDs. 




5J0 

5.50 5.44 



ECU Deposits 




4.13425 

4.06 419 3.44 4.03 



www.bloomtMtrg.coni/Kik Saunm Bloomberg) 


LIFFE FINANCIAL FUTURES 


Esc Boor 


Contract 


Settlement 

Mgh 

Low 

volume 

Interest 

Long Sit 

Sep-98 

112.05 

112.36 

111.64 

3083.00 

1045a00 

5 Vr.Gflt 

Sep-98 

10520 

H . 



848.00 

German Bund 

Sep-98 

113.00 

113.38 

112.73 

8900.00 

24440.00 

Italian Band 

Sep-98 

12239 

123.12 

122.65 

46426.00 

48833.00 

Japan Gow Bd 

Sep-98 

13526 

135.31 

135.05 

1448.00 

0.00 

BMthSterUrig 

Sep-98 

92.45 

92.47 

92.44 

26149.00 

157912.00 


Dec-98 

92.78 

92.80 

92.75 

46665.00 

162670.00 

3 Mth Euromark 

Aug-98 

96.50 

96.51 

96.49 

54150.00 

484849.00 


Sep-98 

96.46 

„ 

_ 


14206.00 

3 Mth EuroSra 

Sep-98 

95.03 

95.06 

95.03 

1327B.00 

156750.00 


Dec-98 

96.17 

9620 

96.14 

14035.00 

161735.00 

3 Mth Euroyen 

Sep-98 

99.31 

99.31 

99.31 

300.00 

0.00 

3 Mth EmsMiss 

Sep-98 

98.37 

98.40 

98.30 

5049. 00 

64779.00 


P«-98 

98.26 

98-30 

98.20 

15824.00 

73574.00 

3 Mth Euro 

Aug-98 

95.85 

95.87 

95.85 

1138.00 

16522.00 


5ep-9fl 

95.85 




0.00 

FT5E100 

Sep-98 

5105.00 

5207.00 

5094.00 

34933.00 

183748.00 

J LIFFE FTSE 100 INDEX OPTION 1 

smnencPdoe 51 18.70 



Era 


Oct 




Dec 


Series 

Can Inn Mb) Put Imp Vol 

Call 

Put 

Call 

Put 

can 

Put 

5050 

177 40 

176 46 

304 

285 

399 

354 

478 

383 

5100 

149 39 

198 40 

275 

306 

370 

'375 

-1 

-1 

5150 

125 38 

222 43 

246 

327 

341 

396 

422 

426 

5200 

104 38 

252 44 

221 

353 

312 

419 

-1 

•1 


ENERGY at v.u'pm 


Brenr CnKMS/bcnreQGas oD( $/wm| wn CrudefS/barneQ Preducts($/tonne) 
IPEUWdwWsI m Odm dig 1U NYM Last* Cfeg SpocOFNWEur 

Oa 12.98 05027681 Sep 1 15506^10012 Oa 14J9 061 GhoIm95 14550 

NO* 13.21 0.4610585 Oa 118.50 6251 1975 Nov 14.49 0.58 Naphmi 113.00 

Dec 13.48 0.47 6906 Now 121.25 5-50 2931 Dee 14-73 057 Gasol 10650 

14-W 041 Fuel OH (3.594)58.00 


GOLDMAN SACH5 COMMODITY INDICES m unw. 


BASE DATE 

We* 1970-100 
Agricultural 1970-100 
Ban 1983=100 
Ind Meats 1977-100 
IJbesttek 1970-100 
Free Metals 1973-100 


LAST 

CHG 

%QtG 

31 OK 

%CHGYtD 

141.30 

147 

1.78 

215.26 

-34.36 

100.65 

-007 

■0.04 

231.23 

-21 87 

49.53 

1.79 

3.75 

85.86 

-42.31 

14243 

0.00 

0.00 

168.79 

-1530 

138.18 

-2.29 

-1.63 

191.03 

-27.67 

37896 

5-24 

1.40 

463.54 

-1835 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 


UWE (S/tonne) 

Cash 

dig 

3 month 

Chg 

IMEsutte Chgx 

Ahunmtum HG 

1409 

1410 

18.00 

1426 

1427 

17 

452050 

50 

Aluminium Alloy 

1195 

1205 

1500 

1220 

1225 

13 

75160 

1300 

CopperA 

1665 

1666 

30.00 

1677 

1678 

32 

335375 

11825 

Lead 

536 

537 

9.50 

545 

546 

8 

113500 

0 

NkMH 

4220 

4230 150.00 

4280 

4290 

145 

59304 

114 

Tin 

5495 

5505 

5500 

5345 

5355 

45 

8155 

-no 

Zinc 

1D36 

1037 

14.00 

1057 

1058 

12 

364775 

-1335 

PRECIOUS METALS f 

pm IWS per ^ 

'* . M . pm fW£ per o* 

Jay 5 Ytear's Day s 


Coins (S) 

Years 


CtTft 


Year's 




_chg_ 


Platinum 363.00-4.00-43.00 Ptadnim 215.70-4.30-39.35 Krugtands 282 25 >37 75 
Ponadwm 279.00-1.00 92.50 PMatSum 165.80 -2.05 48.65 Sws 67.96 
Sher 4.81-0.04 0.18 Slher 2.86-0.05 -0.05 NoUes 386 05 
Gold 279. 15-1. 00 -42 J5 Maple leaf 286 25 -42.34 


AGRICULTURAL at wopm 


Cocoa 

LUTE Dionne 

Sep987034.00 
Dec9810T1.00 
M0I991 097.00 
Vot 0 

White Sugar 
UFFE iltmne 
OciS8 22730 
Oec98 23SM 
MarS9 233-80 
1M: O 


CoTTee 
UFfE S/tonnc 
5ep98l 668.00 

Nov98l 644,00 
Jan991 585.00 
Wot O 

Freight 
UFFESUUkpt 
Aag98 

Sep9a 870.00 
Oct9B 946.00 
Vbt 0 


Barley 

UFFE Eftonne 
Sep98 68.25 
No«98 69.75 
Jan99 71.75 
Vol: 0 

Wheat 
UFFE Stem 
5epS8 70 AO 
Nov98 72.40 
Jan99 74.40 
VM: 0 


Poatoes 
UFFE£7lonne 
NOV98 82.00 
Mar99 118.50 
Apr99 164.00 
VOt 0 

Com* 

CBOrCoitx/bsM 
Sep98 194.00 
Dcc98 20&50 
Dee98 206JO 
Wh 0 


Lge Potatoes 
*» S'T'ikfcg 
ApriB 540J0 
May99 

Jun99 523.50 
W. 0 

Soya Stans' 
CBOT S'SkbsMs 
Mar99 27.70 
AilgSB 27,50 
Sep 58 5.00 
Uob 0 


OTHER SPOTS at s.sopm 


Get L*» Cattle |CME]S/40kb 57.70 Dec White Matee (SAF) MOOmt 675 00 

Feb ForkBefaa (CM^ 5,404 to 45.35 Sep Rutter (TOR) Sh hg 97 00 

Nou Orange Juke (CTN) S/15kfc 117.90 Dec Conor (CTN) VSOfe ■> 7466 

Sep MUk (C5Q V504U „ Sep Crude Palm [KLqS£Stn 2395.00 

[>e< Data {CBT]SJ5kbfih 11025 Dee Soya 08 (CBTJ 5/608 to 24.33 

Nov Fta (WCEISWOtn 307.50 Sep WMknVkn [TCJit) S.'SOOkg 1255 00 
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Anderton willing and able 
to repay Hoddle’s faith 


England’s midfielder is ready to enjoy the challenge of a full 
and injury-free season for club and country. By Adam Szreter 


AFTER ALL Darren Anderton has 
been through it may seem a little 
cruel, but it still comes as a surprise 
to find him playing for Spurs and in 
the En gland squad, not out injured 
after bis exertions in the World 
Cup. So far, since his third hernia 
operation in February, it is looking 
good for all concerned and earlier 
this week at Burnham the 26-year- 
old midfield player was enjoying a 
welcome change from explaining 
his latest injury or defending 
Glenn Hoddle’s decision to pick him 
at all. 

“Itisa little strange seeing every- 
one from the World Cup again,” he 
said. ‘That all finished so suddenly, 
but now we're back here it just 
seems like yesterday Not a lot's been 
said about it it's more just looting 
forward to Saturday’s game against 
Sweden." 

For Anderton and club-mate Sol 
Campbell linking up with England 
is probably just the escape they were 
looking for given all the hiss over Tot- 
tenham's poor start to the season, 
notwi thstanding last Saturday’s win 
at Everton. “It's nice to be here with 


everyone being so positive towards 
the game and looking forward to it,” 
Anderton admitted. “Before last 
week's game against Everton there 
were a lot of people saying that 
things weren’t going well within the 
club. But one win changes all that 
really. 

“Whenever we have a couple of 
bad results it’s blown up because we 
haven't been successful over the past 
four or five years and after Last sea- 
son, to come back and lose the first 
two was not what people were look- 
ing for. It wasn't even so much the 
scoreline as the way we played. It 
was shocking really. But we changed 
a couple of things on Saturday, we 
had four in midfield, we knew we had 
to battle for a win and that’s what we 

did." 

It was pointed out that even he 
looked as though he was getting 
stuck in at times, not a side of his 
game Anderton is generally noted 


for “I’ve always tried, I'm just not 
particularly good at it," he said. 

As far as criticism of the team and 
its manager, Christian Gross, is 
concerned, Anderton said: “It seems 
at the moment that all the players 

are behind him, but of course results 
are what count When you start 
losing games everyone wants to 
blame each other. 

“The fans went crazy at the first 
home game of the season. We could 
sense we needed a good perfor- 
mance, but as soon as the first goal 
went in they turned on us. We know 
their frustration but in the position 
we're in now it doesn’t help. They 
need to get behind us, especially at 
home.” 

Andertotfs own relationship with 
the Tottenham fans has been 
stretched to the limit by the injury 
problems that have restricted his 
appearances at dub level over the 
past three years, despite playing in 


both Euro 96 and the Wbrld Cup- T 
don't think I’ve got anything to 
prove to the fans,” he said. T just 
want to do well for myself and right 
now is the best Fve felt for three or 
four years. 

T think I owe Tottenham a bit, 
but at the end of the day I was under 
their care and maybe if things had 
been done differently at times I 
wouldn't have been out injured for 
so long. 

“But that’s all in the past now and 
yes, I want to do it for Tottenham but 
I want to do it for myself as weH I 
showed my loyally to Spurs by turn- 
ing down a move to Manchester 
United at a time when things were 
going very well for me.” 

Looking back on the Wbrld Cup, 
the doubts about his fitness and the 
criticism over his selection ahead of 
David Beckham at the start of the 
tournament, Anderton said: “It 
would have been nice if people had 


said it’s good tosee Mm back playing 
again after the injuries he's had. I 
guess it was a bit of a gamble but 
Glenn [Hoddlel showed faith in me 
nnri the medical staff said there 
wouldbe no problem with my injury 
as long as I continued to do the 

exercises. From then on it was just 

a matter of getting my match-fitness. 

and Fve always been naturally fit in 

that way. 

“1 had a few doubts after the first 
game against Tunisia when we won 
2-0. 1 thought I did okay but I got 
slaughtered in the press and after 
that I thought, ‘Well, I'm just going 
to go out and eqjoy if. Scoring 
against Colombia after an I'd been 
through, \rith the injuries and the 
stick, made it very satisfying. 

T wasn't too surprised it went well 

though because I was playing with 
great players. In that wide position 
you’re relying a lot on your team- 
mates to give you the ball, but with 
England you’re always going to get 
involved.” 

With Be ckham and David Batty 
missing from tomorrow's England 
line-up, Anderton might find himself 



as involved as he was against 
Argentina when he took over Beck- 
ham’s central midfield role follow- 
ing the sending-off. “I enjoyed that,” 
he said. Tt was a huge challenge, 
backs against the wall but everyone 
just worked very very hard. 1 was 
absahitefy shattered when 1 came off 
- it wasn't just the physical side, it 
was the mental side as well." 

As for the future, Anderton 


speaks optimistically without taking 
anything for granted. “I hope my 
peak years are still ahead of me,” 
he said. “I've lost three years, apart 
from playing in the European 
Championship and the World Cup. 

“I'm lucky with all the injuries I've 
had to have played in those tourna- 
ments, but now I just want to get a 
good foil season under my belt and 
take things from there." 
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Rising 
sons of 
Tartan 
Army 

Three of Scotland’s bright young 
talents are preparing to don the 
national shirts also worn by their 
famous fathers. By Alan Nixon 


IT WOULD be no surprise if the 
anthem struck up in the Vingis 
Stadium today for Scotland's 
Under-2l international with 
Lithuania was that dodgy ‘70s 
refrain. “Son of ray Father”. Be- 
cause the old Chicory Tip num- 
ber certainly applies to the 
latest crop of recruits for the 
Tartan Army's feeder team as 
much as “Scotland the Brave”. 

By a quirk of genes and for- 
tune, Paul Dalglish, Gavin Stra- 
chan and Jamie Buchan will 
follow the footsteps of their 
famous dads at the same time 
on the international stage. A 
generation game with a differ- 
ence. 

The emergence of Dalglish 
junior as the latest cub to sport 
the lion rampant on his chest 
has had supporters and ex- 
perts alike turning misty-eyed 
with memories of the halcyon 
days of their fathers. 

It is a comparison that 
Dalglish in particular has had 
to suffer, but like young S tra- 
ck an and Buchan he has 
inherited more than just the 
family name. The skills of the 
Newcastle United striker, like 
the Coventry midfielder Stra- 
chan and Aberdeen's Buchan, 
have come through. 

Dalglish has been protected 
fry his father Kenny, from the 
glare of publicity, but his belief 
that his son would come good 
has been proved correct at a 
time when dad's own fortunes 
are at a low. 

Kenny gave Paul his first out- 
ing in football when he was 16, 
Dalglish junior coming on as a 
substitute in Blackburn Rovers 
reserves’ final game of the 
season at Wigan. Although the 
thin youngster trained with the 
team, mixing with senior play- 
ers such as Alan Shearer. 
Dalglish felt it better that his 
son continued his football edu- 
cation away from possible 
accusations of nepotism. 

Paul joined Newcastle Uni- 
ted courtesy of Dalglish's 
friendship with Terry Mc- 
Dermott, and was even put up 
in a hotel under his mother’s 
maiden name in an attempt to 


stop the news leaking out. 
Dalglish then used ''is con- 
nections at Celtic to persuade 
them to give his son a chance. 
It was a regular occurrence for 
father to travel hundreds of 
miles to see his lad in action. 

Some doubted Dalglish's 
ability to live up to his father’s 
name, but shrewd judges felt it 
was only a matter of time before 
he came good. He has superior 
pace, but does not have the 
chunky backside that his father 
used to turn bemused markers. 
Like his father he sees open- 
ings and has the touch and 
vision to link with team-mates. 

Dalglish showed some 
promise in the reserves before 
being released. Again his father 
made the key call and his boy 
went to Liverpool, where he 
grew in strength and found the 
physique to go with his football 
brain. 

A chip off the old block in 
looks too, Dalglish Junior then 
joined Newcastle last season, 
but was immediately loaned bo 
Bury, where be made a handful 
of first-team appearances. He 
mixed easily with their 
journeymen and his pleasing 
personality made him popular 
Now he has developed enough 
to sit on the Newcastle bench - 
bizarrely, for the game after 
Kenny's departure. 

His son's first international 
call-up to the Scotland Under- 
21 team cheered Dalglish - 
capped 102 times by Scotland - 
greatly on the day of his abrupt 
departure from St James' Park 

While Dalglish Junior has 
the burden of being instantfy 
likened to one so famous, Gavin 
Strachan has the advantage of 
beingfedalfy and physically dis- 
similar to his dad. Gordon. Even 
in their daily proximity at Coven- 
try, it would surprise an outsider 
to know they are related. 

Strachan Junior shares the 
competitive edge of his father, 
but is taller and leaner He has 
already strode the Premier 
League stage and Gary Mc- 
Allister, the Scotland and 
Coventry midfielder, is im- 
pressed: “Gavin has looked at 



Three legends of Scotland’s international past (from left): Kenny Dalglish, Gordon Strachan and Martin Buchan Varley-Wilkmson/A Usport/ M irror 



And the new guard (from left): Newcastle United’s Paul Dalglish, Coventry City’s Gavin Strachan and Jamie Buchan, of Aberdeen EmpicsfEmpics/Evening Express 


ease from a young age,” he said. 
“It’s obvious that he has been 
taken to games fry his dad and 
watched carefully. He has a 
knowledge way beyond his 
years. 

“The boss's other son, Craig, 
is also with us now, and they are 
both men in their own right 


They certainly don't abuse the 
feet that their dad is manager. 
It goes without saying that they 
get no special favours, in feet 
possibly the opposite.” 

Jamie Buchan is the most es- 
tablished of the new generation. 
Like his father; Martin, who 
was captain of Aberdeen, Man- 


chester United and Scotland, he 
has been able to handle the top 
level at a tender age. 

Young Buchan has been at 
Aberdeen since he left school, 
a first-team squad man soon 

after and now an Under-2l reg- 
ular These days his father is a 
football promotions managarfbr 


Puma, based in England and 
travelling around the world. 
Buchan Senior considers his 
son has attributes he lacked and 
said: iJamie can do things with 
a ball that I never could. He is 
also more laid back than me. I 
was veiy intense as a youngster; 
maybe too serious about fife as 


well as football In that way 
Jamie is unlike me, as he is a 
freer spirit and expresses him- 
self on the pitch." 

It is 19 years since Buchan 
won the last of his 34 caps for 
Scotland - he went to the 1978 
World Cup with Dalglish, dur- 
ing an era when the bloodline 


was obviously at its strongest 
among Scottish footballers. 
Archie Gemmili’s son, Scot, is 
a full international; Bruce 
Rioch’s son, Gregor, is now 
with Hull City, while Lou 
Macari’s lads, Paul and Mike, 
and Frank Gray’s son, Andy, 
have also made the grade at 
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Blackburn ready to sell Sherwood 


By Alan nixon 


BLAC K BURN ROVERS are 


* - — " * WMMI II | . 4.1U1 

Sherwood to Tbtteabamfor£5m. 
Row** have rejected Tbtten- 
ham' s op ening two oflecs, but are 
expecting an improved pack- 
age.tod«y for their midfielder 

Sherwood is prepared to talk 

to Spurs if the fee is agreed and 


it seems certain that he would 
go to London, where he hag a 
house. Blackburn will not stand- 
in his way should the offer 
match their valuation even 
though they were counting on 
his services in Europe. 

Scottish international 
BflfyMcKmlay is available to fit 
into that role, although he has 
an Achilles tendon injury at the 
moment to complicate the tim- 
ing of the deal The sides will 


meet nest week at White Bart 
Lane and a transfer may be tied 
up before the game. 

Sherwood’s pending depar- 
ture is the latest bad news for 
Blackburn. CofinHendiy leftfor 
Rangers before his testimonial 
yeaz; Kevin GaHacher and Mar- 
tin Dalifin are unsettled, and the 
futures of StCphane Bench 02 
and goalteeperThn Flowers are 
mdoubLTb make abad situation 
worse, Rovers 1 promising 


teenage wmgeq Jim Corbett, is 
unlikely to (day again ™hi the 
New Year after breaking his leg 
during a reserve team pnw 
against Nottingham Barest this 
week. 

Manchester City’s new sign- 
in&DamyAnsopp, is willing to 
rejecthishomecountrycrfAus- 
t rtflfaanri fayfopliy farliViglan ri 

AOsoppj 19, has been a big im- 
pact at Maine Road since arriv- 
ing from Port Meboune Sharis 


and now he has his sights on 

gn gfejh mtamatinnal hnnrnrre 

and will not play for Australia. 

The Portsmouth ma nager . 
Alan Ball, is hoping to complete 
the signing ofWalsalTs French 
midfielder; Jeff Peron, for 
£150,000 within the nest few 
days. Ball has agreed a fee and 
the Frenchman will sign a two- 
year contract at the First Divi- 
sion dub sufcgect to his passing 
a medical. 


Tfceformer Scotland winger; 
Pat Nevin, yesterday took 15) a 
new executive role at Mother- 
wefl. Nevin, a long-time friend 
of new Motherwell owoei; John 
Boyfe was expected tobecome 
the first player to also hold a 
seat in tiie boardroom. 

Crystal Palace have received 
work permits for their two Chi- 
nese internationals, Fan Zhiyi 
and Sun JihaL Both should be 
available for selection for 


Palace’s next match against 
Crewe on Tuesday. 

Peter Shreeves yesterday 
revealed he is looking foranew 
challenge in London alter leav- 
ing Sheffield Wednesday 

Shreeves, who was the first- 
team coach at Hillsborough, 
parted company with tie York- 
shire dub on Wednesday. The 
Owls are expected to announce 
shortly that he win be replaced 
by Birmingham’s Prank Barlow. 


Shreeves said: “I have had 
two super years at Sheffield 
Wednesday and I really tookto 
the Yorkshire people. I think I 
did well for the dub and the dub 
did well for me. That door is 
closed now and I am back in 
London, looking for the next 
challenge.” 

The former Tottenham man- 
ager added that he did npt 
have a job lined up at this 
stage. 


Dodds dashes 
to make plane 


By Phil shaw 
in Vilnius 


1 AT LEAST no one can accuse 
w Billy Dodds of not being quick 
enough for international football 
The Aberdeen striker mmfa a 
lOOmph dash from the granite 
city to Glasgow airport yesterday 
arriving in time to join the Scot- 
land squad’s trip to the Lithuan- 
ian capital for tomorrow’s 
opening qualifier for Euro 2000. 

Dodds, whose Scotland ca- 
reer amounts to four caps and 
three seconds, was already two 
hours into training with his 
dub when he was summoned 
by Craig Brown to replace the 
injured Scot G ermain A two- 
hour delay before take-off 
meant he need not have 
rushed, but then the 29-yearoid ; 
frwn Ayrshire is accustomed to 
false starts where the Scots arid 
the Baltic republics are con- 
cerned. 

His last touch in his coun- 
"* try’s colours was to kickoff the 
infamous “game that never 
was” in Estonia, two years ago 
next month. Thatmatch was in- 
stantly abandoned due to the 
small matter of the hosts fail- 
ing to turn up. and Dodds drove 
Smith yesterday knowing that 
he might not even be asked to 
get changed on this occasion. 


Whether he is actively in - 
volved or not is likely to hing* . 
on the fitness -of Ally McCdst 
The talismanic attacker, 30 this 
month, warned Brown after 
training nn Wedn es d a y that he 
fat a slight recurrence of the 
calf condition which has trou- 
bled him since his heyday with - 
Rangers. By the meaning he be- 
lieved he could play, only for 
Brown to stress that the play- 
er’s wishes were not the sole 
consideration. 

“We’ve got to look closely at 
McCcrist in training,” the Scot- 
land manager said. “He's «hh 
a doubt It would be totally un- 
fair to Kilmarnock if we played 
him when he wasn't 100 per 
cent fit and the problem was ag- 
gravated. They’ve ma de a big 
investment in him.” - . 

The way Scotland ask their 
frontrunners to operate -asthe 
first line of defence, harrying 
opponents to stop them from 
building from the back - may 
count against MeCoist “If he 
plays, he’s got to do the shift” 
Brown said. 

hi theory Gemmifl’s indis- 
position with a thigh strain 
should have been the cue for 
Brown to call up another mid- 
fielder Despite the Notting- 
ham Jbrest player joining a list 
of absentees which already in- 


cluded Gary McAllister; Craig 
Burley David Hopkin and Billy 
McKmlay he considered that 
the more pressingneed was for 
-a striker. 

Gemmill, who (fid not kicka 
hall in earnest in ettherEuro 96 
or France 98, might well have 
occupied the anchor role in a 
central trio alongside John 
Coffins and Paul Lambert Now 
the position is earmarked for 
Colin Calderwood. 

Brown previously hinted 
that Barry Fterguson, the 20- 
year-old play making prodigy 
from Hangers, would win his 
first esq). If he does, it will prob- 
ably be as a substitute. The 
manager expressed the view 
that “a tough away fixture like 
this is one for experienced 
players, guys whoVe been over 
the course.” 

Lest anyone was tempted to 
suggest that he was guilty of 
talking op modest opposition. 
Brown revealed that he had 
shown his players a film of 
Lithuania sharing a goalless 
draw with the Republic of Ire- 
land in Dublin during the last 
World Cup qualifying series. 
“After 20 minutes, tike Irish 
hadn’t been up the park once, 
whereas they had two 
chances,” he said. ‘ftt was a 
warning to us.” 



of rift with Speed 


BY GUY HODGSON 

GARY SPEED will captain 
Whies infheir European Cham- 
pionship qualifier at Airfield 
tomorrow night, disp ellin g re- 
ports that an unbridgeable rift 
had opened between him and 
Bobby Gould. 

The Welsh manager con- 
firmed that “words were ex- 
pressed” after Wales lost 4r-0 to 

Tunisia immediately before the 
World Cup finals but could not 
have been more emphatic in 
denying it had harmed their re- 
lationship. “Gaiy is a forthright 
young man with opinions,” 

Gould said, “Which at times he 
feels be wants to put forward for 
the benefit of the team. I re- 
member a dark haired centre- 

forward wbo was just the same. 

I voiced my opinions, too. 

“You knock things back- 
wards and forwards, of course 
you do. If you’ve got opinions 
you should voice them as long 
as you do it at the right t imes 

and through the right channels. 
Words were expressed but it’s 


a dead subject as far as land 
the Welsh FA are concerned.” 

ff Speed had an axe to grind 
yesterday it was over a venue 
made necessary because the 
National Stadium, in Cardiff is 
being rebuilt. He would have 
preferred a Welsh ground such 
as Cohsyn Bay or Merthyr Tyd- 
fflbut economics ruled that out 
“1 fhmk it twaimff our -task, 
more difficult,” he said. “Most 
of our players have played there 
before but I think it will suit the 
Italians more than us and they 
will get better support from 
Italian nationals based in tins 

country. They are a very strong 
team but we’ve got bathing 
qualities and if we get in among 
than we could cause an upset” 
Mick McCarthy, die Repub- 
lic of Ireland managei; warned 
yesterday a weakened Croatia ■ 
will still set Ins team a major test 
of their qualification ambitions 
at Lansdowne Road tomorrow. 

Croatia, who finished third in 
France, their first World Cup 
rampaign, flew into Dublin 
minns five big names. Davor 


Sukei; foe top-scorer at JFVonce 
’98, Robert Prosinecki, Slaven 
Bilic of Everton and Goram 
Vlaovic are missing, along with 
the Lazio striker A’en Boksic, 
whose knee injury winch pre- 
vented him going to the finals, 
is stSl a problem. 

However McCarthy insisted: 
“Croatia still have a lot of other 
gradient players -Boban,Jami 
and Stanic to name just three.” 
McCarthy is missing only the 
striker Niall Quinn and the sus- 
pended David Camjcdfyfrwn his 
squad and could recall Tbny 
Cascarino. That would mean an 
“old and new” pairing up front 
with Cascarino, who was 36 
earlier this week, partneringtbe 
18-year-old Wolves forward 
Robbie Keane 

Keith Gillespie is ready to 
make his comeback and prove 
to the Newcastle manager, 
Ruud Gullit, that he deserves a 
new contract Gillespie is set to 
play for Northern Ireland 
against Turkey in tomorrow’s 
qualifier in Istanbul after five 
months out with ankle trouble. 


Diamond geezers of 
Rushden on the rise 


NON-LEAGUE 

notebook 


the BOOKMAKERS decided 
^ that Rushden & Diamonds 
> il. noncAvt faummtes 


I* 

K 


to ckdm the Bbotball Confer- 
ence title - and the Northamp- 
tonshire dub are doing their 
best to prove them right 
The Nene Park outfit have 

won all sis of thdr opening fix- 
tures, scoring 20 goals m th e 

process, and th^r have arn^ 
mutated a four-point lead at me 

top of the table. It is the best 
start to a Conference cam- 
paign by any dub this decad®- 
Despite starting onfyfour of 
the six games togetber^Dia- 
monds’ new front-fine partner- 
ship of Adrian Fbster (seven 
goals) and Darren Coffins (and 
have already found the net « 
£ times between them.'nieffde- 
v tensive team-mates havebeen 
equally effective, conceding 
just two goals so fop 

Brian Talbot, the former 


Ipswich, Arsenal and England 
midfield stalwart who is now 
Rushden’s head coach, said- 
yesterday: “It’s a fantastic- 
start We couldn’t have done 
any better- but there’s a long 

way to go and we have to keep 

working hard. We won’t win 
every game.” 

Diamonds are reaping the 
benefit of a full-time profes- 
sional playing staff; a rarity 
below the Nationwide League. 
The Conference squad of 27 

senior players is backed up by 
the 16 apprentices that are tiie 
pick of the club’s youth pro- 
gramme, making a total staff 
of 43 training at Nene Park 
everyday. 

The funding for this ambi- 
tious set-up comes from the 
club’s chairman Max Griggs, 
whose business interests in- 

dude the Dr Martens footwear 

company “It’s Mr Griggs’ dub,” 
7ft foot, who is thriving after un- 


at West Bromwich and 


Aldershot, said. “He’s made it, 
he’s bufit it, he funds it” 
Griggs has given Rushden 
what is probably the best sta- 
dium outside the League and is 
now trying to make sure that 
Talbot’s playing staff is of com- 
parable quality. The emphasis 
is on experience, with last sea- 
son’s regulars like Chris Whyte, 
the former Arsenal and Leeds 
centre-halt and Colin West, 
once -of Sunderland and Ran- 
gers, beingjoined this summer 
% new recruits like Paul Wil- 
son, the ex-Cambridge United 
and -Northampton left-back, 
the former Crewe goalkeeper 
Mark Gayie and the ex-Bristol 
Rovers winger Lee Arches: 

■ The former Queen’s Park 
Rangers and England forward 
Rodney Marsh is lined up to be- 
come the nmnagfagdirectorof 
the Dr Marteis League dub, 
Ashford Town. Marsh appar- 
ently wants to mate the Kent 
side “the Macclesfield Ttown of 
the south”. 



A new breed of 
Chargers. “If I 


Time tip for old guard as 
gridiron enters new era 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 


bynickhalling 


EARLIER THIS year the Na- 
tional Football League con- 
cluded whatte thought to be the 
biggest televirion deal in . the 
history of sport, an eight-year 
contract worth slightly over 
$l6hn (£9i)bn). The gridiron 

^mamiy hiimifa i pt^ lAtnB nn 

the international front, as evi- 
denced by the closure in June 
of the England Monarchs, bat 
at home, American football 
remains a national obsession. 


ness on Sunday night, and just 
as the massive influx of televi- 
rion monqy is certain to have 
far-reaching consequences off 

the field , an wtrilingly differen t 
era is dawning on it An elite 
group of quarterbacks, who 
have ■ dominated affairs for 
more than a decade, are slowly 
bid surely in decline; on the 
sidelines a fresh young, brash 
group of passers stand ready to 
consign them to history. 

The quartetockis the single 
most important player on a 
team’s dp-man roster With 30 
franchises in the league, talent 
is spread thinly the few passers 
of proven quality are protected 
jeatousfy by their teams, while 
the rest hope the annual colle- 
giate draft throws up a few 
gems. This year; the draft 
delivered two genuine pros- 
pects: Peyton Maiming, from 


the University of Tennessee, 
was selected by the Indianapolis 
Colts, while Ryan Leaf gave up 
his studies at Washington State 
earfy for the chance to join the 
San Diego Chargers. 

They ere considered the 
brightest young stars since Dan 
Marino and John Elway ar- 
rived in 1983. Marino and Elway 
have eqjoyed illustrious careers 
and are stiD playing, Elway 
having led the Denver Broncos 
to victory in the Super Bowl last 
year; while Marino, with Miami 
D olphins, n*marng Hip nnly pan- 
son in league history topass for 
more Qian 50,000 yards. Both 
are multi-millionaires, but even 
their jaws will have dropped at 
the amount of cash thrown at 
them young rivals. 

As the firstbenefidaries of the 
new TV money, Manning signed 
a six-year deal worth $4&5m 
(£30m), while Leaf had to settle 
tor just $3L25m (£195m) over 
five years. “Pfecple are asking me 
what 1 plan to do with the 


money” Manning said. “The 
truth is, I plan to earn it Ifl draft 
do the job, which is to win, the 
money means nothing” 

The two youngsters, both 
daunting physical specimens at 
6ft 5m and over 16st, are blessed 
with the confidence of youth. 
Leaf is already talking in terms 
erf winning a Super Bowl in two 
or three years, while Manning 


mfrpd m rip raries 

of mediocrity. Most rookie quar- 
terbacks are gently eased into 

the front line over a two or 
three-year period, but Leaf will 
be at the beta when the Charg- 
ers begin their season against 
Buffalo, while Mam-HTighaft the 
chance to observe Marino when 
the Colts entertain the Dolphins. 

“There’s no question that 
Ryan is ready” Leafs college 
coach, Mite Price, said. “Not 
only is he strong and fast, but he 
haa the r ig ht mental attitude.” 

Jim Mora, the Colts’ coach, 
speaks similarly of Manning 


“Peyton wifi be a great player 
in this league,” he said. “He wifi 
progress faster than most 
roolrie quarterbacks because he 
has such special talents.” 

Sobering stuff for the old 
guard, aware that in the ruthless 
business of American sports, 
past achievements count for 
nothing Marino, who will be 37 
in less than a fo rtnight , has al- 
rearfy teamed that owning every 
passing record worth having 
has not stopped malicious 
tongues wagging. Last season, 
theunthinkabfe happened when 
it was suggested in many media 
quarters that the Dolphins 
might be better served by a 
change of quarterback. If (hey 
straggle this season, their prag- 
matic head coach, Jimmy John- 
son, might yield to temptation. 

Flushed with Super Bowl 
elation, Elway considered re- 
tirement before deciding to 
give it one more yean Consid- 
ered the most technically- 
accomplished quarterback 


SUPER BOWL XXXIII: THE ONES TO WATCH 


THE FAVOURITES 
KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 

Under head coach Marty SdiocEen- 
hamec the Chiefs have become play- 
off regulars buc. up to now. have 
fallen to unexpected 
Howevec die addition of de- 
fenste ends Chester MaGkxtecn and 
Leslie O'Neal should make a team 
which finished 1 3-3 last season even 
mote powerful Despite njnnirwl back 
Marcus Aten's redtonenc, the Chiefs 
may never have a better chance. 


THE DARK HORSES 
TAMPA BAY 
BUCCANEERS 

Derided as a joke for most of the 
last 15 years, the Sues have become 
contenders under the leadership of 
Tony Dungy In Warrick Dunn and 
MteAtscotL they have die best run- 
ning game in die league. The only 
question mark Is over their quar- 
terback. Trent Dflfer. who remains 
Gmiced, despite Dungy’s best efforts 
to build an offense he can operate. 


FOR THE FUTURE 
ARIZONA CARDINALS 

The Cardinals have not appeared In 
a championship game for 50 years, 
and have made just one play-off 
appearance since 1975. An Im- 
pressive draft should assist their 
young quarterback. Jake Plummer, 
aid the defense has high-class 
performers In Eric Swann and 
Aeneas Williams. Expect a big im- 
provement, with a serious challenge 
fn years to come. 


ever, the Denver passer’s tal- 
ents are clearly eroding. The 
daring mazy runs that were 
once his trademark are rarely 
seen these days, while an arm 
which once propelled the foot- 
ball with finger-burning veloc- 
ity has lost some of its snap. 

Then there is Seattle’s 
venerable Warren Moon, 42 in 
October; desperately trying to 
hold off the challenge of the 
young Jem Etna, who showed 
huge potential playing for the 
Barcelona Dragons in the 
Wbrid League in 1997. When the 
NFLseasonendsinJamiary.it 
is possible that all three will 
have taken their final snap. 

Bizarrely, the Atlanta Fal- 
cons have brought Steve De- 
Berg out of retirement to bade 
up Chris Chandler; their fre- 
quently injured passer The 44- 
year-old DeBerg hasn't played 
since 1993, and has spent the 
last four seasons coaching. “I 
see it as a great opportunity;'’ 
he said. “I plan on enjoying it" 

Unfortunately for yester- 
day’s men, age rarefy finds ac- 
commodation on the gridiron. 
An exciting future beckons, 
and for Ryan Leaf and Peyton . 

Manning, the young guns of the 

NFL, that future is now. 


McGwire barrage edges towards record 


BASEBALL 


mask McGwire slugged his 

way to the brink of immortality 
on Wednesday night, striking 
two home runs to move within 
two of Roger Maris’ 37-yeaivoId 
Major League record 
The St Louis Cardinals’ first 
baseman bit a pair for the sec- 
ond consecutive night during a 


14-4 rout of the Florida Marinis 
in Miami. The barrage kept 
“Big Mac” on course to beat the 
record of 61 set by Maris of the 
1961 New %rk Yankees, who 
outshigged his team-mate 
Mickey Mantle when both 
chased Babe Ruth’s mark of 60 
set in 1927. 

“It will probably sink in on 
the flight home,” McGwire 


said. * I was more Surprised 
when the first one went out It 
was three feet off the ground 
and that is why I put my fist in 
the air - 1 was amazed that I 
golfed it” 

McGwire’s two blasts came 
after Sammy Sosa, flip, Chicago 
Cubs outfielder; hit his 56th 
homer of the season in a 4-2 win 

a gains t C incinnati Pork 


Hamer No 58 for McGwire 
came on a 2-1 pitch from the 
Florida reliever, Brian Ed- 
mondson. The ball flew 497ft 
into the left-field upper deck of 
the Joe Robbie Stadium - the 
third-longest hit in the ball- 
park’s ax-year history In the 
eighth, he made it 59 when he 
dubbed the first pitch from 
Rob Stanifer 458ft to left-centre. 


The previous day, McGwire 
hit two homers against Florida 
to break the National League 
record of 56 set in 1930 fay 
Hack Wilson, of the Chicago 
Cubs. 

The Cardinals have 23 
games remaining in the regu- 
lar season and McGwire is on 
pace tohit areeordbreaking68 
homers. 
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Littmoden’s 

Gift horse 


By Richard Edmondson 

THE end-of-summer Group 
sprint they run near Newton-Ie- 
Willows has been called more 
names than the Congo. Hie 
Vernons, the Haydock Park; 
Spruit Cup and now the Stan- 
ley Leisure Sprint Cup has 
also pulled some lofty names 
into die winners’ enclosure to 
collect the trophy for the six-fur- 
long event. 

We're talking Herns, Stoutes 
and Dunlops here, we're talk- 
ing horses such as Habib ti. 
Green Desert and Dayjun What 

we are not talking is Littmod- 
ens and Cretan Gift although 
it is not entirely impossible 
that Nick littmoden, who is 
positively virginal for a trainer 
at 35, should be successful to- 
morrow in Lancashire with the 
slightly more grizzled Cretan 
Gift a seven-year-old chest- 
nutgelding with 78 starts in his 
manif est It would certainly 
make a change. 

Littmoden may not yet be a 
big name, but he is no fool of the 
same size either He has done 
his time with several trainers 
after embarking with the re- 
cently departed and perma- 
nently colourful Mick Masson 
at Lewes. Uttmoden's first li- 
cence of his own was used at 
Southwell, though he now 
trains out of the racecourse sta- 
bles at Wolverhampton’s Dun- 
stall Park. 

Now, though, may not last 
very much longer. Such has 
been Littmoden’s progression 
(he is up to 29 winners for this 
season) that it is believed he will 


soon be on the lookout for 
roomier premises for the 40 
plus horses in his care. 

One of the more celebrated 
of these is the enigmatic Ter- 
tium, who is probably not an an- 
imal to trust with your last 
lOp. Such is the old boy's in- 
consistency that the bard of the 
former Sporting Life, Mark 
Winstanley, was once moved to 
tell the nation he “would cot 
i m with counterfeit E’sa 
bigger dog than Digfiy". Win- 
stanley was probably 

not surprised when Ttertium 
threw this assessment in bis 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Faraway lass 
(Haydock 3.00) 

NB: Rainbow Rain 
(Epsom 4.50) 


face and won his next outing. 
StOl, it was the thought that 
counted and Tertium is now 
know as Digby around his yard. 

Cretan Gift, however; is the 
horse which counts now. He 
won the Group Three Phoenix 
Sprint Stakes in Ireland last 
year to provide Littmoden with 
his first Pattern-race success. 
At Royal Ascot this season he 
was fourth to Tbmbam the Ckirk 
& Orrery Stakes, a race in 
which be did not get the best of 
runs. 

“He should have won that,** 
littmoden said yesterday. “We 
were the unlucky horse in the 
race. Keren Fallon said he 
would have won if he’d been 
able to get himself out of the 
pocket he was in. 


“When Elnadim won the 
Ju]y Cup we thought he would 
go on to show himself 3 Cham- 
pion but he hasn’t done that Its 
a very open year for sprinters 
and no horse has really stuck 

out We’re not a social runner 
on Saturday and he’ll run a big 
race.” 

One animat that was never 
placed to challenge yesterday 
was High-Rise, the Derby win- 
ner Luca CumanPs colt was 
given permission to sleep over 
at his friend’s place for the 
first time on Wednesday 
evening in the York racecourse 
stables. That was as energetic 
as it got 

High-Rise was brought curt of 
his bmc only before the 430 race 
on the Knavesnrire and walked 
round the pre-parade ring. The 
objective to get him used to an 
overnight stay away from his 
Newmarket digs seemed to 
have worked as the colt ap- 
peared gleaming and relaxed. 
“We just thought an outing 
away from home would do him 
good and Yorkshire is not a bad 
place to come to,”Cumani said 
“He’s never before stayed away 
overnight In all his previous 
races he’s gone there on the 
day, but When he goes to Paris 
for the Arc hell be staying 
there overnight we drought 
this would be good experience 
for him.’’ 

Longchamp at the begin- 
ning of next month will be 
BQgh-Rise’8 first run since he 
surrendered his unbeaten 
record to Swain in the Kmg 
George VI & Queen Elizabeth 
Stakes at Ascot The evidence 



seems to be that he has bene- 
fited from the break. “He’s cer- 
tainly done well since Ascot and 
I just hope I’ve done the right 
thing in giving him tune,™ 
Cumani said “He's getting big- 
ger and stronger all the time. 


“There’s certainly plenty to 
look forward to with him and it’s 
great news that the owner 
[Sheikh Mohammed Obaid A1 
Mahtoum] has decided to keep 
him in tr aining next season.” 

Britain’s *»h*npngp for this 


weekend’s big event at Long- 
champ, the Prix du Moulin, 
was reduced to two yesterday 
fay the withdrawal of the Core- 
nation Stakes winner Exclusive. 

The David Loder-trained 
Desert Prince (to be ridden by 


Olivier Peslier) and Kamil 
Mahdi’s Almushtarak (Ray 
Cochrane) remain among nine 
acceptors for Sunday’s Group 
One one-mile race. 

The Japanese fiHy Seeking 
The Peari (Ylitaka Thke), who 


won last month’s Prix Maurice 
de Gheest at Deauville, was also 
declared along with the Aidan 
O’Brien-trained Second Em- 
pire, who will be ridden by 
John Reid as Michael Knane 
is unavailable. 


EPSOM 

HYPERION 

2.10 Lots Of Magic (rib) 3.45 Ramooz 

2.40 Bunty 4.20 John Bowdler Music 

3.15 Generous Libra 4.50 RAINBOW RAIN (nap) 

GOING: Good (Good to Sort h faaf 3ft RanacrametBr- && 

STALLS: Inside ecept 6f - outada. DRAW ADVANTAGE: Hgh 5f. Low 6f to tn 21 

■ Left-Hand coursa sharp and unduialiig. Straight Sf e the fastest h the country 

■ Cone s S of town ■ Bm from the contra of London Three ralway stations serve 
the oouse. Epsom (bates from Victoria and VMtosrtoo) and the nearer Epsom Downs 
(Victoria} and Tattnri ha n Comer (Charing Cross end Victoria}. ADMISSION: Me ntw i e 
CBpS to 2Syaai>olds£i9: Grandstand ft Paddock EiO; Lonsdsts Bndosws £5 (accom- 
panied tndeM68 tree al enclosures}, holds lor rest of 199a CAR PARK: Free. 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: R Hannon 0-130 po%} J Dunlop 11-43 (250%} M John- 
ston XM2 (238%). Sk M Stouts 8-58 (BB%\ P Harris 8-35 (173%). 

■ LEADING JOCKETS: M Roberts 10-73 (07%^ K FSHon »44 (205%). R Hl»s 4-31 
(C9%L D Holland 4-«l (98%). Dane OWafll 4-70 (57%). T Sprake 3-21 (143%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 101-308 (32£%V 

■ LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS: Live Project (450) has been sent 281 infles. 

BUNKERS) FIRST TIME: Choral Express (2AQ). 


MICHAEL J LONSDALE MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
STAKES (E) £5,000 added 2YO Tf Penalty Value £3,453 

1 0 ACREJ1B) (Loti rtrfrqtor) W Jrrtj B Q KFatanS 

2 D DAUNTED (IQ (Aten & Associates) GL Mom 90 F Norton 8 

3 62 JAOETIGBipOQJ (BF)(FCTWfeoi] BifeQmBO UWmS 

4 2» LOTS OF MAGIC (37) (Paler Wttrtne) R l-tamon B 0 DmflWI7 

5 02824 UAPLE(7)(BF)(GSWtotf DBsWthBO Ntfo2»rdp)3 

6 OS SONG % DANCE HAN (34) (SdmdFBodnei) J Nosada B 0 D Hotexl 2 

7 46 lAWtAaRUS{U?^J(PJCbhBrt»J»»flhndMda9 M Roberts* 

B 0 PAWSBLE (IB) (Tha Pawdle Partmhp) □ Artjuttnot 8 9 SWhtaorthl 

9 SniPUf MAGICAL (TtaOrtRachg Club) PIAtbel 8 9 N DayB 

-9 doctored - 

BETT1NG: 84 Lots o? Maple, 7-3 ScnfiN Danes Man. «-1 Msp% 11-a JretoTJsre; B-l Lady Lazarus, 

10-1 Acre. 20-1 Daunted. 2S-1 oOiers 

«87: Name Of Low B 9 K Fatal 9-3 (D Lodo) itaon (OJ to ran 


2.10 


2.40 


UNITED HOUSE NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,000 
added 2YO 6f Penalty Value £3j*53 


1 0694 CH0RALEXPRSS(14)(D}Pmai JVHdm) WUa97 Math Dwyer 7 B 

2 05253 ECUDANAH(7){SaifadRBC*ig)Rff**92 AWtetenl 

3 0221 IIAGICNBNOfaESm)(UsJ*ILarMn4Danonli92 

4 0003 PARB9S1 STAR (17) (H & B PtxJuctara (Thaae) Uri] G La* 8 13 -HDoyS 

5 656 SWELL 8ET7Y (30) (LartyG Pata) R HwTOl 88 Dm 074*95 

6 0002 IT8ALLHAPP9JMG (9) \fwiiflnj Pattaasrtp) T J NajJWn B 1 O CTDanaboa 8 

7 500 G0LD8I RAINBOW (23) {Gddm Rsirfcaw Parted^)) B R Mron 7 13 .T Sprite 2 

B 040480 BUNTY(6)(JOrPLinHCDwy«r71Z AMf^l 

9 0360 STOCK CfTYfO) (toes hlBreata Out Cfab)VSaane71i.~. F Norton 9 

-Sdadnd- 

BETT1HG: 84 ttag te Mrenorio* 8-1 Choral Enroso, ta O tta p proteg, 6-1 Ecod— h. 81 Psrfsten 
Ste, SwHI Betty; 18-1 Bwty. Stuck City, 2M Gotten RaMote 
G97: Stiudon 9 3 S Sandm 5-1 (» U Prescotq dnai (9 9 ran 


FORM GUIDE 

Choral Express: Capable of piling a bg pert an 3 tenths second to Entiapy et Bb*i (Bft 
ccncedng 8fa but has bean tantem and Is toed in bfrfrsra now Lost Hate last tens 
Ecudamdc Handcap debut after 2'A length thW to DariaBab Led at Goodwood (5% 
tfayteg on. Has raced orty on last surface and has tea share at weight 
Magic Hemories: hprwed again when sapped up to 71 a Safetxry beathg Shoot 
The Rapids S lengths, but pmitauHy looked Hasp enouflh h a Ltegtefci ctetevr 
Parisian Star Best race tor a wtde when 5 V> lengths twd to Dramatize at Bratton 
(5ft staying on. but net proga ssi ng id plenty to do at the wa t gm 
8mB Betty. Did iw quto gat hone when 4 lengths sfadh to Qncfe Spans in B^son 
ajctlon maiden (71V Or tha upgnde and cxxid pl^ a big part ewer Ws shorter trip 
Rs ^ hap p e nteg: Sharp sort Appeared to nn best race when beten VA lengths Of 
Robber Rad to 5-nmer LhgBaid 61 dakne^ butfann tocte lamefate 
Golden B s WiciwsWttogHoonpetteiReaftough not entretydpar a ced whan it texphe 
sbdh d 7 to Al WHS in strong 7t Seteboy maiden last tone Scape lor improwmenl 
Bunty: Ovnce on 8 lengths sbrth to Citoten at Wtadaor (BQ from 3ti his|iee but betas 
farm el Newmwtet tatasL Acta on a sharp sack and easy surface 
Stock City: 9gns of abfiy wfisn 7 tangow tbwth to hca BHh to May but no 

KTBxtMmant to tedtesquwit Harts and Hdoftied tar ftrasmortha 
VERDICT: An e m plicnaBy tricky contest, with several tearing contmdere drop- 
ping to trip. Choral Express has the pK* of the tom but is unrafabte and bHeera 
do not bode wsA so Oie »rae goes to Ihe prefyesMO MAGIC (SHORES, who scored 
easty over 71 bsi tkne but showed plenty of early speed on her pretrioua two starts. 


FORM GUIDE 

Am Conran QrnnJs cot 2011 and toe headway rftertroutfa at start whan 13 tangtta 
Mth of « to Hadeigh in 0 Kenpton maiden m dBbut. Open to tofxtMBmert 
Daunted: PrctohaB-braher d toa smart Dterted Lady Utesi^i at ab«y when 25 tengths 
T7ihol % to hade^i in 0 Kempton raiden on debut 

Jade Eiger Stepped up on debut term when beaten neck by Moon ft grant, stayng 
on n radars Fotestone (BQ maiden n Itay Stoatoad gice and sanelhh g to find 
Lots Of llagte Sewal useM youngsters behtod when 7 lengths tatoh to Afcta to 
Oroup Three 7f uxtesl at Goodwood, outpaced from 2t out Ciearty acts on urdufet- 
ng course and locAs a cut abow tfwse on ihHt ettart 

Rtepte: Eachwey ctoance on length seemd to HadacFi at Kenpton (0) but dsappcMng 

tairti to Daneleb Lad at Goodwood (5fl tost week. Bach up to bp hare 

Song W Dance Man: Oven quel bma on debut and wlwn 4 Imgtos filth to Owl Rebel at 

Newmalrena) after > w rte Bm .&>a<Ulongahotid3Mt and rimnon g stealy 

Lady Lazarus: SLteequant winners befrod whan fcxith to Mss Unhorse on Wtodsorfef) 

debut but dd mi go on wnen 7 langihs sixth to Hadattfi at Kemptaa Held by Msife 

on that but rognt be worth another thance 

towelMK 33-1 mi tote prorwe when vth al D to Parana on WMsar <8? debut 
Simply Meflleat Apri-toatedtoDOOgns MuJarfl halLseter to ^xrrt wtoner Randonneur 
VERDICT: It b (WicUt to get away from LOTS OF MAGIC on both Goodwood and 
eerier Sandown unrg He appears tn get the trip wel enough and acts on an «asy 
sirfaea Latfy Lazanu looks the mato dsrQSr on her debut torm but thera H dear- 
ly a good deal of mprovement to come from Song TI Dance Men, who has yet to 
justify ha SGDOOgns puehase price. 


Iq 4c| VARIANT RATED HANDICAP (CLASS B) Cl 2^50 added 
1 m 2f Penalty Value £7,372 

1 20040 GBBtOUSUBRAW(CD)(MMcSBld)JDif*4)4BO(3aq KMon3 

2 51020 SHAD00F(t6) (COJMsHLety) WIAv4 96 HsrttoDwyarl 

3 1-3433 SOTTVUSP9(ScudraflancMI0QLGraaSS94 OHotend4 

4 005630 ANOTNBI FANTASY^ (Us P* WPAteQ RHamon 393 Dane 01992 

-Adectered- 

BETTWG: 10-11 Gwiwnos Ubn, 3-1 Shadoot.s-1 Sottne, 1M Arwthw Fsntny 

097: SatonoorChamorey 68 O S Sandas fl-4 lav (T EaterOy) (7/ 8 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

GenerouB Ubrc Haded up aver QD on Mond^ fion Supply And Demand. DHflaA to 
beat off the mark it to the same mood bm u prsdfca u bto and can be Nbw starter 
Shadoof: EqoyinQ mertent season «Ah series of good efcxts tootodng C/D wto twer 
Rmre Reriect Scmetrtng to find wBh Generous UbraOrou^i Supreme Soutd 
So&vue: Mekiig handcap dtexiL Two good efforts to Itsly to he credt but tifflost to 
assess on domestic tom 12 lengths last of 3 V MiMstf# at Doncaster (tot) fatltow 
Another Ffeiteay: StnrggSng since ten lengths seventh to Cape Vted In 1000 Gutosee 
Wl need to step up an tteasl 2 tenglhs tenth to Gypsy Passion at Goodwood (ten 21) 
VERDICT) Another smal Bold Should a& GENSWUS LIBRA, who Is to partfeu- 
teriy good heart and had a ten to hand here on Monday. That ahedd ham kept htot 
to tha right frame of mind and he la preferred to Shadoof, who is paytoQ a price with 
the handcapper lor a series of good efforts. 


AIR MOVEMENT GROUP FORTUNE STAKES (Listed) (A) 
£16,250 added 1m 114yds Penalty Value £10,899 

1 143430 RAMOOZ (USA) pi) (C} pfel Steam) SHsttfy5B4 KftBonl 

2 66000 ULLI CLAIRE (21) (CO) (C Late) DBnnrto SB ‘G TSpnta2 

3 -60636 UI71£WDUN(27}(GVMi1SM)5Bbodl359 £terw07te93B 

4 0-2030 «B(DA(7B)(BHVbM6CBnttan384 MRcteart>4 

-4ttodued- 

BETTING: 4-6 IteaocB, 3-1 UB Ctaka, B-1 Wwxta. 10-1 UtBa Indten 
«97: HAhdi 3 6 9 G GartBr 7-4 CC to (0 ifbrtey) dam 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

n— ooE Tough and contesten t and easier task today after lb toh toQ In the nick bahtod 
IAtotBthrtoQrot4>3atNewtxxyNarro n 4yb oat enby8AjctoeeinGroi4>3gtNte ma ritt t 
to Jwie and has won to aett {yound 

LUB Ctabe: Only 1 1 behind Ramooz when tast-of-me to MMathlr to Group 3 at 
Newtwy ten tlma MaHy dsappototing but beat JMyWi on the courae at June 
Little Indian: Won the Solario Stakes at Sandown (g/sott) as a luvente but 
second-season torm du ppoteth g. Hard to fancy on latest laa-of-sbr to Mutamam 
at Haydock 

Wan da: Winning juventa at Ascot but modest torm this season (15th n Gdneas). 
Rested 8tooe a poor shpwtog betM Fizzed at Ascot and stable now to better toim 
VERDICT. : A race with fcrtted appeal as a bettng medun RAMOOZ Is a hardy 
sort who tacks tha My wmsr with Keren Raton aboard, but his odds are sue to 
be tight UB Clate and Lttta bxflm esem » tott tfwk dash, and Wende 
B the one to fear wBh the stable In rrudi bettor tarot terce her blest start In Jw« 


3.45 


IMI AIR CONDmONING MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 3YO 1m 114yds Penalty Value £3,355 


1 0- JOtM BOWDLBl MU9C (4S9) IfteiDtan) II JblB9gn9B Oliotendl 

2 4-3506 SHAJt(32)(HvniteiAlltekknn]CBBBtead90 HHBs4 

3 343-23 SEIfERADO(lB)(B^(ItelrishCanriectQi)RHBrnan90 __Dsne OTto* 3 V 

4 063 NffGSFOLDBLA2E(l3}{HaRatneSOwr)UH^na69 S Drowns 5 

5 PB&ADfSASSO (GBQ (9«d4i J4ahatm«8 C Brttam 8 9 M Roberts S 

B 0 TmAQAK(10)^FMann)SDWi8B PD«»B2 

-Bdsdtesd- 


BEITINft M Stotrado, M John Bowdter Malic; 5-1 Paris Dl Sesso, B-1 StasJL Ktagstotd Blaze, 
20-1-ftyAgtei 

07- Sutransa 3 Bfl R ttetn (39 4-t (P Ch^pteHyam) riran (3) ti rat 

FORM GUIDE 

John Bawdier Muaks Son at Soviet Star who was body charm on only ^wenls start 
(tod tar 4t) whan tasKrt-ll to Jscmar at Harottnn. Subsequently galded and stabtab 
AJbench wan atltark yesterday on a return from a lengthy abaancs 
8hap: Lidia promtee shoe Ms seasonal 3rd to ftoapectress at Ltagfiald tacfcxfrtg the 
toBst 8th to hotpot Wbh| at Wtodeor 

Sterendot Fotmar Dennot WekMratoed gektetg and vteored for first ttne when 3rd to 
Mundo Rare at Ftontefcact on debut tor RdradHamoaObrioue dance In week maiden 
KIngstold Blaze: Best nai on latest start whan tf*d-crf-ftv8 to Kftota. beaten rougNy 
41. at Sandown. Locta tha type to do better to handcape 

Porta Dl Saaao: Nawcomw f*y by CaBtlson out of the brOant Pebfciaa Needs to be 
only hatWecent to take a hand 

Hy Again: M^odl Ely who firitehed tated off teter a dow start on debut in ^janaKs 
raoa a UngflBld 

VERDICT to such a soft race it wl be dsappdrrttog for connections If SBverado 
tala to go don on ha second start atocaarrivtog from Mand But there could be one 
to tun Nm over to the thope of JOHN BOWDLER MJSIC, a My improper and from 
a stable enjoying a great rut. 


4.20 


[4j50 


GRUNDFOS HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,000 added 71 
Penalty Value £2^96 


f 000052 BGBB4p8)(D) (LatyD8w)Rftemon4T3a DmOTM7 

2 000040 VCTORYTEAM(48)<D)pJltectaOEClaefc691l S Drown* 8 

3 032561 RAMBOWRAM(USA)(B}(D) (PMcCartiy)3DlM4 9Sftei) P0 m(5)17 

4 05000 ACOTKT(13)P^(AJdBVPatock}WUulr397. - Marin Dwy*r 12 

5 600004 HWER GOlF ROCKET tn)6fwsr Racrig ObJUNsughnn 4 91... DHafendffB 

6 300000 CATTORO (<S) pitos B Swrfl G Baidhg 5 9 1 — FTyran(7)5 

7 60000 UICY GUTTERS (USA) (0^ (PadlWtan) IBrtdrg390 ^WMworthl 

B 40B«5 MATDAKA (23) (BF) (The SargazBsl V Soane 4 8 11 ftuffitaNy? 

9 001502 TXVOVUUJN (21) (D) (H ktareon) H Itoroen JBB- ,C Rotter 3 

D 66005 GRAND 0VAD0MD3) (Dm* %rwoGDCoagwa4BB NCMtetfflM 

71 50606 aAAHMJUA(24)ptaAK»yltaiO«GtaM387 N DtyS 

C 43063 CU3NOE(1^{lteKflman-CNai]Rhgrwn4B5 Nftotent(B)ffl 

13 000025 PHNCEZANDO(ie(UsBSui«n)CHoigwi48S Ainas Cook (S) 13 B 

V 40535] MUTABASSR (30) (D) (Danny Btn)GLMoQre48S F Norton 9 

« 360020 MUTAHADETH (13) (D) pCGRadfcn^ DShaw4B4 JftondngMB 

S n&OO UVE PROJECT f*4)(D) (Ms Gian QuvyROaggi 6 90. TSpndm4 

V 004ID PR«RVGAmatS(22){D){B«rtymRy)JMftKlsy4 7 0. RPfrarebtt 

-T7d*dared- 

' BETTING; 61 Oanoa,7-1 Rainbow Rate. Motefinato 61 Big Bw^ Msteoka, 10-1 Ibywrilto 12-1 
Add last, Hamr Bolt Bockat, Prince Zmto, Priory Garrians. Ca'tforo. 14-1 ottiara 
B87. Oet»b m 4 9 0 K Fatal 114 )t ter (P Hwtte Oam |M) * ran 


FORM GUIDE 

Big Ben: Afawttoss winner te Ws trip and ba« when earring off fan paca Hgher 
yade race on latest wait hem when good 5th to Salty Jebk. and subsequent 2nd to 
Whatever* Right ra Safcbury was to apprenti ce s' race. Best an fast ground 
Victory Thane VM handfeapped on hia term with Toby Baking but seerrwigly on tha 
down-gyadB 

Rainbow Rain: Etonner Marie Johnstoiv«afeMd geldng who pinged in Iron the front an 
Ltogfieldb MN last week. Same tactics My and one to consider oven with the penalty 
Add tbat Best el thtseip though tost two starts haire been over kilhei; the most recent 
on AW. Beat Maigan La Pay at Ungfiefcj In ire end stable gong grate guns 
Hovar Golf Rocfceb Gredtebte 4th to Komaseph on AV tost &ma but held by Matoaka 
on previous farm te Chepstow 

Ca’d'oro: Latest 99i to Rebel County at Bath yet another modest effort. Best over a 
mis and tees cut to the cywnd. but today* 71 may prove too sharp 
Lucy GHttera: Has shown nothtog stoce a p o n te frig iwenBe nrv though bady drawn 
an totes: start betted Mamma* Boy at Doncaster. Stable has found torm of late 
Matooka: Just ana win from 20 starts. Credtable 2nd to Lamoma over the tf|j at 
Folkestone but dsappointsig when terowite and Sh to Abtasl at ft^hten tost time 
TbyavuMn: 6b higher mark for the 33-1 Newmarket win from Master Casar and beaten 
three Ones Mice, the West by Abba! an AW 

(Mid Ovation: Led to Ihs top on AW tost tkne (Wfl whan 501 to Saataa but stii imwha 
a modest sort teroe bang bought cheaply out at Ban Haitivy s yard 
Eb4ndniBa: Has shown vety fltto and now dropped if after toftig to tond a gamble 
(25-1 to 7-1) vteen 6th of W to Potonaiae Pmce ai Bteh (tn) 

ClonoK Own too much to do when 21 2nd to Big Ban at Ftoftestana In Apri and now 
3b worse aft ftrang wel of las (beat Baibsson at Kemptom tn) and latest 3rd to 
Ebarrae a Thrmautfr (71) cantemeO his vrel behg. Ground w< aut today 
MKeZsndo: Maiden ritBr Qstertethatfi Slftfe bo tean> tost tkna (5bi to Bod Rontoe 
at Ungftald). Sfrektited Mitabassk at Br&tion (7f) and now 2» better off 
M i itafeorw IrtCrBdBafaleSIh of 16 to stronger grade at Goodwood (71) and tended odds 
to weak h'cap at Brighton (7ft ridden out to hob Prince Zando and now 2b warea r 
Mutetatdeth: Both vans gained on AW but wel beaen « WfaNerhamttion last ttne 
Prevous 2nd to Forest Robin at Newmarket was n amateur^ race 
Lhre Protect: Best form on AWtxri has a squeak on 3rd of 21 to Forest Robin In 
apprentice' barxft^? at Redcar Rktor lost iron or> West start at Ctotteridr 
Priory Gankins: Below lotm at Chepstow test time in Speedy CtasacS race, but has 
ctoims an twevious wro at Goodwood (6ft and Carisle (7t good to soft) 

VERDICT RAINBOW RAM has tanked good on tin galops sane JakmgSkncnDott 
but often tot down the stde on oourea The wm finafy atntmd on Equkrack 

tost week vritan new tactics wre emptayed - the gekSng being riddan v^orously tarn 
tha atwi to rneke tel Ha to ail wel hanbeapped and could tshe tha tMtng again. 


HAYDOCK 

HYPERION 

2.00 Acicula 2.30 River Times 3.00 Faraway 
Lass 3.35 Maminas F-C 4.05 Aspirant Dancer 
4.40 Waft The Beat 5.10 Polar Champ 
GOING: Good. 

STALLS: outsrie except %n -inside. 

□RAW ADVANTAGE: High for 51 to Sf on soft ground. 

■ Almost flat, left-hand oval course: straight et courea. 

■ Course e near (unebon of A58Q and M6. Newton el a tio n 2m. 
ADMISSION: County Stand Ci5; Tatwreate C9; Newton Stand 
C450 (OAPs 8 Students halt-pnce n Tatiereate and Newnn Stand) 
CARPARK: Flee 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: J Dunlop 29-P7 (24BM J Goaden 
B4-H6 (207%). B HIHa 23-96 (3»»bJ. J Berry l6-«8 (81%). 

M LEADING JOCKEYS: K Dartay 22r«9(ne%).J Carrol «EO 
f89M L Dettori 18-109 f«5%L M Hflte S-52 
m FAVOURITES: 222-644 (345%V 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Clear The Smoke (vteored. 2XK& 
Superchtef (vteored. 4404 


4 CLAS9C AFFAIR (Rt) M Chamcn 9 0 AHeckaylS 

5 FROSTY TEasterby 90 K Dorter 7 

G 0 KE5TRAL (30) TBtwngaxi 90 ACUtaat2 

7 4 lfl«aX(Bt)(BF)P 031990 TChdmZ 

B 0 LORO ROCHESTEP (72) 0 R MiranSO GHhdl 

9 uiacrGnwfOJDufoppo — wjacmwB 

n 040 IfiCE IDEAS (44) S Meter 9 □ RPwfrw3 

11 03 U0(MUGHTM0NTY(21) JDurikp90 G Carter 17 

E RS3EPLOY 6 R Utean 9 0 MFortonlO 

G S3* RIVBITWE8 (USA) (15} T EasMbf BO JFartmS 

U 60006 BOLDFEUCITERP^ DIWttetB9 DanwiMoM(3)9 

B BUR PHOEBE JRwharo 89 RCodnMl4 

B GRjywSTHHrirahaadBS SSnfetiA 

17 0 RAnBNUMTSMRyaneg PKcCsfealQ 

-17 doctored - 

BGTWG: 11-4 WrerTI^ 7-2 Ijnncx. 7-1 Moont^rt Monty 8-1 Ludcy 

Ottano, 10-1 Mica bteaa, 12-1 CtanicAIMk ftW Phoebe, 1«-f «her> 
FORM VERDICT 

John Dunlop has a good strike rate at the track (12 winners 
from 30 runners stoce ©94| and his MOONLIGHT MONTY 
can toprove further stepped up » tn. Pad Cote (25 per cent 
stria rats) teles on Lennox., who looks every tech a stay- 
ng type and should go weA wtrte the booking 01 Franwe 
Dettori for newcomer Crmta Ke Breve s worth noting. 


Ip rtf) I PENTONS HAULAGE &COLDSTORAGE 
kiaiqem STAKES (D) £5,000 2YO 5f 


1 BLUE LASER Bltertrw 90. ^.WJOCcmr* 

2 CLEAR THE SMOKE Mrs Nlfocartey 90 P McCabe 15 V 

3 HORTON LIGHTS Iks A Srwfaarti 9 0 GDuttteMB 

4 HOUND VENTURE SWbods 90 .T&*n17 

5 PfMDORRHamon90 Rftrghosl 

6 RED SPECTRUM JBeny 90 PBratitey(7)9 

7 BOOK SHARP HXiE BOY (8) E Ateon 9 0 WSlmpto12 

8 StR8ANDROVITCHRF4hey90 KDsrteyB 

9 IWm SEEKER PMakn 90 SSrodnTQ 

t) «S ACtCULA(itH) UJofraon99 -Jflsrtur»7 

Ti 6 CYCLONE FUER (19) JBaryB 9 J Carol 5 

12 BfTVnE JFanshawB9 RCoefnmll 

G MA69TEGJ«hB9.— IIHb! 

M MGHTLKMUB9 MPantonS 

« 4 OTEET APOLLO (130) C Dwyer a 9 F Lynch 13 

fi 00 THERAMLADVpq RHoMsheadB? OSwsroayl* 

C 30 WESTWOOD VCW (127) JJOtenB 9 ACtAanelB 

- tTdaobred- 

BEnwa r-4 Actaria, »1 8hw treat M Cydona Ftyet B-1 WgH Ute. 
12-1 Red Speebum. i*-l Plpadu; Entetee, IB-1 ethers 


FORM VERDICT 


Adoil* has the best pLfoBc torm, but may n« be at her best 
when there is some gve In the ground and to susceptible to 
an above-arerage new co mer Both Ihith Seeker and BLUE 
LASER fit the bi. with the latter gslnteg maigteal preference 
gwen he low draw 


2.30 


KEOGH RITSON MEDIAN AUCTION 
MAIDEN STAKES (E) £3,750 2Y0 1m 


1 40 BOLLM ROGER (23) T Eajtrrty?0 1 attract: 13 

2 CAKTAKE BRAVE (USA) SWwxte 90 LDaEariS 

3 0 CLARWCH CLAYMORE (18) 90.. 0 Pen 11 


KING'S REGIMENT CUP CLASSIFIED 
STAKES (CLASS D) £10,000 added 6f 

1 OtUD 0tL(t9(D)(BF)MsNMacBjey39S PHcCrtrt 

2 «m0 EASTERN UfRIC (1« J Bore 3 93 JRxtni 

3 003D RAK JACKET (GZ) (CO) B Marian 393 GDufflaUB 

4 434331 PRESENT CHANCE (35)(D) Blfc*fenon492 T Onto 3 

6 86000 OGGI (88) (CO) P Watei 7 B G RCocteaMS 

C 002000 ELEYHfTH KJKE (35) (D) J Ptoteda 3 8 TI G Cater 7 

7 400000 GURKHA (35) (D) R Hamm 38 H RHugbMS 

8 03-002 FARAWAY LASS (8) (D) Lad Ftetentan 58 O UMtnria 

-Bctedwed- 

BE7TWG: 3-2 ftemaytsw, 7-2 FteftJed^ Si Essfion Lyric, 7-1 ft*, 
amt Cbancs, 8-1 OggL Guitha, 10-1 Bevrotb Duka, T2-1 Dl 
FORM VEROICT 

Questoi marie over a few of these. Fteaway lies la baric 
to form after her narrow G oodwood defeat but she has to 
prow herself if the pound ndes on me easy rttte. Rrk Jack- 
et has w*d claims, but has been otf me trade far two months 
and GUHKHA. so tefaessive over 6> at twa te worth anoth- 
er chance rtoopped back m irfo: 


Jo ul SCOTT REES & COMPANY CLAIMING 
STAKES (F) £3,000 added ZYOSf 

1 00 DALByra=Y0roC(23)PCd893 TOrtmTI 

2 HARP PLAYS u Bel 9 3 UPrtanS 

3 382251 R0SSSJHa)W(D)BMBeter93 JftoSwZZ 

4 0 IBC1CS ATH08C(50) PIArph/89 RftqlaZt 

5 00 FOLLOW UE (16) C ThcnWn B 7 OamMcXsownlS 

6 40 FOURTH TIE LUCKY (55) B IAn8/B7 X Mexican T7 

7 MOfMNG BURY R Fahey B 7 _.RWWorf?13 

8 0 5ff£SMffnC(»PtUinB7 P Goods (7) 14 

9 0 THE MANX TOUCH p3) J JQumB 7 LChtenoekig 

V 6 HJfWGTICFLAG (ZZ) J JQumBB ACcMmS 

V BO STRB>SEARCHf<8)JG&nym<tebowns86.~R8nitii(7)8 


3.00 


e 0000 ALUVGHTHBf (B)TYMB5 G Carter 13 

G 02600 HADEQA(1J)(D)PEWrs85 WSupffa2B 

M NfflJWJOO IffitSmB. B Ucryar 8 5 GHM20 

V 0335 SWSSTOW(TS)Cf*rt*64 RUuButffir 

* 5010 GOLDBi SYRUP (to) RHarocnB2 GDufMdB 

17 0533G RSH CREAM (34) (D) P Evans B 2 CCogm(7)3 

« MSS ARCH G Odoyd B 2 GPsrittolO 

S 0203 R«SY STONE (9>MKetti»B2 AMcCariby(3)4 

20 0000 GRACE MBLBURYffl MBtarriodBI JtetaGboanlB 

21 61G20 IIAMIASPC (21) J Berry B0 n PRnHVlB 

22 3063 BAWJ® LADY (34) D MwfeO 7 12 Derren HaflBQ (3) 1 

-Bdactered- 

BETTWG: Sfi Mmenas FC, S-1 Hatitwr Rad, 6-T Hadaqs, l-I Gokteo 
Syrap, 10-1 bteh Cream, Patsy Stone, Baywd Lady. 12-1 ottwre 
FORM VERDICT 

ROBBER RED is mfes better than these and as long as M 
stands' ral draw Is not too much of an Inconvenience he wS 
be tlfficult to beaL If the Brat race suggests that those drawn 
ton have a tti^Vflcam advantage then Hadeqa would not be 
the worst of selections. 


4.05 


NORWEST CONSTRUCTION H 
HANDICAP (D) £5^)00 3YO 1m 4f V 


1 B1Z00 DANCMGH»pi)(D)P>teritorB7 LOnmocfc12 

2 35343 CREON (18) L Qmerl 9 6 LDattorill 

3 -0503 CLASaCBWCT(S7)(D)PChBptteHjem94_RHtefa^18 

4 50- NO TRRfrrrRBpqmtBf) J0wfop94 □ Carter IS 

9 34805 BUJEWMN LABY (TB} PHsrfr92 AOAmM 

6 062D4 RaiCEC8ffiE(48)(D) 3/foo*90. JRstmlO 

7 5003 RH) BORDEAUX (SB) 81*90 Mlflte? 

8 TGIC AHDLSGH CHARMS) (17) (P)CDwyw 9 0. Grind* 

9 nm ASPIRANT nANCffl(2£9(C)MB£l 6 MFtemiB 

D -00318 JUNGLE STORY (23) (BRPVMnnB 11 JtCoctvnl 

It (HOB MYPLHX3E(4Z) C Hcxp*i 8 TI XDtrteyB 

C 5365 WMDY GULCH (USA) (31) POcteBB TOuhnl 

G 434 MAEST1C (14) I Wfcme B D BteednS 

M *0030 GOLDEN REPfBMAID (tif fl heron 8 B — _RHrobesT7 

6 2T25TI NORCROFT JOY (11) (D) HR)toi88(8B*) PMcCTOe 13 

« -44030 870WBBK(n)JMJeftManB4_ — PHan*gtn(7)« 
17 2C925 YRNGS AWARDS! (23) (D) MChsmcn82 AMfeayS 

5 322003 05B»DC(T3)P6BrB8i_ WSuppteZV 

B 00402 SECRECY (9) PCde 7 0 A NteboBa (B) 18 H 

-19deetersa- 

Mtotew nteD^ ftd 10b Trw hsndfcftg vroghc Secmty 79 Bfo. 
BETTING: 7-1 Croon. 8-1 Aspireri Darner, NortroR Joy 10-1 Atrisigtl 
CtroiM^IHnky fteet, 12-1 Classic trap**. Red Bordeaux, 16-1 Gridsn 
Rqsrimand,MrPtedgs,RBfnCartM,WlngsA«ded l 20-1 DinctegfOo, 
Jtaigte Story I H )e eti& Secrecy: Windy Gttidi. 25-1 Btoewstn Ladu Op- 
vatfc, Stone Beck 


FORM VERDICT 

Doiiria acnceming the gound make Me dtffladt Norcraft 
Joy, an te-tann By. loc4te aura to giro a good accouri daspRB 
tadcBng stronger company but the generaly progressive 
ARDLBGH CHARMER gets tha vote in the hope that the 
ran wS hen got into the (ytuid. 


4.40 


OUTLAND SELLING HANDICAP (CLASS 
G) £2,500 added 6f 


1 000830 BOCBJfflGTWCT10N(34)pf)ABdey39ttJFoitoro21B 


2 46DOO SUPER8n l fR(CB BUcMdnn699 T Oaten 11 

3 -00050 WALK THE BEAT (4S| (D) M Meade SBE-TteantecKamm 17 

4 505235 SYCAKOHELODK(7){D)DNchck797-AbBGmros20 

5 02303 TW Off TIC BKDGE (B) 0SmBi4 97 LCtemodcIS 

6 02340 BLUSW«GFefWBl(2T)(D|SBMhg695X , »igBat6B 

7 600006 SUPERCHEF (11) PRJBsrtaS »5 SSrodere3V 

B -06000 7MUVMD(10) (D) WMifr 49 5 KDariey7 

9 003400 fCmEQ4NSEUSE(39)(D}0OHprnaT494^4CU9am22 

ti) 223030 STRAVSEA (28) B Boj^t 3 9 4 RLapptalB 

n 000055 MPEMAL HONEY (32) Ids A Sainbark 3 9 4 GDiAeld5 

C 044020 B3DNia>GERria)(a9ttsNMsautey993.GCtoter24V 

13 4-0000 TAKEARBK(74)ANe>rcrobe392 RHarinftB 

N 650000 QUZHASTBTfS) EMymea392„ WSUpptalB 

6 3000-0 WSHALLAH (16) J Barry 391 .P Pansy U 

to 05000 PETRACO (2B) (CO) N Gnfii to 9 1 SOWBbna23 

V /0003- R3NZyp67)GOk>oyd491 — OPaareB 

to 530031 MOSTRESPQCTTUL(8)NTrWBr89 1 (Tex) — KbnlteUar* 

G 003040 SHEtoAOBUp^UsNUKafeySBO P McCabe 10 

20003002 BASHFUL BRAVE (17) gJ)BBBk0i 7 80. DatoGtaontt 

21 431004 MAfBANA^RWMtiar38to A McCarftjr (3) 2 

2Z *00560 RAMSEY HOPE (2t}(^CfWust58 to — NtandytoV 

23 60000 LUNAR MUSIC (R S R Bnwng 4 8 TI F Lynch 9 

21 0Q30to LA TOUCH (7) (D) JJQUrnSBP DMwnagh (7) 14 

-aidactered- 

KTTTHG: 7-1 SycaBtore Lodge, 8-1 SuparctSsL 1H Strevass, BraMui 
Brava. 1M Bor Mi »teto ai ««. BhatitingGrenailto ft ri te tten i uuuu, Eton 
LedgaA Mori RaspaciM, 14-1 dim 

FORM VERDICT 

Sycamore Lodge and Bortferidtehnctton are the most rtar- 
eebng of those drnm high, wttite Moat Hwpectmi has struck 
form recently and has to be eentedared on the other sfcto 
Hwever a chance is taken on the Kevin Dariey-rktden TAIL- 
WIND who s ho wed a tel more from a bed cfrnv at Laigfieid 
last time end whose etabte is h great farm. 


[e ini BOLUNGER CHAMPAGNE SSilES MEN 
.1 AMATEUR WCAP(E) £3,750 1m 2f120yda 


1 00029 PRA1RE FALCON (14) (BF) 8 Hk 4 12 0_llr C B ffla (5) 10 

2 2132G POLAR CHAMP (37) S Woods -5 n 6 JlrSSwteraB 

3 G00-4 MaJSSASY(i?7HL^m5fl7 MrRLatram^l 

4 0504X1 QOIEFtoRABURTON(Bq(D)PIMte81l6JbSSkonBen9 

5 033200 DEA0ABI(39)MsJBnjen4lt5 -Mr A Baking 6 

6 040553 SHAFR5HKYESmMaMlteHtey6toGJVrADirepsey4 

7 0640 CUTS UP (49) (C) P Bans 5 07 Ik A Em 0)5 B 

8 40040 IKRAMBOr(USA)(13toABsley49l2-JB-DBStaw(7)7 

9 OBQTO OTTAVIO ORieSE (S3) Gttargareon 39 to JlrTHktep)2 
T) 800350 PROUD HOMtp) UHSodeyB 9T3_JirS J&frrerd*p)3 

- 10 declared - 

Mranunwa^tofer tOb The han&apwogiSK Otero 
MMr0st 

BETTWG: IMPtsMb Tateon. 4-1 Pelar Champ, a ndiayu . 7-1 Gone 
For A Raton, 8-1 CtoadUp, f0-l Mate Baby, 12-t Dead Atm, 14-1 ottwre 

FORM VERDICT 

None of thaee e sold betting material but CLUED UP. effec- 
tive far today’s ridei; is worth an tetereaL He has bean below 
par otiste. but b fakty heated on Ire courae farm and wi 
not ntind some ad tn the gyound. Protrfe Falcon and Poter 
Chaop me not ones In which to place peat faith eithar end 
S heHtetiay Is marginaly preferred among that trio. 



cm 








Struggle for Sadian 


POSSIBLE St Leger candidate 
Sadian struggled to win die 
Salisbury Festival States yes- 
terday. Sadian needed a con- 
vincing victory over his two 
opponents in order to justify a 
£20,000 supplementary entry 
for the Leger but attempting to 
quicken off a slow pace set by 
Secret Archive, Sa ffian found 
himself sandwiched as Richard 
Quinn sought to drive him be- 
tween that rival and Winter 
Garden two furlongs out. 
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Quinn had to fight for every 
inch of ground and Sadian fi- 
nally managed to force his way 
through to hold Secret Archive 
by half a length, with Winter 
Garden three parts away. 

John Dunlop, Sadian’s train- 
ee admitted that his charge had 
failed to impress. 

The leading Cambridgeshire 
fancy Captain Scott will miss 
the race. The four-year-old was 
quoted at 16-1 by the Tote. 

His trainee Jeremy Glover; 
had issued a warning over Cap- 
tain Scott’s participation when 
the weights for next month's 
race were published last week 
and yesterday he said: “We 
haven't been able to get him 
right. I said he was doubtful 
when the weights came out 
and we’ve made a decision 
early because we don't want 
people backing him when he’s 
not going to be ready in tune." 
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SPORT/23 


ugby Union: West and Irish are determined to bridge the gap in the Allied Dunbar Premiership 



in game 
of two 
halves 


BY DAVID LLEWRi-t frN 

THERE IS a perception, one 
that is glibly touted, that the 
Allied Dunbar Premiership 
One is a league of two halves ~ 
the Haves and the Have Note. 

^snouceoux 
s, Newcastle and Sara- 
cens, proved to the old guard,, 
the duffle-coaled tradi tionalist s 
who still gather cm touchlines 
around the country, that money 
can and does buy teams 
success. ' 

Two dubs regarded by some 
as being potential strugglers in 
the top flight are London Irish 
and West Hartlepool- The 
Exiles dung on to Division One 
status by their bootstraps after 
a tense play-off, West have 
gone up and down more times 
than the Fbotsie Index. 

There is little chance of 
either of these dubs accep ting 
things as they are, without 
question and without chal- 
lenging the game’s cash divide. 
Mike Brewer of newty- 
loted West Hartlepool will 
r admit *At the moment that 
is the case. There is a division 
in Premiership One of the rich 
and the poor. 

“Those dubs with big 
cheque books should be top of 
the heap, but a lot of the 


so-called ‘Haves' have not 
spent their money all that 
'wisely- They have been paying 


players who do not deserve to 
command half whatlheyare re- 
ceiving. We are a service in- 
dustry and it is just as 
important to employ the right 
management as it is iiie play- 
ing staff" 

Brewer was brought in too 
late to prevent Whst going down 
into the Second Division the 
season before last, but since 
then he has instilled a squad 
ethic fato his players, having 

“I have the luxury of having 
played around the world,” ex- 
plains the former All Black 
back-row specialist “I can rely 
on the network of former 
international players and - 
coaches I have met to steer me 
in the right dn-pctinn as far as 
buying players goes.” 

He also has the know-howto 

steer those players he signs in 

the direction he wants Wfest to 
go - which is up. “Last year 
when I played I found 1 was 
having to coach on the pitch,’ 1 
adds Brewer “This time 
around the guys have been to- 
gether for some time and have 
begun to establish a pattern 
and a style for themselves, so 



Dick Best, the London Irish coach, pats the Exiles pack through their paces at S unbury yesterday 


if I do have toplaythenat least 
I will be able to play my own 


This season, however, it 
looks like he will have compe- 
tition for places and he is still 
trying to gi gn the French in- 
ternational back-row Phfltype 
Benetton from Agen. “His dub 
are insisting he sees out the 
final year of his contract,” says 

a ghim Brewer 

But while Brewer expects 
his side to struggle initially, be 
is optimistic that the realistic 
targets they have set them- 
selves for the season will be 
met which will mean retaining 
their top-fligfatstatusatthe end 
of the season. 

“The dubs which have been 
promoted will find it difficult,” 


says Brewer “Firstly, they will 
have to adapt to the faster 
pace erf the Premiership game, 
and it is a lot faster than the 
Second Division. Seam (fly for 
those players who have only 
ever experienced playing 
Second Division rugby there 
will be a mental, a psycho- 
logical problem of adapting to 

life in the Premiership.” 

There is a gmflar problem 
for Dick Best as he whips his 
squad into shape. After a 
s ummer dearout that saw 26 
players leaving foe duh. it is fair 
to wonder ifthere are any Irish 
players left in Sunbury. “Prob- 
ably a third of the squad is 
Irish,” Best insists. “A lot of 
those coming in from other 
parts of the world are Irish 


■ passport-holders and we have 
retained quite a lot of the better 
players from last season. We 
had all sorts of contracts here 
last year; part-timers, those 
paid per match and so an, so we 
had a bit of a dearout." 

A number of the Exiles were 
tempted back to Ireland by the 
Irish RFU offering amaging 
deals to try to get some of their 
top players back where it is felt 
they belong. Best bears no 
grudges. But he could have 
his work cut out as he tries to 
instill a belief into the Exiles 
that they can compete with 
.the best 

He certainty refutes the 
thought that they will be down 
at the bottom agam, toe whip- 
ping boys for the big spenders. 


Like Brewer at West Best has 
encouraged his players to set 
realistic targets for the season: 
“We wfil be looking to end up 
around seventh in the Allied 
Dunbar Premiership.” 

That may sound like pie in 
the sky but like Brewer; Best is 
a shrewd judge of rugby flesh. 
He may have limited resources 
but he shops wisely. “I have 
signed a foil-back caned Jarred 
(hnmingham from Wdfington in 
New Zealand,” he says. “Peo- 
ple wiD ask, Jarrod who? But in 
fact he site in Christian Cullen's 
slipstream. He is very good. Wfe 
also have a great captain in 
Conor O'Shea.” 

There are a host of other 
names, some better known 
than others, and by the time 


Peter Jay 


their halfback pairing of Kevin 
Putt, of South Africa, and the 
New Zealander Steve Bach op 
has linked up with Irish later 
this autumn they should turn 
into a daunting prospect 

“People are going to see a 
competitive Irish side," Best, 
stresses “a side that wards to do 
wen.” Brewer too, is confident 
that West will be competitive. 

West begin the new season 
at a new ground, Hartlepool 
United Football Club's Victoria 
Park. There is talk now that 
Irish may leave Sunbury and 
may even play the odd match 
in Ireland or at Highbury in 
North London where there is a 
big base for support The Have 
Nots appear to be stirring at 
last 


No compromise in sight as kick-off looms 


By David Llewellyn 

IT WAS looking certakriast night 
that there would be nio 
immedia te solution to tile £00- 
tracted wrangling between the 


p rogramme, the so thattbe.<xv»»bon to BMte te .... ; Of the m atch e s that do go 
fcnp^'esiwuld not be associated with ahead there is almost as much 

, ae 

ut after a lengthy meeting for Bath’s opening tussle 



! Union Just34hoars be- 
fore the TOdsh rebels Cardiff and 
Swansea are due to kick off 
against Bedford and West 
Hartlepool (strike action per- 
mitting) on a Saturday sched- 
uled for a foil Allied Dunbar 


do not 

want Angfo-TO&h games tube 
played on Premiership week- 
ends and will not be supplying 
match officials or providing in- 
surance The dubs insist that, by 
law; they cannot be prevented 
from staging the so-called 
friendlies but have ind i cated 
their willingness to compromise 
over their fixture arrangements 


at Twickenham yesterday the 
management board decided to 
pot the options open to the RFU 
to a Ml council meeting nest 
Friday. The onty certainty is 
that the clubs will have to fold 
quafified match officials, either 
from Whies or among those 
not contracted with tbeRFU&r 
the whole programme. 


against Wasps at the Recre- 
ation Ground tomorrow. That is 
where Kevin Vhtes will be 
found, six months after being 
found guilty of biting London 
Scottish flanker Simon Fean's 
ear in a Ttefley’s Bitter Cup 
match last January. The loose- 
head position is taken by the 
Scottish international prop, 


. - Dave Hfltoo. Ben Sturnham, a 
summer signing from' Sara- 
."jtens, makeshis dSnit,- wfafie the 
England Under-21 player lain 
Bajshaw comes in for the in- 
jured Matt Peny and South 
African scrum-half Steve Hat- 
Jeygete in ahead ofAndyNicoL 
Josh Lewsey the England 
outside-half; finds himself in 
theless femffiarrote ofM-back 
when he makeshis H&sps dfimt 
against Bath. Gareth Rees, the 
Canadian international wears 


the NolO shirtin the abseoceof mothe^a fa ettbat m fltes h imd- 
the ‘irtiiie" ' liable for England. The Aus- 

I^wsey’s-famier^ and farmer Harieqflfo 

league; EhenRoQiit,c(xhes in to Thy Coker comes into the back 


the back row for Lawrence 
Dallagiio who has stiD not re- 
covered from a shoulder irjjuiy 
Alain Penaud and Jeremy 
Thomson step into the roles left 
vacant by Michael Iynagh and 
Philippe Sella respectively when 
Saracens en te rta m Jforthaiyton 
at Watford an Sunday tt&tfandis 
the birthplace of Thomson's 


row for injured player-coach 
Francois Pienaar 
Andre Barnard, the South 
African centre, signed from 
Pontypridd on a two-year con- 
tract yesterday, is one of eight 
players who win be making 
their debut for Bristol against 
Exeter in tomorrow’s Allied 
DirabarPremfershty Two game. 


Irvine 

defends 

Briton’s 

driving 


MOTOR RACING 


EDDIE IRVINE has refused to 
support Michael Schumacher, 
his Ferrari team-mate, in the 
row over Sunday’s stormy Bel- 
gian Grand Prix and instead 
came to the defence of David - 
Couithard 

Schumacher had stormed 
angrily into the McLaren pit 
and accused Couithard of “try- 
ing to HU” him as he attempt- 
ed to lap him in zero visibility. 
Schumacher accused the 
British driver of deliberately 
slowing down as he tried to lap 
him, with the result they col- 
lided in heavy spray and the 
German’s Ferrari was put out 
of the race at the Spa- 
Francorchamps circuit 

However; Irvine claimed that 
Schumacher was a victim of un- 
fortunate circumstances. 
“There is no way DC's 
{Couithard] going to do it 
deliberately,” Irvine told 
Autosport magazine. “He is 
not that kind of person. No dri- 
ver would do that to a col- 
league. If Michael had lifted off 
every time he couldn't see 
where he was going, he would 
have been last He was just un- 
lucky that this time there was 
a car going much slower" 

Damon Hill, the race winner, 
agreed with Irvine and claimed 
it was not the first time Schu- 
macher had blamed another for 
his errors. “Blaming others is 
a tactic he often uses when he 
has made a mistake,” HU said. 
“He targets the innocent party 
to deflect from his own error Tb 
think that David would make 
Michael run into the back of 
him is just too ridiculous for 
words.” 

Schumacher said he is 
ready to talk to Couithard 
about their collision but that he 
would not apologise. Speaking 
on German television, Schu- 
macher said: “1 think we- 

should discuss what happened. 

Looking back, you see things in 
a more balanced fashion but 
that does not mean one has to 

a pnlngis p Whaf ha ppened hap- 
pened, and it doesn’t merit 
discussion.” 

MpIfTsisaidtheteamfelt 
Comth^ ^i^ to blame for - 
- thfc- foerdeii^^dM-iB^cked,': 
Schumacher’s chances of a 
victory that would have given - ; 
him the lead in the drivers’ 
championship over McLaren's 
Jlgfca Hakfrinea. 

Schumacher and Couithard 
ignored each other during test- - 
ing at Monza, the venue for the 
next Formula One race, the 
Italian Grand Prix, on 23 Sep- 
tember: 


SEDGEFIELD 

HYPERION 

2L20 Oriel Lad £50 Good Day 32 5 Stylish 
Interval 3L55 Le Denstan 4J0 Smart Spirit 5.00 
Our Risk 
GOUKfcGoo «L 

■ Carta Lafl-tend, undtetinfl cousa Easy fences and tons 
run-in on chaw cone of 500yds 

■ Couraa to ton SE dl town war Junction of AG88 and AT77. Bus 

service from Stockton etafon <9m) or Durham Staton (tarn). 
ADMISSION; Paddock £8 (OAPsM: Comm C2. CAB WUC- 
Paddock £2. otters fr» 

■ LJSADMG TRAINERS: Mm M Rsvotoy 55^12 B EW- 

aon T7-ttO (tTH* G M Moors T7-W (*3%), D Srtrftfi 1M9 (88%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: P NJvon 42-195 [ZZ1%X Q I-* 0 '*' 7a 

L Wysr 15-01 (105%). A Dobbin 14-130 {88%). 
fjk FAVOURITES.- 87-538 0S8%V 
BLINKERED FIRST TI ME: Nans. 

o on I JOHN WADE SELLING H’CAP HURDLE 
4 ^ u 1 (CLASS G) £2,000 added 2m If 


| 3j25 | SAM BEHRY NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 


RACING RESULTS 


E) £4,000 added 2m 5f 


3MJ5 HEMONfttj) UsSLaiqmnS.flfl! MAFtapmlf 

5600- MASTS! WOOD pOf) C Giant 7 1) 12 B Storey 

SOM (ENAUXfteJWteflfltZ ASSUOl 


1 4SF55 AJMR{F14)lfaSlar*iwi7»* 
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6 

7 
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P MR SPBCK flip D Bator P OS . 


YORK 

Going: Good 
2 Mt pi handcap) 

1. ROYAL RESULT JUWaVt.1 

9. Qymcnk Ffyar K Faton 12.1 

X Samara Song 
«. Run Lad 


SALISBURY 
Going: Good 


Jl Robert* 14-1 
A Cubans 10-1 


-GLM 


Mao ran: 7-1 Mv Uyttona Mntat 0-f Ban- 
as». Hymarti Rtwcal Styte 
Bachelors Pea &ran« - 

M «-l rxdnbna U . . 

fc SMft. 5 m Gckton Ruin JdMb» 


ISuppte 


BananLsnto 

flow 33-' . _ a 

24 ran. lYvhd. IYsZ-I'A- 



BETTWQ; 2-1 StyCNi baarvN, S3 H« lire, B-1 Bnn*nrO>«Nc.Mfl«e. 
rf, 12-J Mohtond VJnn Kukr Wood, SrennfcK IB-1 ettmn 
FORM VERDICT 

Hlohland Way had three al today’s rtrato behind wten thW 
on Ns chasing debut hare In JU* but the torn Is nothing 
special and to may struggle against STYLISH INTERVAL, 
who war dearly ito pick of frto ileM over hurdto* 
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cot Or Bona wmt our of. 

MehoMar - ' 



y$ 



8 DBF -r~T 

0009 SALWGa(1«9(C0)(BRFIArtghB»n-...^DCtMB 
OtOP BUROLWT«HBaa.(n) m sort B Oil JMeROrtff 
3P004 DOCTOR BRAVJOUS p7) B Hfccn 5 09 LW^totoV 

OX 3t LfSWOGOUSJ® (28}pB^RPt»41)6XLJM*0rnB 
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n OOSW BOLD TOP (FflMSawnbyBtJD ™ 
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la Grand Gocstet M Fofc» 0* Call, 1M OnrtMWraltt-l dtere 
FORM VERDICT 

I qd|ei_ LAD, who goe* "®* he *® * n< ^ ® 

prftach m tte tort 01 tom Wftteh 

■» li m it nun couse and dtetance to ^Ar. Saltogw aw* 

strong net 

septcmber novice hurdlh (CLASS 
E) £3,000 added 2m 5f llltyds 

ar»i eoooiW(M>AYM«4ii3..-.^ — 

• p. MAnUN(US^(F1B!QW»^ 5 6,)G — 

1 S SSBSSsr’’ — as 

n FJPPO t-Wyor 

C 0G33P VALLEY0FH0PE(2W I ** ,!MF *~* MrNKMt 

so 
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4QV- DEJOMMN fMB) W Cartogham 11 11 h NSMh' 

405-02 TieTDASTEFI p7) (Cty MbeKIMIspnll BIZjnhonanB 

3--EZ5 UNCLE BBIT (13) PF) Ha L Ftoesel BAD RJMnam 

84-050 NOCATCHfll pO) (CO) KMoijCnBtlB ASStnUV 

auto LE DS6TXN (B2) (CO) Ms D TTOTtsart Tt t> 1 B Storey 

1B3-GG SALBIBEACH (14) M1bdutoBt)0._C McCamNRk (Q 
. 4-0534 MBCFBB/OUS GHL (Q) (C) H IM t) tl OJfcl F HMdhen 

s UEKP/ MOST RICH (522) B Ebon 10*0 LTHiph(7) 

-Sdeetond- 

MMnun might IDOL True taniesp txigha: Ston Beech M 1®. Mto 
ctevw»QWWAto««cfr8srWSiL 

BEmM&MThBToeUto; 4-1 Undo Bwt.5-1 Detodan, SI (tocMchkn, 
T-1 Le Deflator], Mem- Beech, 8-1 Mtodrtevoee Gfri, IM MeM RUi 
FORM VERDICT 

THE TOASTER boosts a erfld sac at Sedgefieid ettortoHfai 

torn flgurasattto tackahce jdntog KM8 Mon mad 1283- 
OS. and ha tooks most MBly d the five hcrsoB kilha hano- 
mnn proper to run his race. NocWchlm and Unde Bert ware 
both below th* best last Arne out but haw raaacrafato dairne 
on o*dsr tarn 


4.30 


BUSINESS UNK COUNTY DURHAM 
NOVICE HURDLE <E) £3,000 2m If 

4.H SMART SPWT (F8) PD) MnAlfla«l0y4 H 3 PMm 

l DMMpJ)<CO>BHe*i5t>« -RJohnwn 

CO- XMCT5COUmnrf»9NMaBon8«S UrGCocter 

SP- BBWtESSTJW(F57) NSsCdft4108 i LWyor 

SSV3 Fffl.Al«Efl5HH»nnond4t)B DBanlfey 

20- pETERSSIHOUSEfl3^GMMoom4tt8 — JQflasta 

p. MHftntCStXJAWCHa JC0K3hnfl4t)3. KJohmon 

-7itoda»d-- 

BETTWG: 94 Sto«t SpW, » Wta. Pterten Hmae, 7-S-FMALhe, 
IM ptffe Count* 26-1 Bwito-a Star, B8-1 HatodfcSqonr . 
FORM VERDICT 

Smart 8drtt haa won ter last two w twidtoa, but iteea a 
{plow coma and iiMwm wtoner in MIRA, a tough mid- 
handlcspper on tfwFW, wfio appeared^ to take 
wd to hiadaa to July. She gats ■ narrow vote; though pn> 
mated bumpar winner Patartan Houaa la mapacted ■ 


5.00 


AUTUMN CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
HANDICAP HURDLE (F) £2,500 2m iKl 


3W-L ALPI«HB&W(^^MWEfl^5ttO_JU*liy 


1-3231 SANOABAH (13) (IQ Us ■ Ftonky 5 II 6. 


.GU 


56005- SARUARAN (HM) (D) F 7 V L C UcConWKk 

4C53- XAIPEIEt2Sg(CP)OTNMBian6toS S FT 

Tl-ffl K»CHHi(13)(CD)(BF)Ca«71012 
000-1 0URMSCff96)Bawi4'D7. 

4352-5 QAMSfS CHOICE [2D)P&ei8S6«)a 



jPPOd BflOAD OUTLOOK. W MSnthS t)Q ^MHNeughton 

-Stotond- 

MMn<nNemiOMlheAaaiflteiingf£aatoQufaatatf12CL . 
BETlWBrM AlpiM H d — ay, 3-1 San«fata^5-1 KtotiwmT-1 Our 
RU, M Smai!«n,)MpBto, DnlnV Ctatoe, 2M Broad ODtkwk 
FORM VERDICT 

ScKWto won wal last Sma, but la on a stltf mark and wsukl 
Mt want any more rato. A market mwra to ex-Man Our Mafc 
» P a mlei rti Chatea would be Wroatt i a but praterenc a 
is lor ALPINE HIDEAWAY wtoaccoontecT to Samtebarat 
MarhH Roan In June 


.25-1 SeMrk 

iVMen. 

rtmyortxmtn 
t^D 

4 E37Q fMOa C2 

ORE9M8DG8K eSdfiS Wmbc 084038. 
2J0: pfzmnovte antes! 

1. LLUAM _ .,...1. Dettori 44 fav 

2- Trinity KFWkmM 

X Res ShMUi M Mils B-2 


TMrWtfarMPBumrtatfiF bnaySeM 


Ing DesantOM, EO-1 Juh QBwd (SB»). 

S ran. E 1 Ys Z'/i E Tl (Mrarbsy coff 6y 
Ing The Sokt out or Safin Ftaeer, defend by D 
Lodsr ar Naeraarlqx lor SwM Uahwnmed). 
TWk £150: CL2D, CtfiOi DF: £240 CSF: £3£2. 


« OS 1. CYBWKA (Dane OTMQ M to; 2. 
Qraenstone 20-1; X NataBe Jay D-i 12 ran. 
M. 3. (R Harnn East EuMatoj) TbtetraDO; 

£14Q £UU Gzaa DF: C23JG CSF: ESZ7R ' 
2JBS 1. CAUDA GQUtHA (TCtowI&I tor2 
Lorel FtQh Adrahai fi-i; 3. Kram CS-l 15 ran. 
1 ■*. (M Chamoa Lpper Lntauni Tbtac CE10: 

cbbh Esso, ceoa DFrcaatn csf: man tw- 

oast £85119 Mt Cbn QM Dent*ig Mystery 
Esstarn ProptMa HetfSaoe. Longwick Lea 
22D: 1. HHPBVAL B£AUTY (P 6-4 to- 

2. Cape Graes n-B; a Mfraea a-1 4 ran. 'h 
toM (PUaUn. Ogboune Mtoeyl TWs: ClflO 
DF: Cun CSF: E30Z Mt Dene Jude. FOrania 
XStt 1. GOtXNM nmtK to Rutgri SAtmr, 
a. Rleti In Love t)-1 ; 3. Cornttowar Heida C- 
1 12 ran. I'A, M (D Lodat Newmarkstt IMk 
CIBO; CifitX G2W E8XI . DF: E&40L CSF: P431 
Wcaat EttEOa Mt HW Kaldouv 
t» 1. SADIAN (T cum) 4-7 tor. X Seerat 
Archive ti-fc X Wlntar Oerdea BA 3 ran. /i, 
•A. U Durtoa Arundaa Wtr Cwa DF: £230 
CSF: £357 


Clarke sparkles again 


: »2 Centra 



Bran.arto'fel^.htLltenaraweartwDane. 
MV out of Oemotf Coast. Ustedby HCeda 
Newmarket tor Gnurbiw Stebles Ltd l Tbta: 
£280: £i2a cm S3o Of : tnaa CSF: 
£B3Z Mt Kfcnah. Kkaneh (7-B) was wfctktam 
rut inter ontora. FUe4sppisstDalbe*a,de- 
dudfcn 20pm the twmd. 

20-1 

•jksis- J Fonmm 8-1 *** 


C80: 1. MOT1B1 OF PEARL (J Reid) 4-7 to. 
2. Annapurna 18-1 ; 3. Ouldaup 5-1 12 rarC 
jrukng.1 tnr Hd, ‘A. {P CtiepptoHyem. Menton) Tbte: etBO; 

Cite £240 £WO DF: £98a CSF: ewaa 
Sl 20: 1. MASTER MILLHELQ (S Drowno) 8-1: 
a. See Danzig 6-1 co tor, a. Bwlnstes The 
Bhma B-i eo to: «. Zermatt i4-i 17 ran. 6-1 
cotor Carver Doone 1 %. rk. (R ttodgea. Somar- 
ton) IMk £1180; £270 £190 £17Q £300 DF: 
£2650 CSF: ESBB7. Iricast E3R39 Mt Cas- 
ttoe Burning. 

Pfeoapoto £2430 Quadpot: BU» 

Place to £2271 Place 9: £840 


Hoeand B-1 

Dettori 26-1 
B-i For YBur Eyes 


Chem ns Cotevfc 

14-lBua, Emerald Hwgtvs. 

9 ran. 'h V4 X Z htt (WkrtorOarcoMl 
3W# out or Itoradorine, Bainad By M ,* 

M UtUehem to J Oavto AbMjJMe ... . 

£SSCt SMtX £1BD DF: £TfiflCLC8F; 15040 T»>- 


2. Fieri R WTla 11-1 



by Pair Mom out 'ai Swateft, frwted tof S 
Jcfhnston a MMMioh to J D»« Aitoo Tte: 
£&»; EUU £320 £Sm DF: £2880 CSF: 
iX&SS.'TltoasBIsa&aaMtDHMrAndStBSh- 
*7heHiUtoc ThaHKiarftM) waa nfthdraim 
rainier oriea. Rufe4 epphsio bMaai board 
prices erf* deduction Spiiiht pound 

ira^^D*QQCT B ^3- Dettori 2-1 tor 
*» ^ 

Alee hk h -4 toritoto Friend Mttg. 64 Pen* 

EUKLE350 dp rasa csfT 


FONTWELL 
Going: Good 

2.10: 1. ROBSITS TOY (A P McCoy) 3-* to; 
2.HMy« Mist W, 3. BuijpleleKl Lady D-I 6 
ran.* 3-/i. [M Pipe). Tbto: B1S0: Em £l» DF: 
£270 CSF: £366 . 

240: 1. AAVASAKSA {AP AfcCoy) Tl-4;2 Hfh 
Sea 12-1; 3. Rmmd Robin 7-2. io ran, 5-2 tav 
QOktan Lty (6tti) 10 11 (M Ptoel TWe: £340: 
£130 £330 EUtt DF; CS40 CSF: £3247. 
3.10: 1. GLADSTONE (Gary Lyons) 54 2. Via 
Dai Quetro 7-R 2 QunBMr Memory 4-5 to 
5 ran. 2. 7. (Mbs 8 Baxter) Toes: tek ClflU 
£230 DP ESBO CSF: ElOBft 
340:1. HTTIHE B87 ffl teldayl 4* to; 2 Dorrt 
ltolbn M: X GOy*a Cross 4-1 S ran. a 10 
(Ian wafers) Tbiac B150; £l«l £180 OF: £290 
CSP E38B. NR: Laaafeii Atooz. 

4.10: 1. MRS EM fT J Uiphyt W tod 2 Dr 
Rodari2-1:3. Inch Emperw5-i s can. r/., 
12 IpMOUto Hite! ClSOi £170 C150 DF- C2tl 
CSF: £500. 

440: 1. RffiHOSA (L Comm) 4-1; 2 Harts- 
qw> Wife 2-1 to;2QiMDfl«iiiiM6-18niL 
12 4. PI PBman). Tcate CEOO: CtSi MBO £240 
DF; CEO CSF; £842 TnCteC &S744. Wt 
FtoysIQcufi. 

Ptoeapot £220 Quadpot saea 
Ptoee K £iua Pteee & aasa 


DARKEN CLARKE went from 
the ridiculous to the sublime in 
the space of a few minutes 
yesterday as he set the first- 
round pace in the Canon Euro- 
pean Masters in Switzerland. 

Closing infest on Lee Tfest- 
wood at the top of Europe's 
Order of Merit - a £250,000 
deficit six weeks ago is down to 
£42,600 - the 30tyear-old Ul- 
sterman shot a seven-under- 
par 64 for a one-stroke kad over 
Sweden's Patrik Sjoland. 

Westwood, back from his hip 
injury managed onfy a TO, as efid 


a disconsolate Colin Mont- 
gomerie and Justin Hose, while 
Nick KaJdo’s return to form on 
his return from America is still 
awaited after a 71. 

Clarke opened with a drive 
and five-iron to within 12 inches 
of the flag for an eagle and by 
the time be reached the 15th 
hole was four under A perfect 
drive gave him hopes of 
another eagle, but what fal- 
lowed had him in fits of laugh- 
ter with his playing partner 
Sam Ibrrance. 

“It was a thing of beauty,” he 
said. “I tried to hit a high four- 
iron, but instead hit it low and 


faL J 00 yards left into a bunker 
Sam had just topped a seven- 
wood, so we both had a bit of a 
laugh.” 

From the bunker Clarke 
picked the ball out beautifully, 
hit the flag; and was unlucky 
that ft did not drop for an eagle. 

Since missing the cut at the 
Open Clarke has finished 
second, second, fourth and 
13th. He is on a bit of a rofl. 

The tournament is the first 
qualifying event for next year’s 
Ryder Cup, but the man who 
made his debut at Valderrama 
last September said: “That’s not 
on my mind at the moment." 


Tait ponders withdrawal 


EQUESTRIANISM 


by Genevieve Murphy 


BLVTH TAIT, who was straogty 
fended to win the Pedigree 
Chum Burghley Horse Trials on 
Chesterfield, may pull the 
horse out after disappointing 


— D •> S' 

. The New Zealander was par- 
ticularly unhappy with the 
marks awarded by one of the 
three judges, who gave 
Chesterfield 27 points less than 
the other judges. The discrep- 
ancy will be reviewed under a 
new system introduced this 


year by the FEI Three-Day 
Event Committee, but marks 
cannot be altered so that is of 
little help to Tait 

“I came here to have a crack, 
not just to get round,” Tbit 
said. “If Chesterfield is not in 
the top IS at the end of the dres- 
sage, I may withdraw rather 
than risk him over such a big 
and testing course.” 

It may not come to that The 
12-year-old gelding was tying 
fifth after yesterday’s first day 
of dressage and the 31 horses 
due into the dressage arena 
today (among them Taifs sec- 
ond mount, Aspyring) seem 


unlikely to push Chesterfield 
out Of tile top IS. 

Paddy Muir and Archie 
Brown, her home-bred 14-year- 
old who, as the result of a new 
training regime, is now com- 
fortable with four-star courses, 
held the lead yesterday evening 
with Pippa Rumen dose behind 
on Supreme Rock. 

■ Kristina Gifford's General 
Jock has become the latest in a 
string of top British horses to 
drop out of the Wbrid Equestri- 
an Games. The 13-year-old had 
an operation for colic yesterday 
and win be replaced by Nigel 
Tbyloron Tbe Frenchman IL 


L Mr £280: £130 


&0D: flm a 85ytto aMtetfa 
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Lapo-Lapu, M&rtU C»& FWnra. Shsp Sarah, 

25-1 .Tte Bbl 

22 ran. ‘h. VhX'k.3% (Wtonartoj-floWlfl 
tjfPmkmautnlm Ltdw. MinMto Mrou 
fferotoy u SsKmii to t * Mwy 

&%sssasuskK 

Acbpee Nawn txmfi9l40cwrtod tonrort 
toHBFtocktotey 

P to BfW t Cto64b Qosdpot £2620 
PtaraSTcsm Flaea S £3042. 


ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 

Draw dote: 2/9/98. The winning numbers: 7, 19, 27, 33, 39, 43. Bonus number: 9. 
Total Sales: £27,711,327. Prize Fund: £12X170.097 (45% Of ticket sales). 






Match 6 (jHckuot) 

16- 

£202.501 

£3.240,016 

Match 5 plus bonus ball 

55 

£18.125 

£996,875 

March 5 

1.S64 

£3S4 

£622.576 

Mat.cn 4 - 

49.184 

£27 

£1.327,068 

Match 3 

623.026 

£10 

£8.239.290 

TOTALS 

675,048 


£12.426.725 


OCametot Group pc- Mayers mow be 18 m mi. 


Brookaga (wins rwmfetf w*n w nepeu 21)- 143.372. 


* 


IN’ f-laW© RE im' 1H THE NATIONAL LOTTERY" 

In tha wont of any dtaspaney In Ito abom. tto date con t amod n Oratat cantrM tWW lyrnm shall pfflval. 
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24/ CRICKET 

Surrey’s 

collapse 

revitalises 
title chase 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Frirfav 4 Seoiember 1998 


By Jon Culley 
at Headmgiey 

Yorkshire 250-9dec & isi-4 
Surrey 147 

AN EXTRAORDINARY batting col- 
lapse involving the loss of 10 wickets 
for 80 runs seriously undermined 

Surrey's County Championship r-hal - 

leqge here yesterday 

Surrey’s rapid decline from 80 
'without loss to 140 all out handed 
Yorkshire an advantage they could 
not have envisaged as their own in- 
nings was falling apart the previous 
evening - until it was Amht»Hi«hpH 
handsomely by Craig White with his 
second half-century of the wwtnh 
This created a position from which 
it will be almost impossible for the 
Championship leaders to emerge 
with anything bettor than a draw. If 
that is the outcome following 
Gloucestershire's victory on 
Wednesday and Lancashire’s yes- 
terday the race would be throw 
wide open. 

After restricting Yorkshire to 250 
for 9, thanks to a successful final 
session on Wednesday, everything 
went to plan for Surrey in the first 
houryesterdayasMark Butcher and 
Ian Ward briskly set about putting 
Hollioake's game plan into practice. 

It had been the captain’s wish, in 
view of a poor weather forecast for 
the end of the week, to get batting 
points in the bag as quicker as pos- 
sible by way of insurance, he said, 
against a possible washout 

Bui after the opening pair had put 
on 80 in 25 overs came a deviation 
from the script as spectacular as 
Surrey’s rivals could have pished foe 
It was brought about mainly by a 
continuing run of form from the 
Yorkshire afl-rounder, Gavin Hamil- 
ton, whose recent improvement has 
led him to question the wisdom of 
committing himself to a limitwi in- 
ternational future with Scotland. 

Hamilton, taking advantage of a 
pitch still offering lively bounce and 
movement off the seam, ran through 


Britannic Assurance 
Championship 
Lancashire v Derbyshire 


OLD TRAFFORD (Da* 3 of 4): LaBC*Sltfr» (Upts) beat 
Derbyshire (Gpesj by » lonhigs end 8 nua 

VfilV iK’n .-.■'TS 

DERBYSHIRE — Him Innings 281 [Cusir 70. Deftelus 

69) 

LANCASHIRE — First Innings Oversight 214-2 
Rise Innings Coned 


A Flintoff c Weston b DeFtelUS 14 II 19 32 

TIN K Hejg c Weston b Conor IS 0 3 37 38 

•Mfcwmi Abram c Roberts b Cassar 13 1 1 10 16 

I D Austin run out 3 0 0 7 6 

u Chappie c Blackwell b Roberts .42 I 4 64 73 

P J Martin b Clarke ~ -2 0 0 13 8 

GKeedybCanar 7 0 1 8 21 

Earns Ibb Jb4 w 9 nb6) 23 

feul (95.1 avers) - _.. . ...^M 7 

IW1: 1 - 1 3. 2-7S. 3-2 1 8. 4-247. 5-276. 6-302. 7-30S. 8-445, 
9-452. 

Bowling: □ G Cork 19-3-57-2. PA J DeFreitas 17-3-68-2. 1 
DBUckweH 10-1-87-0, ME Cassar 1 3.1-0-65-3. GM Roberts 
2I-3-I24-1. VPCtWfce 15-1-77-1. 

DSRBYSH1RV — Second Innings 


Sunny’s inningg to gnrh rlp’pnohoKrfg 

effect that he finished with figures of 
7 for 50 In 17J overs. Matthew Hog- 
gard, only 21 and another product of 
Ybrfcshfre’s successful academy col- 
lected three wicbete. 

Fbr 24-year-old Hamilton, raised 
in Kent but bora in Scotland, the 
analysis represented his fourth 
career-best display in three match- 


Glamorgan last month and followed 
that with 6 for 50 against Essex. 

Hamilton has been chosen to 
play for England in nest month’s 
World Super Max Eights in Perth but 
by agreeing to play for Scotland 

a gains t Bangiartoth garjigr this ye a r 
he disqualified himself from repre- - 

S dntingflnglan ri in official 1P.P. com- 
petitions. Given that consideration 
for an England A place might have 
been on foe cards, he is appealing 
against his ineligibility on the 
grounds of confusion over foe rules. 

This, of course, was of no conse- 
quence to Surrey as the departure 
of Butcher who played over a full- 
length ball from Hamilton, precipi- 
tated Surrey’s rapid decline. Ward 
was lbw to Hoggard, Nadeem 
Shahid fenced to White at first slip 
and Ally Brown nicked an 
outswinger to the keeper four wick- 
ets falling in six overs for 18 runs. 

Worse was to Mow after lunch as 
conditions continued to aid swing as 
well as seam movement as Alec 
Stewart and both Adam and Ben 
HoIIioake departed wife the total an 
125. Martin BickneU, splendidly 
caught by David Byas at second slip, 
became Hamil ton's sixth victim be- 
fore Hoggard tore out Sr gin in Mu&h- 
taq’s off-stump. Hamilton completed 
his work by trapping Joey Ben- 
jamin as Surrey conceded a first-in- 
nings lead of 103. 

Surrey might have hoped their own 
seamers would redress the balance 
but it was not until White and 
Matthew Wbod had taken Yirfeshire’s 
lead beyond 200 that two quick strikes 
hy Ben HoOfoake gave them hope of 
pegging back the home side. 






Leicestershire’s Phil Simmons hats Warwickshire bowler Ashky Giles for six on the way to 68 at Edgfagton yesterday AU sport 

Lloyd strikes in double time 


BY DAVE HADFIELD 

at Old Tkaflord 

Derbyshire 281 and 198 
Lancashire 487 

Lancs tom by wmtngg and 8 runs 

WHILE ONE member of the Lloyd 
family was waiting to hear whether 
he would keep his job, another was 
doing his to near perfection as Lan- 
cashire beat Dextyshire to increase 
foe pressure on Surrey at the top of 
foe County Championship. 

It might have been an uncom- 
fortable day for the England coach, 
David, but bis son, Graham, bad one 
to remember as. he hammered the 
bowling of tomorrow's NatWest final 
opponents for an unbeaten 212. 

It was a mild surprise when the 
youngs’ Lloyd was named this week 
in En gland' s one-day party after a 


fairly undistinguished season that 
had brought him just one century. 
But yesterday he built on his 
overnight 58 with some savage hit- 
ting. When he had finished inflicting 
his damage .on Derbyshire, Lan- 
cashire’s bowlers took over finish- 
ing Derbyshire’s second innings 
stffl eight runs short of the Lan- 
cashire total 

It took John Crawley two balls at 
the start of the day to complete his 
century, working Dominic Cork 
away square for four The last ball 
of the same over saw him dismissed, 
«mght by Karl KHkfam when he 
nicked one off his hip. But he was 
then comprehensively upstaged by 
Lloyd, although it seemed for a 
time that he mi ght not find the 
partners to stick with him. Andrew 
Flintoff, Warren Hegg and Wasim 
Akram all got into their teois before 


ghrfog up thefrwicketetamefy before 
Ian Austin was the victim of an ex- 
traordinary run out 

Having edged through the dips, 
Austin set offfor the other end at his 
leisure, only for Cork to pursue foe 
ball, retrieve it just before the rope 
and uproot the middle stump at the 
bowler’s end on the fall. It’ was ’a 
spectacular piece of cricket in tune 
with a spectacular match. 

Much of the spectacle camefram 
Lloyd, who found his most reliable 
henchman in Glen Chappie. ‘‘Son.of 
Bumble” reached his century in a 
fluent but sensible 123 balls and then 
went completely berserk, hammer- 


The prospect of a defeat inade 

two days now hung over the viators 

and fiie collapse almost began im- 
mediately but Wasim put down a 
catch when Kim Barnett sliced 
Peter Martin on four; another edge 
from the opener flashed through the 
slips when he was on 24 but he was 
out to Wasim one run later. 

Michael May, Matthew Cassar 
and Ben Spendtove all went without 
suggesting that they could take the 


Smith and 
Simmons 
set target 
for Lara 


by Henry blofeld 
atfidgbaston 

Leicestershire 389 & 291-6 dec; 
Warwickshire 276 & 46-0 

AN INNINGS of splendid and forth- 
right Scottish determination by 
Dougie Brown enabled Warwick- 
shire to save the follow on with eight 

wickets down. Leicestershire were 
then indebted to the spirited stroke- 
play of Ben Smith, for the second 
time in the match, and Phil Simmons 
to leave Wanrickshire a target of 405 
in a minimum of 109 overs. 

Warwickshire had to survive 13 
overs last night andflHck Knight and 
Mark Wagh made a most uneasy 
start against Alan Mullally and Chris 
Lewis. Then, Wfcgfa began to time the 
hall well and they go into the last day 

needfog 359 more to wte with all their 
second-innings wickets intact 

On a wearing pitch where the ball 
is begbming to keep low; it may well 
be that the weather forecast, un- 
compronristegty bad far today will be 

Leicestershire’s greatest enemy. If 
they can pick up 24 points they will 
overtake Surrey at the top erf the table, 
barring miracles at Headmgiey. 

Although Brown and Nefl Smith 
added 62 in the first 10 overs of the 

dqy Leicestershire wffl have had high 
hopes of enforcing the follow-on 
whm Simmons held on to a fierce re- 
turn catch from Smith and, one run 
later Keifo Piper was bowled round 
his legs by Matthew Brimson. This 
made the scone 220 for 8 with 20 runs 
stffl needed, but Brown and Ashley 
Giles saw the danger pass. 

Itwas dear from Leicestershire’s 

p p pf pj irh in fo pir Kwranfl inning s that. 

they wanted to get Warwickshire in 
agate before the end of foe third day 
It is never easy to judge a declara- 
tion when Brian Lara is playing for 
the opposition and the likelihood of 
rate further complicated foe issue. 

The tendency of most captains is 
to bat on for too long and often the 
best answer is arrived at when the 
side wanting to dedare is bowled out, 
sparring foe captain foe decision. If 
the side batting last thinks it has a 
chance of winning, they will be that 


with four fours and two sixes, in one 
Over before lunch. Chappie went for 
42 and LJoyd then farmed the strike 
to reach his double century and re- 
main undefeated. 


teg Martin to Hegg and Wasim re- 
mavtalfe Vince Clarke and ElackwelL 
In (he last over of the day Martintook 
Glenn Roberto and Lancashire were 
second in foe county table. 


Warwickshire * Leicestershire 

EDGBASTON (Day 3 of 4): Marwfcfcstilra (6 pH), nM 
an second-tarings wfcmu In band, require 359 raw to 
bnt Leicestershire (8 pts) 

locnKntm mop toss 

LEICESTERSHIRE — First Innings 38 9 fftMitf 99. Smith 
66. Brimson 54no. Munton 4-90) 

m W lOB HW e — First tarings 0**»st*ht 1 57-6 (Lewis 

4-50) . 

First tamings Cooed 

Rims fis 4s Bis Mn 

D R Brown c Smith b Lewis 75 2 11 138 181 

N M K Smith c & b Simmons — 13 0 2 28 43 

IK J Piper b Brimson — — 0 0 0 4 3 

A F Giles not out .. .-.34 0 7 31 51 

E S H GHdlns c Nixon b Simmons -0 0 0 1 1 

Extras (bl (64 w8 nb35J.._ «8 

-Altai (663 users) - 276 

rare 1-11. 2-13. 3-70. 4-87. 5-149. 6-157. 7-219. 8-220. 
9-271. 

BowOag: A D MuUaBy 17-1-77-0. C C Lewis 18-2-76-5. O J 
Maims 8-1-35-0, V J Wells 3-1-10-0. M T Brimson 10-4-19- 
1. P V Simmons 10.3-2-544. 


K J Borne:: t hurtjrotrver 6 Aktom. . 

25 

0 

4 

41 

46 

M R M.iv b Akram 

.11 

0 

I 

39 

57 

RMS Weston lbw b Chappie 

.40 

0 

5 

93 

126 

M E G>ivu c Akram b Marlin 

.. -.4 

0 

1 

7 

5 

D L SpmdJovr C Sub b Austin 

, ..9 

0 

0 

36 

37 

*0 G Co*k lbw b Martin 

SO 

1 

7 

62 

72 

V P Clarke c 6 b Akrom 

..71 

0 

2 

20 

32 

P A 1 DeFreitas t Hegg b Moron 

...12 

0 

2 

19 

23 

♦K M Krtfcken nor out . 

.. 7 

0 

I 

12 

18 

1 P Blackwell b Akram 

O 

0 

0 

2 

0 

G M Roberts b Mon in . , 

. ...0 

0 

0 

11 

12 

CrinH (JbS nt>241 

fecal (55 «wr»l 

ran: 1-51. 2-58. 3-6J. 4-85, 5-163, 

..79 

1M 

. 6-163. 7-191. 8-191. 



Runs 

6* 

4» 

Bta 

Mta 

V J Wells b Gridins.. 

15 

0 

3 

23 

27 

D L Maddy c Piper b GWcHns 

19 

0 

3 

40 

45 

1 1 Sutcliffe st Piper b Giles 

36 

0 

6 

77 

92 

B F Smith lbw b Munton 

87 

0 

M 

114 

144 

*P V Simmons c Hemp b Munton 

68 

2 

8 

62 

82 


16 

0 

0 

27 


IP A Mxon st Piper b Smith 

12 

0 

2 

16 

15 

C C Lewis not out 

-20 

0 

2 

19 

12 


Extras (68 168 w2). 18 

Ibcal (for 6 dec, 63 own) . 29 1 

ran: 1-26. 2-51. 3-127. 4-227. S-246. 6-265. 

Did Not Bae D J Milhn, M T Brimson. A D MtriUly: 
Bowling" E S H Gkfcftu 12-3-50-2. T A Munton 20-2-74-2. 
D R Brown 7-1-35-0. A F Giles 200-92-1. NM K Smith 4- 
0-24-1. 


9-191. 

Bowl i ng: Wasim Akram 16-2-66-4, P I Martin 16-4-45-4. 1 
D Austin 10-2-26-1. G needy 8-1-38-0. G Chappie 5-0-18-1. 
Umpires: M 1 Kitchen and R Palmer 

Somerset v Worcestershire 

TAUNTON (Peg 3 of 4): M ta re — te rsrire (5 pts) are load, 
feg Jomsnrr (6 pcs) by 171 runs wtth 4 second-tarings 
wickets In hand 

:V'- ( • ».V » tv "1 

WORCESTERSHIRE — First tarings 224 (Haynes 56. Cad- 
dick 8-64) 

SOMERSET — First tarings Ossrrigbt ISM (Haynes 4- 
38) 

Hist tarings Cooed 

fern 6s 4s Bis Hd 

M Burro tall out M J 9 « '» 

tR Jlirroer »w 6 Lampltt -.-A 0 l 17 1J 

G D Rose c Hteli 6 Chapman 52 0 3 66 133 

A R GxkSKk e Hslee* 6 leriherdale... 24 0 2 73 

S Jones mi “ 0 2 25 24 

Extras (lt>7 wlfirW) 

■total (CM u sers) — . t na 

raib 1-20. 2-33. 3-41. 4-78. 5-1 15. 6-115. 7-137, 8-1BB. 

R j Owpnwr 20.4-4-81-2. G R Haynes 24-7-74^. 
STL 20-5-S4-2. * K Klmgwor* 5-2-17-0. D Catter- 
Jl liSai -a DALratherdale 6-1-19-1 


A HaPaes b Cadrick.... 

•G A Hu* c Bums 6 «»e • 
v 5 SoUnW c PWR 8 “ wr * e — 

0 A IMtherdale tow 


Rons 6* 4a 

Bb Mta 

3 

0 

0 

14 

10 

1 

0 

Q 

15 

30 

„..110 

2 

17 

126 

165 

^..aa 

1 

6 

54 

60 

. 16 

0 

3 

40 

47 

.0 

0 

0 

3 

5 

as 

0 

3 

51 

36 


0 

4 

65 

77 


G R Hoyn« « c - ° „ 

S R Lampin no* ” 0 4 65 77 

«»«» (M nW! - id 

^fT*****^*-'**- 5 ‘ ,65> 6,176 

-toBacD CACtwalL R K Hhngworth, R J Chapman. 

7r caddick 1 6-5-43-3. S Jones 10-3-39-0. M E 
Vo-M o D Rose *0-2-42-7 A R K Pierson 9- 

J C toWmtooe »d G I smsess. 


N V Kmgnt not oat — 3 O O 36 51 

M A Wagh not out ..... ..37 0 7 43 51 

Extras (w2 nb2) —.4 

Tteal (ter O. ns ge a rs) 4* 

1b Bat: O L Hemp, *B C Lara, A Singh. D R Brown, t KJ Pipes 
A F Giles. N M K 5ml cn. T a Munton. E S H GkJdms. 
BowRnr A O MulUlly 3- 1 -6-0. C C Lewis 4-2-5-0. V j Melts 
3-0-23-0. MTBnmson 2-0-60. PVSmmons 1-0^0. 
Umpires: G Sharp and i D Uayds. 

Yorkshire * Surrey 

KEADtNGUTV {Day 3 of 4): MdUrt (6 pts) in load- 
ing Surrey (4 pes) by 254 runs mkh 6 socnnil Inringt 
■dekots tat band 

YORKSHIRE — First tarings 2504 dec. (Wftste 55. Byas 
52. Butcher *-aij 

SURREY — First tarings Ousrrdgbr 17-0 
First Innings Cowd 

Runs 6s 4s Bta Mn 

M A Butcher tow 6 Hamilton. —40 0 6 89 97 

l i VIM tow b Haggard 26 O 3 62 11 1 

N Stehri C Wnite b Hamilton .7 0 1 18 15 

A 1 Stewart tow b Karmfftm 13 0 I 31 47 

A D Brawn e Blahey b HomHton _... 3 0 18 9. 

■A i Hoiftoake c Blahey 6 Hoggard 16 0 2 28 34 

B C HoUtoaKe c WWcr 6 Hamilton.- .0 0 0 5 7 

MN Batty not out 3 0 0 41 51 

M P BichneO c Byas b Homiiron,— .6 0 1 B 10 

Saqkain Mushcaq b Hoggard — 2 0 0 13 17 

J E Beniamin tow 6 Hamilton 3 0 0 12 17 

Extras {610 R>4 w2 nb4) 20 

fetal (52.1 suers) 117 

Pafl: I-8a 2-86. 3-88. 4-98. 5-12S. 6-125. 7-125. 8-131. 

9-140. 

Bouritag: C E W SVerwgod 9-2-41-0. P M Hutchison 1 1 -3- 
24-0, O' M Hamilton 17.1-4-50-7. M i Hoggard 15-6-18-3. 

TORKStORE — Second Innings 

Rm 6* 4S Bis Min 

CWNKiKKout 32 1 IT 137 206 

M P feughar e Batty 6 Botcher B O 1 63 78 

M J wood c Batty b B C HoRioahe JO O 3 48 58 

"D Byas c Barry b B C HoBoNKm .6 0 1 13 14 

G M Feiiows c Ward b Bidmell— -18 0 3 42 48 

BRw »l Jbl 2 UW) — - -17 

fecal (ter 4, 50.1 own 151 

Rdt 1-46.2-107. 3-123. 6-151. 


fe Bae tR J B la key. G M Hamilton. B Parker. CEW Sher- 
wood. P M Hutritbon. M J Hoggard. 

Bouritag: M P Bldcneil 13.1-4-29-1. J E Ben|amin 4-1-14-0. 
B C Hoi Hooke 14-2-35-2, M A Butcher 10-2-26-1. A J Hoi- 
lioake 7-2-16-0. SaqbUn Mu^itaq 2-0-18-0. • 

Umpires: A Clarkson and N T Plews. 

Hampshire v Middlesex , » 

SOUTHAMPTON (Davy 4 of 4): Hampshire (21 pcs) beat 
Mlddtasex (8pcs) by 7 wkkets 

Hampshire non ton 

MIDDLESEX — Hr* tarings 437 (Strauss 83. Getting 77. 
Ketdeborough 60. Brown 53) 

HAMPSHIRE — First Innfegs 311 (WMce 106. Mascaron- 
has 63. Johnson 4-75) 

MIDDLESEX — Second tarings Ovemlgta 105-2 
Second Imdngs Coned 

Runs 6s 4s Bis Min 

R A Ketdeborough not out...... -62 2 8 90 357 

M W Gatdng ret ut — 33 0 6 41 273 

P N Meekes not out 39 0 6 16 17 

aura s [b16 (64 w8 nb4) 32 

fetal (ter 2 dac. 33 osnru) -173 

FsBj 1-19. 2-41. 

DM Not Bae MK R Brawn K P Dutch. RLJohnsoaJP Hewitt. 

C J Bate. P C R HifnelL 

Bomfetg: NAM McLean 9-3*19-0, P J Hartley 7-2-19-1, K 
D James S-1-21-0. AC Morris 6-1-31-1. J P Stephenson 1- , 
0-3-0. R A Smith 3-0-29-0. A N Aymes 2-0-31-0. j 

HAMPSHIRE — Soared tarings ! 

Rons 6n 4s BIS Min 

G W White c GoodchHd b Weekes 47 0 5 72 107 

J P Stephe n son c Strauss b TbtecM ...105 1 15 162 199 

W S Kendall not out— 78 1 8 119 134 

NAM McLean c Johnson b Ibfnefl 10 1 1 -8 14 

•R A Smith not out 21 0 3 28 27 

Extras [66 166 wl8nbl2) 40- 

Tbta/ (for 3, 63J owns) 307 

raa: 1-141. 2-231. 3-259. 

DM Not Bat: tA N Aymes. M Keecti. A O Mascarenhos, K O 
James. AC Morris. PJ Hartley. 

Willing- J P Hewitt 1 3-0-79-0. C J Ban 5-0-35-0. RL John- 
son 1 1-2-42-0. P C R H/frieU 21-2-80-2. P N Weekes 10.5- 
3-42-1. KP Dutch 3-0-13-0. 

Um p ires : B Dudleson and R A White. 

Sussex y Glamorgan 


Third NatWest Under 1 9 Test 

England w Pakistan 

CHELMSFORD (Day 4 of 4): Pakistan boat England by 
5 wickets 

PakrJan Under 19 won loss . 

BMLAHD — rase tarings 423 (Key 88. Logan 71 no. Gough 
67. Grow 61. Irfan fiazll 4-141) 

RAIDSTAN — First tarings 359 (Imran Nazir 65. Irfan Fazfl 
62 no. Hasan Rata 60. Franks 4-64) 

BMLAND — Second tarings 162 (Kasrif Raw 4-26. ZaWd 
Soeed 4-73) 

PAKISTAN — S oa re d tarings Ownrigtt 31-0 
S to re! Innings Coned 


Glamorgan 
lose their cool 


Runs 6s 

4S 

Bis Min 

30 

1 

3 

23 

44 

98 

0 

11 

179 

226 

__.22 

0 

2 

41 

47 

- 7 

0 

1 

9 

13 

24 

0 

3 

31 

35 

1 

0 

0 

12 

11 

24 

.....23 

0 

3 

58 

71 


Imren Nazir c Wallace b Shah 1 0 0 12 11 

Faisal Iqbal not out 24 0 3 58 71 

i nn s (b6 Ib7 w2 nb8) 23 

fetal (tar 5. 57.4 own) ....aTa 

rail: 1-64. 2-112. 3-123. 4-164. 5-167. 

DM Roc Bae Zayyad Oayyum. Irfan F«D. Zahld Saeed. 
Kashir Roza. 

B ow fh tg: PJ Ranks 15-1-55-1. R Logan 6-1-25-1. JO Grove 
5-0-36-0. G J Swann 7-2-15-0. G R Haywood 12-0-47-1, O 
A Shah 12-3-29-2. R W T Key 0.4-0-9-0. 

Umpires: J H Harris and B Lendbeater. 

Britannic Assurance Championship Table 


-JB2 

1 

H 

737 206 

— JB 

0 

1 

63 

78 

...20 

0 

3 

48 

58 


0 

1 

>3 

14 

IB 

—17 

-151 

0 

3 

42 

48 


HOVE pay 4 of 4}: Soman p2pts) tame Gtamoigmi (fens) 
by 18 rues 

Sense* won less 

SUSSEX — First taotags 332 (Newell 84. Mwtta-Jenkins 
78. Rao 76. Thomas 4-63} 

GLAMORGAN — Hrst taring* 353-8 dac. (Maynard 94. 
Coney 91) 

SUSSEX — Second tarings Oranlgbc 163-9 
Saeood I nn i ngs Coned 

Runs 6* 40 Bis Min 

M A Robinson not out 4 0 0 16 151 

JDLewryb Thomas. — .2 0 0 11 139 

Extras (U2 toll] 13 

fetri (62 own) 166 

ran: 1-22. 2-31. 3-65. 4-99. 5-110. 6-122. 7-158. 8-15& 
9-161. 

Bouritag: O T ftrttn 14-7-26-1. A P Oories I T -3-22-2. ft 0 
B Croft 13-4-34-2, S D Thomas 14-2-48-2. A Dale 10-3-23- 
3. 

GLAMORGAN — Second tarings 

Rons 6« 4s Bis Mlo 

AW Brens c Wreeb Marin-Jeridns ,„.JI 0 2 29 32 

W L Low lbw b Mardn-Jenkins 25 0 5 29 44 

A Dale c Mams b Mardn-Jenkins 37 o 3 69 111 

*M P Maynard c Adams b Mardn-JenklnsO 0 0 2 1 

P A Coney lbw b Robinson _.1 0 0‘7 3 

M J PowdJ C Wvm b Rtowson 5 0 1 75 26 

R D B Craft c Adams b Mardn-Jenkins. _0 0 0 1 2 ■ 

S 0 Thomas c WHmn b Marrin-JenkJns.23 I 3 29 32 

A P B astes b Mart i n J eri d ns .4 0 0 16 16 

tA □ Shaw not 3 0 0 11 14 

O T Parkin c Sub b RoWnson.. 1 0 0 5 3 

tens (tb5 w2 nb12}- 19 

fecal (for 10 , 343 oners) 127 

rant 1-20. 2-40. 3-4 1 . 4-42. 5-62. 6-65. 7-105. 8-115, 9- 
126. 

BowEng: R J RinJey 6-2-35-0. R S C Mardn-Jenkins 16-2- 
54-7. M A Robinson 12.3-2-33-3. 

Umpires: R Jutan and K E Palmer. 
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18 
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Kxfc*ifcE(6) 

201 

SussetTlS) 

171 

Kent (2) 
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Harnpotare (14) 

170 

Wfarwtcksfire (4) 

168 

14 

5 

4 

5 

24 

51 

14 
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6 

3 

30 

50 

Somerset (12) 

14 

5 

6 

3 

25 

42 


AXA League "fable 


Lancashire (3) 15 10 2 0 3 46 

Essex (7) 15 9 3 1 2 42 

VtenridcsWre (J) 16 8 5 O 3 38 

Hampsttre (75) 15 8 6 0 1 34 

feritshfre (10) 15 6 6 0 1 34 

Kent (2) 15 7 5 0 3 34 

Ldoescenhire (4) 15 7 6 0 2 32 

MxJdte«(16) 15 7 6 0 2 32 

GtoUSfnj 16 6 6 0 4 32 

Derbyshire (14) 16 6 7 0 3 30 

Worcestershire (8) 15 6 6 1 2 30 

Somerset (6) IS 6 7 1 1 28 

(4005(12) 15 6 7 1 1 28 

Narthancs (9) .16 5 7 1 3 . 28 

Gtamarem(f3) 15 5 8 0 2 24 

Suss* (IS) 15 5 8 0 2 24 

Dwtiam (17) 15: 4 7 1 3 24 

Surrey (5) 15 1 12 0 2 6 

SECOND JOOlMmCffiHPfnfcTl (by flTfbtt):flgntoan8>- 

nn: Gloucester 160 (KJ tones 5-41) & 291 (MJ Church 
145no. O ■bytar 54. D InHY 5-68). Nor chants 464-7 dec 
(JN Snape lOOno. Ml Powell 74. TC Walton 70. W Jeffer- 
soo 64). Northanta won by an innings and 13 nms. 

Today’s fixtures <10.30 start unless wdicMcd] 

BRITANNIC ASSURANCE COUNTY CHAMP 1 - 
OFSH 1 R (Day 4 of 4 ). Old TyaffoRl: Lancashire v 
Derbyshire ( 10 . 1 5 ). Thimmc Somerset v Worcester- 
shire. Edgbesmu Warwickshire v Leicestershire. 
Headlngley: VbrksWre v Surrey. 


BY JOHN COLLIS 
at Hove 

Sussex 332 & 166; 

Glamorgan 353-8 & 127 
Sussex to on by 18 runs 

ROBIN MARTIN- JENKINS 
tr undling up the hill from the 
sea, bowled Sussex to an tm- 
JSkety win yesterday Glamor- 
gan, who over the first three 
days had looked to possess the 
tougher edge to Ihefr game, lost 
their way in seeking a modest 
146 runs. Either side of hmch, 
it seemed that the cool head of 
Adrian Dale, to affiance with the 
fast bowler Darren Thomas - 
whose head operates at a 
somewhat higher temperature 
-should surely see the^ viators 
home, despite the double blow 
of losing Matthew Maynard 
and Tony Cottey for 184 fewer 
runs than the pair had assem- 
bled in the first innings. 

Howevei; each time Glam- 
organ took another stride to- 

wards victory Martin- Jenkins, 
smoothly supported fay Mark 
Robinson, stopped them m 
their tracks, they last won at 
Hove in 1975, and once more 
will be glad to leave town. 

Martfajenldns I s tall and 
persevering and though less 
than full pace ife hits the pitch 

har d, anri fan rfip in an a ofnrratp 


! it 1 


strokes before he became the first 
of leper’s two stumping victims. 
After that, Smi th and Simmons put 
on exactly 100 in 17 o vers and Lewis 
went on untiUhe lead had topped 400. 




game into ite final dag but Robin life- • much more lihety to get themselves 
stim and Cork attempted to steady into trouble in pursuit of victory. It 
the ship. When both went lbw in con- is a fine balancing operation, 
secutive overs Derbyshire were Leicestershire’s first two second- 

dose to ogritulatiozL The end came inning s wickets fell to Ed Giddins. 


fogfrp «yyn QTT«n'Rlnpl ny p |1 TnT-9Jt iraprifragra-thatta ifli TVugiwutnraulp j »^fah^ rt d MM haaph|fedeen»egOOd 


yorkec Haring made a careen 
best 78 in foe first innings he has 
now improved his best bowfing 
figures a huge margin. From 
3 for 22 to 7 for 54. 

Although foe new-look Sus- 
sex are enjoying an excellent 
season there is some serious 
signing to be done in the winter 
lb enter a match without a 
specialist spinner; even on a 
green wicket, suggests that the 
cupboard is bare rafoer than de- 
libeiatety unopened. And Chris 
Adams is, at present, their only d 
batsman of mature class. 

Of course, far most of the 
season Michael Bevan, now 
limbering up for the Common- 
wealth Games, filled both roles, 
but international commit- 
ments, particularly in World 
Cup yean and the everpresent 
risk of fafony means that Sus- 
sex must strengthen their hand 
in these vital areas. 

Martin- Jenkins’ memories - 
of this game could have been 
somewhat different When 
Glamorgan's pugnacious open- 
er; Wayne Law, was on 16, foe 
Sussex bowler dropped him. 
The next ball stung his fingers . 
on its way to the boundary and 
the next flew wide of him for an- ■ 
other four. The Glamorgan 
charge was under way and it 
was the job of Martin-Jenkms / 
personally to put a stop to it ^ 


DeFreitas in control 


PH3L DEFREITAS enters 
tomorrow’s NatWest Trophy 
final against his former coun- 
ty Lan c as h ire, haring com- 
plied the transformation from 
young firebrand to wise elder 

statesman. 

The 32-year-old Derbyshire 
all-rounder would not have 
been the first choice as an ex- 
ampleto younger players when 
he was first attracting notice 
both cm and off the field with 
Leicestershire. 

Stories of dressing-room 
pranks and rumours of more 
than one pane of glass being 
shattered in foe frustration of 


being unable to fulfil his 
undoubted potential gave De- 
Freitas a reputation as a trou- 
blesome character. 

• However; now he has more 
responsibility and says: **I 
enjqybehang the younger play- . 
os. When I first started, peo- 
ple called me foe bad boy of 
cricket 

“I was called a hot-head and 
lots of other things and tf I can 
help younger players through 
that period of that career; give 4 
them advice and guide them on ' 
which ever direction I feel they ' 
should go. I fed pleased about - 
doing that” 
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Ost s’ Venus in 
Sr conflict 

i over arm 
patch 


l f 



BY JOHN ROBERTS 
at Flushing Meadow 

VENUS WILLIAMS has con- 
ceded only five games on the 
way to the the third round of the 
United States Open, where she 
was a finalist last yean The 1&- 
year-old American has been 
able to loosen up with com- 
fortable victories against Ger- 


n thr 

; titles 


* is r. 1 



won one game in the first 
round, and Luxemborg’s Anne 
Kremer, who was defeated 
. yesterday, 6-1, 6-3. 

t Kremer; ranked No 137 in 
the world, detained Williams on 
the Arthur Ashe Stadium Court 
for 58 minutes, during which 
I Williams patched up a row 

with the Women's Tennis As- 
sociation Tout 

The Williams sisters are 
v rarely out of the spotli gh t 

Venus’s latest collection of 
sleeveless tennis dresses have 
not impressed the WTA Tom; 
... who insist that leading players 

wear the Thor's logo patch on 
a sleeve. 

Fines range from from $100 
‘/•It (£63) for a first offence, im- 
_ v posed on WBEams after her 
opening match against Vfegna; 
~ up to $25,000 for subsequent 

matches. Williams avoided 
r bang fined $500 fix- a second of- 
fence yesterday by wearing the 
patch on a shoulder strap. 

“It just seems I am always in 
the middle of controversy, so it 
_ is nothing new for me,” she 
said. “Generally, I always wear 
the patch when I play” Teasing 
reporters who asked for details 




fi. 
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By Dave hadfield 

AS NEW competitions go, the 
First Division play-offs, which 
start this weekend, have more 
imponderables than most Ffew 
people yet understand how 
they work; even fewer know for 
certain where they will lead. 
Best of all nobody has a due 
who will win. 

Although the First Division 
followed Super League in 
adopting an Australian-style 
play-off series, they gel the 
privilege of being the guinea 
pigs by starting a month before. 

Think of it as a very rough 
ga me of musical chairs, with 
one team dropping off the end 
each week between now and 
the final on 26 September; and 


Esther Swinton or Peather- 

stone wiH go this week The win- 
ner plays the loser of Sunday’s 
other match, between Hull KR 
and Dewsbury and the winner 
of that game meets Wakefield 
Trinity; who have this week oft 
fora place in the Grand Final 
Simple, isn’t it? 

After about 10 years, it 


of her next line of clothing; she 
said: “I think we win have to 
wait fin- the ultimate outfit, but 
they are going to get better 
each time.” 

Serena Williams, Venus’s 
younger sistez; is next in the 
frame. Short of caning hi' Don 
King, it would be difficult to 
amplify the hype surrounding 
the 16-year-oid Serena's third- 
round match against Irina Spir- 
lea, the Romanian No 8 seed. 

Fhnnfy honour is at stake. In 
last year’s semi-final between 
Spiiiea and Vfenus Williams, it 
may be remembered, neither 
player would concede ground as 
they walked to their chairs dur- 
ing a diangaoverTte result was 
a confrontation, shoulder-to- 
shoulder The incident became 
the talk of the tournament. 

Richard Williams, father of 
the pair; said Sjxriea was tacky 
she had not bumped into 
Serena, who might have 
kincfaed her down. The ymn^ 
WHlianis sister tfid not shy away 
from such a suggestion when in- 
terviewed after her second- 
round win a gainst B ulgari a’s 
Pavlina Stoyanova, 6-2, 6-L 

“Sometimes I can get out of 
control” Serena said. “If that 
{bump} bad happened, I prob- 
ably wouldn't be ho- here right 
now. I probably wouldn't be 
able to play on the WTA Thun” 

Arantxa Sanchez Vicario, 
the French Open champion, 
seeded No 4, advanced to round 
three with 6-3, 6-2 win against 
Fabiola Zuloaga, a Colombian 
teenager; ranted No 129. The 

South Afric an Amanda 

seeded No 13, beat Raluca 
Sandu, of Romania, 6-0, 6-2. 








Spam's Arantxa Sanchez Vicario prepares to serve on the way to defeating Fabiola Zulnaga, of Colombia, at the US Open yesterday 
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Britain 
depleted 
by new 
absentee 


BY IAN GORDON 

DARREN CAMPBELL, the 
newly-crowned European 100 
metres champion, yesterday 
dealt another blow to Britain's 
team for nest week’s TOuid Cup 
in Johannesburg by with- 
drawing because of injury. 

Campbell who has a ham- 
string problem, wffl be replaced 
by his Belgrave dub-mate 
Dwain Chambers who he beat 
to win the sprint title in Bu- 
dapest last month. 

The 24-year-old is the third 
of Britain’s six individual men's 
winners in the Europeans to 
have pulled out. He joins Doug 
Walker; the 200m champion, 
and the triple jumper Jonathan 
Edwards, who pulled out with 
an ankle injury which has been 
troubling him all year He is 
hoping to have a keyhole 
surgery operation in Switzer- 
land next month. 

Campbell whose hamstring 
strain has been brought on by 
a back problem, will now battle 
to regain his fitness for the 
Commonwealth Games in 
Kuala Lumpur which stmt just 
three days after the World Cup 
finishes. 

The Cardiff-based runner's 
absence is another Mow to the 
team's hopes of following up 
their success in Hungary, 
though Chambers should prove 
an able replacement The 20- 
I year-old, who set a world junior 
record of 10.06s ec last yean 
was bitterly disappointed at 
missing out on gold to Camp- 
bell and will be determined to 
j atone for that in South Africa. 

Along with the six athletes 
originally selected for individ- 
ual slots who have now pulled 
out of the team Mark Richard- 
| son has also been lost in the 
1 4x400m relay. 

Paul Sfythe, of the GEC 
Avionics team, has been added 
to the relay squad for the one- 
man-per-event competition 
which gets under way a week 
Reuters I tomorrow. 


is guessing game 


becomes second nature, but 
right from the start, the Aus- 
tralian experience is that it vir- 
tually guarantees an exciting 
dimax to the season. 

On the face of it, TOkefidd 
hare an important advantage. 
They finished on top of foe 
division, managed to force a 
change ofpolicytogive them a 
trophy and they get a fort- 
night’s rest 

But as their coach, Andy 
KeDy points out, they have 
been beaten a total of seven 
times by foe four teams im- 
mediately below them. Either 
Hull KR or Dewsbury could 


beat them next week, but then 
their other advantage, that of 
getting a second bite of foe 
cherry comes into play. 

There is no such safety net 
for Fteafoerstone and Swinton. 
Fbatherstone are the side with 
the momentum, coming from 
an apparently hopeless position 
to take fourth place. 

Stow* Simms riahus that his 
side is the smallest in the divi- 
sion, but it is tough. mobDe and, 
in Karl Pratt and Richard 
Chapman, has arguably the 
two most talented young play- 
ers in the division. 

Swinton are a puzzle. 


Coached by foe former Great 
Britain loose fifrward, Les Hol- 
liday, on their good days they 
can play the sort of educated 
rugby that was Ms forte. What 
is impossible to predict with any 
confidence is whether Sunday 
will be one of those days. 

Dewsbury have been per- 
haps the surprise team of the 
competition. Their coach, 
Andy’s brother; Neil Kelly, 
seemed to have less depth 
and experience in his squad 
than most of his rivals, so the 
way it has performed is a 
credit to him. 

Hull KR, meanwhile, still 


GAREN 

CASEY 

(WAKEFIELD) 

Accomplished for- 
mer Penrith stand- 
off or centre, who 
is clearly too good 
to be outside the 
Super League. Sal- 
ford have proved 
that by snapping 
him up for next sea- 
son. He has clever 
hands, good vision 
and an outstand- 
ing kicking game. 


STANLEY 

GENE 

(HULL KR) 

Papuan stand-off 
who ts, quite simply 
the most exciting 
player outside the 
Super League. His 
33 tries so far this 
season are by far 
the biggest return in 
any division and his 
natural strength 
makes him fiendish- 
ly difficult to stop 
near the line. 


BARRY 

EATON 

(DEWSBURY} 

A play-making 
scrum-half and a 
high-quality goal- 
kick er. Eaton has. 
under the Influence 
of his coach, Neil 
Kelly; expanded his 
repertoire to run at 
the opposition 
more. That makes 
him a much more 
complete player and 
a real handful. 


RICHARD 

CHAPMAN 

(FEATHERSTONE) 

Live-wire hooker 
who has tormented 
opposing defences 
throughout the sea- 
son. Although he 
does have a ten- 
dency to play more 
by Instinct than his 
coach might want, 
his forays pay off so 
often that there 
have been few com- 
plains. 


SEAN 
CASEY 
(SWINTON) i 

Never made the 
grade with St 
Helens, but as a 
ball-playing loose 
forward in the 
mould of the coach. 
Les Holliday, he ex- 
cels in the First Di- 
vision. When he 
plays well, others 
around him also 
tend to excel them- 
selves. 


have dreams of a second Super 
League team on Humberside. 
"There’s no reason why not,” 
their coach, Dave Harrison, 
said. "Humberside has been tiie 

forgotten area erf rugby league. 

If we got there alongside Hull 
you would have a renaissance 
of rugby league.” 

Thqre is foe detail of getting 
the dub out of the hands of foe 
administrators who have run it 
all season, but then any of 
these sides would have much to 
prove, in areas like finance and 
facilities, before their big broth- 
ers in Super League would let 
the winner of the Ffrst Mvision 
Grand Final dine at their table. 

Unpredictability has been 
the strength of the efivision all 
yeai; with a high proportion of 
matches - inducting many 
involving teams who have not 
even made the play-offs - hing- 
ing on a hanrifti) of points. 

That uncertainty has made 
it stimulating to watch and it 
will continue up to and beyond 
Grand Final day. 

HRST DMSHN GRAND RNALSBBES 
PLAYOFFS: Smfatf. 6 Sepe Feather- 
stone v Swinton (6pm); Hull KR v Dews- 
bury (3pm). Son dap 13 S e p t; Second 
round, also Featuring Ubkefidd. Sunday. 
20 Sepe Third round. Saturday 26 Sepe 


Leeds confirm four 
will stay next season 


LEEDS ARE dose to re-signing 
their entire first team squad ftnr 
next season, with only Paul 
Sterling and Richie Blackmore 
remaining to agree new con- 
tracts. The second-placed club 
in Super League, who play St 
Helens at Headmgley tonight, 
have this week negotiated new 
deals with Tony Kemp, Jamie 
Mathiou, Marcus St Hilaire 
and Darren Fleary, writes 
Dave Hadfield. 

Kemp, who misses this 
match through suspension, is 
exempt from the international 
quota after three years’ resi- 
dence. But if Blackmore is 
re-signed as well as Mathiou, 
Leeds’ overseas contingent will 
be complete, effectively pre- 
venting Wendell Sailor from 
playing for them when be 
comes to Headingley to join 
Leeds Rugby Union next 
month. Brad Godden, Marc 
OanviDe and Martin Masella, 
who is rested for the Saints 
game, are already under con- 
tract for next year. 


The re-signing of Fleary and 
St Hilaire, two of Leeds’ major 
successes this season, assures 
foe future of two of their best 
young players, but Leeds are 
also teen to retain their veter- 
an stand-off Daryl Powell who 
is a target for the Super League 
newcomers at Gateshead. 

Powell was Sheffield Eagles' 
first signing when Gateshead's 
founder Hath Hetherington, and 
her husband, Gaiy- now Leeds’ 
chief executive - launched foe 
dub 14 years ago. Even in the 
twilight of his careen Powell 
could be the man to give them 
the on-field direction they will 
need in their formative months. 
But Powell, despite being 33, 
hfHf? established himself as a 
first-team regular in recent 
weeks and Leeds wfil be re- 
luctant to let him go. 

Leeds can draw level with 
Wigan at the top of Super 
League again if thqy beat St He- 
lens. Blackmore is still missing 
with a groin injury, but Fleary 
replaces Masella at prop and 


Adrian Moriey is bade in the 
starting line-up. Saints have 
Damien Smith back, but 
Tbmmy Martyn is still missing. 

Warrington have released 
their Australian stand-off Adam 
Doyle, who is out for foe rest of 
foe season with a knee injury. 
Doyle joined Warrington from 
Western Suburbs hoping to win 
a long-term contract, but has 
struggled for form and fitness. 

Warrington will celebrate 100 
years of playing at WHderspool 
on Sunday with a projected 
takeover by a consortium of 


by foe day. The takeover would 
bring in the investment needed 
to find a new ground and 
strengthen the team. 

Wigan have been told by 
police to kick-off their game 
against Hull on Sunday at lpm 
because of damage done by 
Hull fens the last time they were 
visitors. John Monie has Rob- 
bie McCormack back after con- 
cussion and brings in Terry 
O'Connor in place erf Neil Cowie. 





BASEBALL 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: CMra» White S« 
3 Baltimore 2. Boston 7 Seattle 3: Anahekli 
13 Cleveland 5: Tt»« S Detroit 3: Oakland 
2 New Itort 'taitees &. Toronto 5 Kansas Clt* 
0: ttmpa Bay 4 Minnesota I. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: St L«wiSl4 Ffcrjdl 
4; Arizona 2 Mttsbmgh 1 ( ? FAntl ffi. ja g; 
ton * Atlanta 2; Chicago Cubs A p**”"*) 
3; Milwaukee 8 Colorado 4: 

Philadelphia 0. New Vtork MBS 4 S*n Diego 
1: San Francisco 12 Montreal 3. 

& CRICKET 

YWWA SQUAD (Sahara Cnft Caad*. 12- 
• 20 September)! M Ajhamtkan (rappjS C 
Gai vsulv. N S Sidhu. R S WavkL H H Kan- 
«kar. N R NMA.A BAgariuc SB Ml 
S V Bahutule. J SHrufli. B 
Fraud, 5 Raul, J V Pwanjpe. J P Vwm. 
INDIA squad (CnaimowuMltliGBmM. 
Km* Lunpnr 1 1-20 Sepceartier). A D 
Jadeja (capuTA Humble. S R Tendulkar. Gl K 
Khoda. vvSLunun. MSKPrasasLRSngh. 

R S Gavaskar. R SanghwL P LWjan*«» N 

Chopra. A R KhurdStyj. H Sow*. ° » 
Mohanty. 

DARTS 

The Wfnmau World Masters. dwsec- 
ond biggest event staged oy we 
Brlcishl&rts Organtsa tfon. wUlbe 
given a complete revamp <Ws V®® r - 
For the first dme. the tournament 
will be staged, at We Lakeside 
Country Club, Fnmley- Homgori Je 

27and5s November. Prize money 
has been Increased to more than 
El 8.000 and will there will been- 
trles from more than 40 countries. 


FOOTBALL 

TK»gR CUP S— I Ita a M Wo CM Mtnh 
art, Vtoan): Sk^pore 2 Indonesia 1. 
(Hanoi): Vietnam 3 Th ailand 0. 
UimWtSTWS lAff KgSULTS: Enro- 

oaM aunnpioc»Up Group iiwn; KO- 
manJa 7 Liechtenstein O. h t wathd*! 
filemlw- Malta 1 Germany 2; Yugoslavia 
1 Switzerland I . Under-1 > toerjjadopj 


TUsSs l; Leicester 2 Uvepool IfjMan- 
chc«er Utd 4 AsnonVlBa 0. Him* 

-» Daiivw, n- lllit Horhimiinfi 7 PflfT 


ia^s , sro:?d j E s »ssci 

(A Money GB) 


Darunere 3 Oldham O: Wesr Bromwioj u 
waive 5- Second DMsloni Blackpool 2 

1 ; Lincoln aw l SrackpOT 3; Wradwm 2 

gaso'aas’sSSfflav 

0*t) Utd 0.- Cotchester 0 Chariton 1; 
Crystal Palace 2 Bournemoji* ^GHBne- 
ham 0 Fulham 2: ipswkh 0 Wfcnbtaton 1 
MHlwaU 3 Barnet 2: Peterborough 2 
Normampren 

SwMdon O ftrhtongWSSjRlt 

ssSMsaarags 

2 LMCM «f BUM CBBm C»p P»- 
^Jfflg^MMtBWader J Hplywe M 1j 
H5S?o«iwe«2 Afan Lkte Lnwtajl . 

/S ^Tcotwty a. N^ - 
jMjlHMri Bewetg i1:Ucr »B 

^SSaiS ltAalst S Ekeren O. Loheren 3 

1£Ef*%!£* l $122S SoHtel: 

T^rvldeo l aub Bruges 1 : Lomnssl O 


erlo 1 . HkNor Leagee Soccerr New Eng- 
land Revolution 2 New YbrV*iew jersey 
MetroSWT! ft Chkwn Rre 3 Miami Fusion 
2; Colorado RepWs 3 Kansas Oty Wizards 
2: LOS Angeles Galaxy 3 Dallas Burn o. 

GOLF 

Madiias Gronbere's 10 -shoc trt- 
LBmph fri OieSmurfic European Open 
In Ireland two weeks ago has won 

the Swede the European tour Golfer 
of die Month award f or Aug ust. 

CAMQM EUROPEAN MK5TE3E»(Cram- 

sar-Sarr*. Swtt) iMxBng first mwd 
aeons (OB or Iri un l aw sneedU M D 
aarite. BSP Solan) (Swe). 86 O Karisson 


aame.BSPS)olaid (Swe). 66 O Karisson 
(Suvel. E Romero (Aig). P Haugsmd (Nor). 
67 M A Jimenez (SpjTj ita Oe VeWe [Frl. 
C Rocca (It). 5 Torrance. A Sherborne. M 
Roe. Gfl 6 Lynn. G Orr. p price. S Graopa- 
sonm (It). C Bouet ^uuk). R COIes. 5 Hen* 
detson. M HNtoerg (Swe). ft Wessets ISA), 
i Rhiero (5p). F Gob (Sp). G Brand 1 Jnr, J 
SandeQn (Swe)- 66 Zhang Uan-wd (Ch). A 
Beal. KTbmori (Japan). D Chopra (Swe). M 
Gronbere (Swe). A Go! tan. I f\maa P Gales. 
P FuDepmeLT Born (Den), RGoosen (SA). 
£ Struver (Ged. Rltarissfti (Swel, R Bums. 
5Una(S^.JU5mas.J Rtynt 70MMideft- 
zle, M Long {«). G Mckteus (US). L West- 
wood, C Utonwomerie. J M OI«abN (Sp). 
J Oola (Swlri, KJacnueUn (Fri.J Spence. A 
Sandywell. A CeJtajGer). M Gogrin (AusL 
P Lonard (Are). G Bans. P Hamigton. T 
Lew (Fri. ft Bo»IL S Bailesceras (Sp), j 


j ewa (Swlri, RJacqueiin (Fri.J Spence. A 
Sandywell. A CeJtajGer). M Gogrin (Awl. 
P Lonard (Are). G Bans. P Hamigton. T 
Lew (Fri. ft BoralL S Ballesteros (Spj. j 
tose. PQuMd (SwUj.JHawles (SAJ. HtjSrk, 
G Owen, M Moutand. M Larmer (Swe). 71 
A Cabrera (Aid, B Dredge. Nfaido. CVuns. 
M Reale Bt}/F Thmaud (ft). R Russell. M 
Gates. JSmgh(lnd).FVilern (Spl.C Sune- 
nn (Sp). I fflier (%». SScahUUNZUBIat- 
d (SwTn. M Cunning (US). A VIM. 72 M 
TLmnldllT. D Hospltal|Sp). ft OwdOn. B May 
(US). D HoweU. J Tbwnsend (tfe). R Oiap- 
man. D BoraegD (SpJ.T Henae (Swk). A OfcK 
com. PSenka (AuA. i Haegvman (Swe). 1 
GaibutL V PtiHllps. 1 Garridopp). B Lane, 
M F&rry (Fr). 

JMMN PGA MATCH PLAY CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP rbnMkonil) nr*c roand 
Uapu imm* **«od) Group Onr. S 
Maniuama bt T Vbneyama 3 and 2; T 
IMgucN be K FkaokBua ac 23rd: K vmoo 
bt sbinxte 4 and 3: N ozakl bt Cben Tze- 
chung (Ww) 4and 3: F Mbnu (PM) bt K 


Ibtaml 3 and 2: K FuKaborl bt S Kuwabara 
2 and 1 : P MdWMnney (Aus) be T Suzuki A 
and 3; s Vbioca be H nfesNal 3 and 2. Group 
two: b item (US) btM KawMnuraatiBth; 
K Kuwabara bt H FuJMa 2 and 1 : S ' ' 
bt T Qzaki at 21st: E Herrera (Col) or a 
b»iB (US) 2 and 1; Z Moc (Myannar) bt C 
Franco [Paf\ 3 and 2: M KisNabe bt K 
Miyamoto at 21 sc K KiAota.bt H Tanaka 
2 Holes; t vwtanaoe bt v MteumaW 1 hole. 

ROWING 

Dr Michael Dfserens, who stroked the 


with the BrltWi fightweight squad 
In 1988. has died, aged 39. 

RUGBY UNION 
AUSTRALIA SQUAD (Tor World Cop 
South Fadlfc quaUTytag wn mwa e w C. 
AmtrWBo, iB-MScptwntMrls A Blades. 


bert, f Horan. P Reams. Tkefu, J LanstanL 
S Larkham, J Uttte. 0 Manu, S Mortkx*. 
WOWienraue.GRanoho.jnul, BRobtfi- 
son . ) Rom D Smith, J Meibom. C Whltafc- 
. er. DWBson. 

SAILING 

JortS CaJafat, of SpMi. yesterday hdd 
ot to his lead afta" five races of the 
Soflng world championship In Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin. However, with 
the first decent wind or the series 
‘On the thirtf day. the Spaniard suf- 
fered two tlouble-ffg^re results, 
and had his 20-potnt advantage cut 

to four points. 


SNOOKER 

THAILAND 
local Kid 
mwi hi m 
H unter brj 

bcJ Perry 5-1; J Burnett (Scol bt 

5-3: 1 McCulloch bt B Morgan 5- 


(Wal) bt N Fbulds 5-4. D Hnbow bt G 
Wilkinson 5-4. 

CHINA INTERNAnONAL (Ply mouth 
Pwrillona) ffoal qtia f ifai g mend; J Bur- 
M DariSfEnr) 5-1: M Stevens 
be M Fu (HK) 5-0: P Davies (Wall bt 
CTBitoi (Iri) ShA; D Dale (W6) bt J Per- 
C Small (Sto) bt P Phonbun 
P Hunter (Eng) bt W Gray (Eng) 
5-1 J Birch (Eng) btJ White (Eng) 5-2: lft 
Holt (&g) btGVfflklnson (Ena 5-1; J Swal 
(Nlrl] bt t Murphy (ran) w/o, 


US OPEN (New Writ) Mm's ttogk* Hr* 
roan* B Karbactier (Geil bt P NOmA |Cz 
R ep) 2-6 6-3 6-2 6-1; T Henman (GB) bt 
5 Draper (Aus) 6-3 7-6 7-6; G Galimbert 
:) btM RtBSeU (US) 7-5 6-4 3-6 6-3: M 
(US) bt E Erlich - “ 


Cam) and S LAREAU (Car) 6-2 6-3; J BJORK- 
MANISwJandPRAFTEr- 
rdra (5A) and G Ivanfcaric 
Gimeistot) and) Stark fUSJbtS 
and J Palmer (US) 7-6 7-6: M Meriileln and 
V Spadca (US) be T Dent and M Russell (US) 
6-A 64; K Braasdi (Gef) and M Qndrveka 
(SA) bt L PlmeL (BeJ) and B Tax* (SA) 7-6 
6-3: a Coupe and 0 Randan (US) bt M 
Rottlguez pK) and A 5a (Bra) <»6 M 6-3; 
T WOODBRJDGE and M WOODFOROE 
(Aut) bt N Godwin (SA) and T Ketol) (Fjn) 

6- 3 36 6-3: D AQMfi andODELAftRE 

(Fri bt B Bryan and M Bryan (US) 6-1 5-7 

7- & M Kohfcann tGer) and M Rmh Oftn) 
btG Koues (Hun) and J larango (US) 6^ 7-5. 
BM aca ' s doobl ti fb*W wafc LCourtoa 
(8d) and M Murie (Craa) bt A Elhfood and 


(USIbtE Erlich nsr) 6-1 6-3 6-1: F 
aSp)btBSierai (NZ) 6-3 3-6 6-A 
7-5; N KiSer (Ger) bi LRoux (Fri 6-A 6-3 

6- J; FOa«t Bp) bt A Pud [Rum] 6-7 64 

7- 5 62 : 1 B Polar (Fri bt J Stoltenberg 
l-67-563fr3:YKARlNIKGV(Rus) 

ot D van Scheptwiaen (Nedi) 61 62 6-4; 
G Grant (US) bt J Sanchez feta) 62 7-5 
4663; 

6- 2 63; T Haas 

7- 5 64; C MOW 
61 7-6 67 4-4 ret. 

Wofoew's singles socood round: 5 GRAF 
(Ger) bCMWemgartnerCer) 606l;GLeon 
GardaggU ASUGffnMA (Japan) 2^3 roc 

61 
63: 

, m 

Sawanwov 
(CtRep) 

62 7-6; N Dechy 

62 64:Mse- 
. . Kruger (SA) 62 63; I SPK- 
L£A (Rom) brM Sinltzer (Ger) 63 62: 5 
WBfams (US) bt P Stoyanwla (Bui) 62 61 : 
SVgud(ftfb tK HrgdM|P Rep) 76 

61; A MBter (US) bt E Km^ouri^fRus) . 
616662. 

MhAi (fanUcs Br«z road* D DLuda and 
““"SI btJ Alonso and JAmwrloConde 
61; N KuUJ and M TUbctrom (Swe) 
6. . 
i> bC P A6 
-6 6-4; 8 

[US) bt W BLACK 


6 - 2 : KRo 

D VAN 
60 60. M Uiete 
(Japan) 4-6 616 
be A Cochetew { 


FOOTBALL 

7.30 unless slated 

EUROPEAN 

UNDER -21 CHAMPIONSHIP 
GROUP ONE 

Wales v Italy (S.0) 

[« Racecourse Grand. Wrexham) 

GROUP THREE 

Turkey v Northern Ireland {5.0) 

(at bmetpasa sladtum. limit) 

GROUP FIVE 

Sweden v England (4 JO) 

(Of Sunsdvta htrottsparken) 

GROUP EMKT 

RepubSc of Ireland v Croatia 

for Buckky Park. K TBcenny) 

GROUP NINE 

Lkhuanla v Scotland (1.0) - 

for i/toffte stadium, Vtinus) 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LCAOUE 
THlIItt DMSMM 

Halifax y Hartlepool (7.45) 

m CUP PraHnMwy ratmJi Durtwn City 
V Dunsran FB; Oldbury v SWfnal (7.45). 
HARP LAGQ* NATIONAL LEAGUE Of 
IRELAND PTtmjf PMatou: 5 C F3 trlck'3 

Athletic v Dundalk (7.45); Shamrock 
Rwere v Bny WuidererS (7A51. 


saue (Aus) 62 6-2: J HALARD-D6 
(Fr) and K McQUJLJ-AN |Aus) bt S 


61 61: Y BASUKI (fadon) and C 
btR BobtoM (Cz Re(4 and C Schneider 
6-4 6-4; S Nooriander (Netti) and L Pten- 
tndNPian 

bt T krizan and K Srobatnik (Sioweni 
63: N KmMUTA and N MIYAGI 
(jwan) bt A Coeczer jSA) and A Hi*er (Get) 
62 7-5: CSnger (Ga) and H Wldowo (Q: 
Rep) bt R fbau (Japan) and G Nielsen (US) 
4-6 6-4 64; l Osterieh and M Whshlngton 
(US) bt K Kunce (Ain) and C Morariu IU5) 
2-6 7-6 64: L DAVENPORT (MSI and N 
ZVEREVA (Beta) bt I GontxFianffli (Arg)and 

M Oromara (Neth) 63 fri; BSDCrrfAurt 
and P5CHNVDER pws) bt K Boogert (Nedi) 


RUGBY LEAGUE 

JIB S*ORTS SUPBt UEAGUG: Leeds v 
St Helens (7.30). 

RUGBY UNION 

GUINNESS INTER PROVINCIAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP: Ulster v Munster 

(7.30) (or RcrvenhUI. Scffcrst). 

CLUB MATCHES: Edinburgh Reivers v 
Leinster (7.0) {« Paynder Park, Ntbo): 
Glasgow Caledonians w Connacht (7.0) fair 
Stirling). 

SPEEDWAY 

BITE LEAGUE: Belle Vue' v Ipswich 
(7 JO): Oxford v King's Lynn (7.45). 
PREMIER LEAGUE: Arena Essex v 
Peterborough fSLO); Ednbwgh v Newcastle 

(7.30) : b)e of Wight v Exeter (7.30). 

OTHER SPORTS 
EQUESTRIANISM: Burghley Hone Trials 
(Stamford). 

MOTOR RACING: British Superb Ike 
Championship: Rawd 10 practice session 
(S a vers ton e). 


and E Callers (Bd) 63 4-6 64; V RUANO- 
WSCUAL Pp) and P SUAREZ (Afg) bt K Freye 
(Ger) and N van lot ram (Netti) 61 63: 0 
Luglna and E Tatarkova RJto) bt S Cade (US) 
and M Pierce (FT) 4-6 63 62; A KOURNWO- 
VA (Rus) and L HE HAND (Lai) bt J Craybas 
and T Snyder (US) 63 63; C Dhenm and E 
Lob (Fr) bt A Bradshaw and A Spears (US) 
7-6 66 6-4. 

MNEd doubles flf« roand: R STUBBS [AUS] 


(SAI 7-663:iW\Gu9eandAKra(znu(m 


67 6-4: L Davenport andJ^4Gambtli (US) 
tx M BOLLEGRAF (Neth) and R LEACH (US) 
7-6 61. 5enB In oqpJtob 

TODAY’S I 
NUMBER 

3,500 

The temporary seats 1 
imporfeii from Sweden for j 
met ion ai the 1 
Ltmgardalsvollur stadium | 
in Reykjavik for I 
tomorrow's European 1 
Championship qualifier | 
between Iceland and I 
France, football's world 1 
champions. The stadium I 
will now accommodate 9 
10,500 fans. I 
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Premier 
League 
opens 
the door 


By kick Harms 

THE PREMIER League said yes- 
terday it was prepared to negotiate 
with Media Partners, the Italy- 
based marketing company behind a 
proposed super league, over the 
future of football in Europe. 

Although the move reduces the 
possibility of a breakaway league, it 
may lead to confrontation between 
Uefe, European football’s governing 
body and the Premier League. It 
may also lead to some role in Eu- 
ropean football for Media Partners, 

a mow* though t- hi ghly unlifcriy until 

the Premier League understood 
how seriously some of its clubs 
were considering breaking away. 

The news came after a meeting 
between 20 Premier League chair- 
men and Media Partners yesterday 
morning in London. Peter Leaver; 
the chief executive of the Premier 
League, said afterwards: “We had a 
very positive meeting. The mood of 
the meeting was to look forward The 
meeting listened very carefully to 
presentations from Media Partners 
and Uefa and noted the points made. 
■• “There was clear and unani- 
mous opposition to the suggestion 
of a breakaway but it was agreed 
that reform of European dub com- 
petitions was needed,” he said. 

Media Partners' proposals, 
which were put to the chairmen yes- 
terday, indude a three-tier league 
of 36 dubs, and a knock-out com- 
petition involving 96 dubs from all 
of Uefa’s 51 domestic leagues. 
Media Partners said that domestic 
leagues would continue to operate 
as normal. 

The Premiership dubs were told 
that 10 places will be available each 
season for them (four in the league, 
and six in the cup) and a total of 
£44ra would be shared between the 
four in the league and at least £28m 
with the six in the cup. 


Hie proposals would be funded 
through the sale of television rights, 
and would guarantee Media Rutoers 
having a six-year marketing role. 

Leaver stressed that any further 
negotiations with Media Partners 
would happen through the Premia: 
League and not by individual dubs, 
several of whom - including Man- 
chester United, Arsenal and Liver- 
pool - have had secret negotiations 
about the plans. Itis understood that 
several dubs met with Media Part- 
ners after yesterday morning’s meet- 
ing to continue planning the super 
league, and that the Premier League 
will have more meetings of its own 
in the near future. 

“We will continue to welcome, 
through (he League, talks with in- 
terested parties and to work close- 
ly with Uefa’s taskforce [set 19 last 
weekend to plan change for Uefa’s 
competitions] to bring about positive 
ehanga in the interests of En g li s h 
football, ** Leaver said. “Nothing is in. 
Nothing is out The paper is blank. 
We’ll have to see what develops." 

In an unprecedented move, Ger- 
hard Aignex; Uefa’s general-secre- 
tary was invited to address the 20 
Premier 
stance so far 
ly reject Mefl 
and Aigneris comments as he left the 
meeting suggest it has not changed. 
“We don’t need television people to 
develop football concepts," he said, 
and maintained Uefa had no inten- 
tion of working with Media Partners. 

Leaver said Media Partners' 
plans have been a “good stick with 
which to beat Uefa” into making 
changes to its competitions and give 
more money to the dubs participat- 
ing The Uefa task force -which in- 
cludes Leaver - will meet on 14 
September in Geneva and aims to 
prepare a report in time for the Uefa 
executive meeting on 6 Octobec Po- 
tential conflict lies ahead 



Scotland complete their training in Glasgow yesterday before they flew out to Lithuania for tomorrow's European Championship qualifying match Scottish News 

Owen’s pace gives Shearer space 


By Glenn Moore 
in Stockholm • 

THE LAST time Alan Shearer was in 
Stockholm he narrowly avoided 
bang the fall gpy in Graham Taylor's 
most infamous substitution. 

With England losin g 2-1 to Swe- 
den and about to miss out on a place 
in the semi-finals of the 1992 Euro- 
pean Championships, Shearer was 
told to warm up only for Alan Smith 
to be sent on instead Off came Gary 
Lindam; still a goal short of Bobby 
Chariton’s England record. 

England lost, neither Lineker 
nor Smith played for England again 
and Taylor’s relationships with 
press and public were irretrievably 
damaged Shearer went on to be 
Lineker’s successor as captain and 
centre-forward 

Six yerrs on England are again 
seandting far their fast win in Stock- 
holm since 1937, again in a Eun^ean 
Championship tie, a gain with the 
manager and captain underpressure. 

While Glenn Hodcfle needs a re- 


sult to stem the growing criticism of 
his manner and methods, Shearer 
needs a goal, or at least a dynamic 
performance, to silence the whispers 
about his place. 

His captaincy is challenged by 
Tony Adams’ assertion that he 
should be skipper; and his role as 
goalscoring totem fa under threat 
from the emergence of Michael 
Owen. While Shearer’s place fa not 
in doubt as yet- and un^e Lineker 
he has the support of his coach -the 
tone fa coming when Owen maybe 
regarded as the leading striker. 

Since returning from injury in 
January he has bad apoorreturn far 
Newcastle and scored mice from 
open play in his last five England 
games. His TOxid Cup performances 
w^dsappdxitinggp^ his previous 
hi gh standards and, in difficult cir- 
cumstances, he has not started the 
season well at Newcastle. 

Yet there remains a calm cer- 
tainty about Shearer and as he 
looked forward to tomorrow's first 
qualifying match, he appeared at 


ease with himself and his “rivals”. 

Of Adams, whose comments 
came in his recently serialised book, 
he said: “I haven’t spoken to him 
about it but he would say that be- 
cause he fa Tbny Adams and you 
make sure you look after your own 
interests. G lenn Hoddle has chosen 
me for his reasons and 

as ft goes." Va&ia 

Adams and Shearer are not erase 1 
but there fa a deep professional re- 
spect Shearerfade^tmh£|)|iywith 
this week's focus, thou gh, and he 
added: “There's been enough rubbish 
written and said this week but the 
onfyin^Kirtanttinngfa the match. I’ve 
no problem with people doing books 
but it’s a shame we’re so dose tojt 
and this is dominating the build-up." 

Shearer was happier on the sub- 
ject of Owen, with whom he appears 
to be developing a promising rela- 
tionship probably assisted by shar- 
ing the same personal adviser. 
“Even before Sunday [when Owen 
scored a hat-trick a gains t Shearer’s 
Newcastle] I knew he was a very ex- 


citing player with a great future 
ahead of him. Don’t talk about his 
age because he is doing it now. The 
important thing is he wants to learn 
and wants to listen.” 

Pressed, he added: “I- do see 
something of myself in the way he 

from thed^yhe came in. He’s a very 
confidential he gives and takes hfa 
fair share of stick like everyone." 

Shearer has passed on a few tips 
to Owen though he is not convinced 
he needs much help. “He said to me 
when we were taking the penalties 
against Argentina: *What shall I 
do?’ I just said: *Do what you nor- 
mally do, put it in the back of the net' 
And he did. I was always confident 
he would score." 

Shearer hopes Owen's presence 
will give him more space; his pace 
certainly gives England more op- 
tions. "If there’s one thing defend- 
ers don’t like it’s movement and pace 


and he has both. He presents a 
dilemma for defenders. Do they sit 
deep and cut Ins pace off which : 
creates space in midfield for us? Or 
do they phy up thepitch, try and play 
him ofoide, and leave space for 
him to run into?” 

Shea r er w ouldnot be drawn on the 
- recent changes at N&wsfistfa’btit he 
insisted thaT^peculation about his j 
' btofature did dot affect his' focus. 
‘After tte disappointment against Ar- 
gentina fa important to gd off to a 
good start, especially far aqyone who 
has not got that out of their system." / 
Shearer did that with some R&R 
in Barbados on a family holiday. 1 
was disappointed but also relieved 
it was all over because of the pres- 
sure involved. It was difficult to 
take ithomebecausel have two Httie 
girls. They want to holdyou and you 
can’t be running around being mis- 
erable. They don’t understand and 
I don’t want them to." 

Only a game then? Not ary more . 
but a tittle perspective never goes 
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ACROSS 

I Deputy with old gun rid- 
ing in carriage mostly (9) 

6 Hospital wing housing 
oriental women's quar- 
ters (5) 

9 Seaweed initially ob- 
scured fish (5> 

10 Damaged pool car is be- 
hind citadel (9) 

II Source of rolls, the kind 
you get in bars (10) 

12 somewhat gloomy, this 
story (4) 

14 Northern town newspa- 
pers mostly associated 
with style (7) 

15 Rebellious group in 
France facing lawsuit (7) 

17 English magazine for 
Germans carrying arti- 
cle in Chinese, for in- 
stance (7) 

19 Mean to declare with a 
good chance, ultimately t7> 


Thursday’s solution 
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Lloyd escapes with 
‘severe reprimand’ 


BY Derek Pringle 
DAVID LLOYD, the England 



20 Ambassador's ring 
stolen - and why?X4) 

22 Give information about 
subject - just superficial 
knowledge uo> 

25 Creed a nun translated, 
showing perseverance (9) 

26 Stand for a bathroom 
item not quite finished (5) 

27 Let’s start to live with 
simplicity (5) 

28 We near sirens let off (9) 

DOWN 

1 fire engulfs opening of 
tall chimn ey (5) 

2 Strings he’s pulled to get 
justice (9) 

3 Did landlord accepting , 
writer’s public communi- 
cation (4, 6) 

4 Lecturer subjected to a 
prohibition quit (7) 

5 Attention focused on 
mistake - cover of The 


Listener (7) 

6 Optimism evident as 
man secures work (4) 

7 Having account opened 
in hang fa something of 
an event (5) 

8 Slip, or what one some- 
times does, we’re told? (9) 

15 Use more gas for cook- 
ing a cereal etc. (10) 

14 Breakfast with bishop, 
perhaps, or description 
of parts of it? (9) 

16 Incline to the right? (9) 

18 No sodium in pharma- 
cist’s measure - that’s in- 
significant (7) 

19 Unsophisticated East- 
enders without tender 
feeling, we hear (7) 

21 What Dvorak would have 
drunk, right? (5) 

23 Suppose visitors take 
time out (5) 

24 Release without charge (4) 


Qgnsure after It) p^g with his; 
employers, the England and 
Wales Cricket Board. Instead, 
his thinly veiled comments over 
the bowling action of Muttiah 
Muralitharan, mad e as Eng- 
land struggled to a 10-wicket 
defeat against Sri Lanka at The 
Oval, have brought him a second 
warning in two years. 

In a statement yesterday, 
Tim Lamb, chief executive of 
the ECB, said: “EWtowing his in- 
appropriate comments about 

thft Sri T Jtntan frfE ^ pbinar, Mnt- 
Hah Muralitharan, and his sub- 
sequently reported altercation 
with a television presenter, 
David Lloyd has been severe- 


ly reprimanded, warned about 
his conduct and left in no doubt 
as to the responsibilities that gp 
with such a high-profile posi- 
tion. The matter fa now closed 
and David goes as coach to 
Dhaka and to Australia with our 
full support” 

The meeting, which was 
attended by Lamb, Smon Pack, 
the international teams direc- 
tor; and Lesley Portlock, the 
personnel manager; was not a 
disci plinary one. Sri Lanka, 
despite their captain Aijuna 
Ranatunga’s outburst, in which 
he said he “couldn’t care less if 
Lloyd lost his job”, had not 
officially complained, merely 
asked the ECB to investigate. 

Lloyd, a popular coach, is 
generally reckoned to have done 
a good job since taking over in 
May 1996. A highly strung and 
immensely patriotic man he 


unfortunate allowed his private 
feeling to spfll out into the pub- 
lic domain. Zimbabwe, where he 
was warned following a drawn 
Test England should have com- 
fortably won, was a case in point 

Ebr former players of Lloyd’s 
generation, suspect actions are 
an emotive subject One former 
Essex spinner; when told by a 
local radio reporter that 

■Miir aUfharan had h aan rfaar pd 

by an ICC panel, said: “Who was 
on it? Eric Bristow and Jockey 
Wilson?" Although it did not 
befit his position as coach, it 
was those sentiments that 
Lloyd was echoing with his ill- 
judged innuendo. 

Having pondered his actions, 
the England coach, whose con- 
tract expires after next year’s 
World Cup, was suitably con- 
trite. “I am sorry for the offence 
that I have caused,” he said. 


If you like the sound 
of the South of France 
you’ll love the taste. 


Bedford strike threat 
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by Robert Cole 

CARDIFF’S CONTROVERSIAL 
friendly fixture wiih Bedford to- 
morrow, which had been 
arranged without the approval 
of the Welsh and English au- 
thorities, fa being threatened 
by a strike by the Bedford 
players. 

Theplqyers are unhappy be- 
cause they did not receive their 
pay cheques on l September 
After a series of meetings they 
put an ultimatum yesterday to 
the old board of directors, who 


now own just 10 per cent of the 
club following the takeover by 
Frank Warren. 

Haul Turner; Bedford’s di- 
rector of coaching said: "The 
players asked for guarantees 
that money will be forthcoming 
in the future, that players' 
bonuses win be paid arid that our 
tax difficulties will be sorted 
out” 

The players have discussed 
strike action, but the Bedford 
chief executive, Geoff Cooke, 
said: “If not playing on Saturday 
has crossed their minds they 
need to know it would not 
achieve anything. It would be a 


breach of their contracts and 
would be reflected when it 
came to paying their wages at 
the end of Sep temb er " 

He added: “Frank Warren 
has told them they will be paid 
their August wages on 14 Sep- 
temben He is asking for a cou- 
ple of weeks and bearing in 
mind how far he has brought 
the dub, that fa reasonable. He 
has made a promise and if 
that fa not borne out in two 
weeks’ time we will have to take 
stock then. The club has a 
cash flow problem tike all dubs 
at this time of year. It’s hardly 
surprising we’re struggling.” 


A faraway look comes into 


people's eyes when mention is 


made of the South of France. 


For most, it is the capital of chic: 


a sun- kissed playground of exotic 


resorts and spectacular scenery 
studded with ancient vineyards 


among them, La M pete, La 


Bouland&re and Les Garrigues 


de Tmilhas, where James 


Herrick makes the definitive 


Midi Chardomiay. Rich, 


stylish and foil of taste; 


fresh, yet fruity and 


long-finishing. 


And amazingly 


inexpensive 


Why settle for 


wn ordnuiire 


when you can 


afford the 


glorious 


South? 




James Herrick 

CHARDONNAY 

THE PICK OF THE SOUTH OF FR ANCE 
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T his week, while most 
politicians headed for 
the Commons to de- 
bate the anti-terror- 
ism Bill, Margaret 
Thatcher’s dark bine 
Jag could be found 
heading in an entirely 
different direction 
along London’s North Circular If there is 
a hell - and many believe that Lady 
Thatcher might know a thing or two about 

hew to create such a place -then the North 

Circular is eertamhr nart n f He 


k niu[ivi b Bjroiciu. jaci, re may De one Of 
the few places in Britain with more noise, 
dirt and stupid stunts than Parliament. 
Hardly surprising, than, that the Lady. 
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resplendent m a Wizard of Oz green coat- 
dress, at the Nissan dealership, just op- 
posite the World of Leather superstore. 

The place was in a state of high excite- 
ment A tea-tahle had been set up in front 
of a violently turquoise convertible. Seth, 
the man who valets the cars, was every- 
where with his video-camera. About 30 peo- 
ple were on hand to watch as Lady 
Tha tc h er handed over the keys to a new 
MotabOity Scheme car-owner to mark the 
charity’s 2ist year. The whole thing took 
an hour and Lady Thatcher was a total pro- 
fessional throughout If she would rather 
have been elsewhere, you would never have 
known it The woman who rrrmtnanrfe; a re- 
puted £35,000 per speech abroad (though 
not in Britain) was doing thfa one for free, 
because she is a patron and has been for 
decades. Everyone was smOing except for 
two Nissan customers who had fled to the 
coffee room. John and lily Alford had come 
by to pick up their brand-new Mi era, only 
to find their car dealership in the grip of 
the Iron Lady. Didn't they want to meet 
her? John looked incredulous. “No! It 
tookus lOyears to get rid oflhat Wbrnan.'’ 

She will always be That Woman to most 
Britons. When I told people I was going to 
see Mrs Thatcher; there were two reac- 
tions. “How can you stand to be in the same 
room? Evil woman!” said one camp. “So 
what does she look like?” asked another: 
“What is she doing these days anyway?” 

They may stop fora moment to discuss 
the interview that appeared last week in 
Saga magazine, in which Ladjy Thatcher 
reveals an ongoing bitterness against the 
men who betrayed her; her sadness at 
rarely seeing her grandchildren and the 

the* L 


the truly mfowieyaiue smemenu Bid. . 
surely the leader wboaot sp longago was. .. 
the most powerful woman in the world 
should engender something beyond re- 
vulsion and mild curiosity in her own 
country? In America, forme* presidents 
(even felling-down ones such as Gerald 
Fbrd) are treated with utmost respect as 
they organise their libraries and beaver 
away at their memoirs. They are always 
called “Mr President”, never That Man. No 
such respect here for a Lioness in Winter. 

She is adored in the States, often to the 
point of embarrassment Thke this, from a 
speech by Congressman Dick Armey from 
Texas. “When you think of freedom, what 
comes to mind? I think of the Liberty BeQ. 

I think of President Reagan's speech at the 
Berlin WalL And I think of Lady Thatcher” 
he says. “Lat^Tlaatdi^hasleftanindefiile 
mark on virt ually all areas of internation- 
al policy: Her extraordinary political vision 
arid self-confidence, as 'well as her pro- 
foundly nationalis tic approach to foreign 
po&y have prompted comparisons with 
Winston Churchill, Charles de Gaulle, Eliz- 
abeth I and Victoria.” 

Ybucansee why her favourite seat these 
days is on board a transatlantic aircraft 
This year she wfll go there on seven 
speaking tours. (Her next one is scheduled 
right after her upcoming jaunt round 
Croatia.) This is good not only for her ego 

but, with each one earning her tttis of thou- 
sands of pounds, also for her bank account 
When asked what she had been up to re- 
cently; she replied: “I've made quite a lot 
of money.” And spent it, too. Much goes to 
h<>]p the cause of freedom in central and 
eastern Europe through the Thatcher 
Foundation (which is a company .not a char- 
ity) and to endowing the archives she is 
sending to Cambridge. In addition, she is 
setting up something called the Chair of 
Enterprise Studies at that university Ox- 
ford, which refused to give heran honorary 
degree, is not mentioned. 


/ 



by Ann Treneman 


The lioness in winter 

She still moves among the trappings of power, though now far away from its 
reality. In public, her constant refrain is betrayal - of both her and her ‘legacy’. 
Retirement for Lady Thatcher has brought not rest, but only further battles 


In person, she is much smaller and less 
plasticfay than expected. On television she 
wears that terrifying lacquered, teasetLup 
hair helmet (a style that seems to be 
favoured by other women of true power; 
such as the US Secretary of State, 

Madeleme Albright) but, for the North Cir- 
cular; the hair was much calmer and in the 
realm of the believable. Her teeth, so in- 
famn usly painful to engineer looked good. 
She wafted a bit, smelling oM feshioped and 
talcum-powdery, and her conversation 
veered between chatty and bosqc One mo- 
ment she was revealing her recipe for spag 


bol, the next telling the photographer ex- 
actly bow to take her picture. In one dicey 
moment, she was separated from her 
black patent alligator handhag.’Tfou’rere- 
moving my trademark,” she said. The 
handbag was back in hand within 
nanoseconds. 

Such a person, for an her recipes, can- 
not be lovable. While she definitely has the 
human touch for the purposes of the odd 
trip to the North Circular; she remains 
separate from her party the people of 
Britain and also her own family 

This separateness, the overriding 


theme of her recent interviews, is the 
theme of her career and perhaps her life. 
She is 72 years old, and the first woman 
prime minister has now been the first 
woman ex-prime minister for some years. 
Yet she is still searching for her role and, 
though she would hate the thought, the rea- 
son why it is so difficult is probahly the fact 
that she is a woman. She wants to be an 
international stateswoman, but there is no 
such word. She also remains a true beEever 
ami, as such, seems as if she Is perma- 
nently playing a tribute album to herself. 
She has tong been a caricature, but has now 


Letters 

Leaders and comment 
Obituaries 


Features - 

Science 

Architecture 


8-10 Design 
11 Pop & Jazz 
12-13 Classical 


become the Gerald Scarffe version. And still 
no one really knows what to do with hen 
She loves to drop domestic details into 
interviews, but remains completely work- 
. oriented. She may, in feet, make Denis his 
breakfast of an egg or bacon and tomato 
(“grilled, never fried”) but then she is out 
through the front door of her Belgravia 
home and in through the back door of her 
nearby office at 36 Cbesham Place. Here, 
at last, is a piece of the past With its floor- 
to-ceiling curtains, revolving globe of the 
world ami huge desk, the place is notun- 
like a certain other office. She has a staff 
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of five or six and works all day, every (fey 
she can. Rumours of her drinking, always 
rife continue. But does she drink any more 
whisky than most other (male) politi- 
cians? Some say she is losing it At one re- 
cent prizegiving she is said to have worked 
herself round the greetingtoe, on|y to turn 
back and start again at the beginning, as 
if appearing in some musical farce. Oth- 
ers talk of “getting stuck” with her at par- 
ties. “She is becoming a bit of a old bat," 
said one onlooker 

Politics remain her passion. “Her idea 
of relaying remains a good political argu- 
ment,” said a friend. But the Tory party 
does not want to argue with this woman. 
And it doesn’t have to. Unlike most other 
leaders, she left the Commons as quickly 
as possible. She appears at party confer- 
ences and always makes headlines (last 
year by covering up the multicoloured tails 
of British Airway planes) though her com- 
ments are hardly constructive. 

Take her version of her downfall -a sub- 
ject that preoccupies her “She doesn’t get 
up in the morning gnashing her teeth about 
it, but she is bitter sudd one. That much 
is obvious from her almost petulant de- 
scription erf the events that Look place while 
she was in Paris in November 1690. “It was 
just about the most cruel thing that could 
have happened because I had to meet all 
my colleagues at the conference and go on 
to a dinner at the Palace of Versailles. I 
must say. President Bush and Barbara, in 
particular were absolutely marvellous, " she 
told Saga. “I was stunned by the results 
of the ballot, of course I was... How did I 
fed inside myself? Inside myself, I felt 
precious htile of some people in the party." 

Nor evidently, has that changed much. 
“I was lucky. I had 11 and a half years. I 
got things really right The Conservative 
Party had gone left for a long time -a soft 
left - and we as a government brought it 
backto true Conservatism. I left with a ma- 
jority of 100. John Major managed to hold 
it and then we had an election and the 
greatest defeat the party has ever known. 
It was catastrophic for me because Td got 
things right, and that defeat stemmed from 
that incident” 

Corfdttbe that Lady Thatcheris turn- 
ing into the ddppelganger of the man she 
hates the most, Edward Heath? 

And what are we to make about her com- 
ments about her own family? Mrs Thatch- 
er’s views on motherhood always did 
seem moored in the land of apple pie and 
the. on|y part of her version of grand- 
motherhood that is recognisabfe is her sad- 
ness that it has all turned out so bad|y. 

• “Let me put it this way. When your 
mother is Prime Minista; children are very 
much in the limelight and the press are 
very tough on them. So much so that I 
thought it better for them to leave the 
country. And they’re both still away” She 
rarely sees her grandchildren, who have 
dual citizenship. “One day they will have 
to make a decision as the baronetcy goes 
down the line,” notes their grandmother 
Then she says: “Look, you can’t have 
everything. It has been the greatest priv- 
ilege being Prime Minister of my country 
and having many friends all interested in 
the same subjects. Yfes, I wish I saw more 
of my children. Wfe don’t have Sunday hmdb 
together 'We don't go on holiday siding any 
more. Our grandma used to live with us - 
my mother’s mother - so Granny was al- 
ways about, and grannies are a great asset 
My grandmother used to tell me what life 
was like in her young days, and I used to 
sit at her feet fascinated. But I can’t regret 
And I haven’t lost my children. They have 
to live their lives, I took a different life." 

Her daughter Carol responded to this in 
the pages of the Daily Mail (“Is this any 
way for a family to communicate?) and was 
dearly not enamoured with the idea of a 
cosy extended family with Grandma 
Baroness in situ. “No one has all the qual- 
ities needed to scale the greasy political 
pole, and also those that make you want to 
take your kids cycling and picnicking, and 
read them bedtime stories.” She then tells 
her mother and us (the readers) that she 
is ptanmnga trip to see her parents. “I fatty 
admit that Tm no model daughter but now 
I know I'm missed I shall try harder” 

Carol Thatcher signs off this “letter” not 
with a “Love" or a “With love", but with a 
“Yours”. Evidently a “Yburs truly" would 
not do eithec It makes you see why the 
North Circular (nevermind America) can 
seem such a friendly sort of place. 



A CAR YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 
ATA PRICE YOU CANT 



The Volvo S40 1.6. From £13,995. 

For more information call 0800 11 40 40. 
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Scots and English 

Sir. David Aaronovitch (“Fm fed up 
with this myth of superiority 
spouted by the Scots", 1 
September) is right to rehearse 
the radical tradition in England, 
and to puncture the conceited 
claims of blame-the-English 
Nationalists. 

The history of the Union has 
been one of oppression and 
exploitation but these have not 
been carried out by England at the 
expense of Scotland. The 
oppressors have been the rich and 
powerful of both nations, and the 
exploited are the English and 
Scottish working classes. The first 
victims of the money-making 
machine which became English 
im p e rialis m were die FngHsh and 
Welsh - the Scots joined them soon 
afterwards. 

After nearly three centuries of 
shared history, politics, economy 
and culture, it is undeniable that 
Scots are British, in the same way 
that Bavarians are German and 
Gascons are French. The question 
is therefore how best to 
acknowledge Scotland's 
differences while maintaining its 
indisputable common British 
identity. The devolved Scottish 
Parliament within the Union is a 
rational way to achieve this end 

The Nationalists' case is based 
on a fallacious thesis, in that they 
deny the British side of Scotland’s 
identity. To justify themselves, they 
are forced into historical and 
cultural fabrications. The latest of 
these is that “the Diana stuff" did 
not happen in Scotland. In fact, in 
Glasgow this time last year George 
Square was covered with 
thousands of bunches of flowers, 
and in the City Chambers the books 
of remembrance ran out of space. 

Our peoples are too alike to be 
artificially divided and our island is 
too small for contrived extra 
borders. 

PETER RUSSELL 
Glasgow 

Sir: David Aaronovitch judges the 
character of a nation - Scotland - 
on the basis of the views of a single 
individual who seems to have 
upset him. If I were to be accosted 
by a ranting bag-lady in King's 
Cross, or a National Front 
skinhead in Deptford, I would not 
assume that they were 
representative of the English race 

As someone who is mostly 
Scots, I would never for a moment 
condone the sort of hubristic 
xenophobia which asserts that 
Scots are somehow innately 
superior to the English, which is 
not to say that I would reject the 
notion of independence based on 
an economic assessment, oi* even 
on differences in cultural values. 

Nor does thatmean such feats 
as Scots have accomplished in 
history should be traduced. It isn’t 
simply some maverick Scottish 
Internet site which identifies the 
link between the Declaration of 
Arbroath and American 
independence - George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson 
and James Madison acknowledged 
a debt to Scottish influences in the 
emergence of their republic. 

Mr Aaronovitch tears a strip off 
the Scots for anti-English emotional 
prejudices, then launches into a 
splenetic outburst in which he 
provides a litany of apparently 
superior English virtues such as the 
fact that “most of the Chartists" 
were English (as it happens, one of 
the leading Chartists was a Scottish 
relative of mine). 

It’s time we all grew up- Scots 
and English - and learned to 
respect and even celebrate our 
differences rather than poison 
what should be a constructive 
relationship between the two 
countries, whether politically 
separate or not As for David 
Aaronovitch. could someone not 
just give the man a dram and 
encourage him to calm down? 
DAVID BLACK 
Roxtnxrphshire 

West taken to task 

Sir In his article about Russian 
carpetbaggers, Darius Saaai 
refers to the $l20-200bn of Russia’s 
wealth spirited out of that country 
and quotes a British police official 
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Feeling the strain 

Sin The news that Norway’s Prime ; 
Minister, Kjdl Magne Bondevik, 

Has taken a week’s sick leave 
because of a "depressive reaction 
from overwork” shows great 
courage and openness on his pari. 

Such admissions have often 
caused the downfall of politicians. 
When Michael Dukakis ran for 
President against Ronald Reagan, 1 
and rumours of a past depression 
came to light. Reagan commented 
that he would not pick on an invalid ; 
-and went on to win. 

Being "out" about mental health . 
problems has also cost many lesser 
mortals theirjobs, which partly 
explains why only 13 per cent of 
people with long-term mental 
health problems are working, a 
lower rate than for any other group 
of people with long-term health 
problems. 

Let us hope that Mr Bondevik s 
frankness, and the sympathetic 
response he has received, is a sign 1 
of a new wave of tolerance 
sweeping across Europe. 
lizsayce 

HeadofPolicy 

Mind, The Mental Health Charity 
London Ei5 1 

TV times 

Sir I share the dismay of Alas tair 
Burnet and others at the proposed 
scrapping of News af Ten (report, 2 
September). 

Most of the time it is the only 
programme I care to watch. Fbr 
me, as a teacher, the Bong marks 
the end of my working day, when I ; 
can at last set aside my marking 
and preparation and settle down to 
the soothing presence of'frevor 
MacDonald. As for that 
argumentative and sneering bunch , 
over on BBC2, they just make me 
want to shout, “Will you lot stop 
that stupid squabbling?" 

What I reafiy love is well made, 
intelligent, well acted drama. But ; 
there is so little of it these days that . 
with the loss of News at Tm we 
may as well throw the television 
out and save the licence fee. How 
I'm going to wind down at 10 
o'clock is not clear 
KATHARINE WATSON ! 

Richmond, Surrey 


as saying, "Capital flight is a 
matter for the country whose 
capital is flying” (“Carpetbaggers 
who take theirwealth to the West”, 
29 August). 

The current crisis suggests that 
it is, and always was, very much a 
matter for the West too. It was 
obvious that the Russian economy 
would become a hotbed of 
corruption with easy pickings for 
the Mafia and with massive illegal 
currency exports a natural result 
Why did we not offer to help the 
Russian government instead of 
egging it on dogmatically towards 
foil convertibility of file rouble? 
After ah,' we would have been quick 
enough to stop any export of, say 
drugs or people: why not 
currency? 

Thus it is the greed of Wfestern 
governments and banks whose 
short-termism we have to thank • 
for exacerbating, if not actually 
causing, the current crisis. 

Perhaps it is not too late, even now, 
to indude an offer to co-operate 
with Russia in staunching the 
drain of foreign currency across 
our borders as part of any new 
financial deal. 

COLIN MUR1SON SMALL 
London SE27 

Sir David Anderson (“Death of the 
African dream" 27 August) puls 
his faith in the United States and 
Western intentions and aims in 
Africa what he calls the “African 
Renaissance”. 

He suggests that IMF/ World 
Bank Structural Adjustment 
Programmes (SAPs) “have helped 
nurture the tree of democracy". 
This is questionable when one 
looks at the poverty and hardship 
that these programmes have 
caused in debt-ridden countries. 
They are not nicknamed “austerity 
programmes" by those in the non- 
profit development sector for 
nothing. This poverty, itself, can 
explain some political tensions. 

The SAPs are intended to help 
these countries overcome their 


debts. But the third-world debt 
crisis is the result of amoral and 
foolish international loans made by 
the US and Western banks in the 
late Seventies. International banks 
have profited vastty by the interest 
on these loans. 

The SAPs involve freeing the 
markets from government 
controls, allowing (Western) multi- 
national companies to make 
“investments” in poorer countries, 
where labour is cheaper; and 
safety regulations weakest 

Anderson suggested that file US 
and file West seemed to consider 
Kabila’s victory in the Congo last 
year a good pointer to increased 
stability in Africa: “An African 
Renaissance was underway and 
America was keen to usher it in". 
How ironic considering that US 
and “Western" backing kept 
Mobutu in power in Zaire for so 
long 

It seems to me that US and 
Western “hopes that a new age of 
stability was emerging in Africa” 
never existed at all; with so much 
more to gain from misery, debts 
and politica l confl ict 
JOOSTFONTEIN 
East Chddon, Devon 


Weak constitution 

Sin Anthony Barnett (“After 
Diana: The femity that fell to 
earth", 28 August) ingeniously 
uses file media’s need to exploit 
Diana’s death to slide into his pet 
subject, the written constitution. I 
do wonder why commentators 
harp on about reform of the 
monarchy, or the Lords, when 
neither has much power; it is the 
Commons, which has, whose 
corruption badly needs reforming 

Politicians love sitting in 
committees to devise such things 
as written constitutions. The * 
fallacy is to believe that tbqy 
guarantee something Stalin no 
doubt operated under a written 
constitution guaranteeing all sorts 
of democratic rights. Hitler came 
into power under a written 
constitution with complete 
legitimacy. Modern Germany is a 
democracy not because of her 
constitution, but because of the 
determination of her people that it 
shall be so. 

Mr Barnett wants a dean slate, 
but there is no such thing, as 
recent history, from file USSR to 
Ireland, via Jugoslavia, 


Sir It is never rigbt to blame to 
the victims of mass murder for 
their deaths. That is what John 
Pollock does in his piece on 
Kitchener (Historical Notes, 2 
September), when he says of 
file deaths of 26,000 civilians 
during the Anglo-South African 
War, that “the insanitary habits 
of the Boer women formed the 
primary cause of the epidemic”. 
The real reason for the deaths 
was that Kitchener and the 
British made war against 
civilians by incarcerating them 
in concentration camps. This it 
has to be acknowledged as a 
war crime. 

JOHN STRAWSON 
London N19 


IN BRIEF 


Sin “Britain is becomings 
multiracial, multicultural 
society”: Lesley Downer joins 
the ranks of independent 
writers who, with monotonous 
regularity trot out this 
inaccurate statement 
(“Wanted: a brand new caste”, 

2 September). 

London may be multiracial 
and multicultural Britain (94.5 
per cent white), Scotland (98.7 
per cent white), Wales (98^ per 
cent white) are not 
LINDA MITCHELL 
Usk. 

Gwent 


demonstrates. Gavin Iyall once 
made the observation that freedom 
and democracy don’t depend on 
constitutions but on the ability of 
the people to say “Hey you can't do 
that!” Ch; if you like, on eternal 
vigilance. A guarantee created by 
politicians is a paper shield. 
WILLIAM STEVENSON 
Edinburgh 

Not my creed 

Sin John Walsh’s satirical item “I 
say there, are you absolved?" (31 
August) andEamon Duffy’s letter (2 
September) should stir the Church, 
especially the Church of England, to 
do samefiling about file required 
recital ofthe creed in its services. 

• I squirm when my good priest 
friends invite the congregations of 
which I am a part “to affirm our 
faith by joining in saying the 
Nicene Creed". This creed does 
not affirm my faith. It affirms my 
awareness of the historically ever- 
developing nature of the Christian 
faith. It came from a noble desire 
in the fourth century to express 
the Christian development of 
Jewish religious thought in terms 
of the then current Greek 


Sin I wonder how many of your 
readers gazed at the image of 
our planet on page 5 of the 
Wednesday Review (“Life on 
Earth doesn't need ns", 2 
September) and marvelled at 
its beauty. I wonder how many 
of those readers noticed that 
Madagascar now lies off the 
west coast of Africa and that 
the Arabian Peninsula lies 
west of the Red Sea. 

We are clever but obviously 
not clever enough, and I would 
agree with Lynn Margulis that 
the long-term outlook for the 
h uman species is not good. 

C STEPHEN FROST 
ColwynBay, 

Ckojfd 


philosophical view of the world - 
and from having more than half an 
eye cm Roman ideas of 
organisation and political unity. 

The theological education of the 
clergy equips us to understand 
that the gospels are not historical 
accounts of the life of Jesus, but 
creative writing a generation or 
two or three after his death, and 

that mnstlifrirgk-fll Iunguagfe can . 

be understood symbolically. There 
is, however; a deafening and 
deadening silence from the 
hierarchy about these issues. It 
results in depressed people in 
congregations walking sadly away 
from the Church. 

When will the bishops and other 
church leaders give an honest lead 
by sharing publicly their 
knowledge ofthe development in 
biblical and theological 
scholarship of the last l50years? 
RONALD PEARSE 
Secretary, Sea afPaith Network 
Loughborough, Leicestershire 

Measles victims 

Sin I hope the withdrawal ofthe 
single measles vaccine (“Measles 
jab withdrawn due to ‘high 
demand’ ", 1 September) does not 
mean that children will not be 
vaccinated against measles. This 
disease is not to be taken lightly. 
Throughout the world many 
children die from it and I for one 
was left deaf in one ear by it 
It is easy for us in a healthy 

country to forget that diseases that 
have disappeared here are still 
commonplace elsewhere in the 
world. It is only through vigilance 
and immunisation programmes 
that diseases like smallpox and 
polio are eradicated. 

Elsewhere in the world whether 
or not to have the triple MMR 
vaccination would not be a choice. 
It would not be available to 
mothers who would dearly love to 
protec t the ir children in this way. 
ANDREW PRING 
Bradford 


Sir Gill Jefford (letters, 2 
September) is of course right that 
more means worse TV but the 
situation is long past any mending , 
May I suggest that she recognise 
reality and just get rid of the TV? ! 

Leave it to those who enjoy it 
and start doing something worth 
while with y our life . 

JEREMY SMITH 
Berbhamsted,4{er$mlshire — 

Mall madness 

Sir Mick Hucknefl, quoted in your 
feature “The mall that ate 
Manchester” (2 September), is 
absolutely right to describe the 
Trafford Centre as “the supremacy 
of Mammon and bad taste.” But it 
was not a planning error as stated. 

The building of this appalling 
monstrosity was a government 
decision taken against the views of 
most professional town planners - 
a decision that was finally passed 
on a judicial appeal in the House of 
Lords. , 

I have said on record (and 
continue to believe) that its impact j’ . 
on surrounding town centres, and 
on increased traffic congestion, will 
be more disastrous than we can 
contemplate. 

Whilst short-term profits for the ; 
centre’s retailers may increase, V' 

the long-term effects on the 
country’s commerce and 
environment will be damaging 

Tfes, this mall and others like it v 
do predate the “new thinking about , 
out-of-town shopping”. The ‘ ' 
Government now agrees that we 
should not all be spending our time 
sitting on crowded, fume-ridden 
motorways or under mammoth, 4 

sterile domes, sealed off from the “ 
environment and reality. 

Now is the time to pull down the 
grotesque Goliath of the Trafford 
Centre, before it is too late. “ 

TREVOR ROBERTS 
President 

The Royal Tbum Planning 

Institute 

London Wl 
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A people renowned for kisses, knickers, fries and letters 


LESS THAN a fortnigil ago my wife 
and I sat having lunch in a small 
side-street restaurant in Riberac, 
on market day down in the Dor- 
dogne. We were sitting outside on 
the femisse. The place was foil and 
everyone was having a great time. 
The people at the next table had 
even ordered champagne to finish 
their meal with (one of them, a lady 
in a smart suit, was celebrating a 
new r job, and mourning the feet that 
she had to move to Perigueux to do 
it). The only thing that marred the 
occasion for us was that the food 
was terrible. 

I mean, realty terrible. The soup 
was a thin vegetable broth with 
packet noodles in it The salad 
contained what looted like spam. 
The conjtt de canard wasn't bad, 
even if the vegetables were. But 
having chosen cheese instead of a 


dessert I was mystified to find that 
the cheese selection contained not 
one fresh cheese. Everything came 
wrapped in silver paper. On a mar- 
ket day in France, a busy restau- 
rant could not be bothered to buy 
one fresh cheese. Incroyable! 

Later I ventured to mention our 
experience to some local residents. 
They were surprised. They had 
heard such good reports of the 
place. “No," we insisted, “the food 
was terrible.” 

“Maybe," they said doubtfully, 
“but we have always been told 
that the ambiance is terrific." 

It was certainty true that the 
place was full of joyful French 
eaters. And while puzzling ova* this 
contradiction I remembered my 
friend Bill's theory. I knew BUI at 
Oxford. Lite me, he studied 
French. Unlike me, he thought he 


had got the French sussed out 
“What the French are best at is per- 
suading other people that they are 
best at things," be said “If you can 
do that, you don’t actually have to 
be best at anything" 

“Give me an example." 

“Certainty Art Tbe French have 
convinced everyone thatFtois is the 
art capital ofthe world Well it was 
once. There was a time when the 
French either had foe best painters 
or lured them here. But fills hasn’t 
been true for ages. Can you think 
of a single living French painter?" 

“Only Bernard Buffet" 

“Who is terrible." 

“Yes." 

“Ym can’t think ofa good living 
French pain ter yet you see nothing 
wrong to Paris being thought of as 
the world’s art centre...” 

Bill went on to point out that the 



Miles 

Kington 

Like me, Bill studied 
French. Unlike me, he 
thought he had got the 
French sussed out 

French also literi to rlaim leader- 
ship of the world of philosophy by 
producing some fashionable and 


disposable school of thought every 
20 years. When he expounded the 
theory to me, he was thinking of ex- 
istentiali&m and all that hand-jive. 
Nowadays he would be thinking of 
structuralism and all that baloney 
Bill didn’t mention wine to me, 
because to those days even he 
thought French wine realty was the 
best but the French have had a 
harder job talking up their wines to 
recent years. (Z once asked to a 
French wine shop if they had any 
Australian wines. “Do they make 
wines to Australia?” said the man, 
with a straight face.) But there 
aga in , a conjuring trick has been 
used by the French to maintain su- 
premacy. It is called “vintage 
years”. I once read a booklet about 
South African wines in which the 
writer explained that vintage years 
dtorft mean a lot to South Africa be- 


cause with consistently good 
weather to the Cape, every year 
was a good year Vintage years 
were onty necessary he said, in 
countries like France where they 
often had bad years. It might have 
been Bill writing the bootoet 

There are some areas to whidi 
the French are genuinely good 
and don’t have to show off. Ru^by. 
And soccer too, now. Bandes dess- 
inees. Film. Jazz violinists and pi- 
anists. Clothes sense. (I am told 
that punk fashion never worked in 
France because the French could- 
n’t bear to be that unstylish, and 
French punks looked ever so chic.) 

There are also areas to which 
the French are genuinely bad. I 
think TV may be one. Modern pop 
music certainly is. Johnny Hafliday 

was the first French attempt to pro- 
duce a genuine rock musician. Not 


onty was he pathetically unsuc- 
cessful outside France, he is still, 
30 years later their onty serious con- 
tender as “un rocker" - last week 
Paris Match had him on the cover 
prior to a huge series of rock con- 
certs to the capitaL It was as if we 
had never found anyone to replace 

Tommy Steele. 

Well was Bill right? Whatever 
the French are good a tare they re- 
alty best of all a tat public relations? 

Put it another way. The word 
“pub” has two meanings in French. 
When it is masculine, le pub, it 
means a pub. But when it is femi- 
nine, la pub is short for la public- 
ity and means public relations. 
There is no doubt which the 
French think is more important 
and which we do. Well vise la dif- 
jhrence, as someone once stud. 
Frenchman, probably. 
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Some sound ideas, 
but don’t forget 
liberalism, Paddy 

IT IS the ultimate test of political utility: if the liberal 
Democrats did not exist, would we have to invent 
tnem? Fortunately for Paddy Ashdown, the answer is 
emphatically Yes. Without them, there would be a 
liberal-shaped hole at the heart of the nation. But, by 
tiie shades of Gladstone, Keynes and Beveridge, that 
does not stop Paddy talking a lot of guff He presented 
y e sterday J s wide-ranging policy document as “the most 
radical repositioning and recasting of a party’s agenda 
1 think we have seen in the last five or 10 years”. 

It was a c lai m as baseless as it was unnecessary. 
Whatever we think of the merits of Mr Blair’s cult of 
the New, and his re-writing of Labour’s constitution, his 

is a hard act of repositioning and recasting to follow. And 

Mr Ashdown should not try to follow it. Liberalism ha s 
a past of which it should be proud, and .which provides 
it with a strong claim to the future. Mr Ashdown does 
not need to go around ditching and dumping in order 
to produce a party committed to the free market, to 
Europe, to the environment and to a more democratic 
constitution. The Liberal Democrat party and its pre- 
decessors have long been those things. 

We should, too, take yesterday’s policy document with 
a pinch of salt - 01; rather- as a pinch of salt Its func- 
tion should be to add flavour to the political debate. After 
all, this is less an old-fashioned composite resolution and 
more ah American-styie “platform” for the lib Dem 
party convention in Brighton later this month. 

The proposals on tax are useful, not because it is fea- 
sible to abolish income tax on everyone on, or below, 
average earnings. It was the case after the war that 
income tax was only paid by the better-off, but the shape 
of income distribution has changed since then. Never- 
theless, it is worth asking the question: is our tax sys- 
tem progressive enough? 

Fbr the vast bulk of the population, c ombine d mar- 
ginal rates of tax and National Insurance rise (with a 
dip in the middle) from 33 per cent to 40 per cent There 
is a strong case for cutting taxes on income at the lower 
end, and raising revenue instead from taxes on energy 
and pollution, with protection for those on state bene- 
fits - a case the liberal Democrats are well placed to 
make, with both Labour and the Tories prisoners erf 
history in this matter. 

As for the other new gizmos in the document, the gist 
of the policy on pensions is right in suggesting per- 
sonalised pensions for aD but, as Frank Field found, the 
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details can be diabolicaL WhQe the idea of “neighbour- 
hood committees” to run schools, instead of local coun- 
cils, sounds like the sort of charter for social misfits and 
busybodies that such well-meaning attempts at local 
democracy often become. 

However the real value of the Lib Dems is not as a 
glorified think-tank but as advocates of an ideology. Yes- 
terday i Mr Ashdown trotted out his by-now standard 
evasion of the question of whether he was moving the 
party to the left or the right He says be is moving the 
party forwards, “out ahead of British politics”. It sounds 
good, but it is meaningless. He should be moving his 
party towards genuine liberalism. 


His consistent defence of civil liberties, his opposition 
to censorship, his advocacy of our rights as citizens 
rather than subjects, should all be applauded. Unfor- 
tunately, his actions have not always lived up to his 
words. On Wednesday night, for example, Lib Dem MPs 
should have been voting against the Government’s 
rushed and unnecessary 'terrorism and Conspiracy BilL 
When it comes to the Government’s failure to enact 
Freedom of Information law, and its decision to arrest 
David Shayler; Mr Ashdown has been curiously muted. 
His desire to secure a historic reform of the electoral 
system is understandable, but his pandering to Mr Blair 
should not be allowed to obscure the liberal message. 


A modernised monarchy? I don’t 
think so - just look at poor Harry 


THOSE POOR, poor boys must be left 
alone. This was the sentiment when 
Diana died Her sons must be left to 
develop as “normally’ 1 as possible. 
The gentlemen of the press agreed. 
At the funeral we were asked not to 
look at Harry and William, even 
though millions watched those kids 
walk for what seemed like miles be- 
hind their mother's coffin. 

Prince Harry, however, is back on 
the front pages. He is not bring left 
alone, and I feel as sorry for him as 
I ever did. The boy has not only got 

to cope with his loss, but is now bring 
sent oft to Eton. This is apparently 
co nsidere d what’s best for him. When 
I look at this teenager in a tweed jack- 
etwith leather elbow patches, I could 
weep. What other 13-year- olds do 
you know who wear “light sports 
jackets”? What are the? dotog 
bid who, when he changes out of his 
sports jacket will have to change 
into a penguin suit ? 

He will, we are lovingly informed, 
be referred to as an “F-tit” . He wfll 
have an armed detective sleeping 
next doon and he win, according to 
past survivors of Eton, probably feel 
so intimidated by the older boys that 
he will not be able to eat anything. He 
will follow in the footsteps of his 
older brother, who was so nervous 

that when asfced what religion he was, 
had to be told that he was C of E. Per- 
haps his father had never told him 
that this was yet another institution 
that he was head ot 

Tho ugh Harry has lost his moth- 
er; he is being sent to an establish- 
ment where women will be few and 
far between. There is, of course, “the 
dame" of Manor House who he wjU 
have to call Ma’am. Last year; The 


Daily Telegraph, writing of the plight 
of Prince Wffliam, said that.: “No 
boarding school is better equipped 
than Eton to offer consolation and 
support to a boy who has lost his 
mother” I beg to dffiec Fbr a start, in- 
spectors from other independent 
schools have recentty commented on 
the shortage of women in senior po- 
sitions on the teaching staff; Fewer 
than 10 out of 146 means that the 
pupils have “only limited opportuni- 
ties to witness adult females in key 
roles in the school”. Eton prides itself 
on its pastoral care, but please don’t 
try tuning me that knowing a few 
“dames” amounts to anything re- 
sembling normality. 

This may be the Nineties, when 
scxne people are talking about the end 
of the age of deference, yet, far all the 
baseball caps and dhats with various 
Spice Girls, the young princes have 
entered a system that effectively by- 
passes the 20th century. I am well 
aware that putting children into care 
and caning it education is a long time 
habit of the ruling classes, but please 
let us not pretend it has anything to 

do with a modem sensibiixty which ap- 
parently the royals are now keen to 
convey. 

Charles, who some would say was 
permanently traumatised by his ex- 
periences at Gordcnstoun, could have 
made a stand about his own children’s 
schooling, but when it comes to pub- 
lic school, we know that the sins erffhe 
father are invariably revisited upon 
their own sons. Those who are happy 
to tell of tiie dreadful abuse and lone- 
liness they suffered, in what Orwell 
once called the “nurseries of empire", 
sfiH feel compelled to inflict such ex- 
periences upon their own offspring. 



Suzanne 

Moore 

Though Harry has lost his 
mother he will be sent to an 
establishment where women 
will be few and far between 

We have witnessed the efforts that 
the ageing, dithering, impossibly 
sheltered Charles has made to be 
more touchy feeiy since the death of 
Diana. According to certain opinion 
polls, it has paid off. No one, not even 
me. is totally devoid of sympathy for 
this damaged specimen. 

Yfet, despite p ro nouncements from 
the palace, and despite the presence 
of spin doctors on fat cat salaries, 
what has the modernisation of the 
monarchy actually amounted to? The 
public reaction to Diana’s death pro- 
voked a re-think. Not, you understand, 

a re-think about the reality of the 
monarchy, but a re-think about the 
way that reality is to be presented. 
“We have certainty learned lessons 
from the way the Princess carried o«t 
her engagements” a palace 
spokesman said. “We have tried to in- 
corporate a greater informality into 
the planning of royal events.” The 


palace has also recognised Diana's 
unerring ability “at picking issues”. 

But what is planned informality 
apart from an oxymoron? It appears 
to mean that the Queen has seen sin- 
gle parents, a pensioners’ flat, a pub- 
lic house and a hamburger ban little 
else has changed. Even the Palace ad- 
mits that when it comes to toe Queen, 
a change of image has not occurred, 
but rather there has been “a fine tun- 
ing' of the way she is presented. This 
makes her sound like an old boOei; but 
obviously we all know the Queen is too 
far gone to alter much. Asking her to 
appear hip is as silly as expecting us 
to believe that Tony Blair is ftmda- 
mentaltycooL 

Something though, is expected of 
Charles, and his faltering attempts to 
deliver a public persona slightty more 
in tune with the times seems to have 
fooled at least some of the people 
some of the time. Yfet what has hap- 
pened to Eari Spencer’s pledge to con- 
tinue to h e lp bring up the beys in “the 
imaginative way" his sister had pio- 
neered? There was, it must be said, 
a limit to Diana’s imagination, fbr she 
presumably most have consented 
for Prince William to have been sent 
to Eton in the first place. 

Now, as privilege drearily repli- 
cates itself in its institutionalised 
form, we must ask if any thing re- 
sembling modernisation has realty oc- 
curred. The stilted efforts at the 
common touch have been left to the 
younger generation of royals, as if we 
might be persuaded that the products 
of this archaic institution are just like 
us. Sometimes they are. Fbt, drunk, 
divorced, gay and miserable. 

Fm afraid though that the sight of 
Harry in his “light sports jacket" 


should remind us that, in others 
ways, these people are not like us at 
alL Not for them the nightmare of 
parental choice over schooling, or 
even the qualms that ordinary people 
might feel about single sex education, 
about not living with their own kids 
for much of the year or about hand- 
ing over their emotional care- taking 
to employees. Instead, they are con- 
fident that an upbringing which 
promises ’‘surrogate mothers” and 
sexual apartheid, which is broken only 
by tiie groups of suitable giris who are 
bussed in occasionally; is character 
forming. 

Diana may have done some of 
this differently, but on the whole she 
went along with the programme. Her 
extraordinary ability was to make peo- 
ple feel she understood something of 
thrir lives, even when her own was so 
vastly different Not one of the other 
royals bas this gift and nor is likely 
to happen if these awfal traditions are 
carried on. 

A year ago, we thought that if the 
monarchy (fid not modernise, it would 
be finished - a year later it has made 
concessions only in its style, not in its 
substance. Compassion for Harry 
and William is not enough to quell the 
demand fbr change. The monarchy 
should still be concerned, not at re- 
publican hatred, but at public indif- 
ference. The odd informal visit to the 
reri worid - the way the people of this 
country live now - onty reinforces 
thrir distance from it. 

What evidence is there that tire 
firm has, in any serious way, become 
more modem? The Blairs have been 
annotated as favoured in-laws and, Oh 
yes, Zara Phillips has got her tongue 
pierced. How radical. 


Capital CONTROLS are being 
recognised as a respectable op- 


tion for governments 
an effective policy instrument 
to prevent further financial 
turbulence. Malaysia is the 

first affected Asian country to 

fab. tha Maaoimi fit exchange 


controls. Its decision should be 

welcomed as an effort to break 
w through the maze of crises. If 

the Malaysian policies suc- 
ceed, we can expect others to 
follow in its footsteps - rf the 
IMF allows them to, that is. 

The Star, Malaysia 


DOOMSDAY SCENARIOS for 
Malay sia are tnrea vWhere bring 
drawn, the most common con- 
clusion being that now Dr Ma- 
hathir has fenced the country 

off from the outside world, gear 

ufoe investors will no longer 
bother with it If Mahathir is 
using these drastic measures 

to put his house m order; before 

reo pening to the outside world 
with stronger regulations in 
place, he may yet have the 
last laugh- Only time wfll telL 
What matters most is that the 
regional financial turmoil 


MONITOR 

ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 
Mahathir introduces exchange 
controls in Malaysian markets 



which has taken a heavy toll will 
not bring about serial disorder 
The moves, contrary to IMF 
prescriptions, may be what the 
country needs at this stage. 
Hong Kong Standard 


THE SHOCKING measures an- 
mamcedty the Prime Minister, 
Datnk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo- 
hamad, to peg the ringgit at a 
fixed rate to insulate the econ- 
omy from further external 


v iilnerahnHipq is h Hffr^ r the nail 
right on the head. It is ab- 
solutely right to control cur- 
rency speculation. The bold 
move will definitely strengthen 
the value of the rin g git and re- 
store the economy speedily. 
Sarawak Tribune, Malaysia 

CAN SUCH drastic and un- 
orthodox measures stop the 
economy from sliding into a 
slump? Tie truth win be known 
in the critical days ahead. Dr 
Mahathir hopes that Malaysia 
can be sheltered from the 


turbulence that has roiled the 
world’s financial markets. But 
interference with the free 
movement of capital has its 
costs, and there is no certainty 
that the new measures will 
solve Malaysia’s economic cri- 
sis. Everything depends on 
how the measures are imple- 
mented Malaysia had better 
pray that they succeed. If not, 
there is much to lose. These are 
a supplement to reforms, not an 
alternative. Dr Mahathir 
should remember that 
Straits Times, Malaysia 


Stop selling off 
our honours 


IT IS now more obvious than ever that when the Pre- 
vention of Abuses Act put an end to the scandal of 
Uoyd George’s sale of honours, it simpty drove the 
practice underground rather than eradicated it 
Richard Branson has told The Independent that the 
last government hinted at an honour if he would chip 
in to the Conservative party’s coffers. This is the kind 
of direct quo in return for quid which was always sus- 
pected of the Tories, but never proven. Scrutiny of the 
published Tory donations from companies showed a 
remarkable degree of correlation with the award of 
knighthoods and peerages to thrir bosses. Labour’s 
much greater openness last weekend about its source 
of funds revealed a similar, if less strong, correlation. 

There are two solutions. One would be to revert to 
the pre-1925 position, only to remit the funds raised 
to the Exchequer rather than to the Prime Minister’s 
party Now that the DVLC has realised that it can save 
public money fry flogging off unusual combinations of 
numbers and letters, the Treasury could move in to 
realise the value of the long lists of Ks, OBEs, MBEs 
and so on, which are currently handed out free of 
charge. The going rate for peerages before 1925 was 
£100,000, for baronetcies £40,000 and knighthoods 
£10,000. Gordon Brown could pay off the National Debt 
in no time if those were updated to today’s prices. 

However, that might be thought a little demeaning 
to the ideas of merit, not to mention honour; which are 
supposed to be embodied in the honours system. 

The other solution would be to abolish knighthoods 
and rewards for political or royal service, and to give 
responsibility for the handing-out of honours of equal 
worth to an independent botty. The careful gradation 
of imperial orders is an incentive to the wnrst of British 
snobbery: there should be a single mark of public 
respect - the British Medal, say. It could be awarded 
in tiie Queen’s name, on condition that the monarchy 
give up any pretensions to political power - or “per- 
rogative” as George V used to misspell it when com- 
plaining to Uoyd George about his policy. That way, 
long-serving lollipop ladies and heroic police officers 
could be recognised without the honours lists being 
dogged up with time servers and party funders. 

Membership of the House of Lords, similar ly, should 
be allocated by an independent commission - to the 
extent that it is not decided by the rather more exact- 
ing mechanism of democratic election. 

Fifteen prime ministers after Uoyd George, the old 
rascal’s clean-cut successor has failed to attack the 
corrupt honours system with his vaunted radicalism. j 


Q uote of the Day 

“You voted for a future different from the past Now 
you must prove that the passion for reason and 
moderation can trump the power of extremes.” 
BUI Clinton 

addressing die people qf Northern Ireland 

Thought for the Day 

“A dash of doctrines is not a disaster - 
it is an opportunity.” 

AN Whitehead, 

British philosopher 
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Pandora 


ALAN MCGEE, the man who 
brought us Oasis, is facing a 
backlash from the music 
business. The Creation 
Records man has been 
putting backs up recently by 
pronouncing that the music 
industry is dead. While 
insiders recognise the 
cyclical nature of the industry, 
no one is thanking him for 
making dubious statements 
about issues such as 
distribution of music via the 
Internet McGee was a key 
figure at last year’s In The 
City music festival the only 
convention covering the 
entire UK music industry. At 
this year’s festival in 
Manchester, however; things 
will be a little different. The 
festival by-line is alleged to be 
“Alan McGee is fell of 
T-shirts bearing a similar 
message are also said to be 
available in true festival style. 


MEANWHILE, PADDY has 
strenuously denied that his 
Action Man status is under 
threat Before the 
parliamentary recess the 
Lib Dem leader was 
reportedly making much of 
the feet that he was the 
only party leader with a fell 
head of hair. However, at a 


press conference yesterday 
to show off the Lib Dem’s 


policy review he had to 
rebut accusations that his 
hair was beginning to grey 
“I have no grey hair and 
never have had,” he 
retorted. Steady on Paddy, 
all that stress will make 
your hair fall out. 


AFTER DES O’ Connor’s 
unchallenging interview 
with Tony Blair, it seems 
that the crooner of 
yesteryear has found a 
home in Labour Party 
popular culture. Basildon 
MP Angela Smith has 
agreed to listen to Des’ 
dulcet tones for a whole 24 
hours next week to raise 
money for a local hospice. “I 
didn’t want to do anything 
that would make me look 
stupid, like winning a 
marathon.” the MP said. 

But surety this was a 
formidable test of mental 
endurance, equal to running 
over 26 miles? “A sponsored 
silence would be for more 
diffi cult" confessed the MP 
Ah, bnt then people would 
pay good money for a 
politician’s silence. 


CLAUS VON BtllOW, Lord 
Jeffrey Archer of Weston- ' 
super-Mare and Martyn 
Lewis are apparently united 
in their love of Shakespeare, 
according to a press release 
from the Globe Theatre 
promoting their efforts to 
fundraise for the 
International Shakespeare 
Globe Centre. Pandora 
wondered if Shakespeare had 
mayoral hopeful Archer in 
min d when he wrote in 
Antony & Cleopatra: “Give 
me my robe, put ou my 
crown; I have immortal 
longings in me." While the 
great bard pre-dated 
“feelgood” news merchant 
Martyn Lewis when, in the 
same play he wrote “The 
nature of bad news infects the 
teller." As for von BQlow, 
there was a time when people 
thought he had taken some 
inspiration from the final 
scenes of Hamlet. Obviously 
this wasn’t the case. 


The telly’s no place for reality 


THE PLACE to be a fly on the wall 
on Tuesday morning was, certainly, 
the offices of Channel 4, as senior 
executives learnt, with what emo- 
tions one can only guess, that they 
had been had in a spectacular man- 
ner The latest in the interminable 
line of real life docu-soaps was due 
. to be broadcast an Wfednesday night 
Daddy’s Girl a study of three 
daughters and their fathers in the 
approved cmema-v&ite manner; 
turned out, however; to be not quite 
what they had supposed; the father 

of one of the girls sawa traOei; and 
telephoned Channel 4 with die in- 
teresting information that his 
daughter’s “father” in the film was 
an impostor; that he was, in real life, 
her boyfriend. 

The makers of the documen- 
tary; Blast! Films, and Channel 4, 
had been duped by an elaborately 
staged piece of acting by the girl 
Victoria Cheetham, and her 
boyfriend, Stuart Smith Their mo- 
tives seem to be pretty clear. Miss 
Cheetham is trying to make it as a 
model, e°d the kind of exposure 
which a Channel 4 fly-on-the-wall 
documentary provides could only 
have helped her careen Victoria 



Philip 

hensher 

The editing procedure 
produces not ' a slice of 
' life’ but a story, as 
calculated as * EastEnders ' 


Cheetham may not have quite such 
high principles of honesty as you or 
me, but she can hardly be blamed 
for thinking that her career would 
be helped if, as reported, she were 
prepared to vomit over a camera in 
front of the eager nation. 

Channel 4 promptly pulled the 
film from the schedules, and start- 
ed making highly serious noises 
about legal action against the 


couple: The film-makers had been 
deceived into thinking they were 
wa tching real life; the channel had 

thought so too; and now they were 
joDyweD going tomake sure thatthe 
public weren’t fed fiction in the 
guise of reality “It is imp o r tant,” the 
deputy director of programmes was 
repeal as saying, “that none of our 
viewers has teen misled.” 

Realty and truly? I must say, 
this seems rather an « muring sort 
of thing to say as if no misleading 
ever went on in fly-on-the-wall doc- 
umentaries, as if the reporting 
which these films indulge in were 
completely naive, without inven- 
tion or fantasy. I don't mean the few 
octmions when a director has asked 
someone to act out a scene that has 
previously occurred- that woman 
who couldn’t drive, for instance, 
who was filmed by the BBC prac- 
tising her knowledge of the Highway 
Code in the middle of the nigh t. Or 
the confessional shows, where a sen- 
sationally baroque sexual tangle 
has all too obviously been contrived 
by the participants. No, I mean the 
constant low-level invention, the 
falsification of reality that goes on 
in fly-on-the-wall documentaries. 


There was a French post-struc- 
turalist who declared that the Gulf 
\fer hadn’t taken place, that through 
the heavy veil of CNN, highly edit- 
ed ^ TV drama, and media higbhghfe, 
little, if anything, in the way of 
“reality" could be perceived. He’d 
have had a field day with Driving 
School and its grisly offshoots. Con- 
sider; for a moment, how these 
films are made. A job with dramat- 
ic, or at least visual potential is set- 
tled on by the film-makers, Traffic 
wardens who get shouted at in the 
street are good; novelists who sit on 
sofas eating toast-and-marmite, 
while wondering whether that 
comma ought to come out, are not 
so promising. 

Locations and subjects are 
scouted out; a traffic warden who is 
intensely talkative and, say, with a 

burning ambition to be the next Rob- 
bie Williams, will be deemed “good 
TV". The extrovert subject is fol- 
lowed round day and night for 
months on end; is asked to talk about 
his life fra: the benefit of the camera, 
and altogether to show off like an 
eight-year-old at his birthday party. 

And then it is edited. We’ve got 
used to certain conventions of film 


making- the hand-held camera, for 
instance - that signal "reality” to us, 
so that, switching on in the middle 
of a TV programme, we can imme- 
diately distinguish by its visual tex 
turea documentary ora drama And 
it's only these flimsy conventions 
which allow us to ignore how in- 
credibly artificial the result is, how 
the editing procedure usually pro- 
duces not a “slice of life”, but a story. 

a film in the end. which is as calcu- 
lated and laden with morality as 
EastEnders. 

It's difficult to get worked up 
about Victoria Cheetham and her 
boyfriend's deception on Blast! 
F ilms - they were giving the film- 
makers precisely what they wanted. 
And film-makers, in turn, give view- 
ers what they want: a good story. 

Will Keith achieve his dream 
and become a singing star? Will 
Carol overcome years of heart- 
break and become pregnant? Will 
crippled tittle Samantha ever dance 
again? Well, of course they will: be- 
cause there's no point in telling an 
agains t- all- the- o d ds story if the 
odds triumph. That’s not a story, 
that’s real life: and real life is not 
something anyone is interested in. 


ministers 


message on drugs 


“A CITIZENS' Tax Contract 
could make politician’s 
promises more explicit and. 
their delivery subject to 
closer scrutiny. Why not send 
tiie Tax Contract to every 
household in the land? ... An 
opportunity for every 
taxpayer to number 
say, five simple 
priorities about how 
they would like their 
money to be 
spent” So said 
Paddy Ashdown, 

Leader of the 


Liberal 
Democrats, at 
a lecture in 
January of 
this year. If 
the F abian 
Society's 
commission 
to “consider 
the aims and 
principles of ! 
a taxation 
system J 
appropriate I 
to the UK m 
as it enters 
the 21st ■ 

century” 
arrives at flT 
simil ar 11 ? 


SUPERMODEL CINDY 
Crawford appears to have 
taken a conning and 
. wicked revenge on the 
paparazzi Crawford is said 
to have been unhappy 
about some recent 
unauthorised photos taken 
of her bathing in France. 
She exacted her “revenge” 
at a golf tournament in 
Switzerland this week. 
__ J “I broke a paparazzo’s 
hand with my tee-off." 
she explained. She 
denied any 
deliberate malice 
bnt it may be 
wise for her 
shoot “Fore” 
□ext time. 




** l 


conclusions, as 
seems likely; will 
there be a place for 
Paddy in their 
bibliography? 


w CHER 

(PICTURED) never 
wanted to be a role 
, model it seems. 

} Chastity Bono, Cher’s 
daughter explains in 
her forthcoming book 
Family Outing: “My 
mother remembers 
clearly the first time 
she thought I was gay. 

- 'You were about 11, and 
j we were in Paris. We all 
decided to play dress up 
' and take silly pictures. 
You dressed up in my 
black leather jacket and 
slicked your hair back, 
’50s-styie. I thought, Oh 
my God. It was the last 
choice of how I wanted 
you to be.’ ” 


I MUST confess that I hadn’t noticed 
the strong whiff ofhypocrisy coming 
out of No 10 Downing Street but the 
young adults of Glasgow sure as hell 
did. The Prime Minis ter, Tbny Blair 
attempting to embrace Noel Gal- 
lagher was in stark contrast to a 
vision of a tough Home Secretary 
desperately trying to get his arm 
around his own son. Tough on 
drugs? Well maybe, not sure really. 
Mixed messages then. 

So how serious is tins government 
about tedding the problem? The 
Government advertised for a “drug 
tsar”, then changed the title imme- 
diately to “drugs co-ordinator”. Post 
election realism creeping in maybe? 

It announced this week over 
£200m pounds of “new money” to 
tackle the problem, yet they might 
as well pour it into the Thames for 
all the good it will do. Why do I reject 
what to many will seem like a rea- 
sonable effort by HMG? Ibr the last 
two years, I have been directing a 
cross-party response to the problem 
north of the border and have been 
as dose to the inner workings of gov- 
ernment on this issue as any sane 
man would want to get! 

I resigned this wedt from my post 
as director of Scotland Against 
Drugs for one very simple reason: 
this government is devoid of the real 
political will to address this problem. 
We have a culture that endorses 
drugs and put that together with an 
almost unlimited supply of drugs on 
the streets of Britain and is it ary 
wonder that we see more experi- 
mentation and a lowering of the age 
of use? Why is this government so 
afraid to address the real issues? 
What is the drug problem? 

Vfefl, the global drug business rep- 
resents 8 per cent of world trade. 
That incidentally is the same as the 
ofl business, to put it in perspective. 
The drug trade is ruthlessly exe- 
cuted and supplier-led. It is 



David 

Macauley 

This government is 
devoid of the real 
political will to address 
the drugs problem 


responsible for 70 per cent of thefts 
in tiie UK (the vast majority of 
house break-ins and thefts from 
cars are drug-related) and it costs 
the NHS a huge amount, with drug 
related admissions to our hospitals 
rising 10-fold since the 1980s. 

So let’s drop the notion that this 
is a victimless crime. It costs us alL 
Edinburgh University tells us that 
Scotland has the worst record of 
drug misuse in the Western world, 
followed by England. We have the 
Home Office telling us, a matter of 
weeks ago, that we are in the midst 
of the UK’s worst heroin epidemic. 
Drug deaths are escalating; we 
have a 13 -year-old boy dead from 
heroin ingestion: we have a dealer 
at 14 convicted through the courts 
and we have a 14-year- old middle- 
dass girl in Aberdeen telling me that 
heroin is “the coolest, chicest thing 
you can do!” I wonder what more is 
needed before we realise that pre- 
sent policies are an unmitigated fail- 
ure. Those in authority seem unable 
or unwilling to see this and the only 
message from government is that 
more of the same win do. 


Well I beg to differ I also suggest 
that current policy; such as it is, is 
deepty at odds with the wishes of the 
people, who placed drug misuse 
number two on the list of things that 
they feel threaten this country most 
Unemployment was number one. All 
I would ask is that the drug problem 
be given the policy weighting it 
deserves. 

Current polity is one of reducing 
toe harm that drugs cause, so called 
“harm minimisation”. To suggest 
that young people should not use 
illegal drugs is drowned out in a 
torrent of political correctness, its 
own form of censorship. This uni- 
versal mantra has led us to our pre- 
sent position. The polity needs to 
shift away from its harm-reduction 
focus to one of intolerance of drugs, 
forcing a shift in the culture ata gov- 
ernment and agency level hade in 
line with public opinion. 

It's easy to be pessimistic but I am 
an optimist and I believe we have the 
tools to tackle this problem at our 
disposal. Money I suspect for once, 
is not the issue. What is needed, of 
course, is political wilL We are happy 
to set targets for our schools and 
hospitals but reluctant to place tar- 
gets on drug misuse 2 wonder if 
politicians, when faced with the 
issue, simply see it as an intractable 
problem and are paralysed by the 
complexity and magnitude of it alL 
The trick is to break it down into 
small digestible pieces and start 
acting. Let's place targets on drug- 
related deaths. Ensure that 
methadone, the heroin substitute, is 
not used as a tool for social control 
but as a weapon in moving addicts 
to a drug-free state and then into 
t raining and employment. 

Tbo radical too bold* for you? So 
wbat is the solution? 

Well let me put things in context 
The drug business is supplier-led. 
The profits are huge. As an example. 



Noel Gallagher and Meg Matthews enter No 10 Downing St 


think of the last bank robbery you 
saw reported in the press. Ybu will 
have difficulty because the villains 
now make theirmoney by dealing in 
drugs. The Police and Customs, 
who do an incredible job with limit- 
ed resources, cannot stop the sup- 
ply of drugs into the country In that 
scenario, the only strategy is one of 
demand reduction. This is not the 
same as harm reductma Education 
has to be at the forefront and that 
needs to start at primary school. 

Local authorities need to market 
and make their facilities mere read- 
ily available to the communities 
they are there to serve. Private 
sector marketing could help in this. 

Enforcement is key. Firstly, (he 
availability of drugs on our streets 
must be drastically reduced. 
Secondty most young people are law- 
abiding and as a consequence any 
tampering with the law to lesson the 
consequences of drug misuse would 
simply draw more young people 
into the scene. 

Just because drug misuse is a 
problem, don't be fooled into taking 
the knee-jerk reaction of deregula- 


tion ordecriminalisation. Changing 
the legal status of adrug will do noth- 
ing to alter its safety, but it will allow 
it to be more widely used. 

Combine all these demand- 
reduction measures with a shift in 
culture which says drugs are 
unfashionable would work: lb de- 
glamourise drugs, we need society 
to become intolerant of the culture 
that says drugs are cooL The PM 
should not allow himself to be seen 
seeking the favour of those that 
advocate a drug lifestyle. 

I simply do not understand the 
Government’s refusal to tackle the 
issue when we have dear prece- 
dents for success. Who in the UK will 
be accountable to the people for drug 
misuse. Our “drug tsar"? I doubt 
he’ll be around to evaluate his 10- 
year strategy. Drug Action Teams? 
Weft, the less said about these un- 
accountable quangos the tetter, in 
my experience. 

So we are back to the policy 
vacuum. Tb continue current polities 
undermines all those parents who 
are desperately frying to keep their 
kids drug-free. 
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Women will make the way for peace 


f THE TERRORISTS tar- 
geted the people of 
Northern Ireland and in 
response, it was the peo- 
ple, all the people, who brave- 
ly stood side by side to say: 
Hatred and violence will no 
longer have a place here. We 
hare chosen ballots not bombs, 
democracy not division, we 
have resolved to live in peace, 
and we will never go back. . 

None of this would have 
been possible were it not for 
the courage and strength of 
generations of women. It was 
women whose whispers of 
“enough” became a torrent of 
voices that could no longer be 
ignored. 

We can hear the voices of 
women in Craigavon, who, in- 
stead of burrowing into their 
sorrow, used the power of the 
pen to heal by writing and 
sharing their poetry, short sto- 
ries, essays and plays. In one 
poem, Madge Steele writes 
about finding common ground: 
“Weave the threads of real 
friendship with the colours of 
life/ Use the pattern of Peace 
and leave out the strife / 
Thread the friends that are 
young along with the old/ And 

you’ll find on your loom a fab- 
ric of Gold." 


If we listen, we can hear the 
voices of those who helped 
weave this fabric of gold - 
grassroots activists lifce the 
late Joyce McCaiten, who lit- 
erally wove communities to- 
gether through the 'Doubles. 

Three years ago, when I 
met Joyce at Ye Olde Lamp- 
lighter on Lower Ormeau 
Road. Around a small wooden 
table, we sapped tea and talked 
about what had brought these 
women together. How they re- 
alised that history and reli- 
gion were keeping them apart 
even when they all wanted the 
same things. Good jobs and 
good schools for their chil- 
dren. Streets you could walk 
down safety. Security and pros- 
perity you could count on. A fu- 
ture you could believe in. 

Hardly a radical agenda. 
But for this Joyce was called a 
‘‘troublemaker”. Well, she had 
another name for herself, and 
when she met me she proudly 
announced that she cafled her- 
self a “Family Feminist”. Be- 
cause saving families was the 
goal of all she did. I have met 
many family feminists around 
the world. In South Africa, 
Bosnia, Kazakhstan, Russia, 
and China, Nicaragua, Brazfl, 
Pakistan and India. 



PODIUM 


Hillary Clinton 

From her keynote 
address at the 
1 Vital Voices: Women 
in Democracy 1 
conference in Belfast 


It was the smart thing for 
women to dear the path for 
reconciliation that brought us 
to this day. And it is the smart 
thing for women to play a cen- 
tral role in the reconstruction 
that will usher in a Northern 
Ireland that fulfills the promise 
of democracy, prosperity and 
yes, peace, for all its citizens. 
Because as you well know the 
Fteace Agreement was the be- 
ginning, not the end. 

If the promise of peace is to 


be fulfilled, then all people 
must be safe from violence. 
And in particular all women 
must be safe from violence, 
whether it happens in their 
homes or on the streets. Do- 
mestic violence, which breeds 
the conditions of violence and 
aggressiveness, setting one 
person against another, must 
be seen for wbat it is: a crime, 
not a family matter 

If the promise of peace is to 
be fulfilled, then all women 
and men must feel free to 
make their voices heard 
through the ballot box and the 
soap box. But, as our country 
has learned, democracy is hard 

work. It is a never-ending 
struggle. You never get it right 
there is no perfect democracy 
and its success ultimately de- 
pends not just on laws and in- 
stitutions, but on attitudes and 
values. On getting along with 
people with whom you have 
profound differences. On the 
lessons we taught children as 
they were tucked into bed at 
night. 

If you think just about 
women and girls, what are 
some of those lessons we want 
women and girls here and 
throughout the world to be 
learning? Do we teach our 


girls that we value them, not 
for what they look like, but for 
what they think, feel do and 
dream? 

Will our businesses do more 
to help women get child-care 
and other toots they need to 
successfully balance work and 
famity so that no women ever 
have to make the choice be- 
tween the job they need to 
put food on the table and the 
time they must give to the 
children they love? 

When a woman speaks up 
in the home, or the communi- 
ty. or the Assembly will she be 
listened to as carefully and 
respectfully as if she were a 
man? 

And, as women, will we fi- 
nally respect each other’s 
choices? Will we admit that 
there is no model for women 
today that is one-size fits all? 
And will we support the choie- - 
es that each of us makes? 

As you struggle both with 
issues unique to Northern Ire- 
land and with ones experi- 
enced by women everywhere, 

I want you to know that. the 
American government, the 
American people, and 
the larger worldwide 
community want to help y 

you succeed. w 
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Make it safe, but keep it free 



T^INTEJlNETciadpomstingfiat 

Mrber this week resulted fadoUns 


, , , . — — • *ruiaj, lias qmie 
rgtly been applauded as a key 

CrPlbA aae m iit a — - — » • . . . * 


Havmg agreed that we should be 
aware that this global operation 
has long term implications forfrce- 
dom of sjteech on tins fledgSng 
owaiuaL If governments can suc- 
ceed in their strike one 

farm of expression, why not others? 

IWt, sav hslp SWW+i imrnniuM 



P®mnotion or political (fissent? After 
aH. the technology that generates 


es the traffic on political discussion 
groups. 

This discussion would not have 
occurred even two years ago. Until 
recently, civil rights advocates were 

gleefully portraying the Internet as 
the key to a Golden Age of free 
speech. They assured us that this 
a m a zing, chaotic medium would 
deliver a death-blow, to State cen- 
sorship throughout the world. 

Looking back to, sax 1996, it 
seems everyone from the G7 to the 
man-in- the-street was convinced 
that the Internet equated to anar- 
chy. Cyberspace, they believed, 
could never be controlled by any gov- 
ernment - totalitarian or other- 
wise. This is stQl the comm on view. 

But now, those same civil rights 
advocates have turned on a six- 
pence, and are warning that the 
world is on the brink of an era of 
unprecedented mas s censorship. 
Fhrfrom bring a morass of anarchy; 
it turns out that the Internet is ho- 
mogeneous and orderly - ideal con- 
ditions for control And despite then- 
much vaunted embrace of free 
speech, the mqjor European States 
are moving quickly with the United 
States to ensure that the old vision 
of the Internet will be still-born. 

Developing countries have al- 
ready travelled along way down Ohs 
road. In 1996, China began estab- 
lishing a technological surveillance 
mechanism over die Internet to cap- 
ture and track the pedlars of "detri- 
mental information". Then, on 
August 13 1996, the government of 
Singapore announced a plan to in- 
stitute a draconian Internet cen- 
sorship policy m tended to "focus on 
content w hich may unde rmine puh- 
lic morals, political stability and re- 
ligious harmony”. 

Three weeks later the ASEAN 
nations (Brunei, Malaysia, Singa- 
pore, Indonesia, Pbffljppmes, Thai — 
land and Vietnam) agfeedto ‘‘pdfice 
the Internet and block off sites that 
rurf counter to Asian values". 

European authorities have de- . 
dded to follow this route, albeit for 
different reasons. A new Europe- ' 
wide initiative -*Ac4kn Plan forSafe 
Use of the Internet" - will be 
established this year Its intention 
is to conduct the censorship equiv- 
alent of a high-tech driftnet fishing 
expedition over the Internet, block- 
ing access to content deemed to be 
harmful, unlawful or undesirable. 
And instead of going through the 
process of legislation to achieve 

this ewi the exercise win be carried 


SIMON DAVIES 

Once the filtering 
infrastructure is in place 
the era of mass censorship 
will have begun 

out on a “voluntary” basis thro ugh 


of the comm unicatio n s media. 

It is bad news for an Internet tbat 
was supposed to be rich with con- 
tent, and free from restraint. The 
precedent was aeated in 1996 when, 
in the wake of anguish over the 
spread erf child pom on the Internet, 
the UK Conservative government 
backed the creation of a voluntary 
body called fee Internet Watch 
foundation QWF). Its brief was to 
alert Internet Service Providers 
(ISPs) - the conduits for Internet 
traffic - about the existence of 
pornographic images on their sites, 
and to militate for their removal. 
The initiative was, in essence, are- 
porting hotline - benign and un- 
controversial. And everyone 
applauded loudly. 

Everyone, that is, except the In- 
ternet rights groups concerned 
with such issu es as freedom of ex- 
pression. The IWF decisions, they 
warned, would he 1 “arbitrary and un- 
accountable”. Government was let 
off the hook on the thorny question 
of censorship, but undera voluntary 
system of censorship there would 
be no due process in law, and no 
legal redress for morale who want- 
ed to contest the IWFs intervention. 
Who determines, for example, the 
fine between obscenity and news re- 
porting, or the tine between pornog- 
raphy and art? 

But while Internet rights groups 
quite correctly ended up condition- 
ally supporting measures against 
child pornography, they warned 
that the voluntary arrangement 
might soon be extended to otoertop- 
ics of public outrage: At that point; 
they signalled, legitimate free ex- 
pression could face arbitrary cen- 
sorship- without due^process or - 
appeal .The boundary between '* 
racism and constructive dialogue is 
grey So too is the line between right- 
ful free speech and ‘incitement”. 
The warnings had substance. 
Tw elve m onths after it setup shop, 
the IWF now wants to tackle every- 
thing from hate speech totenuris^ 
And the Government intends to 
bade it to tiie hilt 

The plan emerg ed earlier this 
yeaq when the IWF puhfished its an- 
nual resu lts. Apparently thanks to 
the IWF 2,000 pornographic Im- 
ages have been removed from the 
Internet, and several proseoztions 
have resulted. Andwhile this is- in 



Attempts to stop pornography on the Internet could lead to blanket censorship 


the words of one rights advocate - 
“like bailing out tile Atlantic with a 
spoon”, the effort attracted praise 
from all quarters of government 

Launching the annual report, 
junior trade and industzy minister 
Barbara Roche said the IWF had 
been so successful she wanted its 
brief extended to indude adult 
pornography breach of copyright, 
racism, mid "ways to protect In- 
ternet users from legal but harm- 
ful material” 

The foil spectrum of areas like- 
ly to be censored and controlled is 
set out in the “Action Plan on Pro- 
moting Sate Use of the Internet”. It 
lists numerous targets, including 
abusive ferns ofmaiketihg threats - 
to national security, bomb-making 
instructions, drug manufacture, 
terrorist activities, violence, in- 
citement to racial hatred, racial dis- 
crimination, fraud, pirating and 
malicious hacking. 

Other areas to be included are 
unauthorised communication of 
personal data, electronic harass- 
ment, IM, unlawful comparative ad- 
vertising, trading standards 
violations, copyright infringements 
and intellectual property offences. 

Then there is the former minis- 
ter’s enigmatic expression “legal but 
harmful". Malcolm Hutty erf the 


Campaign Against Internet Cen- 
sorship in Britain has described this 
as “basically anything that fans 
through tiie legislative net", while 
Vaman Akdaniz of the UK-based 
Cyber-Rights & Cyber-liberties be- 
lieves it is “anything the minister 
deems to be offensive, co n tro v er si al, 
subversive or penurious”. 

The Pbundatioifs proposals seem 
at first sightto be benign. Offensive 
or illegal material will be kept at bqy 
through the use of software that can 
detect the extent of offensive con- 
tent on websites by scanning for 
words, phrases and other indica- 
tions. This appr oach would, as- 
sured the IWF, “meet parents' 
concerns about. Internet, content, 
that is unsuitable for children. 

In addition, blocking and filtering 
programmes which scan websites 
for offensive material before they ar- 
rive on your PC would ensure that 
only the right sort of information will 
reach your child’s screen. 

But from any other perspective, 
these technologies are bad news. 
Last yean the Electronic Privacy Ite 
formation Center (EPIC), a privacy 
rights watchdog in Washington DC, 
found that the “family-friendly” fil- 
tering technology blocked access to 
wefl over 90 per cent of “decent" 
material on the Internet 


EPIC loaded up the family soft- 
ware, then used powerful Internet 
searching systems to locate infor- 
mation about schools, charitable 
and political organisations, educa- 
tional artistic, and cultural insti- 
tutions, using search terms 
including ‘American Red Cross” 
the “San Diego Zoo”, and the 
“Smithsonian Institution”, as well 
as such concepts as “Christianity”, 
tiie “Bill ofRighls” and “eating dis- 
orders.” In every case, EPIC found 
that the family-friendly search 
engine prevented access to almost 
90 per cent of the materials avail- 
able on the Internet In many cases, 
the search service denied access to 
99 per cent of “decent” material, in 
short, EPIC concluded that the fil- 
tering mechanism prevented chil- 
dren from obtaining a great deal of 
useful and appropriate information 
• that is currently available on the 
Internet 

David Banisar from EPIC says 
the result of using such technology 
would be “Eke reducing the library 
of Congress to a Village children's 
library". He is also concerned that 
the “voluntary” arrangements for 
censorshfo may fall throu^itte free- 
dom of expression pro tedion of the 
constitution which were intended to 
stop federal gagging. 


Despite evidence that censorship 
technology is unworkable, the EU 
Action I^an, which win establish a 
Europe-wide platform for ratings 
aixi filtering systems, wffl receive be- 
tween 14 and 17 milli on ECUs (10 to 
12 million pounds) over the next 
three years to install and promote 
the technology. Once the filtering in- 
frastructure is in place -supported 
fay computer manufacturers - the 
era of default mass censorship will 
have begun. 

ISPs have claimed that they 
should be immune from liability for 
content-as are telecom companies 
- but the new arrangements will 
meanthat, unfits phone companies, 
they will be responsible for moni- 
toring content They are, of course, 
entitled to refuse to do this, but (he 
iron fist in the velvet glove is that 
ISPs will end up having to conform 
to content monitoriqgas a condition 
of their licence. 

No one should oppose genuine 
efforts to crack down on child pom, 
but any attempt by government to 
load other censorship measures on 
its back should be resisted. 

Simon Dairies is a Visiting FeBow 
mtheComputerSecvrity Research 
Centre of the London School qf 
Economics 
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The SNP's 

constitutional affairs 

spokesman counters 

David Aaronovitch's 

attack on the Scots 

THE CULTURES of even near- 
neighbour societies have dif- 
ferences of nuance and 
historical inheritance. But if 
they are different, which is 
better? 

England and Scotland have 
had some differences. The 
history of kin^y rule, and in- 
terpretations rfthe “law of the 
kingdom", differed before tiie 
union of 1707. There is even a 
difference revealed in the 
choice of whether to describe 
the instrument of union as the 
“Act of Union" or the “Treaty 
of Union". 

Aaronovitch is an “Act of 
Union” person. This Implies 
that the English Parliament by 
the Act admitted into itself 
Scottish peers and MPs at 
the same time' that the Scot- 
tish Parliament liquidated it- 
self The “Urea ty” alternative 
implies agreement between 
equal partners, each of which 
abolished itself by separately 
legislating to incorporate a 
new entity 

The for ging of the imperial 
nation-state formally entitled 
“Great Britain” involved mudi 
assimfiationirt historiography. 
Classroom history taught that 
the blessings of civilisation 
came to be possessed in the 
non-Engfish parts of the UK to 
the extent they nasimUntpd, 
and abandoned ancient bar- 
barisms. With the tifirime of 
Empire, asshnOafianist fallacy, 
was reversed But it remained 
a fallacy. The global evaluation 
of cultures or constitutional 
traditions is always suspect 
and in this case nonsensa 

Aaronovitch is accordingly 
both right and wrong: right in 
reproving any Scot who is 
tempted into the equivalence 
of difference and superiority; 
wrong in counter-asserting a 
global superiority for free- 
dom-loving England. 1 com- 
mend instead the attitude “a 
bit different - and no worse”. 

I commend it equally to sup- 
porters and opponents of self- 
government in Scotland. 


The life of Dennis the menaced 


. 


elt° J 


FROM COLIN Blakely as a hairy; hu- 
manistic Christ striding seditiously 
across Galilee, through Bob Hoskins 
i f dancing cheek to cheek with his bank 
■* manager and Michael Gamboa having 
his scaly skin greased fay Nurse 

Joanne Whalley Dennis Potter created 
some of the most memorable dramatic 
images in television history, Yet from 
much of the advance publicity for 
Humphrey Carpenter’s biography; it 
would appear that Potter was a dirty 
old man who somehow m a na g ed to 
pen his award-winning plays in the 
gaps between visits to prostitutes. 

If it is dangerous to judge a book by 
its cover; it is even more so to judge 
one by extracts. Carpenter’s biogra- 
phy is a 600-page stucty which exam- 
ines every aspect of Potter’s life and 
relates it to his work. Thee are those 

who have questioned the ethics <rf such 

a project, noting that biographical 
speculation was anathema to Potter 
- who nevertheless peopled his pfays 
1 V with historical figures from Casano- 

l v va to Jesus Christ -but Carpenters 

approach proves fiilty justified .With the 
exception of Tennessee Williams, no 
modem playwright has mined the 
raw material of his life as relentless* 
ly as Potter. Indeed, his plays are less 
autobiographical than auto-obses- 
sional as he returns to chOdhood trau- 
ma and adult guilt. . . 

Potter was born to a miamg fami- 
ly in the Fbrest of Dean, which served 

asa setting for plays as varied as Sine 

Remembered Hids and The Stngn jg 
Detective. His early life was spent in 
abject poverty. Until he was Hbe not 
only shared a bedroom with his par- 
ents but a bed with his sister An earty 
beneficiary of the Butler Education 

.Act be getoed a pta«at CAg 



FRIDAY BOOK 

DENNIS POTTER: 

THE AUTHORISED BIOGRAPHY 

BY HUMPHREY CARPENTER. FABER & FABER, £20 


foni led to his first hrush with toe me<5- 
itdi to which he was to devote his life, 
when the BBC producer (later MP) 
Jack Ashley asked him to contribute 
to a series of documentaries. Does 
Class Matter? 

Class remained the young Potter's 
theme both in the polemical books, The 

Guttering Cqffin and The Changing 
Forest , and the two Nigel Barton 
plays. The first, Vote, Vote for Nigd 
Barton, was based on bis experiences 
as an unsuccessful Labour candidate 
in the 1964 election. Its lasMnimite re- 
moval from the schedules, to prevent 
charges of political bias, was the first 
taste of the controversy wttich was to 
dog his entire career 

Nevertheless, the BBC remained a 
foyal patron. He wrote 10 saipts for The 
Wednesday Mag and Play For Ibday 
between 1964 and 1972. The oddftirta- 
tion with fiction and die theat re, and a 
longer relationship with Hollywood 


notwithstanding it was a loyalty he 
shared. “Television," he said, “is the 
biggest platform and you should kick 
and fight and bite your way on to it”. 

Potter’s public image (and state- 
ments at the time of the Blackeyes 
coulxuver befiedhis devotion to his 
wife Margaret, a factory typist whom 
he married while still at Oxford. She 
bore the stresses not ority of his iUness 
- the psoriatic anthropathy that crip- 
pled him for over 30-years - but also 
of his romantic obsessions, notably 
with Caroline Seebchm, the ex-wife of 
Ms i friend Bogs' Stadtfa, and the actress 
Gma Bellman. 

How sexually active Potter was, 
given the impotence-inducing effects 
of his many (frugs, remains a source 
of contention. The me certainty is that 
he never recovered from a childhood 
assault byan unde. He himself linked 
his subsequent sense of poBufian to the 
onset of psoriasis, wfafle his associate 



Bob Hoskins and Cheryl Campbell In “Pennies from Heaven* 


Friday poem 


Oxford, where he harped on ms OTgms 

It to the annoyance of other woramg- 
• class students, Higpcriorm^s^ 

the Union, on the stage mui m Isw 
magazine made him a star. A New 
. . Statesman article about his hfeat Qx- 


THE DEATH OF THE BALL TURRET GUNNER 

by randall jarrell 

From my mother’s sleep I fell into the State, 

And I hunched in its belly till my wet fur froze. 

Six miles from earth, loosed from its dream of life, 

I woke to black flak and the nightmare fighters. 

When I died they washed me out of the turret with a hose. 

This- is our final selection From “Poetry of Hie Second World Won on 
International anthology edited by Desmond Graham (Pimlico, £10) 


Rick McCallum saw his crippled 
hands as cups to protect his genitals. 
The play Only Make-Believe makes 
concrete the connection between 
abuse and visits to prostitutes, to 
which Potter confessed both to several 
friends, and through various author- 
figures in his plays. 

Carpenter paints a compelling por- 
trait of a complex man with deep emo- 
tional and physical scars, whose 
religious faith failed to exorcise his 
inner demons. He shows how Potter’s 
overwhelming sense of guilt at once 
drovehim towrite (not for nothing did 
be repeatedly reftise analysis) and fur- 
nished him with his Belong subject 
Andyet the question remains whether 
Potter realty is "the greatest drama- 
tist tiie medium has ever produced" 
or simply its boldest innovator There 
can be no doubt of toe abiding, power 
of works such as The Singing Detec- 
tive, FbHou? The Yellow Brick Road 
and Where Mom Stood, but too many 
of his plays (perhaps because he was 


ploughing a narrow furrow) rely over- 
much on formal experiment The daz- 
zling exuberance of the surface 
distracts from the lack of depth. 

Nevertheless Pennies From Heav- 
en, with its pot pourri of Potterisms 
(the noMamraHsm, popular sang mid 
blend of high and low culture) forev- 
er changed the vocabulary of televi- 
sion drama. The irony is that such 
drama has all but disappeared. In the 
formulaic series, cfasac serials and in- 
ternational co-productions that dom- 
inate the schedules, there is no place 
for the single play and virtually none 
for singular writing. 

So, while debate may rage as to 
whether Potter or Mercer, John Hop- 
kins or Bleasdale, should be awarded 
toe hipest accolade, iris hard to imag- 
ine that any future contender will 
emerge -or that there will ewer again 
be such an exhaustive a study of a 
television playwright 

MICHAEL ARDrrn 


‘One of the most poignant, funny, 
intelligent, frank and horribly 
addictive books you’re likely to read’ 

Sunday Telegraph 

STEPHEN 
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MOAB is MY 
WASHPOT 
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THE FRIDAY REVIEW 

The Independent 4 September 1998 


ALASTAIR DUNNETT, the editor of 
The Scotsman from 1956 to 1972, 
was passionately committed to 
working in Scotland; on separate 
occasions he declined the offer of 
the editorship of the Fleet Street 
titles the Daily Herald and The 
Sunday Times. 

For several decades - until Roy 
Thomson's death in August 1976 - 
Dunnett's life was inextricably 
bound 14 ) with Thomson and the 
spectacular growth of his empire. 

He wrote about him: 

The fear of Ray H. Thomson - Lord 
Thomson of Fleet and Noth Bridge in 
the City of Edinburgh [the office of The 
Scotsman] - was that he would not die 
at work, whether in London, Toronto, or 
some other base. In the later years all 
that be ever complained about were the 
small defects that come with old and 
made him cut his working week. But in 


spirited presence, driving on, question- 
ing. speculating, demanding, expecting. 

Thus did Alastair Dunnett em- 
bark on an affectionate and per- 
ceptive tribute to a press baron, 
equalled only by Michael Foot’s 
essay on Lord Beaverbrook, “Trib- 
ute to Beelzebub”. 

It was fitting (hat Roy Thomson’s 
son should on the occasion of Dun- 
nett’s 85th birthday say that for the 
older generation of his Canadian 
family, Dunnett quite simply too s 
Scotland. And Dunnett’s description 
of Thomson would well have applied 
to Dunnett himself; “his spirited 
presence . . . driving on . . . ques- 
tioning . . . spec ulating demand- 
ing . . . expecting”. 

Dunnett was born in Kflmabolm, 
D umfriesshir e in 1908. His fath er 
was an invalid. In 1901, at an inter- 
national football match between 
Scotland and England at Ibrox Park. 
Glasgow, a wooden stand had col- 
lapsed, throwing layers of men for- 
ward so that those m the tower ranks 

were crushed and killed. David Sin- 
clair Dunnett, befog tall, had his 
head and shoulders dean but could 
not breathe. 

His future brother-in-law, Danny 
Mowat. was thrown dean and ran up 
and down to look for David, who 
shouted “Danny” with his last gasp. 
Mowat seized him by the collar; 
and dragged him out David Durmett 
suffered from crushing of the heart 
valves, and took this impairment 
with him through a long life. 

Albeit suffering frequent physical 
chastisement as a result of his fa- 
ther’s ill-humour - caused by pain 
- Dunnett developed a powerful 
sympatiy forinvaEds, and those not 
able to fend for themselves. 

As a pillar for 40 years of the Es- 
tablishment in Glasgow and Edin- 
burgh, Dunnett’s instincts, that we 
Scots are indeed our Brother’s 
Keeper were exceeding? influential 
in explaining why Scotland and the 
Scots were Mrs Thatcher's despair. 
Critical of the Labour Party and 
many of its prominent beliefs, Dun- 
nett nonetheless helped create an 
ethos where prosperous Scots in 
their hundreds of thousands would 
discontinue voting Tory. 

Dunnett’s mother's father 
Alexander MacTavish, after whom 
he was called, was a master mariner 


Sir Alastair Dunnett 


from Loch Fyne.Fbrmost of his life, 
MacTavish was captain of one of 
Clyde Trustees' sludge boats, car- 
rying cargoes of effluent down the 
river to be dumped in the open sea. 
His maternal grandmother; Chris- 
tine MacTavish, came from a fami- 
ly of fish-curers, who also ran cargo 
smacks plying between the parts of 
the West Coast and the Ear Outer 
Isles. 

Not only did Alastair Dunnett take 
a special interest from the editori- 
al chair in the developing problems 
of the fishing industry, but as a 
member of the Scottish Tburist 
Board (1956-69), he played a part in 
the conscious drive to introduce 
young people to the delights and 
Challenges Of the rugged areas of the 
West Coast 

Dunnett’s formal education 
ended at 15. His otherwise wretched 
schooldays at Overtown Public 
-School - actually a slum infant 
school but mistaken, as Dunnett 
chuckled, by some F.ngtishmfln later 
in life for private education - and 


1 had always felt 
that pictures 
positively added 
to the news and 
indeed that the 
right pictures 
could eliminate 
the need for a 
news story" 


Billhead School, were redeemed by 
two superb teachers. 

One was John Lapsley, maths 
teacher of motivating style, whose 
nephew, Graeme Lapsley was the 
powerful Chief Executive of the 
Orkney County Council when Dun- 
nett went to Orkney in the earty 1970s, 
to talk aboutoO, and give hirth to what 
became the huge Flotta terminal. 

The other teacher was George 
Menary, who opened the doors of 
En glish Literature to Dunnett. 
Menary- whose PhD was a treatise 
on Fbrbes of Cultoden-later became 
a notoriously an g ular and difficult 
HM Inspector of Sdh'cxris, but stirred 
in Dunnett a great desire to write 
and become a journalist 

However; family financial neces- 
sity dictated that Durmett join the 
Commerical Bank of Scotland. He 
found life and colleagues unconge- 
nial but won the Institute of 
Bankers' Annual Essay Competition 
on the subject of the “Art of Invest- 
ment”, which brought him to the at- 
tention of his general manager, 
John M. Erskine, who three decades 
later; as Lord Erskine of Rerrick, 
was the last Governor of Northern 
Ireland 

Timing is everything in life, and 
when Erskine learned that Dunnett, 


and his friend Seamus Adam were 
founding a magazine for boys called 
The Claymore, he arranged for the 
hank to help them by buying adver- 
tising space. Yet Dunnett’s experi- 
ence in the bank was to stand him 
in good stead when he became a 
mogul of Thomson Ofl. 

Dunnett was the first person I re- 
member warning me that there 
would be real trouble in the Six 
Counties. In his excellent autobiog- 
raphy, Among Friends (1984), Dun- 
nett recalls how in Galway he had 

come across a lovely young group of 
people who were running a Gaelic 
Theatre. They had wanted to take 
one or two plays into the Six Coun- 
ties but had been refused by the re- 
pressive regime. 

He tried to warn Erskine of the 
seething hostility, as he thought he 
might be a reconciling influence. 
Dunnett’s Scotsman was one of the 
very few, if not the only quality 
paper in Britain, before 1969, to ad- 
dress itself to the incipient horrors 
of Northern Ireland 

A quintessential Celt, Dunnett’s 
attitude to the English is encapsu- 
lated in a passage from his autobi- 
ography: 




which looked like ending in a draw until 
Alex Cheynes of Aberdeen playing cm the 
wing, scored a goal direct from a cor- 
ner-kick. George Allison, then the sel£ 
important boss of Arsenal FbotbaU Club 
who was doing the radio commentary in 
bis norma) long-winded fashion, had 
announced that the game was virtually 
over and was fa»ndng it oat when his 
attention was drawn to the fact that the 
ball was in the English net. Undisnuyed, 
this Baraum of the early large-scale foot- 
ball days changed kev and proceeded, 
“While I’ve been speaking It appears that 

offer end of the field . 

Editing The Claymore, later to be 
commemorated by Dunnett in the 
oil-field of that name, got him the po- 
sition of printer; producer and edi- 
tor of the Aberdeen edition of the 
Glasgow daily newspaper The Bul- 
letin , bought by my grandmother 
Dame Mary Marjoribanks for the 
sole purpose of reading the “Ad- 
ventures of (The Bear) Scottykms”. 
It was a family newspaper; to which 
Dunnett introduced picture spreads 
that told their own story. 

In 1937, Dunnett joined the Daily 
Record, by invitation of Clem Liv- 
ingstone, as Art Editor. Dunnett 
recalled: 

Up to that point the pictures bad been 
mere insertions. Apart from the fihis- 
(rations to news stories, the centre 
-spread of pi c tu res, which at that time 
was a feature of the “popular” type of 
newspaper; tended to hove the deadest 
of fashion pictures: “Latest London 
fashion - a tasteful toque with semi-veil 
seen at mOineiy show in ...” or *A merry 
group at last night’s Draper’s Ball in the 
Ca’ rforo ...” or, worse stfll “The wind 
played tricks with the bride’s veil at the 
pretty wedding in St Mary's Church 
yesterday of . . .” 

No theme ran through these snapshots. 
They served, no doubt, some purpose as 
a kind of national family album. I had 
always felt that pictures positively 
added to the news and indeed that the 
right pictures could eliminate the need 
for a news story. It wasn’t kmg before I 
was telling my team of photographers 
that our job was to make the reporters 
obsolete. The right picture and the right 
caption - and I would do the writing of 




Dunnett in his office at The Scotsman where he was editor from 1956 to 1972 


the caption - should be able to do away 
with some of the news stories for which 
the photographer had accompanied a 
reporter: merely- -to illustrate what the 
r eporter thought was a visual impression, 
adding some percentage to his story. 

Fbr 10 years after the Second 
World War Dunnett edited The 
Record, which be described to the 
Fleet Street pundits as “a working- 
class News Chronicle*, and which 
he left six weeks after it had been 
acquired by Cedi King, whom Dun- 
nett found a grim and menacing fig- 
ure, who had driven the Daily 
Mirror to “tarty success” over a 
number of years. 

Before leaving the Record in 
1940, and returning as Editor in 1946, 
Dunnett was Chief Press Officer to 


Tom Johnston, Regional Commis- 
sioner for Civil Defence and then 
Secretary of State for Scotland. Sir 
Horace Hamilton, the considerable 
war-time Permanent Secretary at 
the Scottish Office, who had known 
all the notable politidans and pub- 
lic men in Government in his dis- 
tinguished career, told Dunnett that 
the only person he had ever known 
who could match Tom Johnston at 
getting to the heart of actuation was 
David Ltoyd-George. 

Johnston and his inner-team, 
among whom Dunnett was promi- 
nent, had a post-war vision of Scot- 
land, which would create hydro 
power to feed electricity into the 
paraffin-lit homes of the North and 
the West They dreamed up a Scot- 


tish Tourist Board, and had the 
brainwave of setting up the Scots An- 
cestry Research Council which in 
practical terms would find a ranny 
or two for Americans, Canadians. 
Australians and other likely do liar- 
carrying visitors. Ever inventive, 
they got the money for the project 
by cajoling my constituent the late 
Earl of Rosebery to hand over far the 
public good his race winnings when 
his horse Blue Peter won the Derby 
in 1939. 

Diinnetfs self-confessed failure 
reveals a lot about Dunnett, as do his 
perceptive criticisms of British in- 
stitutions, such as the House of 
Commons: 

It was a study to walk through the cor- 
ridors with one’s lobby correspondent 


and hear him greet eminent statesmen 
and Prime Ministers on all sides with , 
“How’s it going. Ted?” or “Busy ques- 
tions today, Harold?” and other a mi. - 
able greetings. So it became dear tome 

that the parliamentary teams looked on . 
themselves as a permanent element at , 
Westminster, Prime Ministers and 
senior Secretaries of State cam e and 1 
went but the recorders of the action 
were always there. 

So 1 proposed a scheme few which top- : 
grade reporters and first -clas s write rs, 
preferably younger than the average, . 
would go on a rota to covet these par- . 
UamenUuyjobs for about three years at . 
a time, and the whole team would be . 
switched round and not become cosily 
dug in. The scheme was greeted with 

horror naturally by the Westminster 

but also, to my great surprise, by . 
most of the senior team in Edinburgh at 
our head office. 

The general belief was that you needed 
to spend 20 years at Westminster before 
you began to understand what it was all 
about 1 knew this was daft and that a 
good reporter couW get the bang of it to 
six months . . . Looking back I am sorry 
that the move didn’t come off. It would 
have freshened up parliamentary 
reporti ng considerably and done the 
House of Commons, as well as my 
paper, a great deal of good. 

In 1956 1 wrote an article follow- 
ing my participation in the first 
ND5 visit to Russia, concerning my 
17th-century ancestor and name- 
sake, Sir Walter Scott’s “Bluidy 
Muscovite". Roy Thomson saw it, 
found it tickled his fancy and sum- 
moned me to the presence, with a 
riew to offering me employment. Per- 
plexed that I was adamant about re- 
maining at Moray House ‘teachers’ 
T raining College, Thomson revealed 
how he, Dunnett and Jim Coltart, had 
embarked on a great European ven- 
ture; labor to extend from newspaper 
ownership to television and ofl. 

Dunnett gave a start to many tal- 
ented and successful young jour- 
nalists, and it was he who launched 
his supremely talented artist-wife, 
Dorothy on her authorship. The 
great American publisher, Lois 
Dwight Cole, of Dutton’s, to whom 
Alastair introduced Dorothy, used to 
say in old age, “I always thought that 

Margaret Mitchell - author of Cone 
with the Wind - was my greatest 
friend, but Dorothy Dunnett gave me 
more real pleasure.” 

Tb provide matisial fbr Dorothy’s 
books, she and Alastair would go to- 
gether to Italy and France, Yu- 
goslavia and North Africa, Orkney 
and Shetland for purposeful holidays 
to get material The relationship is 
encapsulated by a woman friend of 
the Dunnetts, who said to them as- 
tbey were drinking at a small table 
together; “You two are amazing. I 
would never guess you are married 
There you were sitting and talking 
and laughing as if you were 
strangers who wanted to get to 

know each other!” It was a wonderful 

marriage. 

TamDalyell 

Alosinir MacTavish Durmett, jour- 
nalist: bom Kilmakolm, Dum- 
jriessh ire 26 December 1908: Chief 
Press Officer, Secretary of State far 
Scotland 1940-46; Editor. Daily 
Record 1946-55; Editor, The Scots- 
man 1950-72; Kt 1995; married 1 946 
Dorothy Holliday ( two sons): died 
Edinburgh 2 September 1995. 


Jackie Blanchflower 


JACKIE BLANCHFLOWER was not 
quite 25 and approaching his foot- 
balling prime. Already he had been 
showered with bouquets as one of 
Manchester United’s vibrantly suc- 
cessful Busby Babes and was 
firmly established as a Northern 
Ireland international With the Red 
Devils seemingly poised for limitless 
conquests, the future beckoned 
alluringly for the versatile younger 
brother of Danny, the famous cap- 
tain of Tottenham Hotspur: 

But tragedy intervened when 
United's plane crashed at Munich on 
the way home from a European tie 
in Belgrade in February 1958. Eight 
players and 15 other passengers lost 
their lives: Blanchflower lost his 
livelihood and for many years, his 
peace of mind 

After the accident on the snowy 
German runway he received the last 
rites, but he survived However the 
hitherto vigorous young athlete was 
a physical wreck- he suffered a frac- 
tured pelvis, a complete set of bro- 
ken arms and legs, shattered ribs 
and severe kidney damage - and 
even when the bodily devastation 
began gradually to be repaired, the 
mental scars remained vivid 

Fbr three traumatic years he was 
consumed with bitterness, railing 
against his reversal of fortune and 
(fid precise^ nothing. Even after that, 
as he tried to reshape his future out- 
side football there were more blows 
in store and only much later in life 
did the eloquent Irishman regain 
contentment ear ning renown as an 
entertaining raconteur and drolly hi- 
larious after-dinner speaker. 

Jackie Blafichflower had followed 
Danny over the Irish Sea in 1949, 
leaving his native Belfast as a pre- 
cociously talented ifi-year-old to 
sign on at Old Traflord. Skilful in- 
telligent and industrious, though a 
little short of pace, he made rapid 


strides through United’s junior 
teams and made his senior debut at 
right-half in 1951. But it was as an 
inside-forward that he attained a 
regular place in 1953/54, the season 
in which he won his first full inter- 
national cap. 

Emerging as both a creator' and 
scorer of goals, he netted 24 times 
over two campaigns and was re- 
warded with a Championship medal 
in 1955/56. However following an ac- 
complished defensive stint for his 
country and with increasingly brisk 
competition for inside-forward 
berths - the likes of Dennis Viollet, 
Liam Whelan, John Doherty and the 
exciting young Bobby Charlton were 


goals which stopped United be- 
coming the first club this century to 
complete the League and FA Cup 
double. Come the ill-fated expedition 
to Belgrade, Jones was back in the 
side and Blanchflower travelled 
merely as a reserve, being declared 
fit to do so only at the last moment 
Clearly, though, there was no doubt 
that he remained an integral part of 
Matt Bushy’s ambitious long-term 
plans. 

At first, after Munich, there were 
hopes that he would recover well 
enough to resume his career and he 
remained on United's books until 
June 1959. But the injuries proved 
insuperable and the devastated Ul- 


‘ Life has been fidl of ups and downs. 

I loved it at United. From this distance, 
even going through the accident was 
worth it for those years at Old Tr afford" 


all in contention - Blanchflower 
was converted into a centre-half dur- 
ing 1956/57. 

Thereafter he vied for the No 5 
shirt with Mark Jones, an im- 
mensely tough stopper in the tradi- 
tional mould who contrasted nicely 
with the more subtle Irishman. In 
this new role Blanchflower played 
in the 1957 FA Cup Final against 
Aston Villa, but spent most of the 
match as an emergency goalkeep- 
er after regular custodian Ray Wbod 
was injured, substitutes not being al- 
lowed in those days. 

As a magnificent all-round sports- 
man, he surprised no one by ex- 
celling between the Wembley posts 
but was unable to prevent the two 


sterman faced a grim outlook. 

Understandably enough be felt 
the world was against him as a suc- 
cession of occupations, all in the 
Manchester area, brought frustra- 
tion. He ran a sweetshop -and a su- 
permarket opened around the 
comer; he did a stint with a book- 
maker and horse-racing was so 
hard hit by cruel winter weather that 
he lost the job; he took on a pub - 
ami two weeks later the breathalyser 
was introduced; then he became a 
printer only to be made redundant 
in 1976. 

After that he studied to become 
an accountant but that brought no 
change of luck as positions as fi- 
nance officer for a youth association 


and as a company accountant ended 
inlay-off 

Happily a turning point was to ar- 
rive, courtesy of bis wife Jean. Dur- 
ing the 1950s she had been a 
successful did) vocalist with the Vic 
Lewis Big Band and three decades 
later she took to performing again. 
Blanchflower; who had been blessed 
with liberal quantities of self- 
deprecating charm, began intro- 
ducing her to audiences before her 
shows and found that both he and 
the punters enjoyed his unre- 
hearsed patten 

As a result husband and wife be- 
came a double act from which pub- 
lic platform Jackie moved on to the 
after-dinner speaking circuit, rapid- 
ly finding himsrif in such demand 
that he had to relinquish another ac- 
countancy post 

Before an engagement not far 
from his Stalybridge, Cheshire, 
home in the mid-1990s he reflected: 
“Life has been frill of ups and downs, 
but without pathos there can be no 
comedy. The bitterness goes even- 
tually and you start remembering 
toe good times. I loved it at United. 
From this distance, even going 
through the accident was worth it for 
those years at Old Trafford” He 
added softly: “I feel happy and at 
ease now.” All who knew Jackie 
Blanchflower during his dark days 
in the wake of Munich will give 
thanks for that 

Only two weeks ago, he was able 
to attend the testimonial Munich 
match; it was an emotional night 

IVAN PONTING 

John Blanchflower, footballer, 
born Belfast 7 March 1933; ployed 
for Manchester United 1949-53; 
capped 12 times by Northern Ire- 
land 1954-58; married (one son. 
too daughters); died Manchester 
2 September 1998. 
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Fred Daw 


FRED DAW did more than anyone else 
to bring to his adopted home of Bath 
its well-earned sobriquet, “the floral 
city’'. 

As Bath’s parks director from 1952 
until 1973, he put flowers onto the pave- 
ments, built ornamental gardens on 
bomb sites, and led the city to the finals 
of the Britain in Bloom contest every 
year that the competition was held 
while he was parks director, celebrat- 
ing four outright victories. 

Daw was born on the Sand ringham 
Estate in Norfolk, where his father was 
flock shepherd and butcher to no fewer 
than five monarchs, including George 
V In old age, he relished his memories 
of those times: “I used to help ny father 
kill and dress 21 Southdown sheep for 
the royal table each week. I also re- 
member just before Christmas the King 
would give beef to all the estate work- 
ers and the poorer you were, the larg- 
er the piece of beef you got” : 

Leaving school at 14, Daw worked as 
a popy boy. “I started by leading the 
grass-cutting ponies on the golf course, 
as there were no motor mowers in those 
days," he said daring an interview last 
year 

A scholarship took him to the John 
Innes Horticultural College, from where 
he took a job as gardening foreman at 
Hrmley House, home of the Elari of Dud- 
ley, in Worcester It was there he met his 
wife of almost 60 years. Cato. He spent 
the war as a food production officer and 
horticultural adviser in Oldbury. 

A position as parks superintendent 
in Sfouibrid^e evmtualty ted to the (dum 
position of Parks Director in Bath in 


1952, where Daw had (he aftermath of 
thewaryears and his predecessor's long 
Alness to contend with. He immediate- 
ly landed in a storm when he lavishly 
decorated the city with blooms: “We put 
some in Abbey Church T&rd, outside the 
Pump Room, for the Bath FtestivaL But 
there was such an outcry that I had to 
get my staff out at three in the morn- 
ing to take all the flowers back to the 
nursery'’ 


hmgj finding his nr rhar ri S uffering badly 
from the attention of boys “scrumping” 
his apples, he had once set a trap at the 
foot of the 20ft wall (hey had to scale. He 
buried a large tank, filled it with a nox- 
ious mixture of water and tractor sump 
03, and carefolty covered it over From 
his vantage point behind the runner 
beans. Daw watched and waited with the 
avid attention of a lag game hunter. 
When the scavengers returned, their 


Daw's strategy in Bath , he said, 
was to adopt the same pastel colours 
schemes which Queen Mary had 
planned at Sandringham 


After tins baptism of fire, Daw set 
about transforming the city. In 1953, 
when Bath won a silver medal at the 
Royal Horticultural Show, The Times 
noted “the glorious bank of cyclamens 
from the City of Bath Itorks Department, 
staged so that the colours Mend im- 
perceptibly from (me to another” The 
top award in the first Britain in Bloom 
contest followed in 1961 Daw’s strate- 
gy in Bath, he said, was to adopt the 
same pastel colour schemes which 
Queen Mary had planned at Sandring- 
ham. 

He would regale those who would lis- 
ten with matiy tates of his fife outdoors 
and particularly enjoyed recounting 


jump from the wall unfortunately 
cleared the concealed tank. Catching 
sight of their pursuer they beat a hasty 
retreat, missing the trap for a second 
time. In hot pursuit, Daw grabbed the 
fast-disappearing foot of one of the of- 
fenders. Down fell the lad onto firm soil; 
and down fell Daw into his own cocktail 
of water and ofl. 

Laying playing fields, landar^p in g 
cemeteries and transforming Bath’s 
botanical gardens into a renowned cen- 
tre of excdlence were all fitted in to the 
regular qyde cf tendingpottingbeds and 
flower boxes which to this (fay Daw’s 
successors maintain. 

The reorganisation of local govern- 
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DEATHS 

MULLER: Robert Heniy WQlfam 
(Bob), passed away suddenly, 
after a short illness, on Wednes- 
day 19 August 1998- Will be sadly 
missed by wife Joan, son 
Michael and daughter Susan. 
Hmewd service at Southend 
Crematorium 2pm on Tuesday 8 
September. Donations to Lmle 
Haven or Fhiihaven Hospice. AD 
enquiries to AW AJden, 196 
High Road. South Benfleet, 
Essex 01268 793275. 


i LECTURES 

National Gallery: Peter Sut- 
ton, “Pieter de Hooch*’, lpm. 
Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Pat Earnshaw. 
“19th and 20th-century 
Machine-made Laces ,2pm. 


Announcements Gazette 
BERTHS. MARK 1 AGES & 
DEATHS are chargedat £6-50 
a line (VAT extra)- OTHER 
Gazette announ«anountsare 

charged at £10 a fine (VAT 
extra). 

The Independent’s mam 
switchboard number is 0171“ 
293 2000. 


BIRTHDAYS 

Miss Joan Aiken, children’s 
writen 74; Professor Antho- 
ny Atkinson, Warden, 
Nuffield College, Oxford, 54; 
Sir Hubert Bennett, archi- 
tect, 89; Sir John Charnley, 
techological consultant 76; 
Air Marshal Sir John 
Cheshire, former UK Mili- 
tary Representative, HQ 
NATO, 56; Sir Michael Day, 
former chairman, Commis- 
sion for Racial Equality, 65; 
Mr Pieter Drew, former 

chair man. Thylor Woodrow, 
71; Mrs Ann Duuunett, for- 
mer director; Runnymede 
Trust, 68; Mr Mike Gapes 
MP, 46; Miss Mctzi Gaynor, 
actress and dancer 68; Lord 
Howell, former government 
minister, 75; Sir Nicholas 
Jackson, organist, harpsi- 
chordist and composer; 64; 
Mr Bill Ken wright theatri- 
cal impresario, 53; Mr Dins- 
dale Landen, actor 66; Air 
Chief Marshal Sir David 
Lee, 86; Sir William Nars- 
jones, former High Court 
ju dge, 83; Mr Ian Rank- 
Broadley, sculptor, 46; Lord 
Sandhurst, wartime RAF 
bomber commander; 78; Mr 
Tbm Whtson, goffer; 49. 


anniversaries 

Births: Robert Raikes, pub- 
lisher and founder of Sunday 


Schools, 1736; Fran$ois- 
Rend, Vi comte de 
Chateaubriand, writer and 
politician, 1768; Anton Bruck- 
ner; composer and organist, 
1824; Dadabhai Nanrqji. first 
Asian member of parliament, 
1825; Albert Joseph Moore, 
decorative painter; 1841; Dar- 
ius Milhaud, composer; 1892; 
Antonin Artaud, playwright 
and director; 1896; Mary 
Renault (Mary Challens), 
novelist, 1905; Richard 
Nathaniel Wright, novelist 
and essayist, 1908. 

Deaths: Robert Dudley, Earl 
of Leicester; favourite of 
Queen Elizabeth 1, 1588; 
Charles Townshend, chancel- 
lor of the exchequer; 1767; 
James Vfyatt, architect, 1813; 
Celestm-Fran£Ois Nanteuil, 
painter and engraver; 1873; 
Edvard Hagerup Grieg, com- 
poser; 1907; Walford Graham 
Robertson, playwright and 
artist, 1948; Robert Schuman, 
French statesman, 1963; 
Albert Schweitzer; organist, 
doctor and missionary, 1965. 

On this day; the Battle of 
Montaperti was fought 
between the Guelphs and 
Ghibeffines , 1260; in France, 
Emperor Napoleon HI was 
deposed, and the Third 
Republic proclaimed, 1870; 
the Apache chief Gerommo 
surrendered to the US army 
1886; the world's first rally of 


Boy Scouts was held at the 
Crystal Palace, near London, 
1909^he Germans retreated 
to the Siegfried line, 1918; 
Largo Caballero formed a 
Socialist government in 
Spain, 1936; the British finer 
Aihenia sank after being tor- 
pedoed by a German U-boat 
the previous day, with the 
loss of 93 fives, 1939; 

Antwerp was liberated by the 
Allies, 1944; Queen Wflhelmi- 
na of the Netherlands abdi- 
cated in favour of her 
daughter; Juliana, 1948; the 
Fbrth Road bridge was 
opened by the Queen, 1964; 
in Rio de Janeiro, the US 
ambassador to Brazil was 
kidnapped by terrorists, 1969. 

Today is the Feast Day of St 
Boniface J, pope, St Ida of 
Herzfeld, Saints Marcellus 
and Valerian, St Marinus of 
San Marino, St Rosalia, St 
Rose of Viterbo and St Ultan 
of Ardhraccan. 


Receptions 

British Safety Council 
Sir Neville Purvis, Director 
General of the British Safety 
Council, hosted a reception 
yesterday evening at the 
Armourer’s Han, London 
EC2, for the Five Star Health 
and Safety Management Sys- 
tem Audit awards. Twenty-five 
companies were honoured. 


Synagogue 

SERVICES 


Details of synagogue ser- 
vices to be held tomorrow 
may be obtained by telephon- 
ing the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 7.26pm. 
United Synagogues: 0181-342 
8968. Federation of Synagogues: 
0181-202 2263. Union of Liberal 
and Progressive Synagogues: 
0171-580 1663. Befbrm Syna- 
gogues of Crest Britain: 0181 - 
349 473 1. Spanish and 
Portngnese Jews Congregation: 
0171-289 2573. New London Syn- 
agogue (MasortO: 0171-328 1026. 


Royal 

Engagements 


The Duke of York presents 
the prizes at the 1998 Stowe 
Putter golf competition at 
Stowe School, Bucking- 
hamshire. 

Changing of the guard 

The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts 
the Queen's Life Guard at 
Horse Guards, 11am; 1st 
Battalion, The Duke of 
Wellington’s Regiment 
mounts the Queen’s Guard, 
at Buckingham Palace, 
11.308m, band provided by 
the Irish Guards. 


Historical Notes 


Richard Overy 

Victory for the Soviet 
people, not for Stalin 


ment and the trimming of budgets 
were purportedly the cause of his pre- 
mature retirement in 1973, but failed to 
change the colour of Daw’s green fin- 
gers. He bought a pared of land to the 
south-east of the city and invited his old 
friend Percy Thrower to open the Fred 
Daw Garden Centre. There he engaged 
in numerous minor skirmishes with 
local readmits and the council, who 

nipped spyeral planning a pplications in 

the bud as Daw tried to build golf 
courses and car parks for his cus- 
tomers. 

Fred Daw became a familiar figure 
at shows and competitions across the 
country and was a judge for Britain in; I 
Bloom on several occasions. In 1968 he 
was created an associate of honour of I 
the Royal Horticultural Society. I 

At home, in a little riflage to the east 
ofBath, Fred Daw tended his own gar- , 
den with just as much devotion as he had 
the dty*s floral blooms- His views on pest 
control were forthright and uncompro- 
mising: “to all the work I have under- 
taken, from Sandringham to Bath. I have 
never used insecticides. I was taught the 
organic method of pest control and have 
promoted it an my fife. If everyone grew 
their produce organically, all the fruit 
and vegetables would be much safer to 
eat" 

UmBullamobe 

Frederic Robert Daw, horticulturist: 
bom West Newton, Sandringham 10 
February 1913 ; Paries Director, City of 
Bath 1952-73; married 1938 (one son, 
one daughter); died Bath 28 August 
1998. 


FOR YEARS after the end of the Second 
TO)rid War Victory Day was honoured 
every 9 May in the Soviet Union. The 
Soviet victory was slowly transformed into 
one of the two chief founding myths of the 
Communist regime, Lenin’s historic 
triumph in 1917. Stalin’s in 1945. Even 
when Stalin was dead and then denounced 
the myth survived. The victory of 1945 
became the victory of the progressive 
Communist peoples over fascism and 
imperialism. Schoolchildren were for years 
taught that “the Soviet nation saved man- 
kind from gnnihiiaKfWE and enslavement". 
Thanks to Soviet efforts, ran the textbook, 
the USSR “preserved world dviHsation**. 

Glasnost effectively destroyed the myth. 
The Soviet public became hungry feu* a new 
version of the wan one that matched the 
fading recollections of veterans. In 1988 and 
1989 two commissions began work on Soviet 
war losses to set the record before the pubSc. 
Since that date revelations have flooded 
out of the Soviet archives. Soviet armed 
forces suffered unbelievable levels of loss - 
86 million dead, over 18 million casualties. 
Hundreds of thousands were condemned 
to death, sent to penal units and labour 
camps. MiTtinns of Soviet POWs in German, 
hands were imprisoned and humilia ted when 
they returned to the country they had tried 
to save. The hideous reality of the Stalinist 
wartime terror has exposed more vividly 
than anything else the shallowness of the 
Soviet claim to have saved emfisation. 

And yet, if the Stalinist system was so 
corrupt and vindictive, and so prodigal with 
the lives of its own people, how could it 
possibty have won the war against Hitler's 
Germany, which possessed in 1941 the most 
effective battlefield forces in the world and 
which had seized the economic resources 
of almost an entire continent The obvious 
answer is that toe USSR during the war was 
not so corrupt and vicious it could not 
mobilise popular enthusiasm for a crusade 
a gains t Hitle rism. This js an uncomfortable 
answer; giving Stalin and the Party too nuirh 
credit in an age of anguished recrimination 
against Russia’s forms: masters. 

There are explanations which give 
victory back to the former Soviet people 
without giving it to S talin. There is the 
emphasis on the re fo r m of the Soviet armed 
forces in the face of German attack, an 
exhaustive overhaul of operational art and 



Stalin gave the military their head 

tactical performance that few armed forces 
could have contemplated in the midst of 
conflict, and in such short order. The 
military triumphs over German forces would 
have been impossible without these reforms, 
and they owed little to Stalin or the Party 
save that they permitted them to take place. 

There is another account that takes as its 
starting point the Soviet people themselves, 
without whose willingness to accept terrible 
privation and endless suffering victory would 
have eluded Stalin. No one takes seriously 
the daim that aO Soviet citizens worked and 
fought with a gun to their head, but is 
popular enthusiasm a sufficient explanation 
for changing fortunes on the Eastern Front? 

Stalin and the Communist system refuse 
to be entirety dislodged from post-Soviet 
accounts of Soviet victory. S talin gave the 
military their head but he remained 
Commander-in-Chief; the Communist 
Party relaxed the taut leash which held the 
population before 1941, but it still dominated 
the Soviet state. Soviet victory owed 
something to all the elements of the Soviet 
system, dictator and people. Party and army, 

It is surety unthinkable that anyone else 
could have made Russia fight the way she 
did. and at such a terrible price. Even now, 
there are few Russians who think the 
defeat of Hitler’s Germany was a cause not 
worth fighting. What they resent is the 
shallow exploitation of that military 
triumph for years afterwards to perpetuate 
a system whose very faults made the price 
of victory so high in the first place. 

Richard Overy is the author of ■Russia’s 
Wari (Penguin, £20) 


Hardliners in Kremlin 
warn of civil war 


with PRESIDENT Mikhail 
Gorbachev on holiday by the 
Black Sea, Kremlin conserva- 
tives went cm the offensive at 
the weekend, openly demand- 
ing action to quell the nationa- 
list unrest sweeping the fringe 
republics of the Soviet Union. 
A string of statements by party 
hardliners included a warning 
that the Armenians and Azeris 
in Nagorny Karabakh were on 
the brink of dvfl war and that 
troops there have lost control 
But, even as they spoke. 
100,000 people were demon- 
strating in the Azeri capital of 
Baku for more autonomy from 
Moscow; almost as many peo- 
ple rallied in four Ukrainian 


Russian workers were striking 
in Moldavia against the new 
language law; and Estonian 
party activities met to discuss 
how to make the local party 
more independent of Moscow. 

The Soviet Union is more on 
edge than at any time since Mr 
Gorbachev came to power in 
1985. There is even a stirring of 
discontent m the vast Ukraine, 
with a population of 50 million, 
Mr Gort&u&ev’s ultimate night- 
mare. It is the centre of Soviet 
heavy industry and toe nation’s 
main grain -growing area. 
Moscow is looking anrioustyte 
17 September; the 50th anniver- 
sary of the “liberation” of the 
western Ukraine from Poland. 

The hardline attacks were 
led by the former Politburo 
ideologue Yegor ligachev, who 
was sidelined to take respon- 
sibility for agriculture last yean 
He appeared on national tele- 
vision caUing for measures to 
stop the “erosion of socialism" 
though he said these should be 
“poKticaT and not “repressive’’. 
He said the Kremlin had a 
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While the President is 
away ; Communist 
hardliners demand 
action to quell- 

nationalism , reports 
Helen Womack 
from Moscow 

“constitutional duty” to tighten 
the reins on nationalist unrest 
“Nationalists and separatists of 
various hues are activety work- 
ing to disunite and waken the 
leadership,” be said. His pre- 
scription was tighter party 
discipline and better communi- 
cation between party and public. 

TO dampen speculation that 
the conservatives might be act- 
ing without Mr Gorbachev’s 
assent, Mr Ligachev stressed 
that the whole Politburo had 
agreed the 26 August wanting 
from the Central Committee to 
the Baltic states that they were 
heading towards “toe abyss”. 

As if to underline that Mr 
Gorbachev was still in charge, 
Tass yesterday carried the foil 
text of a message from him to 
toe Non-Aligned summit in Bel- 
grade- In Mr Gorbachev’s ab- 
sence, however; the party daily 
Praoda has shifted sharply to 
the right; for 10 days running, 
it has campaigned against the 
growing demands for autonomy 
- and sometimes outright in- 
dependence - in several of the 
non-Russia republics. 

The warning over Nagorny 
Karabakh came from Arkady 


^falsity the chairman ofa Krem- 
lin committee setup to admin- 
ister the region, whose 
Armenian majority want to se- 
cede from Azerbaijan. The 
army daily Red Star yesterday 
quoted lfim as saying toe region 
was a “powder-keg" which was 
reacty to blow up and that the 
two communities were “on toe 
brink of civil war”. In the same 
issue, an army colonel sta- 
tioned in Nagorby Karabakh 
said his troops had practically 
no power to control the huge vi- 
olent protests which have rent 
Armenia and Azerbaijan. 

At the weekend rally in Baku, 
there were passionate appeals 
for a general strike from today 
to bade demands for local au- 
tonomy and for firmer Azeri 
control over Nagorpy Karabakh. 

Among those who joined Mr 
Ligachev in condemning such 
demands was the former KGB 
chief Wider Chebrikov He urged 
that unspecified measures be 
taken to “strengthen law en- 
forcement bodies and enhance 
their prestige”. Using rhetoric 
reminiscent of the Brezhnev 
era, he said: “Murderers, vio- 
lators and bandits should not go 
unpunished, no matter what 
flags they raise and in what 
brightty coloured national 
costumes they are dad.” 

his this tone which has so dis- 
turbed the three Baltic states, 
whose popular front movements 
bare appealed to toe United Na- 
tions for protection. At the 
weekend, the Communist Party 
in Estonia reiterated its policy 
of accelerating perestroika 
and sacked two party officials 
regarded as conservatives. 

From the front page of ‘The 
Independent, Monday 4 Sep- 
tember 1989 
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FROM THE Latin ex-, out ot 
and pressure, to press, 
express ought to mean to 
form by pressing out - and 
indeed that was its original 
meaning. So how did the 
hastiness now associated 
with toe word arrive? 

The answer is: fay train. 
Front its original meaning, 
express was already being 
used by Chancer to refer to 


WORDS 

William Hartston 

express, v, n, or adj. 


the explicit representation 
of a fact or concept. One 
could express oneself in 
words as well as by press- 
ing oat a physical image. In 

either case, there was an 


implication of precision 
and deliberateness. 

So when, in toe mid- 19th 
century, a word was sought 
for a team scheduled to go 
from A to B without calling 
at intervening stations, 
they called it an express 
train. Direct and non-stop, 
it was also, not unnatural- 
ly, fast, which soon became 
the primary meaning. 




8/BACK TO SCHOOL 


THE FRIDAY REVIEW 

The Independent 4 September 1998 


% 



The best days of your life, 

the worst of mine 

Summer’s over, the new term is about to begin. What are the nameless terrors lurking in the p it 

of your stomach, and why don’t your children seem to share them? 


There is something 
about the first day at 
school which 
demands spanking 
new shoes 

BY SOPHIE RADICE 


W hy do I do it? I, who al- 
ways laugh at the herd- 
like instincts of the 
French blocking the 
roads of the nation as 
they leave and return 
from their holidays on 
exaetjy the same day. And yet, here we all are, 
once again in Brent Cross shopping centre on 
the run-up to the start of a new school year, 
grimly going from shoe shop to shoe shop while 
children weep and whine and mothers either 
shriek or go all glassy-eyed and retreat to that 
place in their head where mothers who don’t 
shout go. 

Wfe could a& have done this a couple of weeks 
ago, or indeed waited until next weekend or the 
weekend after that but there is some thing about 
the first day of the new school term which de- 
mands absolutely spanking new shoes. Of 
course, their feet will have grown over the hol- 
idays, and, of course, most of us feel guilty about 
their haring worn £L99 jellies for the whole of 
the summer (“little feet are precious and grow- 
ing bones must be supported” said a sign in one 
shoe-shop), but there is more to it than that 
I remember the ritual of going to buy shoes 
at John Lewis (who now give out bleepers at 
this pre-school rush so that parents can “shop 
at their leisure” to pass the two-hour wait) and 
my feelings of fresh optimism and excitement 
being bound up in walkin g into my playground 
and lining up for the first time in ages with fine 
new shoes. Much of that first day would be spent 
spitting and rubbing the shoes in an attempt to 
keep than nice and shiny. 

. I suspect all the mothers clutching alarmingly 
high-number tickets in Russell and Bromley’s 
Kid store while a Disney film blares out from 
strategicalfyplaced television screens have sim- 
ilar memories. Like our own mothers at the be- 
ginning of the school year; we all want to do 
absolutely the right thing by our child, as if mak- 
ing them feel smart and confident for the first 
day will set the tone for the whole school yean 
At this shoe store they have not only train- 
ers with light-up heels and laces but also nice, 
round-toed, medically approved leather ones. 
Both are horribly expensive, and I hare to admit 
that when I have been skint at other times of 
the year I have just got the right sire from Safe- 
ways and pinched the front bit to make sure 
there is enough room when I put them on my 
kids' feet I have even put second-hand sandals 
an to my children’s feet and sometimes they only 
wear wellies for weeks on end. 

And guess what? They have been fine: they 
have not developed bunions, pigeon toes, flat 
feet or strange postures. If I told this to the spe- 
cially trained fitting assistants who spend 
their lives on their knees measuring the length 
and width of chQdreri’s feet and feeling and prod- 
ding for a perfect fit I am afraid I would be asked 
to leave. In feet, it wouldn’t be the first time. Once 
my (then two -year-old) daughter was so dis- 
mayed at not being aWe to get same glittery red 
Doc Martens in her size, that she slapped the 
shop assistant who told her the bad news. They 
asked me to come bad; when she was in “bet- 
ter spirits" and her brother and I slunk away 
embarrassed, with her screaming abuse over 
my shoulder. 

The woman sitting next to me has daughter 
problems too. Her prematurely teenage 10-year- 
old is sneering at her mother’s suggestions for 
school shoes, refusing to by on a pair of lace- 
ups that they have waited an hour for. The 
mother gets so desperate at the thought of going 
to another shop and waiting for another length 
of time that she caves in. 

“Go on, choose anything you want so long as 
it's blade You know your school insists on black.” 
Sulkily the girl finds a pair with as much of a 
heel as you are ever going to find in a children’s 



shoe shop and the assistant comes out of the 
store room to tell them that they don't have any 
in her size. “\bu could order them, madam,” the 
young assistant offers helpfully. “But we need 
them now. She starts school on Wednesday, you 
see." The mother is nearly in tears, and as they 
leave her daughter appears to be smirking. 

AH around are similar scenes. Anyone who 
has only had experience of grown-up shoe shop- 
ping would be absolutely appalled at the chaos 
and publidy displayed emotions here. Children 
run about whacking each other while others just 
loll around holding shoes that they have taken 
off the shelves. Mothers do not seem to have any 
sense of camaraderie, but view each other as 
annoying hindrances to getting the shoes that 
they want Add to this a team of overtired and 
increasingly surly assistan ts (and who can 
blame them, when you look at their customers?) 
and you get the picture. 

When it is finally our turn, 1 have already 
promised my two all sorts of delicious bribes so 
they will desist from hurting each other while 
we are in the shop. They hare both decided on 
their top four choices afshoe so that we wfll have 
something to fell back on if the shop does not 
have what they want 

Our nice young assistant admits that the pre- 
school days are “hell an earth" and that he feels 
like offering incentives for mothers to come back 
in a couple of days’ time. 

My children do not humiliate me this time. 
They both walk up and down when they are told 
to, so that the assistant can ask how they feel. 
Amazingly enough, it tak^s only 20 minutes for 
them both to be happily fitted into shoes that 
they ere both so thrilled by that they sleep with 
them on their pillows. 

Tomorrow - haircuts! 


I t’s like a scene from Vermeer or 
Pieter de Hooch: Interior with 
Seamstress, School Uniform and 
Cash’s Name Tapes. In the mid- 
dle of tiie kitchen sits the chil- 
dren’s nanny, laboriously sewing little 
white tags on to a bewildering succes- 
sion of garments. 

“Games skirt - black," she recites, 
like a drill sergeant checking off 
recruits. “Shorts - Wad; tyding. 'Rghts 
- black footless (footless?). Jogging 
trousers -black with white stripe. Leo- 
tard-black. Kit -grey Lab Coat.." I 
assume she Ls winding me up (what are 
they trying to turn my gorgeous daugh- 
ter into? A gym-haunting, Amazonian 
boffin with a penchant for Scottish 
dancing?). But no, they’re all genuine 
school requirements; all part of the se- 
vere, monochrome wardrobe in which 
my daughter Sophie will soon be fes- 
tooned, emblazered and be-knickered 
as she starts her first term at the Big 
SchooL 

How bad can it be? The school is not 
a boarding school Sophie will not be lost 
to hpr loving family oonmnmicating only 
in tear-stained letters written between 
Practical Tbrture class and double-pe- 
riod Pagan Rituals. She will be home 
every evening The school isn’t fer; she 
can practically walk there. Many of her 
friends from Junior School will be start- 
ing alongside hen She has met the new 
dass teacher who is “terribly nice". Mr 
Bliwkett’s proposed new strictures 
about enforced homework and manda- 
tory bedtime will not affect the school 


It all comes down to breaktime on 
the first day. You’ve got about 30 
seconds to make an impression. 


by John Walsh 


since it is private. Everything wifi be 
fine. So why am I so nervous about this 
small step along the highway of my 
daughter's education? 

It's partly because she is. As she cir- 
cles the pile of name-tagged uniform, 
marvelling at its comprehensiveness 
(“What’s the white apron for; Sophie?" 
I ask. “Cookery? Dusting?" She fixes me 
with a stern eye. “Carpentry Dad," she 
says. “Just carpentry."), two kinds of 
alarm are gradually stealing over hec 

First, the fear that she won’t do wefl- 
Tm afraid of messing up the exams. I 
don’t want to be put in with the thick- 
ies,” she says. As i£ And there’s the 
other fear; equally irrational, that she 
won’t have any friends, that she'll be ig- 
nored, disliked, picked on, efissed, found 
wanting or made to feel unpopular in 
one of the thousand ways 11 -year-old 
girls can suffer for not befog exactly like 
their peers. 

It all comes down to that moment at 
break-time on the first day, when you 
first walk out into the pfeygpttund. It sup- 
posed^ rtetides who wifi te your friends 
and who your enemies; who wfll be the 
leaders and who the led; who will be 


style dictator and who style victim for 
file next few years, if not toe rest of your 
life. “But sweetheart” I said. “You’D all 
be wearing school uniform. %u won't 
be taking part in some trendiness con- 
test Nobody will be in pedal pushers or 
cargo pants or All Saints combat tops, 
or belly dipfos or hair extensions or 
blue-sparidy nail varnish or...." 

“Daddy” she said. “That isn’t the 
point Everyone will be looking to see 
who seems nice, who laughs too much, 
who looks cool who looks as if they 
might be friendly and who looks a 
complete dork. TbuVe got about 30 
seconds to make an impression.” 

Me too. If ever there was a time when 
parents felt themselves under the 
scrutiny of the Big School down the 
road, it’s now. Junior School is a breeze 
for parents- because the scholars are 
so young, parents and teachers can pre- 
tend to agree that tiny delinquents are 
merely incorrigible and yelling neu- 
rotics. Merely highly strung. But once 
they’re past 10 , and are at least in the 
gravitational pull of puberty and moral 
choice, there’s no hiding place. Your lit- 
tle angel is on a downhill -race to befog 


grown up, and will be either a good or 
bad advertisement for how you've 
brought them up. 

So as the first term approaches, the 
parents read the school's printed ma- ; " 
terial far more nenrously than the chfi- ■ 
dren at whom it is aimed. “Read the . 
School Rules and the Uniform list" . 
snarls a communication from the Head '/ 
to all new pupils. “You have to obey 
them.” Crikey. I sit and read the “Par- “ 
ents’ Practical Guide to Homework" as 
if if s the Ten Commandments. I peruse 
the “Dealing with Asthma” letter as if ^ 
it were a newly discovered missive from 
Shakespeare to the Dark Lady. I ' ; 
submissively as Tm told precisely 
where to find this item of clothing, and 
precisely how to pay for it (And take 
your hands out of your pockets, you " 
grubby iittie man.) ^ 

Smarting beneath the fosh of the ‘j'j 
music department's scorn (“Please do | 
not apply for piano lessons if you do not 
have, or are not prepared to obtain, a 
piano”), I watch my daughter talking to 
her mother about hem lengths. She has 
tried on the new school skirt and dis- * 
covered it is an inch below the knee. 
Aaarrgh! Sophie knows it is social death 
to have a skirt anything longer than two 
inches above the knee. And some of the 
first-year girls are phoning each other , _ 
in tears, because Peter Jones has run 
out of Big School blazers and they must ^ 

suffer the indignity of their Junior ^ 
School ones for the first week. Poor ■ ,1 . 

theiu Poor ho: Ptx>r me. \Vfe are Shead- 
ing for a nasty learning curve. 


My 
first 
day at 
school 

INTERVIEWS BY 
Cayte Williams 



Alison Roberts (half 
of fashion design duo 
Antoni & Alison) 

Pashley Down Primary 
School, East Sussex, 1968 

F ran the day I knew I was going 
to school. I’d known that my 
teacher’s name was Miss 
Sykes. I had a huge fear of getting 
her name wrong and called her 
Miss Skies all that day and all 
through school The more nervous 
I was of getting it wrong, the worse 
it got My mum made me this pink 
cape with a fur hood and I remem- 
ber walking along with my mum to 
school on the first day, trying to 
remember this lady’s name. 

I started school a bit later than 
some of the other children. I think 
some people started in September; 
butbecausernybirthdaywasinffeb- 
ruary I started in March. My mum 
took me to the school and I 
remember being really, really 
nervous. It seemed that everybody 




knew what was going on apart 
from me 

I remember going into the can- 
teen for school dinners. The dinner 
ladies would give youapiece of meat 
pie on a plate and you would have 
to help yourself to potatoes from this 
pot in tiie middle of the table when 
you sat down. I remember the chil- 
dren passing it around and I saw it 
coming towards me. I was very ner- 


vous and didn't want to draw atten- 
tion to myself at alL I remember bal- 
anring a potato on my spoon, and 
watching it wobble because I was 
shaking so much with nerves. Then 
somebody jolted my arm and this 
potato went flying across the table 
and landed in a boy’s dinner Gravy 
splattered all over his nice stripey 
T-shirt and he was so upset that he 
screamed his head off I remember 
seeing this big cartoon mouth like 
something out of Charlie Brown. I 
can still see his tonsils now. 

Meg Henderson, novelist 

Sc Philomena’s Roman 
Catholic Primary School, 
Glasgow, 1954 

I taught myself to read before I 
wait to school so when I arrived, 
there was this great rumpus. I 
grew up in the Black HU1 district of 
Glasgow which was a place con- 
cocted for the poor Irish Catholics 
in Glasgow. It was the safest and 


most moral place I have ever lived, 
because the police wouldn’t go any- 
where near there so it was policed 
by the teddy boy gangs. 

When my mother told the teach- 
ers that I could read, they produced 
a book with a smug look on their 
fa c es, but were shocked when I 
started to read. The teachers got 
stuck into my mother on the very 
first day, their idea was that learn- 
ing was theirs to give, and not yours 
to give yourself. My first day was 
spent stuck at a desk and given book 
after book to read while the other 
children played with plasticine. I 
didn't realise it was a punishment 

I ran home to my mother at 
lunchtime to make sure she was still 
there. When I went bade in the af- 
ternoon I read books. I was wearing 
a white frilly blouse, a little Royal 
Stuart tartan kilt, kiltie shoes with 
big silver buckles on the front, and 
a big ribbon which looked like I had 
a budgie on my head. 


I remember I was getting up 
quite excited because my big broth- 
er was already there and school. I 
remember getting all dressed up in 
that bloody outfit My mother took 
me along to school and I remember 
that all these kids were crying be- 
cause it was their first experience 
of being away from their mothers. 
My brother was in the other part of 
the school so telling him that I’d 
been to school was very exciting. 

The funny thing was the teachers 
regarded me with some esteem, be- 
cause everytime a school inspector 
came, they made me get up and read 
as an example of their success. I 

knew afi the children who woe in my 

dass anyway because we lived in a 
dose-knit community. 

I remember running home from 
school not only because I was ex- 
cited, but because the gas works 
nearby opened up all their pipes at 
around 3pm and there were no fil- 
ters in those days. If you were out- 


side you got the full-blast of the sul- 
phur. 

When I got home from school I 
couldn’t believe that I had to go back 
the next day. 


Sarah Carlton, 
Communications trainer 

College House Juniors. 
Nottingham, 1968 

M y Bather was in the forces 
so I must have moved to a 
new school in both England 
and Germany seven times. The v( 
longest time I ever spent was in my 
last school which was for five years. 

The day I remember the most dear- ' 
ly was going to the second year of 
a junior school when I was eight I ^ 
was really nervous and I remember ‘ 

walking into the dass. The teacher , * M 
introduced me and everybody was 
staring at me. It was like taking a ‘ j 
deep breath and jumping in to the \ 
deep end of the swimming pooL 
While the teacher talked about me 
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T hings mil be easier once she starts 
school fbr lour years now; this has 
been our mantra. Not to worry about 
the huge sums we've had to shell out 
for nannies, childminders and nurs- 
eries. Pay noattention to that stack of letters from 
irate bank managers, concerned credit cardcom- 
panies and unpaid accountants. Come September 
1997, we won’t have to pay for childcare anymore 
and our outgoings will be cut in half. We’ll be able 
to start dealing our debts, stop working quite so 
hard, remember how to breathe. 

Pandora is the second child of a second fam- 
ily. My eldest is already at university 80 it feels 
as if we’ve been at this forever It’s hard to imag- 
ine what life is Kke for people who don’t have lit- 
tle childre n, and it’s hard to believe that we’re 
sum to rejoin their ranks. But now the big day 
has arrived, it is Pandora herself who shocks me. 

There’s half an hour to go before we have to 
leave but she’s already standing at the dooc gaz- 


wxm rmum — v — ;v — — — 

and her new navy pinafore. Her hair; which she’s 
jk been wearing long and wild all summer is in a 
"neat, sensible ponytafl. There is not a single trace 
of the baby left in her face. When cBd this trans- 
formation happen, and why didn’t I notice it? I 
do not ask this question put bud, but Flrank seems 
to be thinking it, too, because after a very quiet 
breakfast, he says that he wants to come too. 

He takes a picture of Pandora alone outside 
our door; and then he-takes another picture of her 
with her almost six-year-old sister; Helen, as they 

head up the path. When we get to the school 


The older children darting past us are so large, 
rough and careless. What if one of them 
ploughed into her and cracked her head open? 


by Maureen Freely 


the three giris pose for the camera together as 
stifdy and proudly as if they were at a wedding. 

The two older girls have jaunty smiles. Next to 
them Pandora starts gnawing her fist and sud- 


denly looks tiny. When the bell rings and I offer 
her my hand, she bolds it veiy tight 

“Don’t worry, everything wiD be fine,” I say as 
I lead her into the butkfiog, butl have a hard time 
believing it because now I am seeing everything 
through her eyes. The older children darting past 
us are so large, rough and careless. There are 
bo many coatpegs lining the classroom wall and 
the teacher is so tall But she has taken steps to 
reassure us - there on the low table, is the album 
with the photographs she took of Pandora and 
her dassmates when they came in for a visit last 
term. And there, in the comei; is a pillow with 
Pandora’s name on it 

Helen had this same teacher last year; so I al- 
ready have confident m heel rmrind myself that 

the school has nothing in common with the school 
where my eldest had his first day 13 years ago. 
He didn't stay there long: the playground bullies 
had knocked out all bis front teeth by the aid of 
the month; by the end of term his teacher still 
hadn^ found out that he already knew kjwto read 
But when 1 took him to school on that very first 
day, everything had seemed perfectly fine- 

How can 1 be sure zny sense of security now 
istft just as false? What if one of those rough older 
rfiflflmn ploughed into Pandora by accident and 
cracked her head open? 

When I put my key in the door and hear my 


phone ringing, my first thought is that it’s the 
school calling to tell me to goto casually but guess 
what, it’s that angry bank manager; and then it’s 
the concerned accountant I’ve only just finished 
telling them how much IT get paid for work al- 
ready contracted, when the people who’ve con- 
tracted it start calling to ask me where it is. I don’t 
have time to tell them why I am going to have so 
much more time for them in future, as now I 
glance at my watch and see with horror that 
today’s ration has already run out 
Fhrthe first seven weeks, Pandora’s only going 
to be doing half days. This is an excellent idea 
from the child’s point of view, but how am I going 
to pay toe hSDs If 1 only have two and a half hours 
of worktime a day? By the time I reach the school 
gates, Tm almost foaming with panic. How do 
these other mothers manage to look so calm, and 
move so slowly? Perhaps they’re all pretending 
just like me. But on our way home, 1 stop pre- 
tending, Because Pandora was so glad to see me, 
and so proud to show me toe drawing she did, 
and Td forgotten how nice it is to amble down this 
lane in the middle of the day. Fm glad I'm going 
to have Pandora to myself this afternoon. There 
are so many ways we could fin it but what I re- 
ally want to do is lounge around and do nothing. 
Before long she w31 be at school full time, a 
prospect which I regard with dread. 


I am back again trying to 
teach English calmly in an 
imier city comprehensive. It 
is a struggle. First comes the 
class re^ster with its usual 
drizzle of interruptions. The con- 
temptuous latecomers; the louche, 
in-tpy-face bursting of bubble-gum; 
my demands that students divest 
themselves of hats, headphones, 
crisps, coats, breakfast ami gum be- 
fore we can start Everyone seems 
to have PhDs in attitude. 

It’s not the teaching that push- 
es you over the edge, but the wel- 
ter of nonsense that surrounds it 
Ofsted, think-tanks, non-think- 
tanks, the for new strategies, 

monitors, appraisers and perfor- 
mance relators, stress manage- 
ment and relentlessly 
dysfunctional dectronicregisters. 
Lady Porter selling cemeteries 

rather than financing a school play 

and articles which denounce ns for 
promoting turpitude; illiteracy and 
the breakdown of the family. 

And I have Jiri in my dass. JIri 
is a traveller from Eastern Europe, 
a recent immigrant from a war 
zone: It is his first day in an Eng- 
lish school He is xi and resembles 
Oliver Hardy. 

He is sitting in the corner chew- 
ing gum. Bis life hag led brm fr om 
toe bleak rigours of Prague to toe 
hleak licence of Queensway Jiri has 
been hounded by various political 
systems Tt hag matte him dray H> 


It’s not the teaching that pushes 
you over the edge, it’s the welter 
of nonsense that surrounds it. 


by Jack Stone 


is losing his own language, gaining 
little else and becoming an un- 
elected mute. He has never been 
to school in his life. His introduc- 
tion to the Western intellectual 
tradition is the downtown Beirut of 
this mnwrify e btqtft -n nm FTp reiiV t 

decide if he's been shopped by the 
secret police or has escaped to a 
circus jumble sale or Checkpoint 
Charlie. 

Jiri is bared. A curious smile 
plays across his vacant face He is 
putting gum into the hair of the 
pupfl in front of him. This pupil at- 
tempts to divest himself of toe 
gum. He is unsuccessffl and mere- 
ly redistributes it more widely. He 
starts to weep. It is his only lan- 
guage. Jiri starts to laugh. It is his 

only lan guage 

But for me this is one too many 
of the little acts of uhkindness I 
have confronted all day long. It may 
be interesting; significant or even 
poignant, but I have had it Jiri has 
ruined toe lesson. Stig qftiieDicmp 


that even the Band One pupils 


abandon hope, and join the fierce 
preoccupations of the less dedi- 
cated: the appropriation of pens, the 
shame of modest trainers and a rel- 
ish for QPH’s plunge into oblivion. 

The lesson falls apart and so do 
L 'Hie red mist descends. My mind 
brims with medieval punishments. 
Instead I bark threats at a model 
pupil who has become legitimate- 
ly bored and uncharacteristically 
chatty She looks puzzled. This is fol- 
lowed by my taxi-driver tantrum to 
the whole dass on the perils of il- 
literacy in the jungle Out There. It 
does no one any good. Jiri under- 
stands none of it 

I have spent so much time ac- 
commodating behaviour which 
runs counter to most notions of 
civilisation, that I end up with this 
red mist a touch of toe Cantonas, 
Joyce Grenfell on whizz. I could re- 
turn to my office and hurl a National 
Curriculum, the latest devious syl- 
labus or the electronic register 
out of a dosed window. It’s the first 
day of tain. I may plump for early 
retirement 
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I had to stand in front of the dass 
•{hand afterwards she found roe a 
<iesk. She said, “this is Sarah, and 
she’s come to us from Germany. I 
want you to make her welcome .All 
it did was have the opposite effect 

The kids were sniggering. 

I used to tap-dance, smg and ten 
jokes. I felt 1 had to perform in order 
for them to like me. I just felt oth- 
erwise I would be ignored. 1 4) ra - 

member it did have a counteract 

in that they thought I was a terrible 
show-off. I used to put on this big 
confidence thing although I was 
terrified at the time. I always knew 
I would be moving on. That is why 
I had to make an impression im- 
mediately I remember hummmgm 
the Hans, and the teacher said "Do 
it for everybody 1 and so I stood up 
the desk and started to smg. I 

member I was wearing a 

pinafore from Marks & Spences 
my hair was done up m a chifflm 
scarf and my front teeth missing. 


Max Clifford, publicist. 

All Saints Junior School, 
South Wimbledon, 1951 

I remember my first day at junior 
school when I was eight. I bad a 
figh t I was quite often involved 


in school It was just one of those 
playground things. I was playing 
football, I bumped into someone, 

they said something, so tfd I and it 
ended upm a fight The trouble was 
thatit turned out to be Andrew Bax- 
ter, a well-spoken boy whose father 
was the headmaster of toe school 

Herelwas on my first day hauled 
up for fighting. The other boy had a 

■ , - _ t- — ■ nA . a and ho mwrf t hJHWnz 



This all happened at lunchtime. My 

teacher separated us and said that 
’you are here so we can make gen- 
tlemen of you, not hooligans of you, 
so change your ways.’ 

Both of us got it in the neck but 
it really was my fault I never got an 
wffti him afterwards and the head- 


masterwas a grumpyold so-and-so. 

My mum often used to tell toe 
story to my relatives. It was one of 
those family stories you always tefl. 
I think someone at toe school must 
have told berbecanse Ikept it to my- 
self I found- eazfy on in primary 
school that being good at sport 


good at swimming and footbaH 
I was the youngest of four kids, 


so I didn't find the first day of school 
daunting. My sister was an out- 
s tanding arhnlar and flwiBhe ri np in 
toe diplomatic service, but I left 
school at 15. My mum cfidrfttake me 
into school on my first day because 
she was too busy and I didn’t want 
ha - to anyway. It would have been 
too embarrassing. 

Billie, pop singer; 

Brookfields Primary School, 
Swindon, 1987 

M y school actuary opened on 
my first day, so we were 
very much aware that 
everything was new. I didn’t wantto 
gp. I was really nervous because I 
knew that I would have to spend so 
much of iny time at schooL Both my 
sister and I did the same thing on 
our first day which was to kick the 
teacher and refuse to let go of my 
mother’s hand Whenmy mum left 
I tooughtshe had abandoned me so 
I started screaming I hated being 


left with all these cbfldreo I didn’t 
know who kept messing around. 

I remember I wore grey tights 
and black Start Bight leather shoes. 
Pve got quite wide feet and my 
mum bought them because they 
were sensible. I also wore a grey 
skirt, grey cardigan, white blouse 
and a red and white chequered rib- 
bon. I was really hrown because I 
had just come back from holiday. 

After awhile I got used to schooL 
I made friends with this girl called 
Charlotte on toe first day who be- 
came my best friend for three years. 
I just Ihmk it was a chemical bond 
and we wouldn't separate from each 
other: TO? used to sleep around each 
other’s houses. I also remember that 
I met a girl called Sally on my first 
day at secondary school who became 
my best friend even If it werent for 
her I probably wouldn’t be doing 
what I do now. She has always given 
me so much support When I had to 
leave Swindon to go to London we 



never forgot our friendship. 

Whm I got hrane after my first day 
at primary school, my mum asked 
me how it wait I said I hated it and 
thatl was never going back there. We 
had to do this early morning task 
where we wrote four drags about the 
sun and drew things that grow from 
the sun. I Eked that because I was 
always really good at drawing andl 
got a gold star for my picture. 


i iouuu senow very oizarre at nrst 
because I never went to pre-school, 
so I found the learning thing really 
hard. I found toe maths and writing 
very difficult at first but I got into it 
By the end of itl loved doing hand- 
writing. 

There as also that thing of going 
from being oldest in your dass to 
being toe youngest I had so many 
friends at play school and I knew I 

would have to start all over again at 

making new friends. 

I got really dose to the teachers. 
I stQl talk to toon now when I go to 
school to pick up my little brother 
and sister Sometimes I realty miss 
those days when I could just play m 

the sand pit Whenlwent back there 
recently I noticed that the toilets 
were so small and the mirrors and 
the water fountains are so low down 
that youhave to bend down to reach 
them. If s quite scary in a way be- 
cause I can see how qrdebiy I am 
growing up. 
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Reach for the summit of the soul 


Why rlimh a mountain? Because, cold, pain, privation and final triumph can be a truly transcendent experienc e. By Eric Kendall 



Id the last week of August, 15 climbers were killed in the space of eight days as they took on the challenge of Mont Blanc Bonington Library 


A t some point during the 
climb up Mont Blanc, you 
are bound to start think- 
ing the same way as an 
the valley-lubbers who 
only ever have the one question: 
“Why?” The best answer is: “Go and 
climb a mountain. Then you'll know’’ 
Much more revealing is George 
Leigh Mallory’s own question and 
answer. “Have we vanquished an 
enemy? None but ourselves.” 

In the last week of August, 
“Why?" seemed a particularly valid 
question, with 15 climbers killed on 
Mont Blanc in the space of just eight 
days. To die on a supposedly easy 
route, even if it does take you to the 
4,807-metre top of Wes tern Europe’s 
highest mountain, seems particu- 
larly pointless. it raises other ques- 
tions, too - specifically, whether 
people should be allowed up there 
on their own, regardless of exper- 
ience and ability: 

Whenyou consider what is really 
involved in climbing Mont Blanc, the 
“why?" becomes even harder to 
answer, and not just because of the 
dangers the mountain poses. The 


most popular route is one long slog, 
hard on the heels of a steady stream 
of other aspirants. Vou don't need to 
be a technical expert to do it; your 
fitness and determination are tested 
above all else. 

First you walk then you scramble 
up a well-worn route, which is bolt- 
ed and cabled at the most exposed, 
steep parts. 

At 3,800 metres, hundreds of 
climbers crowd the dormitories of 
the Gouter Hut, which may be lux- 
urious compared to a cold night in 
a tent or a snow hole, but is far re- 
moved from most people’s idea of 
mountain solitude. It is also high 
enough for people to suffer mild 
altitude sickness in the form of 
headaches and nausea. If that 
doesn't get you, the stench of the 
toilets will; because of the cold, 
they cannot be flushed with water. 

The final section is climbed in the 
dark, to reach the summit around 
dawn, a trade-off between the ex- 
treme cold of night-time, even in 
summer and the heat of the day 
catching you on the way down. 

It means that most of the climb 


is done by the light of a head torch 
saving the nervous from seeing the 
precipitous drops that extend either 
side of The Bosses’ ridge, the setting 
for the old joke between roped 
climbers, “if I foil into Italy, you jump 
into France". 

By this time, a combination of 


mountain, with or without a guide? 
The view alone is not enough, 
although the combination of priv- 
ation and extreme physical effort, 
followed by the pleasure of return- 
ing to the valley, to warmth, ample 
food and water green fields and deep 
sleep, certainly start to add up. But 


<4iaBpng?ngpnr>ii gh l hy« stricter de- 
finition only challeng es such as 
mountains can realty cut the mus- 
tard. Though you may not be able to 
see the top, it is there right enough, 
as a physirai and conceptual goal to 
be reached; yet, until the moment 
you finally make it to the top, you re- 


This is where it can go wrong - mountaineers survive by judgement 
rather than by luck but the lure of reaching the top, regardless of the 
prevailing conditions, can sometimes become a fatal siren 


cold, altitude and fatigue has made 
“Why?” a highly relevant question, 
even for the keenest, particularly 
when you discover that your water 
bottle and food have frozen solid, and 
you realise that if your companions 
have tusk-like icicles protruding 
from their noses, then you probably 
have, too. Even for someone who 
likes a challenge, this can hardly be 
considered much fun. 

So why climb this or any other 


these sensations, to which we can 
directly relate, seem to be just side- 
shows, secondary to the real story 
of mountain and mountaineer. 

As a point of focus, the mountain 
acts as a unique challenge at which 
to aim, particularly to those for 
whom foe simple possibility of doing 
something compels them to try to do 
it - a distinctly childlike quality, still 
present in a surprising number of 
adults. And though life may seem 


main unsure that you will be able to 
meet toe challenge. 

Most other apparent chaitengre 
tend to have an incremental quality 
to them, with the goalposts moving 
over the medium or long term. 
Some of mountaineering has that 
flexibility, too, particularly in re- 
sponse to changing conditions, but 
there must always come a key mo- 
ment if you are to reach the top, 
when you move beyond that stage 


and commit to a course where turn- 
ing back may no longer be an option. 
Also the physical definition of a 
mo untain gives climbers a precise 
objective, an imperative that they 
cannot ignore. 

Which is where it can start to go 
wrong. Mountaineers survive by 
judgement rather than luck, but 
the lure of reaching the top, 
regardless of the prevailing con- 
ditions, can sometimes be a fatal 
siren. The aspect of dimbingmoim- 
tains that is hardest to reconcile is 
that toe danger itself, which you 
strive to minimise, does appeal in 
some strange way. 

Inevitably, this draws the most 
public interest, while the lull picture, 
the connection of danger with the 
primitive aspect of mountaineering, 
is often ignored. K the need for ex- 
citement, and perhaps danger; is in 
part a reaction to modem day life, 
then so is toe need to reduce life to 
its essentials, boiling it down to a few 
critical dedsions- 

Instead of having 100 different 
things to consider and respond to in 
a single day you may have just one 


or two, but they win be vital to your 
well-being: “Do I go, or don’t I?" “Is . , 
it safer in this direction, or that?”, 3 
while the rest - eat when you're * 
hungry, drink when you’re thirsty - 
takes care of itself. 

Undo- these circumstances, the 
dangers of your environment are just 
part of your surroundings, part fact 
of life, and parity the reason you are 
there. Recognising them and re- 
acting appropriately can minimise 
risks to a surprising degree, to the 
extent that learning to cope alone 
and unguided is not only more re- 
warding than climbing with a guide, 
but also allows you to make your own 
judgements and determine your 
fete for yourself 

After a while in the hills and 
mountains, you will know yourself 
and your capabilities better than 
anyone. Surviving the risks to reach 
the top, through a combination of 
preparation, judgement and effort is 
probably toe closest you will ever 
come to knowing the answer to the 
impos s i ble question “Why?"- which 4k 
leaves anyone who is even thinking 
about it only one option. 


Fifteen minutes? Not nearly enough 

There's nothing people won’t do to be famous. And more 
opportunities knocking than ever before. By Emma Cook 


ANDY WARHOL seriously underes- 
timated a nation’s appetite for per- 
sonal feme Fifteen minutes? Fbrget 
it - that’s for toe saddos who were 
content with a quick whinge in a 
Channel 4 ‘Right To Reply' booth. 
Why not aim higher - make it Fbrty 
Minutes and rising; a Cutting Edge 
special or a BBCl docusoap. 

“It could be you”, promises the lat- 
est wave of TV verite. In this case 
why wait for celebrity when hauling 
out a few dysfunctional skeletons 
from toe family cupboard or just 
“being yourself" can guaranteeaTV 
spotlight, modelling contract, record 
deal or tabloid makeover This, we 
presume, was the televisual logic that 
informed Bradford model Victoria 
Greetham's decision to appear In a 
Channel 4 documentary “Daddy's 
Girl", until yesterday when she was 
exposed as a fake. 

As part of the documentary a se- 
quence was even made to highlight 
a “special closeness” between pais 
ent and child. Except that l^year-old 
Victoria's ‘daddy* was, in this case, 
realty her boyfriend, just 10 years her 
senior, who. say unwitting TV pro- 
ducers, looked a great deal older. The 
pair decided to present themselves 
as father and daughter to the film- 
makers when her real father refused 
to take pari. Daddy a managing di- 


rector of a publishing firm, threat- 
ened to sue when he found out Now 
Victoria must be content with sell- 
ing the story to a tabloid newspaper 

"They could have quite easily 
found out it wasn't my dad, but it is 
not their fault that we acted so wefi." 
said Victoria sweetly no doubt lay- 
ing toe groundwork for an MTA 
(model-turned-actress) option. Paul 
Smith, a Channel 4 spokesman, said 
that Victoria had wished to promote 
her modelling career. “It’s very 
much toe case that she wanted to be 
famous. This is about celebrity." 

It’s also about raising the stakes 
for those people who yearn for a taste 
of celebrity. In a rather delightful 
irony, the Nineties brand of “fame- 
for-being-ordinaiy" is actually as 
difficult to perfect as “fame-for- 
being-extraordinaiy" - as Victoria, 
who hoped one would lead to the 
other, has discovered. 

Projecting reality, rather than 
fantasy is a lot more difficult that it 
looks. Time was when acting out your 
dreams was a ticket into the lime- 
light; when “Opportunity Knocks” 
and "Stars in their Eyes” were the 


vehicles. If we watched a contestant 
pretending to be Gary Numan; 
dressed up mtmfbfl and singing Are 
Friends Electric, authenticity cer- 
tainty wasn’t toe key to our enjoy- 
ment - if anything, it obscured it. 

Now realness for real ness’s sake 
defines our enjoyment. Fakery and 
contrivance suddenly offends us. As 
viewers, once we doubt toe “slice of 
fife" before us, we feel duped- Which 
means that the deal these days be- 
tween producer and subject can be 
a lot more insidious, open to ma- 
nipulation on both sides. As part of 
a Faustian pact, Victoria and her 
boyfriend were asked to pose in 
their pyjamas to Ohistrate a supposed 
“unusual closeness” between father 
and daughter; which sounds a bit 
creepy to say the least The fact that 
they were so willing to act out this 
relationship - knowing that her fa- 
ther may well watch it - shows a 
rather sadder desperation than any 
even your average Celine Dion imi- 
tator-welt almost 

But Victoria is part of a rising 
breed of televisual hopefuls who be- 
lieve that she can manipulate tele- 


vision and not toe other way round 
- perhaps that's an empowering 
way of looking at it, but probably 
rather naive. Recently, four aspiring 
females agreed to have their do- 
mestic lives monitored for “The 
Dofls House”, produced by the Bravo 
cable channel for their web site. In 
exchange for such exposure, their 
prize is minor celebrity. “It will be 
great publicity for me," enthuses 21- 
year-old Arwen, one of the ‘dolls’ 
who's a professional singer; actress, 
whatever The foursome’s home has 
cameras in each bedroom, provufing 
Net surfers with live images updat- 
ed every 10 seconds. 

But when the nature of celebrity 
throws itself so open wide, ifs bound 
to ensnare a few victims. Since fame 
no longer means achieving greatness, 
then badness will do just as weL Ear- 
lier this week, Louise Woodward 
told the Television Festival in Edin- 
burgh: “People don’t distinguish be- 
tween edebrity and no taridy. People 
do recognise me, . . they are treating 
me like a minor celebrity but Tm not 
famous for anything good.” 

ff ruthing else, Victoria's antics ex- 


posed this week the subject of au- 
thenticity further into toe limelight, 
amid accusations of documentary 
“set-ups” as well as toe material mo- 
tives that encourage ordinary peo- 
ple to take part Who can blame than 
with success stories like Jane Mc- 
Donald, who appeared in the BBCl 
documentary *%ie Cruise”, then 
landed a record deal worth half a mil- 
lion; her debut album got to No l. 
“Tm the Cinderella of showbusi- 
ness she cooed. 

What’s intriguing is why others 
should wish to follow in the footsteps 
of most docu-soap stars; if they’re 
lucky, theyil be wheeled out for a 
guest appearance on GMTY “The 
Big Breakfast” or maybe even a day- 
time makeover spot on “Style Chal- 
lenge” Within a yean though, it’s 
almost guaranteed that invites trill 
have dwindled to the occasional 
shop opening or village fete. 

Then they enter that strange 
netherworld where celebrity meets 
mundanity one probably inhabited 
by Maureen Rees, toe learner driver 
from “Driving School", and Eileen, 
no-nonsense manageress of The 
Adelphi, Liverpool's biggest hotel 
Even iFWctoria doesn’t think so, she's 
probabty had a hxdty escape. Then 
again, hg story sounds like great real 
life material for a documentary. .. 
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Wizard 
from the 
world of 
truth and 

justice 


ty James Randi is the enemy of psychics , 
faith healers and spoon-bend ers, and 
he’s out for blood. By Jerome Bnrae 
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D o you believe in God? 

You’re deluded. Are 
you a scientist who be- 
lieves in God? Then 
you ought to know bet- 
ter. James Randi, professional 
magician, science feud-buster and 
America’s arch-sceptic, is not afraid 
to offend- In feet, he has spent half 
a lifetime putting people’s backs 19 
and collecting enemies as effort- 
lessly as the rest of us collect CDs. 

He's an evangelist a preacher 
Fbr him, the world is divided into the 
believers and the unbelievers, only, 
in his book, it is the believers who 
. are in erroc condemned to the darit- 

% ness of ignorance. Salvation and fight. 
lies on the straight and narrow path 
of rationality. Even though you are 
beset on ail sides by the lure erf psy- 
chic powers, The X Files, dowsing, 
homeopathy, chiropradice, let the 
scientific method be your one and 
only true guide. 

Fbr years now. he has been taunt- 
ing the world of mediums, spoon- 
benders and all who claim 
paranormal powers. Current^heis 
offering more than $im to anyone 
who can successfully demonstrate 
psychic powers, according to a 
simple agreement ofwbat consti- 
tutes success. Dozens have tried to 
claim it but none has succeeded. 
Has he ever feared he might lose the 
money: “No one has even come 
a, close." he says. 

“ Next week, the amazing Randi 
will be unleashed on the British pub- 
lic m a mm lecture tour which starts 
on Monday at the British Association 
meeting in Cardiff. At least nine 
brave souls have declared that they 
will take up his mocking gauntlet 
They should be under no illusian that 
he will treat them kindly should they 
fail. For instance, when a nurse 
wrote to him recently claiming that 
a form of healing known as Thera- 
peutic Touch worked on the prin- 
ciples of quantum physics he 
replied: “Cynthia. Cynthia, Cynthia. 
Dipping into quantum physics may 
fool a few folks, but your view of it 
is just plain wrong, silly, unscientif- 
ic, and juvenile. It’s just nut stuff. I 
hope you're a better nurse than you 
are a scientist." 

Is there any difference between 
American and British fens of the 
paranormal? “No, people are pretty 
* much the same around the world, 
Sp although what they go for varies. In 
Britain, you are very big on dowsing 


for some reason. They seem very 
honest folk, just self-deluded.” Rantfi 
wiH team up next week with ourveiy 
own bareknuckle atheist Richard 
Dawkins, Professor of the Public 
Understanding of Science at Oxford 
University to bash the believers. 

Although Randi is delighted to 
take on aD comers, his namo has 
been inextricably entwined with 
that of Uri Gelled; the pro fessional 
spoon-bendet for the past 20 years. 
Ever since he advised Johnny Car- 
son how to make his studio 
mag dan-proof, and GeHersatforan 
agonising 23 minutes unable to 
manage asngfepsycbtefealtbe two 
have conducted a malevolent dance. 
Randi wrote a boob entitled The 
Magic of Uri Getter, which daimed 
he was no more than a magician, and 
not a very good one at that GeHei; 
for his part, sued Randi in several 
countries around the world. 

However, GeOer is still perform- 
ing - he used “psychic powers" to 
mhke seeds sprout in his hands ear- 
lier this year in the Albert Hall - and 
Randi is still pursuing him although 
cautiously “I do this trick by having 
some radish or mustard seeds 
poured into thehand of a spectator;” 
explains KandiTThen I reveal that 
one or two of the seeds are sprout- 
ed, and I gradually move away the 
other seeds so that one sprout 
seems to develop. It’s an old trick, 
mentioned in a similar form by 
Madame Blavatsky when she visit- 
ed India." Then he delivers the sty 
killer punch: “Mr Gehen however; 
does Ms demonstration by genuine 
supernatural means, he tells us. To 
roe, that seems to be the hard way" 

Another of Randi’s targets was 
the French biochemist Jacques 
Benveniste, whose homeopathic 



Fbr years James Randi has fought the good fight for rationalism and an end to unscientific mummery 


when Randi and others investigat- 
ed his lab 10 years ago for the jour- 
nal Naltme. Has be given up? Not at 
an. Earlier this year he announced 
that he could send homeopathic 
remedies over the Internet Treat- 
ment by e-mafl. 

And f-hfc highlights Randi’s prob- 
lem: the hydra-headed nature ofhis 
adversary. However many times he 
lops offa paranormal bead with the 
simple sword of scientific method, 
several more sprout in their place. 
Furthermore, and this is toe realty 
galling pari; toe public goes on be- 
lieving in them. Fbr years, toe polls 
have been showing that Randi and 


the rati o nali sts are in the minority. 
61 per cent of people believe there 
are paranormal things that science 
cannot explain, and 71 per cent of 
women bdieve in some sort of a god, 
and so on. 

What is needed is proper scien- 
tific education, says toe American 
Committee fix* Scientific Investiga- 
tion of Claims of the Paranormal 
fCSICOP). Ranch's own contribution 
to this is the James Rand Educ- 
ational Foundation, in Fbrt Lauder- 
dale. Florida. Set up with the aid of 
an anonymous donation of $2m from 
a computer magnate, the 5,200- 
squarenfootfedEty contains a fibrazy 
of 1^20 books on the p a r an o rmal and 
related subjects, 700 hours of video, 
and high-speed. 24-hour Internet ac- 
cess for researchers and students. 
Fbnds also come from lectures, tele- 


vision appearances and regular 
seminars for $199 a head. 

But, ultimately Randi’s great 
value is not so much as an educator 
but as a scientific street fights: He 
is a mag ic i a n , a self-confessed scam 
artist and trickster He knows how 
these things work Scientists may be 
suspicious, but often they are hard 
put to say just where the trapdoor 
is. Most of us have no way of as- 
sessing miracle claims. After all we 
gotoDavidCqpperfieldtobeshown 
miracles on a nightly basis. 

However, show Randi a tape of a 
paranormal exponent, such as Joao 
Teixeira de Faria - the “miracle” 
healer of Brazil, who claims to have 
cured 15 million people over 35 years 
with psychic operations such as 
placing a knife inside the eye -and 
this is what you get: “The ‘eyeball’ 


stunt he does is very old. I saw it 
done in carnivals when I was a kid. 
There are no pain nerves in the 
sclera [the white of the eye] that 
would react to a knife being placed 
there. That is the most common 
thing that this man does, regardless 
of the patient’s complaint Refer to 
my book Ftim-Flam! to see me with 
a knife under my eyelid. Or try it 
yourself." 

So why do people persist in these 
foolish beliefs, even when the cold 
light of reason shows them to be ab- 
surd? It is not a question Randi is 
particularly revealing about “They 
want comfort" he suggests. WfeU, 
yes, that other great rationalist 
Karl Marx, said something s imilar 
about opium of the people. Thai, like 
everyone else, he blames the media. 
“TV programmes don’t want to hear 


about reality That Hitler died in his 
bunker is not a story. Say he’s alive 
in Rio and you've got a series.” But 
this hardly seems a good enough ex- 
planation for toe sale of about 40 
paranormal books fix* every one of 
his which d e bunk toe stuff 
But, as he might say you don’t ask 
a molecular biologist to fix your 
teeth. Randi is a performer He’s bril- 
liant at knockabout end has lots of 
humour. I asked if all his targets 
were equally risible. Didn't hom- 
eopathy have some evidence for it? 
“Do you know what the theory of it 
is? Ilfs complete madness," he snaps 
back. “However it is one of the 
delusions you Brits are particularly 
keen on. Probably because the Wind- 
sors have been relying on it for 220 
years. Maybe that's why they are in 
the state they are today." 


Update 


NEXT WEEK sees the start 
of toe annual meeting of the 
British Association for the 
Advancement of Science, the 
biggest science festival in the 
country, which this year is to 
be held at Cardiff University. 
The event begins on Sunday 
and runs until Friday, and wfll 
include hands-on science 
demonstrations including the 
properties of “exploding 
custard", which always 
proves popular. 


BLACK HOLES really are not 
the way to “tunnel” through 
space, say Israeli scientists 
who hare toe computer 
simulations to prove it Fbr 
some years hopelul people 
(often devotees of Star TTek) 
have suggested that by 
passing into a spinning black 
hole, one might somehow 
escape the incredible forces 
inside to avoid being torn 
apart - and then emerge in 
another part of the universe, 
haring effectively travelled 
faster than light. But the team 
showed that as you move 
towards a black hole, its 
apparent mass increases 
towards infinity - and 
eventually you are ripped to 
atomic shreds. 


DEGENERATIVE neurological 
disorder such as Alzheimer’s 
disease might be treated with 
nose drops, according to 
research reported in this 
week's New Scientist. William 
Frey at the Alzheimer's 
Research Center in St Paul. 
Minnesota, realised that the 
olfactory nerves run directly 
from the nasal cavity to the 
brain’s olfactory “bulb". Tests 
in rats showed that this nasal 
route can surmount the 
problem of getting drugs 
across the blood-brain barrier, 
which usually excludes most 
large molecules. 


Bad weather is expected as a 
byproduct of global warming, 
but might it also contribute to 
it? In a study in Nature, 
scientists at the Bermuda 
Station for Biological 
Research suggest that 
hurricanes may themselves 
contribute to global wanning 
by cooling toe sea - meaning 
it can absorb less carbon 
dioxide - and hurling large 
amounts of that feed gas into 
the atmosphere. 

In 1995 the team at the 
BSBR measured the 
increased carbon dioxide 
levels generated by three 
hurricanes in toe Sargasso 
Sea (a normally placid part of 
the Atlantic): with Hurricanes 
Felix, Luis and Marilyn, the 
ocean surface cooled while 
the winds, of more than 
lOOmph, whipped up toe sea 
to exchange carbon dioxide. 
The three events increased 
the total amount of carbon 
dioxide transfer In that region 
that summer by 55 per cent 
However, it is still unclear 
what effect toe ten or so 
hurricanes occurring 
annually could have on the 
bigger picture of dimate 
change: that is still being 
investigated. 

Charles Arthur 
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Technoquest 


q Why don't woodpeckers 
get headaches? 


surrounding their brains. 
They also have very large 
skulls and small brains - 
with not much momentum 
on impact. They also hare 
shock absorbers in the 
junctions between their 
beak and skull 

Q How Is plastic made? 
Plastic is made by a 
process called 
polymerisation. This is 
where chains of molecules 
(made up mostly of carbon 
and hydrogen atoms) are 
stuck’together to make 
very long chains of 
molecules and networks. 

The raw material the 

chains of molecules come 
from is usually coal 

Q What is Russian 
multiplication? 

Russian or peasant 

multiplication is 
multiplication by repeated 
doubling. Fbr example, to 
multiply 17 by 13 you 

double the 17 and halve the 
13, and add the doubles 
that correspond to an odd 
number in the other 
column Like this: 17 x 13 - 


doubled and halved: 34 x 6 
(add 17); doubled and 
haired: 68 x 3 (add 68); 
doubled and halved: 136 x 
1. So the answer is 136 + 
68 +17 = 22L If s a handy 
way of writing long 
multiplication in binary- 

Q Bow do cats purr? 
Recent research suggests 
that in domestic cats its 
the vibration of an elastic 
ligament linking toe 
clavicle bone to the throat 
- which creates a purr 
during both in h a l i n g and 
exhaling. In their larger 
cousins, things are slightly 
different, restricting toe 
purring to an out-breatoe 
only Neither kind of cat 
ever stops purring- they 
just control the volume - 
with loud purrs conveying 
anything from anger in a 
Snow Leopard to 
contentment in a Tabby! 

You can visit toe 
Tkdmoquest Wbrfd Wide 
Web site at 

httpllimowJCienceneL 

org.uk 

Questions and answers 
provided by Dialra- 
Sci&aistan034S6Q04M 


The Truth About... 
Gangrene 


IT IS a truth universally 
acknowledged in science feat 
natural poisons are infinitely 
nastier than anything 
synthesised by man. Nothing 
Illustrates this more clearly 
than toe toxin produced by 
ClosiridivnipeifriTigens, a 
ubiquitous bacterium that 
causes gas gangrene, a 
severe infection of open 
wounds that usually results 
in death or amputation. 

The Clostridium family of 
bacteria is responsible for 
te tanus, botulism and other 
disagreeable types of food 
poisoning. When C 
perfrmgens - which exists in 
soil water and even tucked 
safely away inside our own 
intestines - infects an open 
wound, it can spread rapidly 
through the flesh. 

If it readies toe bone, then 
nothing can be done short of 
amputation. If left untreated 
gas gangrene causes severe 
blood poisoning, kidney 
failure, coma and death. 

Gas gangrene derives its 
name from the pockets of gas 
that accumulate in infected 
tissue as a result of bacterial 
action. It is a common illness 
of the battlefield, where tort 
and open wounds provide toe 
perfect opportunity for the 



The three-dimensional structure of the gangrene toxin 


bacteria to enter the body. 
Hundreds of victims of the 
tidal wave disaster in Papua 
New Guinea succumbed to 
gas gang rene. Many had to 
have limbs removed. 

About 100 people a year 
develop gangrene in Britain, 
often from complications 
after traffic accidents. 

There is no cure for gas 
gangrene, which can 
overwhelm a person within 
horns. Antibiotics work only 
if they are taken long before 
infection takes root Once 
infected, the diseased tissue 
turns black; rinath nan occur 
within six hours. 


Military authorities have 
takena keen interest in the 
toxin produced by toe 
bacteria because of its 
potential for use as a weapon 
of biological warfere. Saddam 
Hussein Is believed to have 
purchased two tons of the 
bacteria, apparently in order 
to produce enough toxin for 
use in missile warheads. 
Contaminated shrapnel 
would inoculate the bacterial 
toxin directly into toe flesh of 
bomb victims. 

Studies of C gerfiingens 
began in 1891 and scientists 
quickly found that the toxin 
attacks the molecules of the 


protective cell membrane. 
After a century of research, 
scientists have now found a 
chink to gas gangrene's 
armour that may eventually 
lead to toe development of 
vaccines or drugs. 

Professor David Moss, Dr 
Ajit Basak and Dr Claire 
Naylor of Biridbeck College, 
London, have worked out the 
three-dimensional structure 
of toe bacterium's deadly 
toxin with the help of 
scientists from Porton Down, 
toe Ministry of Defence's 
chemical weapons research 
facility. They believe they 
have found the “active site" 
that is responsible for 
binding to human cells and 
thereby triggering toe 
cascade of chemical 
reactions that lead to the 
rapid destruction of cell 
memhranes. 

Dr Basak said: “We want 
to design something that will 
bind to toe active sites on the 
toxin molecule to stop it 
working. Identifying the 
three-dunensfonal structure 
is the first step In toe 
development of drugs to 
target the toxin and 
neutralise its effects." 

Steve Connor 
Science Eon-os 
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Theatre- magic 
pure and simple’ 

I ndip a n dtnl on Sunduy 

‘Enchants the aye, 
exercises the mind and 
makes the heart beat faster 1 


September 5 J 10 | 12 
17 | 24 al 7.00pm 
Sung in English 
Tickets from £5 

English National Opera 
London Coliseum WC2 
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The new 
pavement 
artists 

Collaborations between architects and aesthetes 
are becoming more common. But there still has 
to be an element of chemistry. By James Fisher 

A rtists have long tling on the actual designs.” produced. The incinerator; which 

worked with What they developed for the Tot- has an 85m-high chimney, was de- 
architects to pro- tenham Hale concourse are three signed by Derby architects Fhulks 
duce art for their separate pieces: a I6m-high lit Ferry Culley and Rech and the Lon- 
new buildings - beacon (the Tower of Time), a foun- don-based artist Martin Richman. 
Broadcasting tain (the Bridge of Signs) and some The council's suggestion for involv- 

House, for instance, paving, which incorporates writing ing an artist was enthusi a stically 
woukl be unthinkable witixxit the Eric by local children (the Path of the taken up by the client and the ar- 
Gill sculpture over its entrance. But People). “There are lots of people at chitects, according to project archi- 
the status of the art work conceived Thttenham Hale waiting for buses, ted; Ray Perry The only problem was 
for a particular setting has always trains and at the trafBc lights and that deciding on a suitable art form, 
been uncertain: stand-afoneotgectra* can be a bit boring. The idea was to “We felt that a sculpture, fountain 

part of the fabric? give them something fun to look at or painting would be inappropriate 

That status was cleared up last but not too obvious. So it takes time for what is a private building on a 
week with the decision by Deputy to workout that the fountain's a dock very public ate and came up instead 
Prime Minister; John Prescott, to and more time to work out what time with the idea of external Ughting,” he 
return a Henry Moore relief to the it is,” says LyalL says. Having decided on the 

building for which it was made. His Like McLean, and perhaps influ- appropriate form of art for their “in- 
decision has set an important preee- enced by him, he is very dear about dukrial cathedral”, the architects set 
dent for site-specific art - although how collaborations work most ef- about trying to find a suitable artist 
quite where it leaves the Elgin Mar- fectivefy: “The way I feel about the They approached the Public Art 
bles is anyone’s guess - and is best collaborations is that we start Commissions Agency, which 
timely because recently there has with a blank sheet of paper and work arranged a slide show of 30 artists 
been a growth in collaborative work together in free form and what who work with light From that 
between artists and architects. results is som ething which neither they selected six who were given a 
In many ways the Glaswegian- would have thought of separately. I set of plans for the new building and 
bom artist Bruce McLean, is the like working with artists because asked to present their ideas at an in- 
forerunner of a new generation of they have a different eye and way of terview. Richman was picked, ac- 
artists who collaborate with archi- thinking. But seme collaborations cording to Perry because he was “on 
tects not simply by providing a don't work if the chemistry isn't the right wave-length for the type of 
suitable work for a new building- there or it is one-sided.” building we had", 

sculpture for the fiyercH - painting for lyaD is also critical of other ar- Getting the right match of archi- 

the boardroom - but by coming up chitects who aren't keen on getting tect and artist is absolutely crucial 
with a concept far the building where involved: “Some architects, even to the success of the project ac- 
architect and artist became partners some very famous architects, are a cording to Vivien Lovell, who is the 
in the creative process. “I want to be bit strange about involving artists on director of the Public Art Commis- 
involved at the outset and not just as their projects, believing they are the sions Agency It isa charitable con- 
an add-on,” he says. on|y creative talent, which is vayar- sultancy which aims to bring 

McLean became involved with ar- rogant and also missing an oppor- - collaborative work to a wider aucO- 
chitects in a professional sense tunity by being unnecessarily ence than that which visits art gai- 
when he met Will Alsop in 1978 and neurotic about the ownership of ere- leries. Accordingly, it organises 
they have worked together on real ative ideas.” But there are enough installations, temporary schemes 

and acts as a matchmaker for per- 
manent building projects. 

“Collaboration is becoming 
extremely fashionable but it is 
nevertheless a process full of pitfalls 
- sometimes there is too much ter- 
ritorial jealousy involved and some- 
times the relationship just 
implodes, ' she says. 

“Collaboration requires an enor- 
mous amount of generosity and 
time. The artists have to be involved 
from early on, it is undesirable to 
stick the art on at the end, that hard- 
ly ever works," she says. 

In the case of Tyseley. Ray Perry 
had the necessary amount of gen- 
erosity to allow Richman's involve- 
ment with the project to cause a 
number of f undame ntal changes to 
the external appearance of the 
incinerator: and that was before he 
set to work on coming up with a light- 
ing programme for it - a dramatic 
moving light show. 

“Martin introduced the idea of red 
-to highlight the function of the bidd- 
ing and its heat - so we changed the 
yellow cladding to red He also in- 
troduced areas of translucent and 
transparent cladding to show the in- 
ternal lighting,” says Perry 

Although Richman had worked 
with architects on projects in the 
past Tyseley was the first time he 
had worked on a building from 
scratch and had such a large input 
into its final appearance. Although 
enthusiastic about the outcome, he 





and fantasy projects since, including 
proposals for Railtrack’s new station 
at Blackfriars Bridge in London. 

But his connection to architecture 
is more deep rooted, even genetic - 
his father was an architect as is his 
son. So although McLean brings an 
artistic sensibility to a collaborative 
project, he has an architectural 
grounding, He has just finished a pro- 
ject with Alsop’s former partner; 
John Lyall, at Tottenham Hale in 
north east London. Lyall says: “I 
enjoy working with Bruce because 
he is eminently practical and prag- 
matic. Some of his ideas may seem 
a bit obvious but they have a very 
direct public appeal It’s certainly not 
art for art's sake." 

At Tottenham Hale, McLean and 
Lyall have come up with a new con- 
course and Underground station - 
schemes which complement the 
mainline station which McLean, 
Lyall ami Alsop deigned together in 
1991. Lyall says it was a collabora- 
tive process: “We spent lots of Sun- 
days at his studio brainstorming 
before editing them down and set- 


architects around who are enthusi- 
astic about the possibilities offered 
- aside from Alsop and Lyall, 
McLean alone has worked with 
David Chipperfield in Bristol and 
Tbkyo and is currently designing a 
new foreshore for Bridlington with 
Rayner Banham. 

What started for McLean and 
Alsop as an experiment and a bit of 
fun has since been formalised and 
become more mainstream. McLean 
suggests: “Will and I started in a real 
way We weren’t put together as a lot- 
tery project and were doing it before 
all that public arts s tuff " 
various organisations now pro- 
mote artist/architect collaborations, 
including the Royal Society of Arts 
with its Art for Architecture pro- 
gramme and Birmingham City 
Coundl which has a "per cent for art" 
initiative, whereby one per cent of a 
new building's total cost is spent on 
an art work for it 

One product of this initiative is the 
city’s new incinerator at Tyseley; 
which burns household waste and 
generates electricity from the heat 


does have reservations about the 
process of achieving it 

“The problem with working in the 
public realm as an artist is that you 
have an idea and don't see it realized 
for three or four years. There’s 
months and months of bureaucracy 
to get through, city councils, engi- 
neers. administrators and archi- 
tects to deal with. It's all a long way 
from the interior life of a studio prac- 
tice," he says. 

He has overcome any qualms 
about public art projects and is now 
working on two other collaborative 
schemes with architects in Hackney 
and Bristol. In Hackney he is about 
to install a tube of light which 
changes colour according to wind in- 
tensity on the front of a new media 
centre, while in Bristol he has de- 
signed some beacons of light for that 
city's millennial celebrations. 

The people of Birmingham seem 
pleased with the outcome: “I haven't 
heard anything from anywhere 
which is negative, it’s all been 
favourable," says Perry. “And that's 
something of a first because we ar- 
chitects are used to getting kicked.” 



Above, from top: the Bridge of Signs in the forecourt to Tbtteniiam Hale Tube station in London, a nrodurt 
between the artist Bruce McLeanand the architect John Lyall; the painted enamelled frieze on the Tbttenham Ha^ovS^oimd 
station, designed In 1992; and die flluimnated Tyseley energy to waste plant in the West Midland^ prXcSd^ 

Richman and architect Ray Perry. Left two views of the ticket hail at Tottenham Hale T\ibe station M(^vmSternber, 
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Darling, I just had to have it 

jp the 19th ce ntury, John and Josephine Bowes embarked on a gigantic shopping spree to fill the museum they 
founded. Today their creation houses an eccentric and exuberant show of modem design as well. By John Windsor 



he Bowes Museum is impos- 
s*We. it should never have 
been built, but it demands 
love at first sight his a huge, 
^•enefa-stvie chateau pfrnftpfl 

in the middle of the Tteesdale 
countryside, a monument to passion over 

common sense. 

Mr and Mrs Bowes put it there. He, 
John, was the illegitimate son of an earl 
and owned collieries, ships and racehorses. 
She, Josephine, was a French actress and 

courtesan who painted tolerably welt 
John loved her so much he bought the 
vaudeville theatre in Paris where she 
performed. 

The museum, at Barnard Castle, County 

Durham, is their folly d deux, a complete 
artwork designed to commemorate their 
passion for art and for each other They 
were not art scholars, not even connois- 
seurs, more like shopaholics. They went 
on a 15-year spending spree (1861-751 
buying what they fancied in order to fin the 
museum. You get an idea of their taste 
when confronted by the life-size silver 
mechanical swan in the museum foyer It 
is, ahem, a trifle vulgar 

The couple shopped till they dropped. 
Neither lived to see the opening, in 1892, 
of the museum that has been a headache 
for penniless trustees and sober-sided 
county councillors ever since. 

What would the Bowes be up to today? 
John, his mines dosed, his racehorses sold, 
still suffering from gout would be blowing 
raspberries from his wheelchair at the 
Durham county councillors who this year 
tried to dose the museum for five months 
annually , m order to save a measly £34,000. 
Josephine, who in one shopping expedition 
in 1869 squandered 5,840 francs - about 
£75,000 today - on seven Worth dresses, 
(having picked up a painting by Goya for 
680 francs, £3,400 today), would have been 
wheezing asthmatic blandishments at her 
husband to commit the obvious, irre- 
sponsible outrage - start fining the mu- 
seum with new gear: ‘'Never mind who 
pays for it Just do itT 

Janice Blackburn has done just that She 
curates Sotheby’s annual selling exhibition 
of decorative arts and spent nine years 
working for the Saatchi Collection. Her 
choice of 80 contemporary artworks that 
she thinks John and Josephine would 
have bought are being exhibited alongside 

the rienorativp. art, fiirrrihim, paint in gs and 

curios that thqy did buy. 

Ms Blackburn is a passionate woman. 


£*T»oireaflty want todragalftheway 

up to County Durham?” But “I took one 
look at it and could not believe my eyes.* 

Now; she says: “My family thinks Tm 
reincarnating as Josephine IF s true that 
I've tried to get inside the skins of both of 
them. If Josephine walked through a door 
in the museum I would not be surprised.” 

If it takes a peculiar person to respond 
like that to the spirit of John and Josephine 
there must be quite a few peculiar people 
about The extravagance, irrationality and 
passion of the couple -so lacking in the cor- 
rectness of today- shames our nine-to-five 
world mid is infectious. Blackburn says: 
“They were mad, wild, wonderful, un- 
boxing people". 

So when the museum failed to raise any 
sponsorship from British business for her 
show - who would link a company's name 
to such a mad scheme? - she appealed to 
the wild side of her friends for an extra £5,000 
towards the exhibition catalogue. Sir Den- 
nis Stevenson, outgoing chairman of the 
trustees of the Tate Galleis and Lady 
Stevenson, tipped up £1,000. Another 0,000 
came from Donald Davidson, chairman of 
Persimmon Homes. She herself put in 
£4,500, her prize for winning a curators’ 

award. Enthusiasm indeed for a couple who 

bought Canalettos and whose sense of the 
avant garde did not extend beyond 
Courbet’s paintings of workers and peas- 



Fots of extravagance by Kate Malone at The Spirit of the Times’ exhibition in the Bowes Museum 


ants; who missed out on the emerging Im- 
pressionists (Cezanne, Degas, Manet, 
Monet); who bought not from artists’ studios 
but from galleries aod big art fairs, where 
dealers’ eyes lit up at the sight of them. And 
whose annual Ml for gowns would have sup- 
ported a whole village of miners’ widows. 
/Vet their passion for art and life, across the 
years, continues to arouse a fond of nos- 
talgia. They bad such a good time! 

Ms Blackburn has posthumously pre- 
sented them with an exuberant, chest-high 
ceramic artichoke pot by Kate Malone. It is 
not a Cutting-edge piece, iwt the sort of ab- 
stract slab that G<HtfonBaldwm makes. But 
the Bowes woufo probably have considered 
Baldwin’s work not much fun. This piece is 
sumptuous, extravagant They would have 
loved it The artichoke is typical of Ms 
Blackburn's self-imposed brief “I wanted to 
let the collection speak to me, not me to it n 
There are onty a few pieces in her selection 
that would appeal to Charles Saafcehi. 

pink faille Mifatah gown by John Galliano 
for Christian Dior’s spring/summer 1997 


collection. A Dior archivist was flown free 
by Air France to put the gown cm its man- 
nequin, in front of a fireplace on which is 
hung a portrait of Josephine wearing a 
gown designed by Worth - the last British 
designer before Galliano to head a Paris 
fashion house. It is, nevertheless, the 
exhibit that cost most to put on display. “I 
just had to have it” says Blackburn, echo- 
ing words that must have passed 
Josephine’s Ups almost daily. 

The most cutting-edge clothes are 
Emily Bates’s three lQft-tall dresses made 
from human hair (displayed beneath a 
painting of the crowning of the Virgin 
Mary), Caroline Broadheacf s diaphanous, 
unwearable dress on a wire frame, and 
Mary Little’s chair upholstered in human 
garb. They are advanced, conceptual - 
which would not have appealed to the 
Bowes - but are also ftm - which would. 
All three areyoung but established names. 
By now, it must be assumed. Young British 
Artists recominended by the right dealers 
would have been among the guests at the 
Rowes’ lavish parties. 


A Jo Gordon horn-shaped headdress of 
fpathers is modelled by a stuffed crow. This 
is a jeu d’esprit of Ms Blackburn’s. She 
rummaged among the stuffed animals in 
the museum’s attic, found the crow, an owl 
and other dead things, and consigned 
them to the museum's industrial deep 


I thought a stuffed 
alligator was going to feel 
me up and down every 
time I passed it 


freeze for two days, to kOI any bugs. 
“Rather Damien Hirst,” she says, eyeing 
the crow disparagingly. “Actually, those 
things were revolting. I thought a stuffed 
alligator was going to feel me up and down 
e voy ti ra e I passed ft. I must have washed 
my hands 20 times." 


Would the Bowes have liked Benjamin 
Creed’s model of a Vespa motorcycle, cov- 
ered in beige caxpet and displayed next to 
a sedate sedan chair of theirs? It might be 
expecting a bit much of John, who would 
probably have tried to ride it down a mar- 
ble staircase, broken it, and chucked it out 

The blue of the Bowes’ massive pair of 
S&vres porcelain jardinieres is reflected 
in the blue of Ms Blackburn’s “Hydra” wall 
hanging by Elizabeth Garouste and Mattia 
Bonetti. It is made of linen, velvet, FVC, 
patmated metal and gilded shells. “So 
extravagant, so flamboyant," says Black- 
bum: “You just know they would have 
bought that” 

There are some charming insertions 
into the permanent collection - such as a 
tiny, ceramic child's dress and shoes by 
Tiziana Bendall-Bnmeflo, popped into a 
di sp l ay rahln et among Drift figur es of chil- 
dren, cows and nuDonaids. In the celiac Ms 
Blackburn indulges in puns -Guy Holder’s 
big cement bottles look as if they have just 
been taken out of the Museum's kiln, and 
Nathalie Hambro's chain-mail apron 


'IbdDitchbum 

stands beside the real thing from the 
Middle Ages. Margaret OHorke’s fountain 
in translucent portslain spouts like an ex- 
otic sea anemone, within sight of the 
Bowes’ fountains outside Yes, they would 
have gone for that And Kate Wilkinson’s 
jewellery. And Jones and Jones's meticu- 
lous sculpture, “Paradise Garden", made 
from fruit cake and multi-coloured icing. 
They would have eaten it 

“In a drab world.” says Ms Blackburn, 
“we need people like the Bowes, who just 
followed their whims. They should be en- 
couraged. Tbday; evenrane needs a reason 
for doing things. Such a pity.” 

The exhibition, “Spirit of Hie Times ” - 
which is funded by Northern Arts , the 
Crafts Council and Durham County 
Council - is until 4 October (lOam-Spm 
Monday-Saturday , 2-5pm Sundays): entry 
£3.90 adults, concessions £2M family tick- 
et (two children, two adults) £ 12 . The 
Bowes Museum is at Barnard Castle, Co 
Durham, tel 01833 690606. Nearest rail sta- 
tion is Darlington. 


Design News 


In bed with 
Charles II 


D ying thing about falling 
i object in an art gallery 
dll the exhibition is over 
Y it and take it home The 
jouthern Craftmakers” 
impatience: should you 
one of the 140 items on 

isk it away at the end of 

ie tour is on, and a sun* 
e its place. 

ib-titled “contemporary 



hereenrom arowiu 
^Engtendewnprisefim- 

He artists, potters, let- 
liths. a woodworker, a 
L blacksmith. Choose 
w delights - Mafgjt 

X felt cushions and bed- 
’s asymmetrical wood- 

udnda Bell's woven 
'Jormandale’s forged' 


steel fire-basket, Yvonne Renouf Smith's 
sleek silver salt and pepper shakers or 
Angus Williams's tough linen floor rugs. 
Southern Craftmakers is at Beatrice 
Royal Gallery, Nightingale Avenue, 
Eastleigh, Hampshire 5 September- 
25 October, TuesSun US (01703 610592); 
South Hid Park Arts Centre, Bracknell 
5 Dec-24 January; The Waterfront 
Museum, Poole (01202 683138) 30 
Jartuary-14 March; Quay Arts Centre, 
Newport, Isle of Wight (01983 528825) 
3 Aprils May. 

U FORGET MIRRORS on ceilings. Far bet- 
ter to wake in the morning and gaze up at 
John Michael Wight's huge painting of “The 
Allegory of the Restoration”, as Charles n 
did in his bedchamber in the Palace of 
Whitehall. It fo at an exhibition to mark the 
300th anniversary of the destruction of the 
palace, along with many drawings by Inigo 



Left to right: Una Sullivan’s slate black paperweights; cut-out felt cushions by Mai^gret AdoIfsdOttir; pottery by Lindsey Hoole 


Jones and Christopher When, and artefacts 
that were found buried in the ruins. 

The Lost Palace of Whitehall', 1530-1698 

zeiUbe at the RIBA Heinz GaUery.21 Port- 
man Square, London Wi from 10 
September^ October, Mcmday-Friday, 
USpm, Saturday ll-2pm ( 0171 580 5 533) 


■ WHEN BERNARD Leach returned to 
Britain from Japan in 1920 and set up a 
pottery at St Ives, he was helped by his 
first apprentice, Shoji Ha m a d a (1894- 
1978). This Japanese potter stayed for 
three years, became a deft interpreter of 
medieval English slipware and a huge In- 


fluence on his British counterparts. 
When he returned to Japan, he was so 
revered that in 1955 he was declared a 
National Living Treasure. Michael 
Cardew - Leach’s second pupD- said that 
Hamada's pots were “kind ... and the clay 
sits there and glows. The treatment is 


right, no violence has been done to the 
material.” Judge for yourself at a show 
ofworkfrom Japanese collections at Bon- 
hams. 

Bonhams auctioneers; Montpelier Street 
London SW 7 ( 0171-393 3900) ftom 4-17 Sep- 
tember. ^ 
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MUSIC 

Big in Japan. . . but anywhere else? 

Colla borations between Tokyo’s finest and the best of the UK’s vibrant dub scene are finally lending Japanese pop music some 
much-needed credibility. And, what’s more, the cuter, trashier and fluffier the result, the better. By Fiona Sturges 


CONVENTIONAL BRITISH reserve decrees 
that the Japanese always take things too 
far. Chris Tarrant cackles over excerpts 
from masochistic Japanese game shows 
and Clive James squeezes scornfully into 
their little capsule hotels. Even in our so- 
called cosmopolitan capital, identity-<Tazed 
Japanese youths are frowned upon for hav- 
ing the widest flares, the tallest platforms 
and the silliest bam 

Their irony-free obsession with all 
things cute in popular culture, (baby doll 
chic, Lilliputian gadgetry squeaky cartoon 
characters, for example) is something 
that sits uncomfortably with British sens- 
ibilities - indeed it is a notion that is com- 
pletely at odds with their reputation as a 
supereffident country foil of madly hard- 
working people. 

Even their top-selling style table, burst- 
ing with fanatically outlandish future aes- 
thetics. is called Cutie. 

Wfe may flail in the face of Japanese tech- 
nological know-how and marvel at their 
flair for cutting-edge design, but when it 
comes to Japanese pop music we snigger 
condescendingly safe in the knowledge that 
here, at least, is something that we do bet- 
tec Even though the Japanese boast more 
record shops than us, buy more CDs per 
week than any other country and churn out 
premium record- and CD-playing equip- 
ment, they seem almost incapable of pro- 
ducing a good mainstream pop record. We 
may have silently thanked them for taking 
the likes of Shampoo, Dannii Minogue and, 
more recently Naomi Campbell off our 
hands, but their success in Japan con- 
firmed for us that the country’s musical 
taste embodies all that, to Western ears, 
is thoroughly naff. 

But, like successions of European 
bands, Japanese musicians seem des- 
perate to please the West a.—’ v=- r " the 
British music industry as a benchmark of 
success, despite the fact that few have 
made it over here. 

The all-girl rode outfit Shonen Knife are 
one of the few Japanese bands to have 
dented the market in the West, having sup- 
ported Nirvana on their British tour Their 
tuneful post-punk sound, little-girl attire 
and frivolous lyrics about boys, cuddly toys 
and ice-cream appealed to unruly young 
girls and sent teenage boys into a cold 
sweat It helped that they sang in English. 

The '¥ellow Monkey were also a rela- 
tively successful Japanese export in 
spangly glam-rock circles, but they were 
short-lived and failed to reach the charts, 
having made the fatal mistake of singing 
in Japanese. But there is still a multitude 
of vastly successful pop bands in Japan who 
have never infiltrated the British charts. 

The relentless growth of the dub scene 
has recently afforded an outlet to more 
underground Japanese artists. Dance 
music is much easier to infiltrate, since the 
genre effortlessly crosses language bar- 
riers and hot on the heels of the newty pop- 
ular Asian dub scene, Japanese records 
haw prompted a considerable defrosting 
in the UK. 

The Mo Wax impresario James Lavelle 
was so enthusiastic about Japanese dub 
music that after his own record label first 
took off, he travelled to Tokyo in search of 
new sounds and welcomed DJ Krush. 
among others, into his fashionable fold 

Other Japanese acts are now finding 
their way into London dubs - notably Cor- 
nelius ta huge icon in Japan and hailed as 
the country's answer to France’s Air), Pizzi- 
cato 5 (associated with last year's easy lis- 
tening fad*, Fantastic Plastic Machine, Ken 
Ishil DenJd Groove and the Boom Boom 
Satellites - and fashionable promoters are 
falling over each other to import Eastern 
DJs and start Japanese nights- 

Last year's launch over here of the 
Bens tie Boys' label Grand Royal gave a 
platform to the discordant electro-rock 




crossover band Buffalo Daughter, who 
this year have been touring with the 
Beasties 1 keyboardist Money Mark. 

An independent German label. Bunga- 
low Records, recently identified this trend 
and having met up with Pizzicato 5 and 
been assured of an abundance of other 
class acts, produced a compilation called 
Sushi 4004. The album is composed of a 
melange of different sounds from estab- 
lished Japanese names, as well as in- 
cluding ddbuts from new artists such as 
Collette and Qythone. 

Judging by this collection, Japanese 
dance music bears little relation to the 
country's traditional music. Where bands 


such as Asian Dub Foundation use the sitar 
to give their sound the Indian rubber 
stamp, Tokyo DJs seem determined to 
obliterate all references to Japanese 
tradition, preferring to sample from 
Western sources and collaborate with 
Wiestern artists. 

But musicians deny that this is simply a 
tactic to woo Western consumers. Tbmoyuki 
Tanaka, of Fantastic Plastic Machine, one 
of the album’s contributors, says: “A lot of 
our musicians consciously reject Japanese 
sounds, as they associate it with poor qual- 
ity. Japan doesn’t really have a history of 
modern music. When you think of America 
you think of hip-hop, with Germany it's elec- 


tronic musfc and England is 
punk, new wave and drum 'if bass. This is 
something we don't have m Japan So we bor- 
row from anything and everything." 

On occasions this can make their sound 
virtually izKfistinguishable from their west- 
ern counterparts, though what separates 
the Sushi tracks from British dance is their 
irrepressible predilection for kitsch, char- 
acterised by happy-dappy melodies, trashy 
samples and bouncing bass lines. 

Tanaka says: “We don’t really care 
about whether we fit into a certain style; 
we just like to have fun when we make 
music.” It is this playful quality that has 
earned them the label “club pop" over here. 


It fits neat|y into their fondness for every- 
thing that is cute. 

The packaging of their a l bums also re- 
flects this image. They are decorated with 
reflective or sparkling materials and lurid 
colours, displaying a honey-coated yet 
slickly executed future aesthetic embrac- 
ing astronauts, aliens, spaceships and 
other typically Wiestern preoccupations. 

The collaborative aspect of dance music 
has also been beneficial to Japanese 
artists. Ken Ishii is working with Tahrin 
Singh, DJ Krush has worked with the uttra- 
hip British producer Howie B and recently 
ex-Deee-lite man Towa Tei has madte a 
single with Kylie Minogue, though in this 


WHO'S WHO IN THE 

Nippon new Wave 

Yellow Magic Orchestra is one of 
the more creditable ambassadors 
for Japanese pop. This all-male 
ins tr ume ntal group cultivated an 
underground following in the late 
Seventies and early Eighties with 
their German-inspired electronics. 
Their 1980 single “Computer Game 
(theme from The Invaders »" stayed 
in the chart s for u weeks. 

Ryuichi Sakamoto left Yfellow 
Magic Orchestra and went on to 
enter the charts four times in the 
early Eighties with collaborations 
with Japan's David Sylvian. He is 
now an established composer of 
film sound tracks, with titles such 
as Mem; Christmas. Mr Lawrence 
and The Last Emperor gracing 
his CV. 

Sandii & The Sunsetz are a 
poodle-haired outfit headed by the 
FVC-clad Sandii. They were 
responsible for “Alive", which 
epitomised Eastern tack and 
became one of the most famous 
Japanese pop songs of the 
Eighties. Despite heavy 
endorsements from the likes of 
David Bowie and the Eurythmics. 
the band had a short-lived 
international impact 

Shonen Knife is one of the few 
Japanese rock bands to make it big 
over here. This all-female 
ensemble, characterised by a giggly. 
Riot Grrrls aesthetic, favoured a 
pop-punk thrust during the late 
Eighties, citing the Sex Pistols. 

XTC and the Ramones as their 
primary influences. 

DJ Krush is the ultra-cool 
Tokyo-based DJ who was 
appropriated by James Lavelle for 
his ground-breaking Headz album. 
A far cry from his ostentatious 
dubby counterparts, Krush prefers 
lackadaisical hip-hop rhythms 
overlaid with spooky sampling. 

FS 


case you get the feeling that Minogue is 
making use of Tea's fer-readung reputation, 
rather than the other way around. The 
track “German Bold Italic” has a signifi- 
cantly more exotic flavour than Tei’s cus- 
tomary dub anthems and features 
Minogue talking and giggling over a min- 
imalist house rhythm. A particularly 
bizarre accompanying video sees Minogue 
scuttling around the back streets of Tokyo 
dressed as a Geisha girl and looking 
suitably sweet 

“She is the ideal icon that appeals to both 
Japanese and Western people” says Tei. 
“She is very much a part of the dub scene 
already, particularly among the gay com- 
munity and she looks amazing.” 

Though Tei makes use of Japanese 
iconography to promote his work, be still 
insists that the future of Japanese music 
is in the dub scene. “Western notions of 
Japanese music have always revolved 
around Karaoke and it's not that far from 
the truth. But the technology available in 
Japan has steered artists towards dance 
music. It would be stupid not to take ad- 
vantage of that” 

‘Sushi 4004 ' is out on Bungalow Records 
on 7 September. Ibwa. Tei's single ‘German 
BcUdltalUf, featuring Kylie Minogue, is out 
on Coalition Records on 5 October 
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First record: Sylvia, “Y Viva 
Espana” 

This was one of those holiday 
records from 1972. Sylvia was 
lovely - very skinny, with a big, 
wide-brimmed hat It was the 
first time I went to a shop with- 
out my big sisters, who were 
into the Osmonds, and me and 
my Dad went to Ftenwick in 
Leicester; and looked at the Tbp 
40. 1 realty wanted something 
by David Essex, which my as- 
ters had, so I plumped for 
Sylvia because I knew neither 
of them would like it It was a 
case of sibling rivalry. And I 
remember my dad told me I 
could pick anything I liked. 

I didn't show any interest in 
pop music until that point The 
sad truth is that I did fancy her, 
she was one of those women 
that eight-year-olds fancy. I 
didn’t realty listen to radio, but 
had seen her m Top of the Pops, 
amp n g groups like The Sweet 


RIFFS 


The first and last records bought by Justin Currie of del amitri 


whom I didn’t understand, and 
she was innocent and foreign. 
For all I know, she could have 
been from Scunthorpe, not 
Spain. Because it was this 
Spanish thing , it had lots of 
wobbty guitars, like in wes t erns, 
then after this introduction she 
came in singing. Although it 
was pre-disco, she sung over a 
four-to-the-floor stomp bass 
drum. It was jolty But I cer- 
tainly didn’t dance in those 
days - 1 only discovered danc- 
ing about 10 years ago. 

I think Ilistened to it once a 
day for a fortnight It was the 
only record I owned and on the 
B-side was one of those weird 
singles which had no song, but 
it had a groove. Instead of hav- 
ing a blank B-side they would 
have a fake one, a silent groove 
which is like a non-wiggly 
groove, so I just played three 
minutes of nothing. 

Maybe it was a cover version 



of John Cage's “Four minutes 
33”, which he would conduct in 
front of a thousand people, and 
was four minutes and 33 sec- 
onds of silence. 

Perhaps it was avant-garde 
that Sylvia was into on the B- 
side. If you were interviewing 
her; she would ask if you lis- 
tened to her radical stuff Sylvia 
was a classic one-hit wonder; 
and it would have been a great 
Eurovision record if she had 
managed to get it 


Last record: Sparklehorses, 
“Good Morning Spider” 

I normally buy records four at 
a time. In my last batch, I got 
Sparklehorses’ second album, 
which, surprisingly, is realty 
good. When a record is the 
flavour of the month, and gets 
lots of good reviews, I generally 
run out and buy it, and don’t 
understand why. 

I like this because I like al- 
bums which have a variety 
with different tempos and tex- 
tures. It starts off with a poppy 
punk rock song then, after two 
minutes, descends into a down- 
er song, after which each song 
is radically (Efferent from every 
other; 

Also the lead singer has a 
lovely voice, similar to Tom 

Waits’. It's like guitar music and 
American alternative rock; It’s 
odd, and not predictable. 

Igofcin toit immediately I put 
it on and couldn’t believe it is an 


improvement on the first 
album. It's kind of like anti-Lo 
Fi in the way the guy sings, but 
it is recorded! realty beautifully. 
There is something perverse; 
weird, esoteric music recorded 
really well is a strange combi- 
nation. It should be an amateur 
record, but the way it is 
recorded and performed is in- 
credibly well constructed. It’s 
like a Morris Minor built by a 
German car maker. Or some- 
thing like that, anyway. 

On the sleeve notes, he 
thanks a hospital in London 
who helped him after he took 
some sleeping pills, and was so 
sedated that the circulation in 
his legs was cut off He had 
trouble walking and performing 
for quite a long time. 

‘Hatful of Ram- The Best of Del 
Amitri’ is released on 7 Sept 

interview by 
Jennifer Roger 
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Tall stories, tight trousers and elves 

gncfc Family Tre es returns to our television screens tonight, with anoth er batch of pop secret histories. James McNair celebrates the rockumentaiy 

series which reminds us that, regardless of pedigree, most bands have had their Spinal Tap moments 
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P retura of b — inim 

Pton! ^ Tr ees pro- E / 

granime for a new six-week r un E • . 

Pete Frame, whose hand-drawn E • ; *^**>»*S£, , 

genealogical trees map the WWhftir *- w t 
fraughUy entertaining internal re- -V-.- . 

fationships of rock’s institutions, B E 5 OKrara ?«J ! 

. s explained how this second se- . .fR& 

ries attempts to capitalise on the nfjfiB ojG 

strengths of the first “Because it’s ffiL ' JP WMif ^ 

apeak-time show, the producer; *T 

Francis Hanly, and I went for peo- 1 

pie who were going to be as funny F3 F/ A4M4&v»4r 

and eloquent as possible,” he says. r'aAig j mff UL & 
tried not to thing s too 

Though first and foremost a /jS&j*? 

thoroughly researched doormen- 

tary series. Rock Family Trees’ m f - ***+**.' 

judicious use of wry, anecdotal I • 

footage is one of its strengths. The V7. : 1 f fjp’p £ 

programme highlights both the .IBtftte i fc-isk -J& 

incestuousness and the ridiculoas- • f . ^*S®SSs33 

0 ness of rock but with affection, if s /jSsflt j ? jJL 

> a gentle reminder that most bands ■$*?-' | jjjXfrx P 

have had their Spinal Tapmoments. !• X I . 

In “The Prog Rock Years", which I •. ; r 1 , ' 

centres around the careers of Tfes : I T* If* i — - 

and ELR keyboard wizard Rick 1/ . JOt LllDt'/cTft 
Wakeman recalls a la te -Srxties gig [. - 

with The Strawbs where the bands . “'•jSJSEsSSB 
shared a MB with circus pe rf ormers : J . 

“What you did was you accompanied £\X$5 t 

the various acts,” he remembers. "• . | 

“They had Arthur Brown playing for • f ^ 

the trapeze artist and we. The ^IrflCliirirArir- 

Strawbs, were playing for the child 'U$C rQunfcXlbuJi’ 

jugglers. Suddenly there was a bit . . 
of a cheer from the crowd and tins ***** sag3"i5» flf 

old boy with a handlebar mous- ff 

tache jumped up on stage and start- 'ffiBWafr: 7 - jjBfe P0 

ed waving a stick around. I thought '■ Z tTt. . * 

‘Who’s this old git?’ and pushed him **** ; ***yi ™ i . w . ■ ' ■■■■ 

oft The police arrested me. How was ) e fwy< 

I to know it was Salvador Dali?” b jmn\: tfB gy JOCpSZ 

With accessible, fastidiously- i 

^ edited portraits of the earty Sixties 

Merseybeat scene, the Manchester . « n*n , 
dub scene which had New Order at Rock garden: Pete frame hat 
its epicentre, and the late Sixties folk 

movement that spawned The The Mersey Sound episode, s cant 
Mamas and The Papas in the States, less able to let go of old rivalries 
the scope of the new series is Obviously keen to challenge the 
impressive. John Peel’s relaxed view that his own band. The Dako 
narration links choice archive tas, were simply Beaties wannabees 
footage with interviews, While Kramer r fianamh erR Brian Epsfaari 
Frame’s drawings - often accom- giving him the o riginal demo tape oi 
panied by an appropriate montage John Lennon’s “Do You Want To 
of album artwork, and memorabilia. Know A Seoet”, a song wife which 
- provide ideal pit-stops for cross- he and The Dakotas would later 
referencing and plot denouements, score a hit Kramer goes on to say 
CHdeuwiseqandjurf that little bit that at the end (rf the demo^I^non 
less predous,xHOstart^ portrayed ’ “sort of d^dogised for theqffighy 
here can Iaugb atffiemselves. KBy' the sdhg'arid flushed the toSer/Tbe 
J Kramer; though, interviewed for inference is dean 
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Rock garden: Pete Prame hangs another rock family tree... on a tree 


The Mersey Sound episode, seems 
less able to let go of old rivalries. 
Obviously keen to challenge the 
view that his own band. The Dako- 
tas, were simply Beaties wannabees, 
Kramer remembers Brian Epstdn 
giving him the original demo tape of 
John Lennon’s 'Do You Want Td 
K now A Secret”, a song with which 
he and The Dakotas would later 
score a hit Kramer goes on to say 
that at tire end of the demo^Lennon ; 


> With around 250 bands regularly 
. gigging in and around Liverpool at 
• the time, demand for strong original 
- material was hi gh Even one of the 
, Fab Four’s finest, though, was 
l deemed unworthy of Kramer 
P “Different writers have said that 

i Paul McCartney never offered < %s- 
l terday* to anyone," says Kramer; 
“but when I was doing a summer 
season in Blackpool he played it to 
#?e.Isaid, Tdotrt Eke it Paul It’s bor- 

^^Kramer seems a tad prickly 
then in contrast, the former Adam 


and The Ants guitarist, Marco Pir- 
roni, is refreshingly frank about 
how Adam’s image influenced the 
Ants’ writing. ul He’s a pirate on 
land and he wears a good haf - that 
was the Sort Of thing ,** he Mphnnc 
in “Banshees and Other Creatures”. 
With indisputable logic, Pirroni 
adds: “When you’ve got a song 
about a highwayman, it has to be 
called ‘Stand And Ddrver’, and it has 
to go ‘dam, dkidle-lum, diddLe-lum’.” 
Adam himself, alias Stuart God- 
dard, is less willing to trivialise his 
back catalogue. This tactic of 


allowing si demen to have a good 
giggle at the expense of their more 
celebrated former leaders is one 
which Rock Family Trees has used 
effectively time and a gain 
Cleverer stai, is the way that the 
programme’s interviewers can 
gently cajole musicians into talking 
utter nonsense with no attendant 
sense of irony. And when heavy 
metal conies under the spotlight in 
“Sabbath Bkxxjy Sabbath”, we’re not 
short of examples. Witness singer 
Ronnie James Dio on (me of the 
bands he was in before Rainbow and 


Black Sabbath: “We just became Elf, 
which made sense, because we 
were all realty small men My cousin 

was barely five feet tall, and ITn like 

five fbur-and-a-half, five-five. We 
would come out on-stage and the 
audience wouldn’t know what to 
make of these little tiny people. 
Then we just bludgeoned people to 
death with our level of power” 
Like the programme on Mersey- 
beat, tonight’s snapshot of the late 
Sixties folk scene in Greenwich 
Village has value as a social history, 
but ultimately “California Dreamm” 


John Voos 

is probably the least engaging 
episode of this series. The Ameri- 
cans’ reluctance to dish the dirt 
makes for rather safe viewing, and 
given the quality of the rest of the 
series, if s an odd place to start 
Tb paraphrase Mick and Keef, 
though, Rock Family Trees is one of 
the few examples of file pop docu- 
mentary genre to declare: “If s only 
rock Thrall, but we like it” 

Any artists approached to appear 
m a tldri series daooldbe aware that 
the more self-effacing they are, fee 
better they wiD come across. 


Reading and writhing 

The last big rock festival of a soggy summer was no damp squib - just a 
little moist round the edges, say Rhiannon Batten and Richard Hill 





The Reading hardcore: almost certainly not sweating over the Beastie Boys* political karma 


AS saTURDAV sunshine spread mteanoteajveri^ofd^ 

aouesthe campsites circling 

l^^^itemneratiires Fiddler’s PhoemxFestivalran- 


S^aSTeeriain 

vapour stockpiled from me tnmineuo for. Although 


Ol ^rid^*syoung crowd, wife 
their sherbet-coloured hair, 
heima tattoos and more metai 

on their body than the average 


worth turning up for. Although 
more than 100,000 (fid make fee 
trip last weekend - enticed by 
a decent weather forecast and 
a line-up bolstered by fee afore- 


-• — mentioned cancellation - fee It wasn't only fee ground iiMHiBypunojumueuiiMgx 

British festival spirit stm that suffered. Despite Sun- piece by piece, 

and pretty weu-oenaraiM«^ seemed a little damp round fee day’s performances by Dee Then word warfare raged be- 

body-surfing and mosnmjj edges. Jay Punk Roc and the ma- tween the two main-stage 

the sternuni-cnuiai^__^ 0n the main stage onBTiday, tnrety rehearsed but still cut- headliners after the now all - 

cato guitars of the t&ree Rocfeet from the Crypt and The ting attitude of New Order - grown-up Beastie Boys re- 

er stages. Breaks were Afghan Whigs, immaculate in moving the twentysomethings quested that The Prodigy cut 

for near-end-it-all bung their gangster threads, gained to punch the air nostalgically- “Smack My Bitch Up” from 

jumps and visits totnemCTj a good few ticket sales far their it was dear that the four music their set 

site cannabis -ixpe t ra^. ua ^ forthcoming indoor British tents were too dose together Beastie Adam Yauch 

on, the same crowd stooagn«« g^ows, and the young rascals to give the bands what they seemed to absorb the bad 


crowd on Friday seemed im- 
mense tm Saturday and, despite 
fee efforts of the night-time lit- 
ter patrol, the morning ground 
was a soft carpet of plastic 
finks, well-trodden chips and 
greasy newspapers. The queue 
for fee toilets soon prompted 
people to head into the bushes. 
There were too maqy people in 
too small an area. 

It wasn't only fee ground 


whimpered out more like “Rre- 
fighter* and fee loudest sound 
of the weekend was probably 
fee mid-set belch from the Ibo 
Fighter David Grab! 

More exciting were battles 
wagedby the performers. First 
Money Mark, after bringing 
the marquee down with his 
opener of Hammond stand-up 
flunk, abandoned his set pre- 
maturety as Ms equipment died 
piece by piece. 

Then word warfare raged be- 
tween the two main-stage 
headliners after the now all- 
grown-up Beastie Boys re- 


“ the M 


Ash impressed, but' the small- 
er stages were no match for fee 
deific presence of Plage and 

Plant, except to fee skate punk 

kids, who ran off bored. 

What had seemed a large 


needed to be really heard, even 
by festival standards. 

And the music from the 
main stage ^ was just too quiet to 
rock. Saturday’s rendition at 
The Prodigy’s “Firestarter” 


Beastie Adam Yauch 
seemed to absorb the bad 
karma in his Krishna-orange 
boiler suit, however; and in any 
case, fee 40,000 or so who 
jumped up and down to both 
sets woe not sweating over 
polemics. 
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This Week’s album Releases 

REVIEWED BY ANDY GILL 


% 





LAMBCHOP 

What Another Man Spills 
City Stong 

UNHERALDED IN their own land, but justifiably de- 
veloping a sizeable cult reputation over here, Lam- 
bchop are about as intriguing as American pop gets 
at the momenL Fourteen Nashville musicians based 
aroun d singer-songwriter Kurt Wagner, they include 
an invocation to “visit the country music hall of feme 
in nashvilie. to" on all their album sleeves. The ad- 
vice seems unlikely to be reciprocated by the coun- 
try establishment, as rather than ploughing the usual 
furrow of bars, beers, trucks, tears and line-danc- 
ing. they use the comforting textures of the form to 
present sentiments that can be cruel and unusual 
though never punishing. Wagner's songs return coun- 
try to its roots, dealing honestly with real-life mat- 
ters and emotions, and his avuncular, semi-spoken 
vocal style sounds like your grandad rapping. 

There's the usual air of acquiescent moumfulness 
about Lambchop's subtle collusions of strings, 
vibes, horns and pedal steel guitar - a vast, amor- 
phous. not quite house-trained sound. On last 
year's tremendous Thriller, they leavened their 
sound with a veneer of MOR muzak and avant-garde 
musique concrete. Here, it's soul music that prorides 
the added spice, with lovely versions of Curtis May- 
field’s “Give Me Your Love" and Frederick Knight's 
“I’ve Been Lonely For So Long”, both delivered in 
a cracked falsetto that's immensely more moving 
than the vocal gymnastics of modem soul singers. 
Again, it's real music for real people 


HOLE 

Celebrity Skin 

Geften 

COURTNEY LOVE certainly qualifies as real people 

- sometimes alarmingly so -and on Celebrity Skin 
she comes closer than ever before to real music. It 
has already been widely surmised - not least, one 
suspects, by Billy Corgan - that this might have 
something to do with the presence of Billy Corgan 
among the credits. You can certainly hear his dabs 
all over “Hit So Hard”, that ruthless sense he has 
of how to draw the epic out of the merely ponder- 
ous. But it’s not so much the music as the lyrics 
which impress here; and, perhaps stung by the sug- 
gestion that Kurt Cobain may have written parts 
of Live Through This, Courtney has pointedly 
claimed sole responsibility for them. 

It couldn't really be any other way: Love is her 
own muse and her own canvas, constantly hacking 
away at the psychological baggage she drags 
around. She makes disa rming , pre-emptive strikes 

- “She obliterated everything she kissed/Now she’s 
fading/Somewhere in Hollywood" - and wields 
parody with subtlety, most movingly when she 
asserts: “Miles and miles of perfect skin/I swear I 
do, I fit right in.” 

Surely the lady doth protest too much. In her lyri- 
cal craft, and in Love’s search for some kind of pri- 
mal redemption, the influence of Patti Smith is clear 

- there’s even some stuff about horses galloping 
away through “Heaven Tonight”. It’s a comparison 
she bears with some distinction. 


MANSUN 

Six 

Pwlophone 

ITS ENOUGH to make you weep. Having been hailed 
last year as the most likely saviours of the good ship 
Britpop, Mansun have gone ahead and succumbed 
spectacularly to the Second Album Syndrome 
with Six, as overegged a pudding as has been heard 
in years. 

The title-track sets the tone, with a brand of dif- 
fuse prog-rock which never allows the song to get 
established before seeking out new (Erections, wan- 
dering all over the place for eight seemingly 
interminable ntimitps, and further obscuring its pur- 
pose with pointless vocal effects. The riff, such as 
it is, sounds like a cross between Supergrass and 
Smashing Pumpkins - a resemblance accentuated 
by Paul Draper’s voice, which shares some of BQly 
Corgan’s sneery self-regard. 

As usual with the Second Album Syndrome, Six 
is the product of too much gi gg in g and not enough 

riisriplm pri fi nn g w riting. T he re are no instantly man- 

orable tunes like “Stripper Vicar" or “'Wide Open 
Space” here. Instead of devising strong melodies 
and secure song structures, Mansun rely on muso 
flash and accretion, adding new storeys before foun- 
dations are firm, «nri using tarty ornate cladding 
to disguise the fetal imperfections. 

Some of their ideas, too, are simply dreadful - 
"Phil Out”, for instance, is simply the “Dance Of The 
Sugar-Plum Faiiy" laden with excess and 31-fitting 
baggage. What a mess. 


WILLIE NELSON 

Teatro 

bland 

ft 

LIKE EMMYLOU Harris - who appears as backing 
vocalist on the majority of these 14 tracks, as it hap- 
pens - Willie Nelson has opted for the warm and 
welcoming depth of a Daniel Tenn is production on 
his latest album. Gently occupying the spaces 
around Nelson's characteristically dry and minimal 
vocal, it’s a match so congruent that it seems 
extraordinary they’ve never worked together before. 
The drums are a touch obtrusive on one or two 
tracks, but fix* the most part Lanois captures just 
the right atmosphere. 

As with its predecessor; 1996’s Spirit, there’s a 
pronounced Spanish fed to Ifeatro, which blends new 
songs like “Everywhere I Go" and “I’ve Loved You 
All Over The World" with earlier Nelson composi- 
tions such as “Darkness On The Ehce Of The Earth” 
and “My Own Peculiar Way”, several of which date 
from the break-up of his marriage in the early Six- 
ties. “I Never Cared For You" is a notable stand- 
out: the title is a lie, of course, poorly disguising the 
depth of feeling in lines such as “The sun is filled 
with ice and gives no warmth at all”. 

“Home Motel”, too, is a st rikingly spare, empty 
room, fu rnish ed with just a few sparse phrases of 
piano and Nelson’s desolate voice. The introductory 
version of Django Reinhardt’s “Ou Es Tu, Mon 
Amour?", meanwhile, ably demonstrates the 
enduring flexibility of this country legend's 65-year 
old digits. 


PLUSH 

More You Becomes You 

(Domino IMGCDSO) 

LIAM HAYES raised perhaps unreasonable expeo- 
tations with his previous Flush singles. *Tliree Quar- 
ter Blind Eyes” and “No Education . which 
suggested a post-mod symphonic-pup sensibility in 
the Eric Matthews vein, trying to breed new 
blooms from old grafts of Baeharach. Wilson and 
Jimmy Webb- 

On this half-hour of sometimes stupefying piano 
balladry his focus narrows to the latter, with a star- 
tlingly accurate impersonation of the great song- 
writer's over-extended croak. But that’s as far as 
the comparison goes: for despite also borrowing a 
few of his chords. Plush songs seem to go out of their 
way to avoid the magnetic melodiousness of Webb's 
compositions. 

Instead, these desultory smudges or songs slip 
by unnoticed, a rainy day’s worth ol‘ weary rever- 
ies, drifting into each other imperceptibly, with no 
variation in style, attitude or tempo (funereal) to 
separate them save for the addition of a mournful 
French horn on “Save The People”. Some songs, 
such as “(See It In The) Early Morning", have a 
bit more humming in them - but alas, that doesn't 
in itself make them any more hummable. It is. quite 
frankly, torture. Eventually, the self-indulgent veil 
of misery in which Hayes cloaks his musings set- 
tles over the album like a shroud, and you become 
acutetyand intensely aware of just how long a lialf- 
bour can be. 






It’s a sweet song of misery 

Singer-songwriter Elliott Smith's existential tales of life and love not only win 
Oscar nominations but also bring out the mother in the best of crowds. By James McNair 


WHEN DIRECTOR Gus Van 
Sant used a number of Elliot 
Smith songs in his film Good 
Will Hunting, the blend of 
music and cinematography 
was potent enough to draw 
comparisons with Simon & 
Garftmbel’s soundtrack for The 
Graduate. “Miss Misery" was 
Oscar-nominated, and when 
Smith - who looks more like a 
dustman than a Hollywood big- 
wig - performed the song at the 
awards ceremony. Jack Nichol- 
son was silting just 10 feet 
away. His performance at 
Dingwalls must hare been a 
might less daunting for him. 

On his latest album. XO , 
Smith uses Mellotron, vibes 


and tack piano to widen his pre- 
dominately acoustic palette. 
So for tonight’s gig, support act 
Quasi (drummer Janet Weis 
and bass player/guitarist Sam 
Coombs) were on hand to help 
the Brooklyn-based trouba- 
dour give the fuller treatment 
to the more orchestrated of 
these arrangements. 

Wearing an old, blue beanie 
hat and a paint-splashed T- 
shirt at times Smith looked 
genuinely thrilled by the music 
he and his band were making. 
With his awkward smile and 
bottomless sack of fine, wistful 
songs, it was also easy to ac- 
count for his disproportion- 
ately female audience. Most 


girls warm to a poet that they 
can mother. 

Though there’s a classicism 
and easy grace to Smith's ma- 
terial, reminiscent of Paul 
Simon, Revolver-era Beaties or 
Alex Chilton’s best work with 
Big Star, his songs clearty 
reflect a darker, more existen- 
tially challenged souL By per- 
forming all his tunes on a 
crunchy electric guitar; rather 
than an acoustic one. though, 
he seemed keen to subvert 
the “sensitive-fWty" image 
with which he’s been branded. 

The music is one thing, but 
Smith the man is another After 
“Rose Parade”, one fen shout- 
ed “I hope you realise that's 


one of the best songs of the last 
20 years!" Clearly embar- 
rassed by this unbridled flat- 
tery, Smith eventually 
mumbled, “well I’m glad you 
think so". This brought out the 
mothering instincts a gain, and 
in a moment redolent of an 
animation sequence from Ally 
McBeal I could easily imagine 
several doe-eyed girls nearby 
metamorphosing into big, 
broody hens. 

Characters in the city-life 
cameos Smith has recently 
taken to writing in Brooklyn 
bars often sound lost confused 
or defeated. “Waltz No.2", a 
sweetly cl unking half-ballad 
which deveriy referenced The 


Everiy Brothers’ “Cathy’s 
Clown" was a case in point its 
protagonist “staring into space 
like a dead china doll". “Inde- 
pendence Day”, based on a 
sweet almost ragtime-sound- 
ing guitar figure, was some- 
thing of a contrast though. 
Juxtaposing the human life- 
span with that of a butterfly, the 
gist of its more ebullient sen- 
timent was that though it 
might seem as though we only 
live for a day, “It’s brilliant 
anyway." 

He encored with an 
impromptu cover of The Bea- 
tles' “I’m Only Sleeping” and 
forgot the words. But nobody 
seemed to mind. 



Elliott Smith, a troubadour who looks more like a dustman 
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SLEEVE NOTES 


AN EDITORIAL penned by an 
editor-in-chief of a hip hop 
magazine claims Ebgees' 
rapper Wyclef Jean threat- 
ened the editor of a competi- 
tor with a gun. Allen Gordon, 
from Rap Pages magazine, 
says that wyclef didn't admit 
to pulling a gun and argues 
his bofly language said the 
contrary. He says that, after 
asking the rapper three 
times if he threatened Blaze 
editor Jesse Washington over 
an LP review he planned to 
run, Wyclef Jean shrugged 
and nodded the fourth time. 

It wouldn't stand up to jour- 
nalistic integrity never mind 
the law - but was evidence 
for the editor to declare: “I 
can’t let Wyclef get away with 
something that actually did 
happen-" A spokesperson for 
Wyclef said that his shrugged 
response was not an admit- 
tance but a reaction to hav- 
ing already answered the 
question repeatedly. 

♦ 

GERI HALLIWELL, aka Gin- 
ger Spice - or is it the other 
way round - has appointed 
Brits executive producer 
Lisa Anderson as her manag- 
er. Anderson has never been 
involved in artist manage- 
ment before and it is thought 
Gen’s music career will not 
be a priority. 

Meanwhile, Virgin 
Records has got tough on the 
tabloid exposes on the Spice 
babies. Following an article 
in the Daily Mail which 
claimed the reported preg- 
nancies had sparked fury 
among record label execu- 
tives, it has served lawsuits 
on the Daily Mail and The 
Mirror. Virgin has accepted 
an apology from The Sun. 



THE MUSIC festivals scram* 
bled for a crowd-pulling slant 
this year and, some would 
say, they quite simply felled 
to come up sm elling of roses. 
But a completely new festival 
mi g ht pull it oft The all-night 
“Location Apollo” concert 
will be staged on a specially 
constructed stage in the 
shadow of the Jodreil Bank 
Space Observatory on 17 
October: The performance is 
being held to promote the 
new Apollo fragrance- Acts 
include old skool hip hoppers 
Run DMC, along with Space 
and Republics, and the likes 
of Carl Cox, Danny Rampling 
and Judge Jules behind 
the decks. 

Meanwhile, a band who 
benefited from the summer 
festivals, New Order; have 
been confirmed to play a 
New Year’s Eve gig at Lon- 
don' s Alexandra Palace in 
the wake of their reunion 


after five years at last week- 
end's Reading Festival. New 
Order have truly come full 
circle, as little has been 
heard from them since they 
stormed off stage at Heading 
Festival in 1993, claiming that 
they had succumbed to busi- 
ness quarrels and the usual 
artistic differences. 

♦ 

THE CHART SHOW’S execu- 
tive producer Gayle Screene 
has confirmed reports in 
Melody Maker that the show 
may continue. It’s original 
Saturday morning slot has 
been given over to Ant and 
Dec’s SMTV:!ILive. Gayle 
Screene said: “We are just 
finishing stuff off this week. 
We are talking to various 
people about the show and 
it’s quite commercially sensi- 
tive. What is for certain is 
that it won’t be on at that 
time of the day." 


WHO COULD have predicted 
that Madonna would find a 
passim for town planning? 
Well, it would seem that she 
has, the former Material Girl 
having recently filed a law suit 
against the YMCA in an at- 
tempt to try and stop it from 
building a high-rise residen- 
tial tower near tiie Lincoln 
Center in New \brfc Madonna 
claims that the building cre- 
ates a “hazard forme and my 
child" and is using the recent 
fell of scaffolding at a Times 
Square high-rise renovation 
as grounds for bo- suit 

♦ 

FORMER EUKVTHMIC and 
award-winning producer 
Dave Stewart is following on 
the heels of David Bowie 


with the launch of his own 
website iDavestewart.com). 
The site will be the first to 
offer Stewart’s new album, 
aptly called Sly-ji, over a 
month before it's first official 
release dates. The site is 
also hosting a monthly 
Sly-Fi TV special, which 
will have a kooky collage of 
video and art featuring 
guests ranging from Lou 
Reed and Bob Dylan to 
Demi Moore and late LSD 
guru, Timothy Leary. 

Out in cyberspace, Geffen 
Records is also offering free 
downloads of the title track 
from Hole’s forthcoming 
album “Celebrity Skin" 
(www.geffen.com/hole ) 

JENNIFER RODGER 
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Swing it, cut it 
and can it 

Jazz ha s long enjoyed an artistic relationship with the movies - must be 
something to do with the light, and the way jazz confers a cool 
atmosphere on everything it touches. So which are the best jazz sound 
track albums around? And who is the jazz Truffaut? By Phil Johnson 


JUST AS much film music routinety aspires 
to the condition of jazz, many jazz compo- 
sitions sound as if they were written es- 
pecially for the title sequence of a film that 
somehow failed to get made. Thelonious 
Monk’s famous tune “Round Midnight” 
remains the great film noir theme that 
never was, its brooding atmospherics cry- 
ing out for a visual accompaniment of dark, 
rain-slicked, city streets puddled with 
neon. It had to wait until 1986 and Bertrand 
^vernier’s film of the same name to 
make the opening credits (in an arrange- 
ment by Herbie Hancock) , although David 
Meeker’s trainspotter’s bible Jazz in The 
Movies informs you that it can also be 
heard, played by Monk's quartet with 
Gerry Mulligan, in Peter HaE’s screen 
adaptation of Harold Pinter’s The Home- 
coming from 1973. 

The cinematic spirit of Monk is in- 
voked in the rather otiose translated 

sleevenotestflflr wmarkahl PTiAig flnunn hy 

the Italian pianist and composer Rita 
Marco tulli. The Woman Next Door (Label 
Bleu) is a musical tribute to the films of 
Francois Truffaut, and it’s one of the best 
albums of the year so fan Apart from Jean 
Constantin's original theme for Les 400 
Coups, and two songs by Charles Trenet, 
the material is all Marcotulli’s own, audit 
doesn't so much illustrate the films as 
evoke recurring themes and motifs, such 
as innocence, escape and the limitations 
of language. 

As music, it’s very varied, ranging from 
the opening track’s gentle fusion (which re- 
calls Wayne Shorter's Native Dancer), to 
a nearly atonal piano solo, to the accor- 
dion-heavy traditions of Frenchcabaret and 
chanson, but despite this the album man- 
ages to work veiy well as a kind of suite. 
It's played mainly by a series of small en- 
sembles drawn from a large group of Ital- 
ian and French musicians, which includes 
the trumpeter Enrico Ravaand the drum- 
mer Aldo Romano (who also sings, moat 
affectingty). There’s a few rather chewy, 
free-ish, moments but mostly its beauti- 
fully light, intelligent, rhapsodic work and 
a perfect counterpart to Truffaut's own 
heart-on- sleeve, emphatically humanist, 
approach. The album aids with a record- 
ii^ of Thrffaut's voice which then leads into 
a brief piano improvisation on the aliens 1 
theme from Close Encounters qf toe Third 
Kind, the film by Steven Spielberg in 
which Ttuflaut played the role of the 
benevolent scientist like the best oFD*uf- 



fiaiit. it’s an nnnshanunfiypmrfinnal, Hirp«v 

hankie-weepie, moment 

Thee are more accordions on the re- 
release of Gate Barbierfs wonderfhl score 
for Bernardo Bertolucci's Last Tango In 
Paris (Rykodisc), which has been deleted 
for years. It’s one of the best of all jazz 
soundtracks, and the combination of the 
Argentinian saxophonist's sand-blasted 
tone with the swirling strings of the or- 
chestra and those deceptively cheery 
squeeze-boxes remains compelling lis- 
tening. T.nsh, romantic tangos are mhwl 
with Latin jazz solos wherein Bartneri’s 
keening wafl sounds more than ever like 
a small mammal suffering extremes of 
pain. The soundtrack album was a re- 
recording of the original score as used in 
the film, but the reissue also includes The 
Last Tango In Paris Strife, a series of 28 
musical cues taken from the actual audio- 
track of the film. They’re all very feriefrbut . 
the music is often evehmore mteosetypas- 
sionate than on the original album. 

The soundtrack album for the recent 
Beat Generation movie, The Last Time I 
Committed Suicide (Blue Note), mixes old 
bop tracks by Monk, Mingus, Max Roach, 


Charlie Parker; Dizzy Gillespie and Art 
Blakey together with period songs by Ella 
Fitzgerald and the Andrews Sisters, an 
original score by 'fyier Bates, and a few con- 
tributions from current Blue Note artists. 
The old stuff is reliably good, and Bates’s 
score admirably tries to put a bit of punk- 
ish brio into its retro-bebop modes, but 
apart from a version of Muddy Waters’ 
“Country (Sri” sung by the great Cassan- 
dra Wilson with Javon Jackson, the other 
contributions by Blue Note acts - pianist 
Jacky Terrasson and two tracks by the 
overrated singer Dianne Reeves - are 
hardly essential. Neither are the brief snip- 
pets of dialogue from the soundtrack, an 
irritation increasingly common on film al- 
bums, and one for which Quentin Taran- 
tino can probabfy be blamed. 

The soundtrack album to the American 
independent director John Sayies’s latest 
Ehh,Men'W&h Guns (Rykodisc), is a real : 
find. The film is set in Guatemala and the 
music is aRy Cooder-ish archeological dig 
through the many layers of Latin Ameri- 
can dance-styles (with yet more accor- 
dions), together with an original score by 
Mason During written largely for the 



“Last Tango in Paris’ (MSI), left, and Thelonious Monk, the godfather of jazz soundtracks (William Gottlieb) 


marimba and intended to invoke the spir- 
it of Mayan music. The results are strange, 
but very effective. 

So too is The Professional The Best of 
Laurie Johnson (Redial). Although the eth- 
nic coordinates of the veteran composer's 
21 television and film themes are fixed 
throughout on the Home Counties, the con- 
tents remain - perhaps surprisingly - 
consistently interesting, whether consid- 
ered as anthropology or music. And it has 
to be both really. Original themes for The 
Avengers, oldand new; The Professionals: 
Jason King; This IsYowrLife and a stun- 
ning adaptation of Ravel's Bolero, sound 


better than any recording that features the 
Mike Sammes Singers has a right to. The 
composer gets to stretch out a bit more on 
the companion release. The Musical 
Worlds qfLaurie Johnson (Redial), which 
features three suites written in a classical 
van. but this has to be one for the seriously 
committed, while anyone can enjoy high- 
kicking, Mrs Peel-style, to The Avengers 
Finally although it's more ambient or 
techno than jazz. Suck It And See (Pussy- 
foot) by the various artists of the Pussy- 
foot posse -who include the cult mixer and 
producer Home B - is dedicated to the 
proposition that pom movies are the new 


rock 'n' roIL Dialogue samples from sleazy 
Seventies British pom movies; de- 
constructions of continually climactic 
themes (some of which sound remarkably 
like Laurie Johnson), and the odd at- 
tempt at old bedroom-soul are brieolaged 
with drum -machine beats to create a dis- 
concerting soundtrack for the late-night ac- 
tivities of libidinous clubbers. Like most 
dance compilations, the two CDs go on and 
on, keeping it up long past the point where 
you’d be happy to settle for a cup of cocoa 
and a cuddle, but as a bit of post-coital slap 
and tickle they’re amusing enough. 
They’re also seriously obscene. 
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TOP 10 US SINGLES 

TITLE 6 ARTIST 

1 [ Don’t Want To Miss A Thing 

Aer osmith 

2 


The First Night 

Monica 


Crush 

Jennifer Paige 


My Way 

Usher 


The Boy Is Mine 

Brandy & Monica, 


You're Still The One 

Shania Twain 

Adia 

c^rah McLachlan 
Daydreamin' 

Tatvana. - 


9 Never Ever 

All Saints _ 


10 When The Lights Go Out 

Five 
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Auntie gets down on the dancefloor 

The BBC fully embraces dance music as the new rock ‘n’ roll (at last). By Jennifer Rodger 


TO ANY regular dubbec the Radio One 
Essential Mix at the Brighton Confer- 
ence Rooms presented a familiar 
scene: mind-bending visuals, tanned 
clubbers, glam girls with their knick- 
ers exposed and big name DJs spin- 
ning the tunes. But hang on a minute 
- good old Auntie presiding over what 
amounted to a rave? The recent tabloid 
outrage over Radio One’s coverage of 
some of Ibiza's wilder dub nights is a 
bit of a red herring too- the real ques- 
tion is: “What’s dance music done to 
pop music?” 

It’s only been a few years since the 
BBC extended their definition of “pop- 
ular music” beyond the Ekes of Sonia 
and Jason Donovan. Under the much- 
criticised revolution instigated by for- 
mer Radio One Controller Matthew 
Bannister, the station has increased its 
dance music coverage from just a few 
hours a week in the early Nineties to 
a staggering 34 hours today. Despite 
plummeting listening figures, the sta- 
tion ought still to be considered the de 
facto arbiter of what constitutes pop 
music. Up until about 1992, Radio One 


more or less ignored the dance music 
scene that had not only filled fields and 
warehouses across the country but also 
tabloid front pages. 

That the Beeb fora long time chose 
not to acknowledge the biggest un- 
derground music development since 
punk was everyone’s loss. After aD, the 

last 10 years have proved that dance 
music has the traits of virtually every 
previous youth cult the anti-authori- 
tarianism of early rock to* roll; the ide- 
alism of flower power; the hedonism of 
rock and the DIY ethic of punk. Ac- 
cording to the station’s music policy in 
the late Eighties and early Nineties, 
however the only specialist listening be- 
yond the rump of sugary pop was a 
smattering of soul, a dollop of heavy 
metal, the odd bit of reggae and John 
Peel sifting over the leftovers. 

In one respect at least, the hubbub 
over Radio One's presence in Ibiza 
illustrates that dance music has 
usurped, for the time being at least, the 
hedonism with which pop groups were 
traditionally associated - the tabloids 
have fallen on sala cious accounts of 


libidinous goings-on in the Balearics 
andSky is even screening an Ibiza Spe- 
cial focusing on Radio One’s jaunt on 
the party island. 

Back in the slightly less glamourous 
surroundings of Brighton last weekend, 
Auntie appeared to have done its 
homework with a faultless line-up of DJ 
talent on offer Danny Rampling, Judge 
Jules, Grooverider andLTJ Bukem. In 
terms of a live pop gig, though, it 
looked more like a lager-strewn Eight- 
ies’ disco m a venue winch usually {days 
host to sales conferences and gradua- 
tion ceremonies. Even on the terms in 
which clubbers have mythologised the 
genesis of the dance scene, it was hard- 
ly an alcohol-free carnival in a disused 
warehouse. Not a temporary au- 
tonomous zone in sight, in foot 

The evening's eclectic line-up pro- 
vided other clues as to how pop is hy- 
ing to absorb the assault of the 
multi-million pound dance music in- 
dustry. Alongside crowd pulling DJs 
were up-and-coming live bands. Ybur 
mum would recognise Monkey Mafia 
and the Lo-FIdefity Allstars as pop 


groups but they, like other smaller acts 
here tonight, owe their existence large- 
ly to dance music. The DJs took top 
billing however, and it's a measure of 
their power that Pete Tong and Judge 
Jules (who along with other Radio 
one DJs made his name at the dance- 
oriented Kiss FM> are allowed to 
choose tbeirplay list for their Radio One 
shows - a privilege indeed in the strict- 
ly regulated studios of BBC Radio. 

Star DJs have been increasingly 
common in what was once a collective 
scene priding itself on anonymity and 
last Saturday’s DJs literally found 
themselves on pedestals. However; 
various attempts to recreate the ex- 
citement of a proper live gig - in par- 
ticular; the organisers tried to rouse the 
audience with a placard announcing hit 
tunes on the decks - fell flat 

A less than successful synthesis, 
thea Perhaps the Beeb will never fully 
be able to appropriate what remains 
a thriving underground phenomenon. 
Until then, Mohamed. it seems, will 
continue to demand the presence of 
the mountain. 


Music to stare into the distance to 


EVEN IF the songs weren't as great as 
they are, Mojave 3 would still deserve 
a lengthy ovation for contrariness 
above and beyond the call of duty. 

The band’s vocalists, Neil Halstead 
and Rachel Goswell. spent their for- 
mative years in Slowdive, making 
records which consisted largely of 
feedback and mumbling about douds. 
Strange though it new seems, Slowdive 
personified an entire era in indie rock 
- the grim, pre-BritPop early Nineties. 
They were toe depressing apotheosis 
of the we-just-<to-fl^)iM«irselves-rraI]y- 
and-if-anyoce-else-likes-it-ifs-a-bouus 
ethic, where doing anything so show- 
manlike as actually peering through 
your fringe at the audience every 
seventh song was regarded as a bit you 
know, flash. 

Mojave 3, Halstead and GosweU’s 
new incarnation, have rarely been in 
danger of attracting comparisons to 


Pop 

MOJAVE 3 

BORDERLINE. LONDON 

Van Haled, but they no longer look 
faintly embarrassed about being on 
stage. There again, there’s no reason 
why they should. They’re about to 
release their second fine album - the 
inaccurately titled Out cfTtme - in two 
attempts, and the venue is absurdly ML 
This doubtless looks encouraging 
from the stage, but it’s not much fun 
a few rows bade. The Borderline is dfcgr 
as Saras hot, crowded, airless, smoke- 
filled basements go, but it is entirety 
unsuitable for Mojave 3 and their 
gently rocking country laments. 

Halstead’s fine songs are reflective, 
contemplative, the land of thing you 
listen to in those bleak, lost, staring. 


mto-toe-middle-distance early hours 
when, say, AC/DCs Back rn Block just 
isn't going to do the trick. 

lire, they would be best appreciated 
somewhere where you can sit down, 
and not have to struggle to bear over 
the incessant yammerings of the rest 
of the audience, who seem to be hav- 
ing just as much trouble keeping their 
attention focused on the stage. 

There are five of Mojave X includ- 
ing former Chapterhouse guitarist 
Simon Rowe, and they are joined for 
some of tonight’s nine-song set by BJ 
Cole, the pedal steel player who has 
recently been appearing with The 
Verve. (An incestuous camaraderie 
appears to be developing among 
musicians who can recall the days 
before Oasis walked the earth - 
Hals tea d also plays guitar in Bernard 
Butler’s band.) With one exception 
(“This Road Tm Travelling"), all the 


songs they play are from the forth- 
coming album, which suggests a cer- 
tain confidence, and fair enough, too. 

While no meaningful stylistic leap 
has taken place since the debut - the 
oft-cited comparisons to Nick Drake, 
Cowboy Junkies and Gram Parsons 
remain valid -Halstead sounds more 
comfortable than previously. 

In parts, particularly on the finale, 
the glorious “Baby’s Coining Home”, 
he even looks it - and, suddenly so do 
the rest of them. 

If Mojave 3 can start to find it in 
themselves to throw themselves into 
their performances like this a little 
mare, they may be able to carry venues 
like this. Until then, they will remain 
an oddity, albeit a treasurable one - a 
country band whose natural setting is 
the studio. 

Andrew Mueller 


Lyric Sheets 

Martin Newell 



Mike Oldfield launches 'Tubular 
BeUs 3’ at Horse Guards Parade 
tonight. The latest instalment of his 
instrumental opus is released this 
month, and features a dance beat 
and techno bassline underpinning 
the more familiar tubular bells. 


Tubular Bells Revisited 

Tubular BeUs 
In Horse Guards Parade 
Across St James’s Park 
The sound drifts over Downing SL 
In damp autumnal dark 
Reverberates in Admiralty 
Across the roofs to Treasury 
As somewhere in the M.OJD. 

A middle-aged derk 
Remembering the record 
Pauses for a second 

Tubular Beds? 

In Horse Guards Parade? 

When he was in his prime 
The only sounds in Whitehall 
Were cars and Big Ben’s chime 
And if it all seems strange somehow 
When summer's gone you must allow 
That it gets fate much earlier now 
Good Lord, is that the time? 

The piece went on forever 
In those days it was clever 

Tubular Bells 
In Horse Guards Parade 
An added beat with techno bass 
The scoundrel's last resort 
But in September’s clammy fist 
Reminds one of The Exorcist 
Bbrghre me. That’s your train you’ve 
missed 

No acid - mine’s a port 
It’s churlish to decry it 
My son may go and buy it 
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Deutsche Grammophon and a chic hi-fi firm are pushing out the boat. By Robert Cowan 


Modem tempos 


Now it’s bang up to date 


THE FASHIONABLE marriage of 
lifestyle and classical music was 
newly consummated in Edinburgh 
on Sunday when, at Leith Harbour 
on board the lavishly attired liner 
Seaboum Pride, Deutsche Gram- 
mophon consolidated a “corporate 
partnership” with Seaboum Cruise 
line, and the Danish audio-visual 
company Bang & Olufsen. 

The partnership will yield a 
“themed cruise” in the spring of 1999 
(where DG will host some of their 
most prestigious artists), and a spe- 
cially prepared six-CD set for sale 
in B&O's retail outlets. 

Another CD initiative centres on 
The Art qf Seduction, a lavishly 
presented single-disc package 
which, like the multi-disc set, “will 
be presented to the public with the 
latest Bang & Olufsen technology”, 
the “latest” being B&O's minimalist 
BeoSound 9000 CD Player. What a 
pityDG’s pioneer of the iechno-das- 
sical revolution, the late Herbert von 
Karajan, wasn't around to see it 

If there is any truth to the rumour 
that classical music sits more com- 
fortably among the affluent classes, 
then B&O UK's marketing manag- 
er; Graeme Taylor; will have his 
work cut out “We need to expire the 
myriad possibilities that are open to 
us,” he told me. fresh from attend- 
ing a promotional mini-concert 
where the violinist Augustin Dumay 
raced headlong into a Brahms 
sonata. “We’re thinking in terms of 
product placement within theatres 
or concert halls, so concert-goers 
can explore B&O." 

Deutsche Gramm oph on’s presi- 
dent, Karsten Witt, spoke of his 
company as being espewialty'iufrire 
orientated”, and he prides himself 
onttie“beaiitifol(Dpa(Aaging"that 
finds a rou gh parallel in B&O’s 
sled, decidedly futuristic designs. 
Both product ranges are tradition- 
ally highly priced, but will the prin- 
ciple erf selling premium-price CDs 



Jian Wang, above left, performs on the liner. Violinist Augustin Dumay, above right, is involved in promoting the partnership 


in a hi-fi shop anger local CD re- 
tailers who are hying to shift the 
same titles? “We have to face a dif- 
ferentiating of the market-place,” 
replies Witt, somewhat guardedly. 

Competitive trading is rarely a 
comfortable subject for discussion, 
least of all for the man in charge. 
“Maybe things were easier when you 
had just the one record shop in 
town.” he adds. “I mean by that 
‘your’ shop, a place where you could 
listen, get advice, and so on. But 
times have changed; nowadays 


people buy their records at very dif- 
ferent kinds of places. 

Witt fancies the idea of selling 
(fiscs in a “boutique-s^le” shopping 
environment Plainly, the gentle- 
man’s not for dumbing down. But is 
this just another ploy to help prop 
up a tottering market? And is it really 
the way forward? 

Lis tening among ns in the shi p ’s 

lounge were patrons of the current 
cruise, mostly elderly and prone to 
doze. And yet, one performance in 
particular held their attention. Cel- 


list Jian Wang told iis of abBcd Chin- 
ese street musician who learned of 
reflected moonlight from his mother; 
then wrote a song about it Wang 
played us the song unaccompanied, 
and everyone sat spellbound. 

You see, that's how the big-time 
hits work. Directness. Simplicity. 
Sincerity, H uman interest (think of 
Goreckf s girl in a Gestapo cell, 
Rryars’s homeless singer; HeKgotfs 
half-cock antics and Kennedy's punk 
protests). The rest is, with due re- 
spect to Seaboum, plain sailing. 



Raymond Monelle reviews the best and 
the worst from the Edinburgh Festival 


IN A world of cheapjack trivia, the 
muse of Pierre Boulez seans like an 
island of purity. This kind of Mod- 
ernism is never a portrayal of any- 
thing, never merely picturesque or 
pretty. Occasionally in the monu- 
mental PH sefon pli, performed by 
the vibrant soprano Valdine Ander- 
son with the BBC Scottish Sympho- 
ny Orchestra, you hear familiar 
sounds such as the damour of a bel- 
fry or the rippling of water But this 

mrnif* is always a doing before it is 
a picturing, a working out of possi- 
bilities in a rational musical world. 
The conductor; Martyn Brabbins, 
gave a practical, no-nonsense 
account of the piece, his excellent 
rmi^ri^ns mastering the difficul- 
ties with a great deal of sang-froid. 
It was an inspiring achievement 

Even if autSences were zxrf always 
large, it was good that this weekend 
of modern music took place in the 
Edmburgh FtestivaTs main venue, the 
Usher Wall. The previous evening 
Boulez himself had directed a con- 
cot of progressive music from the 
whole span of the 20th century his 
own Ensemble Intercontemporam 
flashing and sparkling in the virile, 
forthright Integrates cA^rfese, witty 
and wry in the gurgling Chamber 
Concerto of Ligeti. Laura ABtin was 
tiie seraphic soloist in Stravinsky’s 
Japanese lyrics. 

In the final concert of the group, 
Alain Damiens mooched around the 
stage as soloist in Elliott Carter’s 
Clarinet Concerto, and David 
Robertson directed the ensemble in 
two world pramiCres. Boulez’s Sur 
incises is an expansion for diamber 
group of his own Incises for piano; 
the cascading virtuosity survives in 
this new work, in which three pianists 
aixltiiree harps, with an array of per- 
cussion, maintain rhythm through a 
network of enormous complexity. 

The other new work, Philippe 
Manoury’s Fragments pour un por- 
trait, seemed to summarise the his- 
tory of Modernism as well as 
pointing to a postmodern fiiture. The 


primitive atmospheres of Stravinsky 
led to traces of dance and ritual and 
to grinding, swirling and veaing tex- 
tures that were strongly visual 
The Festival Chorus, stung by the 
bad reviews they received for earli- 
er concerts, pulled out all the stops 
in Brahms's Deutsches Requiem. 
The Finnish Radio Symphony Or- 
chestra did not impress; the strings 
were anaemic and there were 
mishaps in the wind. However, 
-T iikfcfl -Fekka Saras te proved to be 
the right conductor for the job. He 
began in a broad tempo, heavy with 
s adne s s , but soon his explosive and 
ferocious rhythms brought out the 
mighty power of the chorus, and he 
pressed them mercilessly fo greater 
and greater outbursts. 

Bryn Terfel having withdrawn 
from his earlier Festival commit- 
ments, was at last present for this 
concert His terrific rhetoric was wor- 
thy of a Wagnerian god, and was bal- 
anced by the more serious, detached 
soprano of Karita Mattila. 

In earlier concerts, the Orchestra 
of the Eighteenth Century present- 
ed a sorry spectacle. Bands of “au- 
thentic” instruments can sound 
sparky and flavoursome, but the 
ditch water has not been invented 
that is as dull as this outfit 

Best was the rather inconse- 
quential ballet music from Rameau's 
Nois; Beethoven's Eroica Sympho- 
ny fell flat, and in a soporific evening 
of Mendelssohn only Thomas Ze- 
hetmair’s alfresco account of the Vi- 
olin Concerto had any life, thoug) the 
conductor Frans Brilggen, gave all 
the wrong tempos. His attempts to 
sabotage the Italian Symphony were, 
unfortunately, successful 

A performance of Wolf ’s Spanis- 
ches Liederbuch by the instinctive, 
charming Amanda Roocroft and 
the jovial Olaf Bar could have been 
one of the Festival’s glowing pearls. 
It was vitiated by a wrong choice of 
venue; with a tiny audience in the 
Usher Hall the voices faded into the 
vast empty space, all intimacy lost 






TEL: 0171 293 2222 


NEW SEASONS 


RAX: 0171 293 2505 


Concerts 


Concerts 


Join the Orchestra For Evenings Of Beethoven • Elgar • Gershwin • Poulenc • Stravinsky 



SATURDAY 


Me! Bush 

presents 





DAVID ESSEX 

H F. R L W E ARE ALL TOGETHER 

o ON TOUR 


Date Venae Box Office 

30-Sep DUNSTABLE Queensway Han 01582 603326 

02- Od GRANTHAM Leisure Centre 01476 581933 

03- to NEWCASTLE City Hall 0191 2B1 2606 

04- Oct EDINBURGH Queens Hall 0131 668 2019 

05- Oct GLASGOW Royal Concert Hall 0141 227 5511 

07- Oct SOUTHPORT Theatre 01704540404 

08- Oct GRIMSBV Audftariutn 01472311311 

09- 0d PETERBOROUGH Cresset 01733 265705 

11 - Oct BOURNBAOllTH International Centre 01202 456456 

12- 0ct WORTHING Assembly Hate . . , '01803820500 

13- Oct HASTINGS White Rock ' ? Ot«t 781000 

14- 0ct TUNBRIDGE WEIS Assembly Kafe $1892 530613 

16- Qct PLYMOUTH Pawftons ! " 0t752229922 

17- Oct BRISTOL Cofsttm Half 01179223682 

18 - 0 d BIRMINGHAM Symphony Hall -. #212123333 

19- Gct DERBY Assembly Rooms 01332255800 

20- 0ct NORTHAMPTON Derogate • < *1604 624811 

21 - Oct NORTHAMPTON Dermae 01604624311 

22- 00. HATFIELD The Romm 01707271217 

24- 00 BRENTWOOD LeiSUfE Centre 01277262616 

25- Od IPSWICH Regent Theatre 01473281480 

26- 0ct NORWICH Theatre Royal 61603630000 

27- 0ct NORWICH Theatre Royal . . .01603 630000 

2WW LONDWRmALflBifrSiLi i 07715893212 

30- 0ct BASINGSTOKE Anvil 01256844244 

31 - Oct BASINGSTOKE Anvil 01256 844244 

01- Nov CARDIFF St. DavkTs Hah 01222 878444 

02- tiov SWANSEA Grand Theatre 01792 475715 

G3-NW ABEHYSJWYIW Arts Centre 01970 S23Z32 

04-Nov LLANDUDNO North Wales Theatre 01492 872000 

06- Nov SHBT1ELD City Hall 01142789789 

07- Nov PRESTON Guild HaH 01772 25B858 

08- Nov HALIFAX Victoria Theatre 01422 351158 

09- Nqv LEICESTER DeMcrtftW Half 0116 233 3111 


NEW ALBUM 

“HERE WE AREALLTO0ETHEH” 
RELE^EDOGT. 5TH 
New single Oil Suburbia released Qctf. 5tii 


Rachmaninov & Scriabin symphonies 
S hostakovich & Prokofiev concertos 

For a free copy of the Saturday Series 
Brochure piease contact: 

Tel: 0161-244 4001 Fax: 0161-244 4211 
Emsi!: amanda. dorr@bbc.co.uk 


Publishers 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 
ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 
Fktton, non&tion, Uogrsptrr, 
iBMgkxa, po&y chd&on. 
AUTHORS WORLDWIDE VMTED 
WRITE OR SO® YOUR 
MANUSCRIPT TO: 

MINERVA PRESS 

2 Old Brampton Rd, 
LONDON 8W7 200 
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LIVE IN COLOGNE 

Saturday 17 th October 1998 

Dtprt Hanky 15* Onto* Snaky lMiOckterVe 



Tour Package fully inclusive of 

♦ Laxmy Air Condhioiied CaachTzsvel 

♦ 3 nig^ua at die 4 Star Bamada Bocel m 

Cologne on a bed &. buffet breakfast tens 

♦ Tlctet to use Laciaao Psvazotzl Level 
in Conceit 

♦ Half day City tear of Cologne 

♦ Full day scenic tour of the Rhine end 
Moselle Vsllry inckiding idmcnoM. 

♦ Free load Pick op* in England & Wales 
organised fry 

Tour Promotions 

A KVBKW OF SPORT TOUR UD 
287 ECCLESMX ROAD 5HETBELD, Si ( fiHX 



Thtatre 


ENGLtSHTOURINGTHEATRE 

ANNIVERSARY 
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List: Darts Sonata 

I? 1 ?. 


Shakespeare's 


Globe Theatre 


1998 Season 
Until 20 September 
BO 0171 401 9919/ 
0171 316 4703 (24hrs) 
The Honest Whore 
A Mad TSbridMf Masters 
As foa Like It 
The Mercfiant of Vfenke 



Circuses 


To advertise in the Entertainment section 
please call james Knott now on OI7f 293 
2028 or David Cutting on 0171 293 2330. 


4th , 5th, 6th September 

Jaing Xiao Chun’s 

CHINESE 
STAGE 

e meus 

£10/ £5 (children) 

£22 (famBy ticket) 

7.30 pm - Fri/Sat 4pm -Sun 

HACKNEY EMPIRE 
Box Office: 0181 985 2424 



SHREW 


William Shak«jpear* 

5 -10 Oct CREWE 

0" 27-0 537323 

13- 17 Oct OXFORD 

01865 758500 

20 - 23 Oct POOLE 

01202 685222 

27 - 31 Oct RICHMOND 

a/181 940 0038 

3 - 7 Nov MALVERN 

G'T 68 •i 568277 

10 -14 Nov BUXTON 

6129$; 721 30 

17 -21 Nov CAMBRIDGE 
. 07228. 50333 3 : 

1-5 Dec DARTFORD 


A a»wa ThoaBB* ftoduction 
In aasoeWon «Cft Uiw Them 
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World Pretrtfira byAlanPluer 
A comedy of two halves... 
starring Roy Maraden 

24 Sep - 17 Oct 


Cl », 


Wr«af. by Anthony 
20-24 


KWOR & 
RANGE.v^ 



A8ha«ahlTh* 


iftotMion 


Twelfth 

Night 

by William Shakespeare f - 
directed by Mchael Grandags , 


Pnx&eaon tporeonsd tn 


bOUTH 

Pacific 



Dv.. Rodgers & 
Hammorstein 
_stamtic^aniG Dee 


12 Nov - 5 Dec 


CRUCIBLE 


s'nenieldtheatres 

0114 276 9922 



Exhibitions 


The London International 
Exhibition of Early Music 


FridayTth Sept 
1 lhOam - BjQOptn 


Saturday 5th Scpr 
TOtJOww-ROOpm 


tenwifffl UMXK»Musr Shdr •RawtH 
wtoaw CnuPMir, >M«nfuts & low So *u» 

CamKAMuamBrens 


Palladian Enscmbif 


Sunday S>h Sept 
TflOQain - SJQpm 


Dan Lcurin 5 ;-- y r - 


Fridcswide ConsorT ; 3 ; 


London Harp Competition Fina 




COnSO,t Pood - tendon SW7. 
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The 


music outlives the murder 


AS EMMA Thompson is bursting to 
tell us, she s making a film about the 
Chilean srager-songwritei; Victor 
Jara: hence the concert she’s shoot- 
mg at the Festival Hafl on Sunday. 

Butnow is the time to praise Victor 
Jara, for it's 25 years to the month 


- . cm now ui 

tore during which his han^ ^ 

wrists were methodically smashed. 

His weapon was the guitar: sfleno- 
l^him, and banning his records 
after his death, was part of the fas- 
cist regime’s sacred mission. 

This week sees the release of a 
Jara compilation called Manifesto 
(ESMCD 6657), plus the re-publi- 
cation of his widow Joan Jara’s bi- 
ography; Victory: An Unfinished 
Song, which she has brought up-to- 
date (Bloomsbury £7.99). And if you 

read her harrowing tale - ideally in 

conjunction with the four- CD box 
Victor Jara Complete (Plane 88747) 

— von nunrhaom tA ■» 1 l 
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bis generation, and why Pinochet 
was so desperate to liquidate him 
Jara was bom poor and stayed 
poor, every ounce of his energy 
went into Ids campaign to improve 
the lot of Chile’s peasantry. He was 
a Communist in the idealistic, Latin 
American sense of the word: a man 
of action, not ideology, who was al- 
ways ready to roil i^> his sleeves and 
labourwith the people be loved. And 

ahnit mhiuii 4-1 


are as much a social chronicle as an 
autobiography. A chance enco unter 
was enough to set him off - a weaver 
he met by a lake, a ski child dumped 
at the door of the college where he 
taught - and the lyrics are lovely 
poems in their own right Moreover; 
he knewhow to find the universal in 
the intimate. One ofhis most famous 
songs - “Tie recuerdo, Amanda” - 
contained, says Joan Jara, “both his 
mother's smile and the promise of 
his daughter’s youth”. 

The limp label “protest-singer” 
undersells him grossly, but it accu- 
rately describes the song he wrote 
on hearing of the massacred squat- 
ters in Puerto Month he named 
names, and pointed the finger And 
as the bourgeoisie mobilised to 
crush ABende. so the Chilean Song 
Movement of which he was leader 
became inexorably politicised. One 
of his most haunting works, inspired 
by the murder of a friend in a peace- 


Michael 

Church 

Jara was a man of action 
who rolled up his sleeves 
to labour with the people 
he laved and sang about 

ful demonstration, was an oblique 
prophecy of his own death, though 
the way that came - the soldiers 
hated him as the Spanish fascists 
had hated Lorca - was infinitely 
more terrible. The last track of Vic- 
tor Jara: Manifesto is a reading of 
his final poem, scribbled an apiece 
of paper and smuggled out of the 
sports stadium where his body was 
broken. “What I see, I have never 
seen....” Listen to these words, 
then listen to his warm and vibrant 
voice in happier days. 

As 1 found on a recent research 
trip to Chile, the battle Jara fought 
is far from won. Musicians told me 
of their residual fear of the army 
which still looms Kim a ghostly 
threat after eight years of quasi- 
democracy Opera is thriving, thanks 
to Pinochet's Insistence that Chile 
should compete in the international 
league, but other forms of music are 
desperately marginalised. A whole 
generation of writers, film-makers, 
and musicians were forced into 
exile after 1973: for two decades cul- 
ture came to a halt “Wfe have been 
effectively lobotomised,” said one. 
“Our task is to recover our com- 
munal memory.” 


NOW TO pianistic emits, which are 
hotting up for the autumn. Those 
within striking distance of Black- 
heath Concert Halls this weekend 
have the chance to sample a unique 
festival in which, every aspect of the 
piano is being explored. Meanwhile, 
Glasgow prepares to host the new 


and thriving Scottish International 
Piano Competition (Sept 10-19). And 
on 17 September; the most remark- 
able documentary ever made about 
a pianist -jRicfcter; TheEnigmn - is 
being screened at the Barbican, 
Whereon hangs a tale. This film 
may be long and serious, but that 
hasn’t stepped it winning prizes, nor 
has it deterred European TV net- 
works from buying the right to show 
it But- the British networks have 
turned it contemptuously down: par 
for the course, given the phiKwtww* 
dimwits who currently rule the tete- 
visual roost So it’s nice to be able 
to report that its now available as 
a Warner video. ' 

For piano fans with a longer 
prase - and longer shelves - next 
week sees the launch of something 
momentous: a 200-CD collection 
from Philips called Great Pianists 
qf the 29th Century. According to 
Philip’s director of repertoire, Tbm 
Deacon: “Wfe realised that at the end 
of the eentuxywe should look at how 
piano playing has changed, and we 
decided to expand the idea beyond 
the Polygram labels.” And so, fra the 
first time eves; the big labels are 
sinking their differences in a joint 
venture. Everybody who is - or was 
- anybody is hero, with the oldest 
being Paderewski and the youngest 
(by a mile} Evgeny Kissixi. The 
translated liner notes leave a lot to 
be desired, but the (fiscs them- 
selves are piano heaven. 


MY SUGGESTION two weeks ago 
that superstar rm m fgn - temw An- 
dreas Scholl, had been hired to 
Deoca from Harmonia Mundi by 
filthy lucre has been greeted with 
outrage by Ms agent and reconfing 
manager OK, OK ignoble insinua- 
tion, take it all back etc etc. But now 
X hear something even more de- 
plorable. It seems the boy is not 
merely going to do crossover stuff, 
but wifi record at least one aifaim 
which is firmly on the other side of 
the divide. Let’s rock with Scholl! 

This is madness. He may be, as 
we discovered at Gayndeborane this 
summer, the most perfect singer of 
his breed, bathe’s still a cnehit won- 
den Prudence should have dictated 
a consofidatian period of at least two 
years, before he stakes an on what 
Decca sweetly terms “an exciting, 
long-range recording plan”. 



‘What I see’: the Chilean singer-songwriter Victor Jara, whose words and music so threatened Pinochet 
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as our folk music 


On the Air 


The week on RADro Reviewed by Robert Maycock 


IMAGINE: A caravan rolls up in 
the town square and opens to 
disgorge a little concert 
platform. Out come an amplifier; 
a pair of loudspeakers and a 
grand piano. Soon a Prokofiev 
p erform ance is in fall swing - 
the locals look a touch 
nonplussed as they peer out of 
their windows. 

No dream, this. It was 
happening around the 
Languedoc-Rousfllon region, the 
caravan bore the name of Radio 
France, and the Arte television 
channel carried a report about it. 
We r»iaim in Britain to be serious 
about “audience development". 
Could you see the same thing 


happening here? Either the 
project would be scuppered by 
hawkish purists who thought 
amplification destroyed the 
integrity of the music, or the 
townsfolk would be so patronised 
they’d leave the windows shut 
In another holiday encounter, 
a radio report investigated the 
new concert hall in Lucerne. 
State-of-the-art btrildmg work 
includes ready-made television 
facilities, so that broadcasters 
don’t have to spend half the day 
settingup the basics. The hall 
has acoustic design by Russell 
Johnson, as in Birmingham's 
Symphony Hall - at least that’s 
something we’ve got right 


Who paid? The city voted to 
provide half the cost and now it 
gives free public transport to 
ticket-holders. This report was 
on the BBC World Service, so 
there is no excuse far ignorance. 
EUtore UKdty mayors, please 
note. Which way the vote would 
go, of course, is another matter. 

If we really were developing 
audiences, instead of planning to 
throw money into cheaper seats 
far people who already go, there 
might be grounds for hope. But a 
lot of us hke sharing privileges. 
Look at the rubbishing Ken 
Russell got for maMng popular 
films about classical composers. 
There he was again on Bank - 



Ken Russell Geraint Lewis 


Holiday Monday safely hidden 
away in a late-night Channel 4 
slot in case anybody got ideas. 
They would have, too. Ken 


Russell m Search of the English 
Poilk Song was one of his quirky 
classics. If you survived the 
opening dream sequence, and 
Percy Grainger’s orchestral 
version of “Brigg Fair”, you will 
have decided that the mix 
inducted a dose of self-mockery. 

Setting out like a collector of 
the early 20th century, he found 
a guitar baud in bis local 
Hampshire pub that writes its 
own songs. The leader’s father a 
devotee of Native Americans, is 
even more prolific and composes 
anti-redneck numbers, eg “Ybn 
Draft Have to Join the Ku Hux 
Klan to be a Wizard Under the 
Sheets”. “Haven’t got anything a 


bit more English around here, 
have you?” asked Russell 

But that was the point On 
went the trail, to Bob Appleyard 
of Lymingtcu who sang 
poetically about the Pawley oil 
refinery, to the derelict 
Greenham Common site where 
three veterans recalled their 
anti-missile lyrics, to June Tabor 
delivering a touching tale of a 
heroic pigeon-racer, to veterans 
Fairport Convention and Osibisa, 
to the creative Waterson/Carthy 
family; to Donovan still droning 
on about Nirvana, and to the 
dynamic Edward n fusing 
reggae with Celtic tunes. 

Russell's foibles faded away. 


He slipped in his conclusions so 
deftly that you might have 
missed them, and left Ashley 
Hutchings of the Albion Band to 
say that the old function of folk 
song died before the television 
age. And now? “We English have 
always plundered other people’s 
cultures,” Russell summed up. 
“Maybe there’s no such thing as 
an authentic English folk song.” 

But yon didn’t need to catch 
him saying so; the whole 
programme showed the land 
hearing with sincere, strong and 
sparky music in all sorts of 
guises. The spirit is alive and 
well - the substance has just 
grown a bit 


Rostrum star rises 



IT MAY be that some audience 
members at Wednesday 
Night’s Prom expected Anton 
Webern’s early tone poem Im 
Sommenoind to share a cer- 
tain miniaturist austenty with 
the composer’s mature serial 
works. What we in fact heard 
was a delicate variation on 
German late Romanticism, ini- 
tially characteristic in its ex- 
quisite nuanring, then livening 
up for what sounded hkea 
snippet from an Ealing comedy 
soundtrack. . . _ 

! An unexpected juxtapos- 
ition, though the conductor, 
Manfred Honeck, invested his 
performance with so much 


dynamic shading and pura^u 

activity thatymicouldharre^ 
tenedadozen times and stifinot 
exhausted the score's secrets. 

Here, at last, is a 
ductor truly to be reckoned 
with, a formidable rostrum 
presence who shape s 

phrases mftauiftoriWgi 


uk aunts* pa*'*'- 

(a clarinet solo near thee* 



well have been off-stage', 
shoulders huge efimajeeswrfa 
confidence. You could s^ 


PROMS 

BRENDEL/HONECK: 

WEBERN. BEETHOVEN. 

PROKOFIEV 

Honecris innate sense of 
timing was equally in evidence 
for at least part of Prokofiev’s 
Fifth Symphony. The first 
movement was at its most im- 
pressive far the animated de- 
velopment section, though 
elsewhere the orchestra’s lack 
of tonal weight - especially 
among the strings - proved 
something of a stumbfiug Mock. 

The cheeky second move- 
ment emerged as pert, articu- 
late and witty (no string 
problems here), its quacking 
braes trio accelerating slowly 
fora riotous coda. In the Ada- 
gio, you could visibly follow 
Honeck’s good intentions, but 
again, the orchestra’s pooled 
sonority fell somewhere short 
of the ideaL The finale, on the 

other hand, found the entire 
band giving their aH If Honeck 
could achieve these results for 
one concert, imagine what he 


rme nrsi qu&» I***, » - 
pretative stealth - 
precisely when and where to 
land the subtlest beat 


~ . — , ... ; 

with so many conductorships 
currently up for grate world- 
wide, he deserves to be given 

a break. And so do wa 

\Kfebem and Prokofiev 
flanked a performance of 


Beethoven’s Fburth Piano Con- 
certo, with Alfred Brendel as 
soloist; supple and contained 
for most of its course, though 
with a striking statement of the 

hig grpr anri mnrp hflrm nnieaHy 

adventurous of Beethoven’s 
first-movement cadensas 

After a typically well judged 
opening solo, Honeck drew 
salient woodwind fines from 
fly* main tnHi, fiien kap t folly nn 
the alert throughout a notably 
perceptive first movement Tter- 
raced dynamics were in evi- 
dence virtually everywhere 
and, this time, the BBC strings 
surpassed themselves. The 
second movement’s stern 
opening was properly con 
moto, terse and emphatic, so 
that Brendel’s humble re- 
sponse was all the more 
affecting. 

Only the finale seemed a 
little short on sparkle, but that 
may have been due to a mis- 
match betweei Honects dear- 
cut dynamism and BrendePs 
relative restraint. Whatever 
the ultimate verdict, I have a 
suspicion that, in years to 
come, when connoisseurs swap 
notes about BrendePs perform- 
ances of Beethoven concertos, 
a knowing handful win dte the 
collaboration with Honeck as 
something rather special. 

Robert Cowan 


Deutsche girl 


ITS EASY to deride classical 
music's obsession with an- 
niversaries: “Who died 100 
years ago? OK, let's {day their 
music.” Yet anniversaries can 
also cast new light on music 
we think we know; and illumi- 
nate music we don’t know at alL 
Banns Eisler was bom in 1898, 
and his life embraced many of 
the contradictory possibilities 
facing the 20th-century com- 
poser seriaBsm, populism and 
communism; Weimar Ger- 
many, Hollywood and East 
Germany. 

He studied with Schoenberg, 
collaborated with Brecht, got 
kicked out erf the United States 
for “un-American activities”: if 
not hidden from history, still 
a perfect candidate for a “cen- 
tenary celebration". 

Last Wednesday the Proms 
devoted most of a programme 
to his music, albeit in the late- 
night slot that almost confess- 
es, “Sony, this is a bit 
marginal." Nevertheless the 
turnout was good, perhaps be- 
cause the singer originally ad- 
vertised was Ute Lemper In 
the event, Lemper’s substitute 
was Maria Friedman, a 
different but no less forceful 
personality. 

Conductor Robert Ziegler 
provided the Matrix Ensemble 
with arrangements of some of 


PROMS 

MARIA FRIEDMAN 

BRECHT SETTINGS BY 
EISLER AND WEILL 

EjaleCs Brecht settings, as well 
as of four Weill songs, his in- 
strumentation spicy with ac- 
CttrtfiOnS and baqjo, but tending 
to make Eisler sound like Wall, 
and vice-versa. Or perhaps that 
was Friedman's delivery 
United for clarity). AH texts 
were sungin English, a wise de- 
cision when firstrate transla- 
tions, mostly by John Willett, 
are readily available. Fried- 
man gave them her alL Not for 
her the ironic disfamning that 
Brecht invites. Instead, she 
emoted, the voice gravid with 
vibrato, arms spread to em- 
brace the whole Albert HalL In 
a word, she Sondheim’d. 

Authenticity may be 
chimerical when it comes to 
singing Weill and Eisler, but 
Friedman sacrificed pungent 
tunefulness for the swallowed 
sob, the bellowed hovri that are 
West End style. Still, she sang 
’em fike she meant 'em, and 
that counts for a lot The 
evening’s highlights, though, 
were elsewhere: Ziegler 
opened with Eisler's K leine 
Sntfbnie 0932), full of ideas, 
from the elemental string 


figures that provided the 
work’s foundation, to the eeri- 
ly vocal wa-wa trumpet and 
trombone of the third move- 
ment Hardly less impressive 
was the suite Eisler made 
from his score for Viktor 
Trivas’ 1931 film Niemands- 
land (No Man’s Land), with 
saxes, tuba and banjo bounc- 
ing tones around with merry 
abandon. 

If that had been all, it would 
have convinced us that we 
shwild hear more Ester; but the 
performance ofBUderaus der 
u KneQ$fibeT (“Pictures from 
the War Primer”) was truly 
special. The tests (sung by the 
BBC Singers, Andrew Murga- 
troyd, Stuart MacIntyre and 
Carolyn Rmlkes) were four- 
line epigrams which Brecht 
wrote to accompany war pho- 
tos clipped from picture-mag- 
azines, their bitterness all the 
more emphatic for being un- 
derstated: “Those murky 
forces, woman, that torment 
you/ AH have a face, an address 
and a name.” 

Eisler’s music matched 
them with a sparseness that 
was quite stunning: no exces- 
sive gestui^rx) decorate 
sohitedarity of colour and fine, 
an angry masterpiece sqperbfy 
performed. Eisler's time may 
have come at last 
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Theatre-magic 
pure and simple 1 

hdMMMlM on Sunday 

‘Enchants the eye, 
exercises the mind and 
makes the heart beat faster 1 


September 5 | 10 | 12 
17 J 24 at 7.00pm 

Sung in English 
Tickets Irom £5 

English National Opera 
London Coliseum WC2 

Box Office 
0171 632 8300 
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the FRIDAY REVIEW^* 

Tbe Independent 4 September 1998 


Robert Palache, the lawyer with the wacky reputation, is changing jobs. By Linda Tsang I Tourists seek 

sun and some 
easy money 

Tour operators are facing an increasing 
nu mber of compensation cases - but are 
they really justified? By Robert Verkaik 


And then 
he tipped 

ice over 
his head 


T he trouble is, law is a 
young person’s profes- 
sion - the hours means 
that it can be tough, both 
physically and mentally,” 
admits the forty-year old “showman” 
securitisation lawyer, Robert 
Palache, who is leaving London’s 
largest law firm Clifford Chance - 
and the law - to become an invest- 
ment banker with Japanese invest- 
ment bank Nomura IntemationaL 
However: it is highly unlikely that the 
working culture there will be less 
stressful. He says: *Tm not leaving 
for the easy life - this will be a big, 
big challenge.” 

Apart from a stint with Citibank 
on secondment from Clifford 
Chance, Palache has been with one 
law firm for 16 years, and is 
acknowledged as a securitisation ex- 
pert’s expert His move is unusual 
in that most lawyers who join the 
business world stay lawyers - this 
includes Clifford Chance’s former 
managing partner, Geoffrey Howe , 
who is now in-house counsel at 
Robert Fleming. Palache explains 
that being a lawyer no longer means 
joining as a young boy and leaving 
as a grey old man: “There are more 
moves out of law and also back in, 
which can only be a good thing for 
the profession and for business.” 

But there is probably also an 
element of fortysomething angst in 
Palache's decision. He says the 
offer from the headhunters to switch 
came at the right time. 

His contemporaries and rivals see 
it as a logical move for him as he has 
“gone as Ear as he can or wants to 
go as a lawyer”. He will be crossing 
the divide and will be in a position 
to pick and choose which law firms 
and lawyers Nomura will use. 

Palache says that he has received 
congratulations from a number of 
other law firms, including a former 
colleague at the US firm, Weil Got- 
shal & Manges, but none from 
FVeshfields or AQen & Oveiy- T can 
only assume they are on holiday; And 
in the week when City law firm 


Slaughter and May has been re- 
ported as being the most profitable 
law firm, I also received calls from 
two of its partners congratulating me 
- that was pretty quick off the mark.” 

He wiU not be drawn on the sub- 
ject of the money be will be on at 
Nomura. But the move will mean a 
change both of culture and in the 
numbers of people he will be run- 
ning. At Clifford Chance, he is man- 
aging 360 lawyers, as well as doing 
legal work, but at Nomura, where be 
will be a director and joint head of 
securitisations in the Principal 
Finance Group, he will head a group 
of 10. But as one current colleague 
comments: “He is leaving one big 
group of big fee earners to head a 
group of even bigger fee earners." 

Palache’s life has had its own 
share of challenges. His ancestors 
emigrated to England in the late 19th 
century, and he is the product of a 
Dutch Jewish fattier and an Easton 
European mother. He was the first 
in his family to go to university and 
studied law at Magdalene College, 
Cambridge, before applying to a 
number of law firms in the City. 

He remembers his first interview, 
where he sat on a stool at one end 
of the room, while “the first question 
which the three elderly gentlemen 
in large armchairs asked was ’what 
does your father do?'.” 

As Palache recalls, his father 
had just started driving a minicab be- 
cause his restaurant had gone bust, 
so he just mumbled, guessing that 
this information was probably un- 
likely to impress the panel, or get 
him a job offer from the firm. 

His next interview was at Coward 
Chance (which later merged with 
Clifford Turner to become Clifford 
Chance) where one of the inter- 
viewing panel was the partner who 
is now senior partner; Keith Clark. 
Palache says that the firm seemed 
much more light-hearted and less 
stuffy, so he cancelled the other 
appointments as soon as he got the 
job offer 

He qualified in 1981, and was 



Showman Robert Palache looks forward to something completely different Neville Elder 


working in the area of finance where 
not just companies, but countries 
such as Rumania and Nigeria, had 
to have their debts reorganised -It 
was a matter of befog in the right 
place at a very lucrative and active 
time for lawyers and other profes- 
sional advisers. Palache became a 
partner in 1988, risfogto managing 
partner of the firm’s finance prac- 
tice in 1995. 

But his steady rise at the firm did 
not prevent the growth of his 
“wacky" reputation. The show- 
manship is tiie legal equivalent of 
pulling a rabbit out of a hat He is 
known for saving deals from disas- 
ter by wandering in at the last 
minute and coming with a solu- 


tion written on the back of an enve- 
lope. Another tale doing the rounds 
is when, with minutes to go to the 
dosing of a multi-million deal, and 
no sign of the money being released, 
Palache poured an ice bucket over 
his head (which certainly stimulat- 
ed the brain cells) scribbled an 
opinion on a fax, and that got the 
money moving immediately. 

And as another former colleague. 
Alien & Overy partner Mark Raines, 
comments: “He is certainly larger 
than life, and if a firm the size and 
depth of Clifford Chance couldn’t 
hold him, no law firm could. When 
lawyers get bored with doing deals, 
they generally go to a bank, and if 
you are going to a hank, then you 


may as well go to one of the highest 
rollers." 

When queried about being some- 
thfog of a showman, Paladie says that 
it comes from developing communi- 
catinn skiffs to hdppeqple understand 
what is befog said, and “make it a bit 
of fun, because it can be incredibly 
dull IFsfoipcrtanttoreniemberthat 
itis only business -it’s not like being 
a nurse or doctor where someone 
m^die-ftis important to treat it with 
a sense of irony” 

Palache win, however; admit that 
he gets the style of showmanship 
from Monty Python -which MU no | 
doubt prove nseftil now that he will 
be doing something completely dif- 
ferent 


THE CRUCIAL question for many 
holidaymakers jetting home is not 
-when can I afford my next vaca- 
tion”, but “how much com p ensation 
will I get for this one?". 

Lawyers advising package tour 
companies say that holiday claims 
are becoming increasingly trivial. 

Lastweek, a British tourist failed to 

I win £3,000 in damages after he fell 
asleep before both legs of his jour- 
ney missing flights to and from 
Ibiza. In another case, a tourist 
took legal action when the air crew 
failed to serve him boiled sweets. 

Leeds solicitor Stephen Mason, 
partner at holiday specialists Mason 
Band in Leeds, and co-author afHoi- 
I iday Late, lays the blame for this es- 
calation in “silly claims” at the door 
of television consumer programmes. 

He says programmes like tbe 
BBC’s Watchdog have “gone com- 
pletely over the top" in haranguing 
good companies and products. His 
comments are backed up by a judge, 
who a fortnight ago flew out to test 
a Malta package holiday which was 
tiie subject of a compensation claim. 
Judge Anthony Cleary said that he 
was “extremely unhappy" with 
Watchdog, which featured a special 
report about the holiday company- 

judge Cleary said that the pro- 
gramme was “one-sided”, and “pro- 
duced untested evidence” in a 
“kangaroo court”. 

Mason Bond, a firm of solicitors, 
recently represented a tour com- 
pany which was being sued by a 
plaintiff who feU off a stage after he 
was hypnotised in a hotel in 
Majorca. Mr Mason explains: “The 
tour operator did not arrange the 
entertainment, nor advertise or pro- 
mote it Thafs an illustration of how 
tour operators are bong asked to 
cany the can for ail manner of 
things that happen on holiday.” 

Tbe Brent County Court judge 
who heard the case in which the 
plaintiff fefl asleep and missed both 
holiday flights said that a holiday 
package was a contract: lithe com- 
pany had a duty to provide an ade- 
quate holiday, then the consumer 
also had a duty to be at the airport 
to catch tiie right plane. 

Peter Stewart, a partner in City 
law firm Field Fisher Waterhouse, 
represented the holiday company 
sued for the non-service of in-flight 
sweets. He argues that consumers 
now have a “much exaggerated 


expectation” of what they can win 
from tour companies. Although the 
company won the “sweet case", 
which was dismissed jay an arbitra- 
tor as “petty and trivial”, the com- 
pany still had to go to the expense 
of defending tbe case. Tiie plaintiff 
had to pay just £40 to issue pro- 
ceedings and then cover his mm 
travelling expenses. 

It has become easier for holi- 
daymakers to sue tour companies. 
The Package Tour Regulations, 
which came into force in 1992, made 
the tour operator in Britain liable for 
the flight, the hotel and anything else 
included in the package. Before 
1992, many potential litigants were 
discouraged from suing a foreign 
tour company or hotel owner; be- 
cause of the expense and trouble in 
bringing a case abroad. 

Lawyers point out that having a 
n umb er of potential com plainants all 
flying on the same aircraft, sleeping 
fo the same buDdfog, and eating the 
same food, creates perfect condi- 
tions for litigation. A single holiday 
failing is often the subject of general 
cmiversation on tiie return flight and 
it doesn't take long for one person 
to introduce the issue of compen- 
sation. Stewart maintains that over 
the past three years complainants 
have become “vociferous”. He says: 
“They are encouraging an aggres- 
sion in the litigation which does not 
help to resolve matters.” 

Nevertheless, there are many 


cause they either fall outside the 
remit of the Package Tour Regula- 
tions or are not recognised in the for- 
eign holiday jurisffictians. 

Now a European Commission 
directive is befog considered which 
would ensure that every insurance 
company had arepresentative in EU 
countries. But, because there is no 
uniform set of rules, a group of pep 
sonal injury lawyers have set up the 
Pan-European Organisation of Per- 
sonal Injury Lawyers CPEOPIL). 

PEOPXL member John Price, a 
partner with Plymouth law firm. 
Bond Pearce, recentfy advised a Fly- 
mouth holidaymaker; who was a 
passenger fo a car driven by an Ital- 
ian fo France, which was hit by an- 
other car driven by a Swiss national 
This case, says Mr Price, highlights 
the potential legal minefield for 
those seeking compensation for 
accidents abroad. 
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Legal Notices 



OFFICE OF THE INTERNATIONAL RAIL REGULATOR 

Tbe Railways Regulations 1998 

International Licence Application by 

Eurostar (ILK.) Limited 
(“the applicant”) 

Company Registration Number 2462001 

Principal address of the applicant: 

Enrostar House 
Waterloo Station 
London SE1 8SE 

The International Rail Regulator hereby gives notice 
in accordance with Regulation 16(9) of the Railways 
Regulations 199S that the applicant has made an 
application for an international licence for the 
operation of passenger trains. The applicant proposes 
to operate international passenger services between 
Great Britain and France and Great Britain and 
Belgium. Any person who wishes to make an) 
representation with respect to the application should 
send such representation to: 

Michael Ricketts 

Licensing and Consumer Protection, 
Passenger Services Group, 

Office of the International Rail Regulator, 1 
1 Waterhouse Square, 

138-142 Holborn, London EC1N 2 ST 
not later than 23 September 1998 


Doled 4 September 1998 


John Swift QC 


Charities 


CHILDREN ON DIALYSIS 

need holidays, so do their families. Before j 
planning your own holidays this year, please 
spare more than a thought for those children 
who without your help will never get away at all. 

Donations urgently needed by 

The British Kidney Patient Association 
Bordon, Hants. GU35 9JZ 
Reg. Chanty No. 270288 ^ 


Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER for that apodal 
(Ha. 1642-1996. mod tides bmH- 
abteJdealbkthdayoHLftonwm- 
bof When, "ftfc 0161 -ffl8aS2a Or 
CALL FREE (BOO 520 000. 



Legal Notices 


No. 001576 or 1998 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF 
JUSTICE 

CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 
IN THE MATTER OF 
DRESDNER RCM 
EMERGING MARKETS 
TRUST PLC 
and 

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT 1985 
NOTICE B HEREBY GIVEN Uw i 
fed non ra on ibe 12th ctay at Awyoi 
IW8 prevailed to Ha Majcnji High ! 
Cinirt titJuBkx far the amBrnatioa of 
tbe rodoktion at the dan premium 
jcuxmi a( the above mmol company 
from CIJfTUWt, lo £ 1 IM1M6 1 being 
a mlnaiao of 1 1 (UXUOOni 
AND NOTICE 15 FURTHER GIVEN 
tb*t tbe Kurina » directed La be beard 
hcEmi: ibe Rcoarat of ike Ci enpan i a 
Court u the Royal Couiu of Julies. 
Strand. Lunlun WC2A ZLL as 
ViWnoday die I6Ui <in al Sstdctnher 
IWs. 

Any creditor or dun balder af the sad 
Company desiring la appose Ibe 
maJans of an Older for the 
coaTunuUjo of the mid reduction of 
Ibe durv premium account should 
I apptar a the time nl ibe bearing m 
penou or ly Gmsd for that [wpnse. 

A ion of tbe nul Petition «KQ hr 
himiUted to any cadi person requiring 
(be same by Ibe under -menliMKd 
SoCoion on payment of the regulated 
charge bsr tbe war. 

Dated lha 4di day of Sqttenher IW 
Snnntra & Shaman 
21 WBto n Stre et 
London EC3M7TX 

let 0171 62b 2020 

Ret 5fUW77/RES'ABD 
Sninmt for ibe ikcee gamed oipany 


ZOO TRADING LIMITED 
0a UqutdUUxO 

Nance 8 hereby gnei Aim Mdud 
Hands Stevenson of Smith k 
WKamjon. Old limy Chambers, 21 
Chipper Lane, Salisbury. WBu, SP1 

1BG was appointed Ujusfew of *e 
above company- on 2tti August 193&. 
A liquidation Gommfeee us net 
esuUshed. 

Notice ts afcn hweby ghwi due die 
Cmfikn of dr above turned oonqB> 

ny, which is being vokrtarity wound 

up. jr required, on n before 30di 
Ooohar W8 to send in far M 
names. Mt addresses and desafp- 
tionL U pamcuUs of Mr debts or 
dxnt. and detunes and addresses 
ofdMi>5o6ciK»tfanrLiodeundec 
sanret Marine! Fundi Sewnson d 
Smnti AWHamna OU Library 
Dumfaen. 21 Oner La*. Safetwy. 
WfcSft TBG KUquidattr of die 
said Company and it so required by 
notice to writing tow dr sold 
Landau are. penmAr or by far 
5ofcbirL to cotne in and pure drew 
debts and cbom at suds me and 
pbee at dial be d in nidi 
notice^ or to ddaut tiremf drew w* 
be eKbtfcd tom ire benefit of any 
tfertndnn made before sudi debs 
are prosed. 

DmedZWiAi&rema 
M F STEVE WOK Upretttr 



0800216351 

vbi^pis>k 

fca!VMf Uil I I BIS I* wbi M — riw 
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Charities 


THE DAVIDSON PEARCE 
LIMITED PENSION AND 
LIFE ASSURANCE PLAN 

TUB NOTICE a GIVEN PURSUANT 
TO SECTION 27 Of THE 
TRUSTEE ACT INS 

R* ibe liusn al the Davidson Pearce 
Limited Ptm«m aod life taum 
Hamioimedy limo as the 1H Benson 
Limited iupranuMDon Fired) Ob* Rani 
euteshed b» a Deed daed Z7 Urcctdier 
14Sh made between the the* principal 
employer IlH. Benson UreBitfl and tbe 
then hums oi die Pbn 

Nona S HfHffly oven due any penes 
being a daim apM o> an katn-si in die 
Han Hlucb n mm to Ihe tress of tbe 
a bos*, mentioned instrument whneof 
MASflN BOaSC pflTR IVAN JONES and 
LAMfS ifJCH STUMII BEST d cue of 12 
w»ps Bridie bud loaded W <AA are 


Noobober 19*. atre* vriridi date the ad 
Tntoees mi purred n tobn the resets 
«a the iron amoojpt the persons entitled 
hereto Keen; itgad oidv to the daim. rod 
in wrens ot ntnch the uid Tius&es shall 
then hate had iuk* and die god tnnrees 
■i tret as respects, the assets al the mm ot 
air pat thereat m itarJucd be EjMe to 
an pmon wtae dam n Merest they did 
M Iha bate had area- 

■ns perm wire hadeah made a ddn 
aid wowed response need am tegppiy n 
helimteto. 

Ond i Seydenbei I9W 

MS G BTJU • BMP 001 UMfTHJ. 

»2 Bfahaps Bridge Hard. Ionian W2 6AA 


Metro Hearts 

Don’t leave 
romance to 
chance 




OurlMMWwUWp)«wlQ 
mcora a gra* greeting, so youVo 
an to get more rasponsos. 
But we’nt na lust taking quiwy 
hete, *Ye tfWng quaHy. Vbur 
now wlco greabng tril iel tosm 
hew too ndi you. Thai wa^ yroul 

ga massages (run UteiyjMcf 
people you wart to twstL 

PtecejarRffiE 


Rukba helps eldoriy people 
preserve thotr preexxa 
Independence by provitfrig 
them whh extra income 
so rfiey can afford co stay 
in their own homes. 
And 90C votuntners offer 
them so m et hin g even 
more vafadblo than money 
- friendship. 

For further information; 
FREEPOST, 6 Avon more 
Road. London WI4 8BR 
oroelephone: 

0345 585680 


Rukba 


ANIM AL 
RESCUE 
FUND 

Wc unptttiy need your help 
to avoid closure in oor vital 
work for desperate animals. 
Oreqncs to: 

ANIMAL HOSTEL TRUST 
X Sieve Batchelor 
National Westminster Hank 
14. Tbe Broadway. N22 SBZ 
Enquiries 

0181 882 7017 

Reg No 100150 


To advertise 
in the | 
Classified I 
section 
please call 
Siobhan 
McCaul now 
on 0171 293 
2347. 


Racial dogma has no role in 
the adoption of children 


Si- 


THE HEADLINES which 
greeted the announcement 
last week by Paul Boateng 
MP amending the 
guidelines and criteria 
governing adoption have 
definitely been seen before. 

In 1990, a similar 
announcement was made 
by the then Health minis ter 
Virginia Bottomley. The 
changes that she 
announced were as a result 
of a highly publicised inter- 
racial adoption case that 
was heard at the end of 
1989. 

In that case I 
represented a white foster 
mother who wished to 
adopt the mixed race baby 
that she had fostered from 
six days of age. The 
relevant local authority 
refused to approve her as 
suitable because she was 
white. 

After prolonged legal 
proceedings, tiie toddler 
was Cat the age of 17 
months) removed from her 
care and placed with a 
black family. At the hearing 
of that case it was common 
ground that my client had 
“cared admirably for the 
baby who was thriving in 
her care and he was 
attached to her and her 
family and she was the only 
mother that he had ever 
known”. 

It was made very plain to 
my client that she was not 
considered suitable to 
adopt the baby because she 
and her family were white. 
Although it was clear that 
the baby was very much a 
part of her family; she was 
offered little or no guidance 
from the social workers 
involved at that time, she 


Our 

Learned 

Friend 



Charlotte Collier 

was simply considered 
unsuitable. 

The same authority later 
refused to approve the 
adoptive placement of 
another black child with a 
white foster mother who 
had cared for him for a 
number of years. In that 
particular case the foster 
mother involved had 
actually already 
successfully adopted a 
black child who was a fully 
integrated member of her 
family. For the authority to 
then argue that she was 
unsuitable seemed to make 
little sense. 

In 1990, Mrs Bottomley 
insisted that the welfare of 
a child must be paramount 
rather than any ideological 
argument This seems to be 
close to what Mr Boateng 
MP restated last week. 

Any child who cannot be 
brought up within their 
natural family needs to 
have parents who will be 
extra special Parents who 
will help that child 
understand their past, love 
that child absolutely and 


help them achieve their 
potential When assessing 
potential adopters, social 
workers have a difficult 
task. 

Children come into care 
at different ages and with 
different histories. Each 
child will have different 
needs. The needs of a tive- 
year-old child abandoned by 
both parents will be 
different from the needs of 
the three-year-old who is 
not able to return home to a 
dangerous or unsafe 
household. Also, there is a 
growing number of children 
in care who have very 
particular medical needs or 
who are handicapped. 

These children can be 
difficult to place for 
adoption and often 
desperately need the love 
and security that such a 
placement can provide. 

In frying to attract 
suitable families, local 
authorities need to look as 
widely as possible. Also, 
families keen to be 
approved for adoption will 
(entirely understandably) 
present themselves in the 
best light possible. Given 
the number of children who 
need families, any 
movement towards 
encouraging more families 
to offer themselves as 
carers for these children 
must be welcomed. 

Adoption is for life and so 
the utmost care needs to be 
exercised by those 
preparing the guidelines for 
the selection of adopters 
and by those who 
implement the guidelines 
when they undertake the 
task of approving families 
for adoption. It seems to me 


that this is where much of 
the difficulty is 
encountered. There are 
many accounts of 
prospective adopters who 
found the selection process 
bruising and insensitive. 

Choosing adopters must 
be done with care and 
families should not be 
excluded on ideological 
grounds. Where so many 
children need the love and 
stability that only a family 
can provide, Mr Boateng’s 
announcement is to be 
applauded. 

However, adoption is a 
service for children and the 
welfare of the child must 
come first 

A child should be placed 
for adoption within a family 
that can meet all their 
needs. Usually - For 
African, Caribbean, French, 
Irish, or Scottish chil dren, 
for instance - Hii$ means 
identifying an adoptive 
family which either shares 
the child's cultural and 
ethnic background or which 
has a lot of experience of 
such a background and is 
sensitive to it 

The new guidance to end 
automatic exclusion of 
some prospective adopters 
seems to be a move in the 
right direction. The 1990 
guidance was felt to be the 
same. 

What remains to be seen 
is how the guidance will be 
applied. The proof of the 
pudding will be in the 
number of new famili es 
approved for adoption and 
the number of adoption 
applications. 

Cftarfotte Coflier is a 
partner at Atkins Hope 
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KAND5 (AKA PALMS) (PGj 
Director; AnurAristakisyan 


has been compared to and 

pressnotes assure us, but though this is an 

iroagfaati^ realised rumi^^ 

of the modem worid. the picture is deadeotogk 

sway that those directors' best mrkxxverZs, 

I3ie film is simple and precise in its meHinde* ac 


HE GOT GAME (18) 

Director Spike Lee 

Starring: Denzel Washington, Ray Allen 
Mifla Jovovlch 

The plot of Spite Lee’s muddled tale is pure 


tel) is doing time for the murder of his wife, but 

is offered a deal, out of the blue, which could cut 
short h is sen tence. It has come to the attention 
of the Governor that Jake's son. Jesus (Ray atip^) 
is the country’s hottest new basketball s tar with 
all the majors competing to sign him up. if Jake 
can convince Jesus to sign with the Governor’s 
alma mater; then be can look forward to eariy 
release. Jake agrees, and is dispatched into the 
outside world on this errand. However; there is 
»ne seemingly insurmountable obstacle in Jake’s 
^>atfa -his son has vowed never to forgive him for 
his mother’s murder 

If the impression this gives is of a politically 
correct soap opera, then that’s dose to how He 
GW Game comes across. Jhwcfirectars have made • 
such a swift impact on cmema as Lee — but 
equally, few have gone on to have such a variable 
careen Lee coaxes an impressive perfo rmanc e 
from Washington, but it is his own stylistic 
excesses which are the film’s undoing 
Whst End; Odeon Kensington, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, 
Virgin Trocadero 


THE LAND CURLS (12) 

Director David Leland 
Starring: Catherine McCormack, 

Rachel Weisz, Anna Frid, Steven Mackintosh 
This gentle comedy from David Leland 
(director of Wish ibu Were Here) leads you 
into fomifiar territory, but manages to infhse the 
experience with warmth and wit Rachel Weisz, 
Anna Friel and Catherine McCormack are the 
“land girls” called upon in WWU to pack up the 
discarded ploughs and take the place of the 
formers who have departed for wan Nothing 
surprising here - sexual awakening, bread 
laughs , a smattering of tragedy - but very 
oicely done. 

West End: Screen on the ffiB, UCT WWtetetfs, 
Virgin Fulham Road, VaymBaymarltet, Warner 
Village West End 

THE LAST DAYS OF DISCO 05) 

□hector. W* Stillman 

Starring: Chloe Sevigny, Kate Beckinsale, 
Chris Bgeman 
See The Independent Recommends, right 
West End: ABC Tottenham Court Road, 
ClaphamPiclaxreHtyusnOdemOmdenTown, 
Odeon Kensington, Richmond FUmhouse, Rio 
Cinema , Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Chelsea, Virgin Haymarket, Warner ttBage 
West End 

SPECIES II (18) 

Director Peter Medak 

Starring: .Michael Madsen. Natasha Henstridge, 
George Dzundza 

Ludicrous sdencfrflcthm horror about a strand 
of deadly alien DNA carried back to earth in the 
bodies of astronauts. Corcball dialogue and a 
healthy abundance of sex and violence make this 
passable B-movie fun. 

West End: Elephant & Castle Coronet, Empire 
Leicester Square, Hammersmith Virgin, Odom 
Marble Arch, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, 
WrgmTrocadero 


Ryan Gilbey 


General Release 


ARMAGEDDON (12) 

This deeply stupid film purports to be a tender 
love story; a meaty action adventure and a 
global disaster movie in which a meteor is on a 
. f tollisian course with Earth. Its jumble of styles 
"J end up pleasing 00 one. Odeon Camden Ibion, 
Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon 
Swiss Cottage, Plaza, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Chelsea, Virgin FidhamRoad, Virgin Trocadero, 
Warner VUlage West End 

THE AVENGERS (12) 

Ralph Fiennes dons the bowier hat and wields the 
cane as Steed, Uma Thurman pours herself into 
a catsuit as Emma Peel, while Sean Connery 
sashays around in a kilt as August De Winter; who 
plans to take over the world by controlling the 
weather. Virgin Trocadero, Warner 
Village West End 


/im 


•; triul. .Tadmsm JJ'IOvIT -moo’ 

BARNEY’S GREAT ADVENTURE <U) . 

Feature-length exploits for the big, jdDy dinosaur 
whose blend of nursery rhymes, Day-glo colours 
£nd moral lessons mate him ideal for the mare 
^cpdencuKfing pre-school viewer an endurance test 
for anyone else. Rio Cinema, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Trocadero 

LE BOSSU (15) 

Sumptuous swashbucklers are fast becoming 
F'rencb cinema’s stock-in-trade. This effort doesn't 
break much new ground, but is acted and site with 
such braggadocio that its lack of originality is 
□ever a problem. ABC Swiss Centre, Curzon 
Mayfair 

EVE’S BAYOU (15) 




which have been devalued by too many Southern 
Comfort ads. Despite some intuitive observations, 
this foels for the most part like reheated Fried 
Green Tomatoes, Odeon Mezzanine, Plaza, 
Virgin Trocadero 

GADJO DILO (15) 

A young Parisian journeys through rural 
Ro mania on a quest for the gypsy singer whose 
; he discovered through his father There is 
ith and humour to tbe storytelling which 
pushes this film way beyond being mere 
sentimental travelogue. Renoir 

GODZILLA (PG) 

The team which cooked up such blockbusters as 
Stargate and Independence Day is general very 
adept at constructing enjoyable adventures with 
a B-movie taste for fun. Unfortunately, on this 
occasion, their light touch has deserted them. 
Empire Leicester Square 

THE HORSE WHISPERER (PG; 

Robert Bedford’s over-long and deeply indulgent 
film of Nicholas Evans’s novel is a textbook 
lesson in the narcissistic allure of cinema. 
Bedford plays a Montana farmer who 
specialises in equine psychology He agrees to 
help New Vbric magazine editor Kristin Scott 
Thomas whose daughter has been traumatised 
to a riding accident ABC Tottenham Court 
j.ttod, Barbican Screen, Chelsea Cinema > 
Clapham Picture House, Hammersmith Vir- 
gin, Sotting HiU Coronet, Odeon Camden Tbum, 
Odeon Kensington, Odeon Leicester SqMtre, 
Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottag^Ri&y 
, Cinema. Screen on Better Street, UCI Whiteleys, 
t Virgin Puiiuxm Road 

LOCK, STOCK & TWO SMOKING 

1 ^^^ AndTwo Smoking Barrds^r^^ 

t - .a thA films defining 


LOST IN SPACE (PG) 

See The Independent Recommends, right 
OdeonWestEnd 

THE MAGIC SWORD: QUEST FOR CAMBjOT 

ah 

The first lull-length produet of Warners’ new 
animation division, this Arthurian adventure 
looks -add courtesy of the Inevitable Celine Dion, 
sounds - even cheesier than the average Disney 
effort. But beneath tbe surface there's an edge 
of genuine weirdness that will keep parents 
entertained, if it doesn't frighten tbe children out 
of tbeirwits. Odeon Marble Arch, UCI Whiteleys, 
Virgin Trocadero, Wbmer Village Wkst End 

METROLAND (18) 

Seventies suburban morality tale in which 
Christian Bale plays a man festering somewhere. 

©"ought to be mrtlbaymg'WTfee^s^re ' 
endearing moments but, on the whole, director 
PbiBp Savflle shows a (^spiriting lads of ambition. 
WrymTVocadero - 

MR NICE GUY 05) 

This largely disappointing addition to Jackie 
Cbarfsoeuvre has its moments- a fight scene on 
a construction site is aparticnlar delight But the 
combination of oamefo and adventure doesn't gel; 
it may be the first Chan film that wouldn't even 
look good if you were plastered. 

VSrpto Trocadero 

THE OBJECT OF MY AFFECTION (15) 
Romantic comedy in which Paul Rudd 
confounds his flatmate Jennifer Aniston's 
d reams of wedding vows and joint burial plots 
by being gay. 

west End: Odeon Mezzanine 

THE PROPOSITION (12) 

Dismal period drama in which feminist writer 
Madeleine Stowe and priest Kenneth Brana gh 
become entangled after she discovers her fat-cat 
husband (William Hurt) is unable to father a child. 
Salacious tosh. ABC Ponton Street 

THE REAL HOWARD SPITZ (PG) 

The Real HotoardSpitz, a sunny comedy about 
a children’s writer (Kelsey Grammar, aka 
Frasier) who hates children, is director Vadim 


The Independent Recommends 



Film Ryan Gilbey 

WBn* STILLMAN is a maker of 
anthropological comedies. His pre- 
vious features, Metropolitan and 
Barcelona, focused on the attempts 
of the mteHertnat rniddle-dasses to 
control their environment through 
a manipulation of codes and 
etiquette that could reasonably be 
described as Jamesian. His new 


continues the theme. It’s set in “the 
voy eariy Eighties” and Mows the 
insecure Alice (Chlo§ Sevigny) and. 
her benignly narcissistic friend, Charlotte (Kate Beckmsate). as they 

gravitate toward the bippest nightclub in town. 

On general mease 

School starts again next week. Fterhaps the youngsters in your life 
deserve to see Lost in Space if they haven’t already They may not be 
able to keep up with all the time-travel nonsense in tbe last half, but that’s 
alright because it doesn't make sense anyway. There are other things to 
ergoy here - the platoon of metal spaders, or Matt LeBIanc being cocky 
On general release . 

Theatre ‘ Dominic Cavendish 

URSULA MARTINEZ engages her mother and father in a spot 
of live therapy In a Fhmily Oirtnig. A cheesy DIY chat show 
might seem the ultimate act of narcissism, but the 

inpr aasingly 

banter wittily exposes the 
half-truths that sustain family fife. 

Assembly Rooms, 

Edinburgh (0132-226 2428) 8.10pm 
David Hare (right) makes his stage 
debut this week in Via Dolorosa, a 
meditation on a trip he made to Israel 
and Palestine last yean Promising to 
be much mare than some holiday 
slides, the monologue has been 
(Erected by Stephen Daldry. 

Royal Court Theatre Downstairs at the 
Duke of Yorks, London WC2 
(0171-565 5000) 730pm. 





Pop Tim Perry 

THE CULT OCCASION of the weekend 
comes courtesy of a solo show by Kurt 
Wagner of Larabehop, the 14-piece 
Nashville ensemble dedicated to slow pedal 
steel-enhanced countiy soul grooves. A 
trailer for a M autumn Lambchop show 
with Vic Chesnutt and desert twangers 
Calexico, WigDer will almost certahily 
throw in a spellbinding performance. 
water Rats. London WCl (0272-837 7369) 
tonight 8pm 

ITiese first dates of a mqjor headlining 
tour by Embrace night) are recom- 
mended in a voyeuristic sense as it’s cer- 
tainly one of the big-hitlers of the season and a make-or-break situation 
for this bunch from Huddersfield. Can they mate the (small) leap to 
playing parks and stadia and hangers as Oasis and the Verve did, or will 
they te downsizing by this time next year? Personalty it sounds like the 
scrag end of Britpop with even more strings thrown in to fill the gaps. 
Sarrozolands. Glasgow (0141 552 4601) taught, TbvmHaJL 
Middlesbrough (01642 242 561) tomorrow: Academy, Manchester 
(0161-275 4815) Sunday. 730pm 

Classical Duncan Hadfield 

ONE CANT have helped noticing the ongo- 
ing explosion of interest of in the operatic 
canon of Handel (right). The trend ccmtin- 
ues with a semi-staging of his 1733 work 
Orlando, based on an episode in Ariosto's 
Orlando Furioso. Having already scored a 
number of successes with Handel, this pro- 
duction comes from the Early Opera Com- 
pany; conducted by Christian Cumyn. with 
Louise Matt singing the title role. 

Queen Elizabeth HaU, London SEi 
(0271-960 4242) 7pm 
Three great soloists in their own right - 

clarinettist Michael Collins, cellist Steven Isseriis and pianist Stephen 
Hough - mate up a virtuoso trio, playing chamber works fro- the combi- 
nation as part of the Pianoworks Festival. Schumann's Mdrchenerzah- 
l ungen and Brahms's ZWo tn a minor. Op. 114 feature in the programme 
Blackheath Halls. London SE3 (0181-318 9758 ) 8pm 




CINEMA 

WEST END 

ARC BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 9772] -O- Baker Screen 
Psycho 1 .20pm, 3.40pm, 6pm, 
8.30pm The X-Pfles 2.20pm. 
5.30pm. 8.20pm 

ABC RANTON STREET 

[0171-930 0631) 

‘O- Piccadilly Circus The Big 
Lebowski 1.15pm. -3.40pm. 

6.05pm. 8.30pm Jackie Brown 
1.30pm. 4.40pm, 7.45pm Dm 
Flesh 1.40pm. 4pm. 6.20pm. 
8.40pm The Proposition 1.10pm, 
3.40pm, 6pm, 8.25pm 

ABC PfCCADUJY 
(0171-437 3561) e Piccadilly 
Qrcus Lofita 2.05pm.' 5.05pm, 
8pm Love And Death On Long 
Island 1 .25pm. 3.40pm. 

6.10pm, 8.40pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

JZigSSi- 6 ?.??* + Leicester 

Uffif ' 

The' X-FUes 12.50pm. 3.20pm, 
5.50pm. 8.25pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0171-439 4470) « Leicester 
Square/Piccadilly Circus Le Bossu 
.TOpm, 3.40pm, 6.10pm. 

8.40pm The Dayor^pera, l.lOprn. 
3.10pm, 5.10pm. 7.10pm, 

9.10pm Deconstructing Harry 
1.10pm. 3.20pm. 6.10pm, 

8.40pm La Grande Illusion 
.10pm. 3.40pm, 6.10pm Kurt & 
Courtney 8.30pm 


ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(0181-315 4229) O Camden 
Tbwn Armageddon ELI 5pm, 

1 1 ,30pm The Daytrfppers 
12.20pm. 11.30pm The Horse 
Whisperer 12.40pm. 4.15pm. 

7.45pm The Last Days Of Disco 
12.45pm. 3.20pm. 6.05pm, 

850pm. 12rrddnlght Lock, Stock & 
Two Smoking Barrels 12.15pm, 
255pm. 6.15pm, 8.40pm, 11.35pm 
The Spanish Prisoner 12noon. 
2.50pm, 5.45pm The X-F3es 
2.45pm. 5.50pm. 8-45pm. 

12midnlght 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(0181-315 4212) O Piccadilly 
Circus The X-Fties 2pm, 5.45pm, 
8.35pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 
(0181-315 4214) «- High Street 
Kensington Armageddon 5.10pm, 
8.35pm, 12mldnight Dr Dofittle 
1250pm, 3pm He Got Game 
12.15pm, 3.15pm. 6.15pm, 

9.15pm, 12.15am The Horse 
Whisperer 12.45pm. 4.25pm. 

. 8.05pm,. 1 .1 -45pm. The Last Days 
*„4.q5pa».-, 


on the ground but the direction is breezy and 
Gramm er has a lovely grouchy demeanour 
UCIWhiteteys 

THE SPANISH PRISONER (PG) 

David Mamet ’s intricate little thriller is a playful 
exercise in twisting a plot until it locks; there is a 
scientific detachment about the way he explores 
every permutation of bis Eafeaesque scenario, 
though thfc movie is also slyly funny Barbican 
Screen. Gate Nottmg HO, Odeon Camden Tbum, 

OdemSwissCMIage,PtioenaCinema,RS^Cm- 

ema, Screen rnthe Green Virgin FtrDiam Road, 
Virgin Haymarket, Warner mage West End 

THE X-nLES 05) 

David Duchovny and Gillian Anderson reprise 
their roles as FBI agents Mulder and Scufer and, 
for their first big-screen outing, get a meaty 
c on undrum to chew on involving a shifty secret 


lead of Quentin Taranuno *~rr^ 

(haracteristiiciBitsresffiantimH-ahtyTtepja^ 

-is peopled by thugs, both omsteur and 
4 professional. Young Edtty who 

■‘I a WglFstakes card-game, ^mtotheternffibiK 

'/Hatchet Hany, to whom be 
■’ dangerous old-school pro. ABC Tottenham 

*sr assays 

O^MariieArxh,OdemS^Ccm^P^ 

Ritzy Cinema, Screen on Baker 
Whiteleys, Vtgfn Ctoteea, Virgin Trocadero, 

■ Warner mage West End 


Duchovny and Anderson are most engag ing ; 
through little dialogue and even less facia) 
movement they manage to convey great 
torvtor nwgs- ABC Baker Street ABC Shaftesbury 
Avenue, aaphamPirdureHouse,Hammer smith 
Virgin, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Haymarket, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble 
Axdi,OdeonSwissCk0age,OdemWlBstErid,VO 
Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road, 
Virgin Trocadero 

ZERO EFFECT 05) 

Pleasing thriller starring Bill Pullman as Daryl 
Zero, the worid*s greatest private investigate; a 
drug-out who subsists on tuna fish, Thb and 
amphetamines, pulling on reserves of wit and 
ingenuity when the time comes to crack a new 

case. Ultimately lie film feels a bttle shallow and 
self-consdous, but it puts a smile on your face for 
most of its duration. Warner Village ‘Kfesf End 


ABC TOTTENHAM COURT 
ROAD - 

(0.171-636 6148) e Tottenham 
Court Road The Horse Whisperer 
1 .05pm. 4.45pm, 8.20pm The 
Last Days OF Disco 1.25pm, 
4.10pm. 6.45pm, 9.20pm Lock. 
Stock A Two Smoking Bands 
1.10pm. 3.50pm, 

6.40pm, 9.15pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-382 7000) Ob 

Moorgace/BartJican The Horse 
Whisperer 730pm The Spanish 
Prisoner 6.1 5pm. 8.40pm 

CHELSEA OKEMA 

(0171-351 3742) «■ Sloane 

Square The Horse Whisperer 
1 .05pm. 435pm. 7 30pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 2242) ■& Clapham 
Common The Horse Whisperer 
1.30pm. 5pm, 8.30pm The Last 
Days. OF Disco 1.15pm. 4pm. 
630pm. 9pm The XrBles 
1.45pm, 4.15pm. 

6.45pm. 9.1 5pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 
(0171-369 1720) O- Green Phrk 
Le Bossu 12.15pm, 3pm. 
5.30pm, 8.15pm 

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
CORONET (0171-703 4968) 

BR/-& Elephant & Castle 
Dr Dolltrie phone for times Lock. 
Stock 6 Two Smoking Barrels 
4pm, 6.15pm, 835pm Spedes D 
4.15pm, 630pm. 8.50pm t 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 
(0171-437 1234) «■ Leicester 
Square Godzflia 3pm, 530pm. 
8.40pm, 11 .30pm Spedes It 1pm, 
3.20pm. 6pm, 830pm. 11pm 

GVE HOTTING HILL 

(0171-727 4043) -B Notting Hill 
Gate The Spanish Prisoner 
1.40pm. 4pm. 6.25pm, 
8.50pm. -1 1.1 5furi 

HAMMERSMITH VIRGIN 

(0870-9070718) -9 RavensCOUtt 
BaiVHarnmersmitii Tbe Horse 
W hi sperer 1 30pm. 4.50pm. 

8.15pm Lock, Stock & Ttoo 
Smokmg Barrels l2A0hm. 
3.30pm, 630pm, 9.10pm Spedes 
n 1230pm, 3,10pm, 5.50pm. 
8.30pm The X-Hles 12.15pm. 
3pm. 6pro. 9pm 

METRO 

(0171-437 0757) * Piccadilly 
Qrcu^Leicester Square Latin 
American Him Festival phone 
for derails 

CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) e Kntehcsbridge 
2 pm. 4.15pm. 
630pm. 6.45pm 

NOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) «■ Hotting Hill 
Gate* The Horse Whisperer 
1.15pm, 4.35pm, 8pm 


The 

Little Mermaid 1 1 ,40am Lock, 
Stock & Two Smoking 
Barrels 1.40pm. 430pm, 7pm, 
9.40pm, 1230am The X-FUes 
12.45pm, 3.40pm, 6.35pm, 

930pm. 1235am 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

[0181-315 4215) & Leicester 
Square The Horae Whisperer 
12.50pm. 4.15pm. 7.50pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(0181-315 4216) Q Marble Arch 
Armageddon 535pm. 8.45pm. 
12.05am Dr DoGttJe 12 noon. 
235pm The Horse Whisperer 

I. 15pm. 5.05pm, 8.40pm Lock. 

Stock & TWo Smoking Barrels 
12.15pm, 335pm, 6.10pm. 

8.55pm, 11.30pm The Magic 
Sword: Quest For Camdot 

II. 45am Species U 7.45pm. 

. 4.05pm. 635pm. 8.55pm, 

1130pm The X-FUes 12.20pm. 
3pm. 6pm. 8.55pm. 1 1.50pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(0181-315 4215) Q- Leicester 
Square Eve’s Bayou 1 ,45pm. 
4pm. 630pm. 8.45pm The Object 
OF My Affection 1. 35pm, 

3.50pm, 6.15pm, 8.40pm Six 
Days, Seven Nights 1 .55pm. 
4pm, 6.10pm, 8.30pm Titanic 
12.05pm, 3.45pm. 735pm The 
Wedding Singer 2.25pm, 4.30pm, 
6.40pm. 8.50pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(0181-315 4220) O Swiss 

Cottage Armageddon 2pm. 5pm. 
8pm He Got Game 12.15pm. 
3pm, 5.45pm. 835pm The Horse 
Whisperer 12.30pm. 4.05pm, 

7.45pm The Little Mermaid 
12.10pm Lock. Stock A TWo 
Smoking Barrels 1pm. 3.40pm. 
6.10pm. B.45pm The Spanish 
Prisoner 1.30pm. 3.55pm. 

630pm. 8.45pm Tbe X-FUes 
1235pm, 3.15pm, 6pm, B.35pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(0181-315 4221) «■ Leic Sq Lost 
tn Space 12 noon, 230pm, 5.40pm, 
830pm The X-Ffles 12,45pm. 
3.30pm. 6.1 5pm, 9pm. 1 1 .50pm 

PHOENIX CINEMA 
(0181-444 6789) «- East 

Finchley The Spanish Prisoner 
2pm, 430pm, 6.40pm, 9pm 


PLAZA 

(0171-437 1234) •» Piccadilly 
Circus Armageddon * 1.30pm, 
4.45pm. 8pm Eve’s Bayou 
12.45pm, 3.15pm, 5.50pm, 

8.35pm Lock, Stock ft TWo 
Smoking Barrels 12.30pm. 3pm, 
6pm. 8.40pm hiding Doors 1pm, 
335pm. 6.05pm, 835pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) «■ Russell 

Square Gad jo DOo 2.10pm. 
430pm. 630pm, 9pm Hands (aka 
Palms) 3pm, 5.45pm. 835pm 

RIO CINEMA 

(0171-254 6677) BR: Da Is ton 
Kingston d Barney's Great 
Adventure 2pm The Last Days OF 
Dbco 3.45pm. 6.1 5pm. 8.50pm 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-737 2121) BR/O- Brbiton 
He Got Game 12.50pm. 3.35pm. 
630pm. 9pm, 1 1.45pm The Horse 
Whisperer 1.45 pm. 5. 10pm, 

8.30pm, 11.50pm The Last Days 
Of Disco 1.15pm. 3.50pm. 

625pm. 9.05pm. 11.35pm lock. 
Stock & iwo Smoking Barrels 
230pm. 4.35|kn, 7.05pm. 9.25pm. 
IT. 40pm Ponetw 12.30pm The 
Spanish Prisoner 1.40pm 4.05pm, 
630pm 8.50pm, 1 1 .25pm 


SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-486 0036) G- Baker Street 
The Horse Whisperer 3.05pm, 
7.45pm Lock, Stock & TWo 
Smoking Barrels 3.25pm. 
6.25pm, B.4Spm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) 

■& AngeVHighbury & Islington 
The Spanish Prisoner 3.45pm, 
6.20pm, 8.45pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) « Belsize Park 
The Land Girls 3.30pm 6.50pm. 
9.10pm 

UO WHITELEYS 

(0171-792 3332) O Baysvwater 
Armageddon 11.50am 2.10pm 
5.30pm. 8.50pm Barney’s Great 
Adventure 12.40pm Dr DoUttte 
12noon. 2.10pm. 4.20pm He Got 
Game 3.05pm. 6.05pm. 9.10pm 
The Horse W h isperer 1.45pm. 
5.15pm. 8.40pm The Land Girls 
6.25pm. 9pm The Last Days OF 
Disco 11.10am 2.50pm. 425pm, 
7pm, 9.30pm Luck, Stock 6 TWo 
Smoking -Barrels l,30pm^4pm 
.&ASpnuiig9|15pr»T nilhes'iiMagicri 
Sword: Quest For Camelot 1 fam - 
The Real Howard Spin 12.45pm 
Species D 4.50pm. 725pm. 
9.45pm The X-FUes 1.05pm 
3.50pm, 6.35pm. 920pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-9070710) «■ Sloane 

Square/South Kensington 

Armageddon 2.10pm. 5.20pm, 
830pn> Barney's Great 
Adventure 12. 15pm The Last 
Days Or Disco 12.30pm, 3pm. 
6.30pm. 9.10pm Lock, Stock ft 
TWo Smoking Barrels 12.45pm, 
320pm. 6.10pm, 9pm Spedes D 
1pm, 3.30pm. 6.45pm, 9.10pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-9070711) South 

Kensington Armageddon 1.15pm. 
5.15pm. 8.15pm The Big 

Lebowski 2pm, 6pm, 8.45pm The 
Horse Whisperer 1.40pm 5pm 
8.30pm The Land GUIs 1.15pm. 
3.40pm. 6.30pm, 9.10pm 

The Spanish Prisoner 1.30pm. 
3.50pm 6:20pm 9pm The 

X-FUes 1.10pm, 4pm. 6.40pm. 
920pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-9070712) O Piccadilly 
Grcus The Land GWs 1.05pm, 
320pm 5.45pm. 8.35pm The 
Last Days Of Disco 1pm. 3.30pm. 
6pm, 8.30pm The Spanish 
Prisoner 1.15pm 3.45pm. 

6.15pm, 8.45pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-9070716) ■©• Piccadilly 

Qrcus Armageddon 1.50pm 
5pm 820pm The Avengers 
12noon. 2.10pm, 4.15pm 

Barney’s Great Adventure 

I2noon Dr Dofittle 12.30pm 
2.40pm. 4.50pm, 7.1 Opm Eve’s 
Bayou 11.50pm Gang Related 
6.20pm. 8.50pm. 11.20pm He 
Got Game 1.40pm, 5pm, 8pm, 
11.10pm Lock, Stock ft TWo 
Smoking Barrels 1pm. 3.30pm. 
6pm 9pm. 11.40pm The Magic 
Sword: Quest For Camelot 
1 2 noon Metroland 9.10pm Mr 
Nke Guy 12.10am Species H 
I2:i0pm 2.20pm. 4.40pm 7pm 
920pni. 11.40pm The X-FUes 
12.30pm. 3.10pm. 5.50pm 

8.40pm 11.30pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 
(0171-437 4347) 0 Leicester 
Square Armageddon 11am. 

2.10pm 520pm, 8.40pm 

li.50pm The Avengers 1.15pm, 
3.30pm. 6pm. 820pm The Big 
Lebowski 10.40pm City Of 

Angels 1.10pm, 3.40pm. 620pm, 
920pm. I2midnlglit Dr Dolittie 
11.40am 1.50pm. 4pm. 6.30pm 
The Laid Girls 1220pm 3.10pm. 
5.50pm, 8.30pm, 11.10pm The 
lest Days Of Disco 1 ,30pm, 4pm. 
6.30pm 9pm. 1120pm Lock. 
Stock ft TWo Smoking Barrels 
1.40pm, 4.10pm, 6.40pm. 

9.10pm, 11.30pm Scream 2 
12.10am The Spanish Prisoner 

I , 20pm. 3.50pm, 620pcn, 

8.50pm. 1120pm Titanic 8.35pm 
The Wedding Singer 6.50pm 
Zero Effect 1.35pm. ‘4.15pm. 
9.30pm, 11.30pm. 

CINEMA 

LONDON LOCALS 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181 -896 0066) -G Park Royal 
Armageddon 220pm, 5.40pm, 
8.50pm. 11.50pm The Avengers 
5.05pm Dr Dollccle 12.30pm. 
2.30pm, 4.50pm, 6.50pm. 9.05pm, 

II, 15pm Eve's Bayou 730pm 


Gang Related 10pm. 12.20am 
Godzilla 1.30pm. 4.35pm He Got 
Game 2. TOpm. 7.10pm. 10.10pm 
The Horse Whisperer 1 ,40pm. 
5.1 5pm. 8.35pm Lode, Stock & TWo 
Smoking Barrels 1 .50pm. 4.25pm. 
7pm, 9.40pm. 12.30aiYi Lost In 
Space 12.40pm. 3.55pm. 6.40pm. 
9.25'pm Soul Food 12.10am 
Spedes II 1.10pm. 320pm. 
5.30pm. 7.40pm. 9.50pm. ^mid- 
night The X-FUes I pm, 3.45pm. 
6.30pm. 9.1 5pm. 1 1 .50pm 

BARKING 

ODEON (0161-507 8444) O Bark- 
ing Armageddon 8pm Dr Dolittie 
12.55pm, 2.40pm, 425pm. 6.10pm 
Godzilla 12.15pm. 3pm. 5.40pm 
The Horse Whisperer 1 pm, 
420pm, 7.40pm Lode. Stock ft Two 
Smoking Barrels 1 .05pm, 3.35pm, 
6.05pm. 8.40pm Lost In Space 
8.20pm Species II 12.20pm. 
225pm, 4.35pm, 6.45pm. 8.55pm 
The X-Files 12.25pm. 3.05pm. 
5.45pm. 8.40pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (0181-315 4210) O High 
■ Barnet 1- Armageddon' 1 ,45pm,, , 
, ^.50jMh? , Bprff'*arriey , s Great 
Adventure 1 2.‘05pm Dr Dolittie 
12. 10pm. 2.10pm. 4.10pm,6.)C|ppi. 
The Horae Whisperer 12.35pm, 
4.15pm. 7.45pm lick. Stock & Two 
Smoking Barrels 1 ,10pm, 3.40pm, 
6.05pm. 8.40pm Lost In Space 
8.15pm The X-Files 12.20pm. 
3pm. 5.40pm. 825pm 

RmrPMMAii 

ABC (0870 9020412) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction Armageddon phone for 
times Barney’s Great Adventure 
1220pm Dr Dolittie phone for 
times The Horae Whisperer 220pm. 
7.45pm PauBe 12.10pm Spedes n 
2.10pm. 4.30pm. 7.15pm, 9.30pm 
The X-F3es phone For times 

BEXJLEYHEATH 

C1NEWORLD (0181-303 1550) 
BR: Bexley heath Armageddon 
1 1 .45am. 2.50pm. 5pm. 6pm. 8pm, 
9.10pm. 11. 05pm The Avengers 12 
midnight Barney’s Great Adventure 
11.15am. Ipm Dr Dofittle 11am. 
12noon. 1pm, 2 pm. 3pm. 4pn. 6pm. 
8pm, 10pm, l2mid night Godzilla 
12.40pm, 3.30pm, 6.15pm. 9pm, 
11.45pm Tbe Horae Whisperer 
1 1 ,30am. 2.45pm, 6pm, Opm The 
Little Mermaid l lam Lock, Stock 
ft TWo Smoking Barrels 2.45pm. 
5.15pm, 7.35pm. 10pm, 12.25am 
Lost In Space 125pm, 4.05pm. 
6.45pm. 9.25pm. 12.10am The 
Magic Sword: Quest For Camelot 
1 0^Oam Pyaar To Hona Hi Tha 3pm 
Spedes II 12.20pm, 6.15pm. 
8.15pm, 12.15am The X-Files 
1 1 30am. 1 .50pm, 420pm. 7.05pm. 
9.45pm, 12midnlght 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (0181-315 4211) 

BR: Bromley North/Bromley South 
Armageddon 9.05pm Dr Dolittie 
1.10pm, 3.10pm. 5.05pm. 7.05pm 
The Horse Whisperer 1.30pm. 
520pm. 8.50pm The Little Mer- 
maid 12.50pm Lock, Stock ft Two 
Smoking Barrels 1 .55pm. 4.40pm. 
7.10pm. 9.50pm The X-Files 
3.15pm. 6.40pm. 9.35pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (0181-698 3306) BR: Catford. 

Dr Dofittle 12.30pm Lock. Stock 
ft TWo Smoking Barrels 2.1 5pm. 
6pm, 8.30pm Species II 1 .45pm. 
4pm. 6.30pm. 8.45pm 

CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: Croydon West/East The Horse 
Whisperer 2.15pm. 

5J0pm. 6.45pm 

FAIRFIELD HALLS (0181-688 
9291) BR: East Croydon 
Godzilla 7.30pm 

SAFARI (0181-688 3422) BR: West 
Croydon. The Avengers 12.30pm, 
2.30pm, 43Qpra. 6.30pm W Se 
10.40pm Dr Dofittle 12 noon, 2pm. 
4pm Kareeb 1 0.50pm Lock, Stock 
ft TWo Smoking Barrets 5.45pm. 
820pm Spedes II Ipm. 3.30pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm, T 045pm The X-FBes 
12noon, 2pm. 4pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090} BR: East Croydon 
Armageddon 2.05pm.' 5.20pm, 
8.40pm, 12.1 0am The Avengers 
6.50pm Dr Dofittle 1 2.45pm. 
250pm, Spm, 7.10pm. 9.30pm. 
12midnlghc Godzilla 12.30pm, 
3,30pm Tbe Horse Whisperer 
1.10pm. 4.50pm. 820pm. U.SOpm 
Lock, Stock ft TWo Smoking Bar- 
rels 1.30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 
9.1 Spm, ii.40pm Lose In Space 
12.20pm. 3.05pm. 6pm. 8.50pm 
Soul Food 12.10am Species II 
12noon, 2.10pm, 420pm, 6.40pm, 
9pm. 1 1 20pm The X-FUes 1 ,20pm. 
4.1(^>m, 7pm, 9.40pm, l2.30»n 


DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (01 81 -592 2020) 
G- Dagenham Heathway 
Armageddon 2.30pm. 5.30F»m, 
8.30pm, 9.40pm. 1 1 .30pm Dr Dofit- 
tle 1 1am, 3pm, 5pm. 7pm. 8.50pm. 
11 pm Eve’s Bayou 2pm. 7pm Gang 
Related 4.30pm, 9.30pm, 1 1 .50pm 
Godzilla 1 .15pm. 4pm. 6.50pm The 
Horae Whisperer 2. 1 Spm. 5.30pm. 
8.45pm, 12midnigh[ Lock. Stock ft 
TWo Smoking Barrels 11.45am, 
2pm. 4.15pm. 6.30pm. 9.0pm, 

1 1 .1 5pm Lost In Space 3pm. 
5.50pm. 8.40pm, 1 1 ,30pm Species 
II 2.45pm. 5pm. 7pm. 9.10pm, 
11.20pm The X-FUes 1.30pm, 
4.10pm, 6.45pm. 920pm, 12mkJnjght 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
9070719) HVO Ealing Broadway Dr 
Dofittle 2pm. 4pm The Horae 
Whisperer 1.10pm. 4.40pm, 
8.10pm The Magk Sword: Quest 
For Camelot 12.15pm Species U 

I . 50pm, 4.10pm, 6.40pm. 920pm 
• The X-Ftles 6pm, 8.50pm 

EDMONTON 

lee - '"Valley ticr.TZ 

8889907 ptpfc 
Armageddon 1120am, T.40pm, 
2.40pm, 5pm. 6pm, 8.15pm,/- 
9.20pm, 10.05pm. 11.30pm 

Barney's Great Adventure 
12.35pm Dr Dolittie 11.45am. 
12.25pm. 2pm. 3pm. 4.30pm. 
5.15pm. 7pm, 7.30pm. 9.30pm 
Eve’s Bayou 8.35pm. 11 20pm 
Gang Related 9.40pm. 12.35am 
GodzBIa 1220pm. 3.30pm. 6.40pm 
He Got Game 2.30pm. 5.40pm. 
8.50pm. 12. 1 0am The Horse 
Whisperer 12.40pm, 420pm, 8pm, 

II. 40pm The Little Mermaid 
11.30am Lock, Stock ft Two Smok- 
ing Barrels 1.10pm. 3.50pm. 
6.30pm. 9.1 Opm. 1 2midnight Lost 
In Space 2.35pm. 5.25pm The 
Magic Sword: Quest For Camelot 
11.10am. 1 20pm The Real Howard 
Spitz 3.40pm. 6.10pm Soul Food 
12.30am Spedes II 12noon, 
2.15pm. 4.45pm. 7.15pm. 9.45pm. 
12.20am The X-Flles 1pm. 4pm. 
6.50pm, 9pm, 10pm. 11.50pm 

FELTHAM 

CiN EWORLD THE MOVIES 
(0181-867 0555) BR: Feltham 
Armageddon 11.30am. 12.40pm. 
2.40pm, 5.50pm. 7.1 Opm. 9pm. 
10.10pm, 12.10am The Avengers 
11.10am, 1.10pm, 7.70pm. 

1225am Barney's Great Adventure 
10.45am Oil Se 12 noon, 2pm. 
4pm, 6pm, 8pm, 1 0pm. 1 2mkJnlgtit 
Dr Dofittle 11am, 12noon, 1pm. 
2pm. 3pm. 4pm, 5pm, 6pm, 7pm 
Godzilla 11.55am. 3pm. 6.05pm. 
9.05pm, 12.05am The Horse 
Whisperer 11.30am. 2.45pm. 
6.15pm, 9.30pm Kareeb 3.55pm 
The Little Mermaid 12 noon Lock, 
Stock & TWo Smoking Barrels 
1 2 noon, 2.30pm. 4.50pm, 7.50pm, 
9.40pm, 12mldnighr Lost hi Space 
12. 45pm, 3.45pm. 6.55pm, 

9.40pm, 12.20am The Magic 
5 word: Quest For Camelot Ham 
Maharaja l2noon, 3.15pm, 
6.30pm. 9.45pm Mr Nice Guy 
9.30pm. 11.50pm Pyaar Tb Hona 
Hi Tha 3pm. 9.10pm Spedes D 
12.20pm. 2.20pm. 4.20pm, 

6.15pm, 8.15pm. 10.15pm. 

12.1 5am The X-FUes 10.50am. 
1.30pm. 4.10pm. 6.50pm. Spm. 
9.30pm. 10.30pm, 12.10am 

FINCHLEY 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) -O East Finch ley /Finch ley 
Central Armageddon 2.10pm, 
5.20pm, 8.30pm. 11.40pm The 
Avengers 7.10pm Dr Dolittie 
12.55pm, 3pm, 5.10pm, 7.20pm. 
9.30pm, 11.30pm Godzilla 1.1 0pm, 
4pm The Horse Whisperer l .30pm. 
5.05pm, 8.45pm Lock, Stock ft Two 
Smoking Barrels 1 ,45pm. 4. 1 Opm. 
6.45pm. 9 -20pm, 12.10am Lost In 
Space 12.50pm. 3.301X0, 6.30pm, 
9.50pm Spedes II 2pm, 4.30pm. 
7pm. 9.40pm. 1 2 ,20am The X-Files 
1 pm, 3.20pm, 6.05pm. 

9.05pm, 12 midnight 

GOLDERS GREEN 
ABC (0181-455 1724) * Golden 
Green The Horse Whisperer 
12.55pm, 4.15pm, 7.45pm 

GREENWICH 

CINEMA (0181-293 0101) BR: 
GremMch7heDaytrippers11.50prri 
The Horse Whisperer 5.35pm, 
8.45pm The Last Days OF Disco 

I . 50pm, 4.20pm, 6.50pm. 9.20pm. 

I I , 50pm The X-Files 1 ,30pm. 4pm« 
6.35pm. 9.10pm, 1 1.45pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-9020413) & Belsize 
Park Dr Dofittle 1.15pm. 3.20pm 
Fbna-B1 1 .40pm, 3.55pm, 6.10pm. 
8.30pm The Horse Whisperer 
72.30pm. 4pm. 7.35pm The Xjttes 
5.25 pm, 8.15pm 
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ARROW 

SAFARI CINEMA (0181-4260303} 
G Harrow-on-the-Hill/Harrow fit 
Wealds tone Ml Se 1.30pm. 5pm. 
8.45pm Major Saab 8.4Spm 


WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009} 0- 'Harrow on the Hill 
Armageddon 1.30pm, 4.50pm, 
8.10pm. 11.30pm The Avengers 
7.30pm Dr Doiittle 11.30am. 
1.30pm, 3.30pm. 5.30pm 

Godzilla 1.20pm, 4.0Spm The 
Horse Whisperer 1 .40pm. 5 JOpm. 
8.50pm Lock, Stock 6 1too 
Smoking Barrels 1 1 .45am, 
2.15pm. 4.40pm. 7.20pm. 9.45pm. 
1 2 mid night lost In Space 1 2. 1 0pm. 
2.50pm, 5.35pm. 8.30pm. 1 1 . 1 5pm 
Species II 12 noon, 2.15pm, 
4.30pm. 6.45pm. 9pm. 11.20pm 
The X-Files 12.50pm. 3.40pm. 
6.30pm. 9.20pm. 11.50pm Zero 
Effect 9 30pm. 11.55pm 


ILFORD 

ODEON {0181-315 4223} -e Gants 
Hill Armageddon 7.50pm Barney's 
Great Adventure 12.1 5pm Dr 
DoGttle 1 1 .50am. 1.50pm. 3.50pm. 
5.55pm The Horse Whisperer 
12.40pm. 4.10pm. 7.4Qpm Lock, 
Stock fi Two Smoking Barrels 
12.10pm. 3pm. 5.40pmm. 8.30pm 
Species II 2.10pm. 4.20pm. 
6.30pm. 8.40pm The X-Files 
12.10pm. 3pm. 5.40pm. 8.30pm 


KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-3020409) 
BR: Kingston The Horse 

Whisperer 2.10pm. 7.20pm Lock, 
Stock & Two Smoking Barrels 
1.05pm. 3.30pm, 6pm. 8.25pm 


MUSWELLH1LL 

ODEON (0181-315 4217) 

G Highgate Armageddon 8.05pm 
Dr Dofittfe 1.15pm, 2.55pm. 
4.3Spm. 6.15pm The Horse 
Whisperer 1 2.50pm. 4.10pm, 
7.40pm The Magic Sword: Quest 
For Camelot 1 2.20pm The X-Files 
2.10pm, 5.50pm. 8.30pm 


PECKHAM 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) BR: 
Beckham Rye Armageddon 5. 1 5pm. 
8.15pm. 11.15pm Dr Doiittle 

I. 45pm. 3.30pm Eve’s Bayou 

II. 50pm Gang Related ^mid- 
night Godzilla 2.40pm He Got 
Game 2.35pm. 5.35pm. 8.30pm. 
11.35pm The Horse Whisperer 
2.05pm. 5.25pm. 8.45pm Lock, 
Stock & 7Vvo Smoking Barrels 
4.35pm, 7pm. S.25pm. 11.55pm 
Species II 5.15pm. 7.25pm. 
9.30pm. 11.45pm The X-RIes 
1 ,45pm, 4.15pm. 6.45pm. 9.1 5pm 


PURLEY 

ABC (0870-9020407) BR: Purfey 
Lock, Stock fir Two Smoking 
Barrels 2.40pm. 5.40pm. 8.30pm 
Species II 1.40pm. 3.55pm. 
6.10pm. 8.35pm 


PUTNEY 

ABC (0870 9020401) G Putney 
Bridge. BR: Putney. The Horse 
Whisperer 1.45pm. 5.15pm, 

8.45pm Lock, Stock & TWo Smok- 
ing Barrels 2.15pm. 4.45pm. 
7.15pm. 9.45pm 


RICHMOND 

ODEON (OlfiI-315 4218) BR/O- 
Richmond The Horse Whisperer 
1 pm. 4.30pm. 8.10pm Lock, Stock 
& IWo Smoking Barrels 1 .40pm. 
4.10pm. 6.40pm. 9.30pm The 
X-Files 12.10pm, 3.10pm. 

6.10pm. 9.10pm 


ODEON STUDIO (01 81 -31 5 421 8) 
BR/€F Richmond Armageddon 
1.40pm. 5.20pm. 8.30pm Dr 
Doiittle 2pm. 4.10pm, 7pm The 
Land Girls 1.10pm. 3.40pm. 
6.40pm. 9.20pm The Little 
Mermaid 1pm Lost In Space 
8.50pm The Spanish Prisoner 3pm. _ 
6.20pm. 9pm 


ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-9020419) BR: Romford. 
Dr Doiittle 4.30pm. 6.25pm Lock, 
Stock & Two Smoking Barrels 
2.10pm. 5.50pm. 8.35pm 

Species II 1.55pm. 4.10pm. 
6.20pm. 8.45pm The X-Flles 
1 ,50pm, 8.20pm 


ODEON LIBERTY 2 (01708- 
729040) BR: Romford Armageddon 
1.50pm. 5.30pm. 8.50pm 
Barney’s Great Adventure 
12.10pm Dr Doiittle 12.25pm. 
2.30pm. 4.40pm. 6.40pm. 8.45pm 
Dunston Checks In 10.20am 
Godzilla 12 15pm. 3.05pm Home 
Alone 3 10.20am The Horse 
Whisperer 12.50pm. 4.30pm. 8pm 
The Little Mermaid 12.05pm 
Lock. Stock fi Two Smoking Bar- 
rels 1pm. 3.30pm. 6pm, 8.30pm 
Lost In Space 12.50pm. 3.40pm. 
6.25pm, 9.15pm The Magic 
Sword: Quest For Camelot 1 1 am 
MouseHunt 10.20am Species II 
1.45pm. 3.50pm. 6pm, 8.30pm 
Star Kid 10.20am The X-Flles 
12. 50pm. 3.15pm. 6.05pm, 

6.15pm. 8.40pm. 9pm 


The Horse Whisperer 12.30pm. 
4.10pm. 8pm The Little Mermaid 
11.45am Lock, Stock & TWo 
Smoking Barrels 12.40pm. 3pm. 
5.30pm. 7.50pm The X-Flles 
1.40pm. 4.20pm. 7pm, 9.40pm 


ST RA TFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) 

BR/e Stratford East Dr Dofittfe 
1.30pm, 3.20pm. 5.10pm He Got 
Game 1.15pm, 4pm. 6.45pm. 
9.30pm The Horse Whisperer 
2.15pm. 5.35pm. 8.55pm Lock, 
Stock & Two Smoking Barrels 
2.30pm, 5pm, 7.30pm. 9.55pm 
The X-Files 7pm. 9.40pm 


HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (0181-315 4213) 

G Holloway Road/Archway 
Armageddon 2.25pm. 6pm. 
9. 1 0pm Barney's Great Adventure 
12.45pm Dr Doiittle 1.35pm. 
3.45pm. 6.05pm. 8.10pm Eve’s 
Bayou 10.15pm He Got Game 
1.55pm. 4.30pm. 7.05pm. 9.40pm 
The Horse Whisperer 2.05pm. 
5.30pm, 8.55pm The Little 
Mermaid 1 1 .50am Lock. 5 cock fi 
7\no Smoking Barrels 12.05pm. 
2.30pm. 4.55pm. 7.30pm. 9.55pm 
Lost In Space 11.1 0am The 
Magic Sword: Quest For Camelot 
12.15pm The Real Howard Spitz 
1.25pm. 3.40pm. 5.50pm, 8pm. 
10.10pm Species II .1.15pm, 
3.25pm. 5.45pm, 7.55pm The 
X-Files 1.40pm. 4.20pm. 7pm. 
9.35pm 


SUTTON 

UC! 6 (0990-888990) BR: 

Sutton/O Morden Armageddon 
2.30pm. 5.45pm. 9pm. 12.05am 
Barney’s Great Adventure 1 1 am Dr 
' DoQttle 1 1 .45am. 1 ,45pm. 3.45pm. 
6.15pm Godzilla 12.30pm The 
Horse Whisperer 1.30pm. 5pm. 
8.30pm The Little Mermaid 
12.1 5pm Lock. Stock fir Two Smok- 
ing Barrels 1.1 5pm. 4pm. 6.45pm. 
9,30pm. 12.15am Lost In Space 
8.45pm The Magic Sword: Quest 
For Camelot 1 1 .30am Species n 
2.15pm. 4.45pm. 7pm. 12.30am 
The X-Flles 3.30pm. 6.30pm. 
9.15pm. 1 1.50pm 


TURNPIKE LANE 
CORONET (0181-888 2519) 

O Turn pike Lane. Dr Doiittle phone 
for dmes Lock, Stock & TWo Smok- 
ing Barrels 4pm. 6.1 Spin. 8.35pm 
Spedes H 4.1 5pm. 6.30pm. 8.50pm 


SURREY QUAYS 
ua (0990 888990) « Surrey Quays 
Armageddon 1 1 .30am, 3pm. 
6.15pm. 9.30pm The Avengers 
11pm Dr Doiittle 12.10pm. 
2.15pm. 5.05pm. 8pm Godzilla 
12.45pm. 4pm He Got Game 
11.45am. 2.45pm. 5.45pm. 9pm 
The Horse Whisperer 1.30pm, 
5.05pm, 8.45pm The Little 
Mermaid 12.15pm Lock, Stock fi 
Two Smoking Barrels 12.30pm. 
3.15pm. 4pm. 6pm. 6.30pm. 
8.30pm, 9:15pm. 11.15pm. 

11 .45pm Lose kt Space 1.15pm The 
Magic Sword: Quest For Camelot 
11.45am The Spanish Prisoner 
7pm, 10pm Spedes II 2.0Spm. 
4.45pm, 7.15pm, 9.45pm 

The X-FIles 2.30pm. 5.30pm. 
8.15pm. 11.30pm 


UXBRIDGE 

ODEON f 01895-813139 ) 

G Uxbridge Dr Doiittle 1 .40pm. 
3.55pm The Horse Whisperer 
1.25pm. 4.S0pmm, 8.20pm The 
X-Flles 6.25pm. 9.05pm 


WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-9020424) ^ Waltham - 
srow Central Dr Dofittfe 1 .20pm. 
3.20pm Lock, Stock fi Two 
Smoking Barrels 1 .1 0pm. 3.35pm. 
5.55pm. 8 .25pm Species It 2.05pm. 
4.10pm. 6.20pm. 8.35pm The 
X-FHes 5.25pm, 8.05pm 


WALTON ON THAMES 
THESCRSN AT WALTON (01932- 
252825) BR: Walton on Thames 
Dr Doiittle 2.20pm The Horse 
Whisperer 4.1 5pm. 7.40pm 
The Land Girls 3.10pm. 
6.10pm, 8.30pm 


WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351) 

BR: Eltham Dr Doflttie phone for 
times Lock, Stock fi Two Smoking 
Barrels 4pm. 6.15pm, 8.35pm 


WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (0181-315 4222) 
BR/O Wlmbledon/O South 
Wimbledon Armageddon 8pm. 
1 1 ,05pm Barney’s Great Adventure 
11.20am Dr Doiittle 11.20am, 
1.20pm, 3.20pm. 5.20pm 
Godzilla 12.05pm The Horse 
Whisperer 1pm, 4.15pm. 7.45pm 
The Little Mermaid 1 1 .45am Lock. 
Stock fi Two Smoking. Barrels 

I. 30pm. 3.50pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm. 

II. 15pm Lost In Space 1.25pm 
Species M 3.45pm. 6.25pm. 
8.45pm. II. 1 5pm The X-Files 
2.50pm. 5.40pm. 8.30pm. 1 1 .1 5pm 


CINEMA 


REPERTORY 


LONDON 

THE LUX Hoxton Square N1 
(0171-684 0201) Thkahito limura 
Film Programme I: A Dance 
Party In The Kingdom Of Ulllput 
(NQ 9pm 


NFT South Bank SE1 (0171-633 
0274/cc 928 3232) The Great 
Ziegfekl: Friday Favourite (NC) 
2pm Panic: Jullen Duvhrier (NC) 
6.15pm Kluce (15) 6.20pm Mamie 
(NC) 7.30pm The Maelstrom Of 
Paris: Jullen Duviv4er{NC) 8.30pm 
Sliding Doors (15) 8.45pm 


PEPSI JMAX The I rocaOero. 
Piccadilly Circus W1 (0171-494 
4153) Across The Sea Of Time - 
A New Ybrk Adventure (3-D) (U) 
10.45am. 12.50pm. 2.55pm. 
5.10pm. 7.15pm. 9.20pm L5 - 
Gty In Space j[U) 1 1 .55am. 2pm, 
6.20pm. 8.25pm. 10.30pm Everest 
(U) 4.05pm 


PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place 
WC2 (01 71 -437 8181 ) Deep Impact 
(12) 8.45pm 


RIVERSIDE STUDIOS Crisp Road 
W6 9 (0181-237 1111/ce 420 
0100) Fargo (18) 6.45pm + -The Big 
Lebowskl 8.45pm 


WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street (0181-568 1176) The Land 
Girls (12) 1.30pm. 5pm. 9pm 
Dance OF The Wind (U) 7pm 


SIDCUP 

ABC (0541-555131) BR: Sidcup 
Dr Doiittle 12.40pm The Horse 
Whisperer 2.30pm. 7.40pm 

Spedes II 1 ,45pm, 4pm. 
6.30pm. 8.45pm 


BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK'S CINEMA 
(01273-626261) Eve’s Bayou (15) 
2pm. 7pm Le Bossu (IS) 4.15pm. 
9.15pm 


STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-9070717) BR: 
Crickfewood Armageddon 8.30pm. 
1 1 .45pm Barney’s Great Adventure 
1 2 30pm. Dr Dolitde 2pm. 4pm. 
6pm Gang Related 1 1 .30pm He Got 
Game 1.30pm, 4.45pm, 8.15pm. 
1 1 pm The Horse Whisperer 
1 . 1 0pm. 4.30pm. 8pm Lock. Stock 
fi Two Smoking Barrels 2.20pm, 
4.30pm. 7pm, 9.20pm. 1 2midrtghc 
Lost In Space 12.15pm The 
Magic Sword: Quest For Camelot 
1 2 noon Species II 1pm. 3.30pm. 
6.15pm. 8.45pm. 11.30pm The 
X-Flles 3.15pm. 6.10pm. 9pm. 
1 2midnlght 


BRISTOL 

WATERSHED (0117-9253845) The 
Last Days Of Disco (15) 6.05pm. 
8.35pm The Spanish Prisoner 
(PG) 3.25pm 


CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) 
Day For Night (NC) 3pm The 
Horse Whisperer (PG) 
5. 1 5pm, 8.30pm 


CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) Career Girls (15)6.1 5pm 
The Spanish Prisoner (PG) 7.30pm 


STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-9020415) BR: 
Streatham Hill Armageddon 
4.35pm. 7.45pm Dr Doiittle 
1 ,45pm Eve's Bayou 8.30pm Lost 
In Space I -30pm The (Seal Howard 
Spitz 4.1 5pm. 6.20pm Spedes II 
2pm, 4.25pm, 6.35pm. 8.45pm 


CHICHESTER 

NEW RARK FILM CENTRE (01243- 
766650) The Avengers (12) 
6.30pm 


ODEON (0181-315 42 T9) BR: 
S treat ham Hill'O Brixton/Clapham 
Common Armageddon 8.25pm 
Barney’s Great Adventure 1 2 noon 
Dr Doiittle 12.30pm, 2.25pm. 
4.25pm, 6.25pm He Got Game 
1 .25pm. 4.10pm. 6.55pm. 9.40pm 


NORWICH 

CINEMA OTY (01603-622047) 
Kurt fi Courtney (15) 11.15pm 
Love And Death On Long Island 
(15) 5.45pm The Scariet Hide (12) 
8.15pm 


putmouth 

PLYMOUTH ARTS CENTRE 
(01 752-2061 1 4) The Apostle (12) 
6pm, 9pm 


THEATRE 

WEST END 


Ticket availability details are for to- 
day: times and prices for the week; 
running times indude fnterals. 1 — 
Sears at all prices 1 — Seats at some 
prices O — Returns only Matinees 
— I1J: Sun. 13]: Tue. (4): Wed. (5J: 
Thu. [6|: Fri. [7]: Sat 


O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Webber's 
Gothic musical. Her Majesty's 
Haymarket. SWI (0171-494 540CVcc 
344 4444] G PicC arc Mon-Sat 
7.45pm, (4J[7] 3pm. E10-E35. 
150 mins. 


o ART Slaty Beach, David Dubes, 
George Wendt in Tfesmina Reza’s 
comerfy about art. and frie n dship. 
Wyndham’s Charing Cross Road. 
WC2 (0171-369 1736/cc 867 1 1 1 1) 
G Lelc Sq. Tue-Sat 8pm, 14] 3pm, 
(7ffl / 5pm. E9J0-E27.50. 90 mins. 


• BEAUTY TIE BEAST Lav- 
ish family musical based on 
Disney’s cartoon version of the 
favourite fairy tale. Dominion 
Tottenham Court Road, Wl (0171- 
656 1 888) e TotC Ct Rd. Mon-Wed. 
Fri & Sac 7.30pm. [4J. (5H7I 
2.30pm. £18.50- £3 5. 150 mins. 


• BLOOD BROTHERS WOly 
Russell’s musical melodrama. 
Phoenbc Charing Cross Road, WC2 
(0171 -369 1 733) G Ldc Sq. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm, ]5] 3pm. p] 4pm. 
El 0.50- £29. 50. 165 mins. 


• BUDDY Musical biogshow 
tracing the brief life of Buddy Holly. 
Strand Aldwych. WC2 {0171-930 
8800) G Covent Garden/Charing X. 
Tue-Thu 8pm, Fri 5.30pm 6 830pm, 
Sat 5pm fi 8.30pm. mats Sun 4pm, 
£6.75-£30. 160 mins. 


ICAI5 Iiqyd Webber's musical ver- 
sion of TS Eliot’s poems. New Lon- 
don Barker Street. WC2 (0171-405 
0072/CC 404 4079) G Covent Gar- 
den /Ho 1 t>o m. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
13JJ7) 3pm, £1230-£35. 1 65 mins. 


O CHICAGO Ruthie Benshall stars 
In this hit Broadway musical. 
Adelphi Malden Lane. WC2 (0171- 
344 0055) G Charing X Mon-Sat 
8pm, [4][7] 2.30pm. £16-£36 
(incl booking fee). 1 30 mins. 


k CLOSER Superb study of 
contemporary sexual relationships 
from Dealer’s Choice autborftitriek 
Maxber. lyric Shaftesbury Avenue. 
W1 (0171-494 5045) G Pkx Ore. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 14) (7} 3pm. 
£7.50-£27.S0. 140 mins. 


• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGB>) ReducedSbatespeare 
Company fast-forward through 
37 plays. Criterion Piccadilly arcus. 
W1 (0171-369 1747) G Picc Ore. 
Wted-Sac 8pm. (5{ 3pm. (7{ 5pm. 
Sun 4pm, E9.50-E20. 1 20 mins. 


• DR DOLTTTUE Phillip Schofield 
talks to die animals in this new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim 
Henson Puppets. Labact’s Apollo 
Hammersmith Queen Caroline 
Street. W6 (0171-416 6022) 
G Hammersmith. Tue-Sat 7.30pm, 
[4J. [51(7] 2.30pm, £10-£32.50. 
150 mins. 


k GREASE Marissa Dunlop stars in 

Ihe stage version of the hit fflm. Cam- 
bridge Earlham Street. WC2 (0171- 
494 5080) -©• Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. ]4J[7] 3pm, 
£10- £30. 150 mins. 


• THE HONEST WHORE 

MkWrtnnanri D ekfcprt icnllflhfiratiwe 
melodrama. The Globe New Globe 
Walk. SE1 (0171-401 9919) 
-e-London Bridge. In rep. today 2pm. 
ends 18 Sept. £5-£20, cones 
available. 


# AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 
pher Cazeocrve and SwvumaK-Ybrk 
m Peter Halfc acclaimed production 
of Wilde’s comedy. Theatre Royal, 
Haymarket Haymarket. SW1 
(01 7 1 -930 8800) G Pkx Ore. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [5| 3pm. [7] 4pm. 
E7.50-E29.50. 165 mins. 


O DIVAS AT THE DONMAR - 
1MELDA STAUNTON fi HER BIG 
HAND Acclaimed actress backed by 
a ten-piece band. Donmar 
Warehouse Earlham Street. WC2 
(0171-369 1732) G Covent Garden. 
4 Sept 8. 1 5pm. 5 SepL 6pm & 9pm. 
E15-E25. 


• AN INSPECTOR CALLS 
Stephen DaWry’s widely-acclaimed 
production of JB Priestley's thriller 
Garrick Charing Cross Road. WC2 
(0171-494 5085) G LeiC Sq. 
Mon-Fri 7.45pm. Sat 8.15pm. [4] 
2.30pm. (71 5pm. £I0.50-£25. 
110 mins. 


THEATRE 


» JUICY BUS Sexy look at the lives 
of a selection of twentysomethings. 
Lyric Hammersmith King Street. W6 
(0181-741 231 1)4* Hammersmith. 
Moo-Sat 7.30pm. [7] 2.30pm, ends 
12 Septt. E5-E14. 


• THE LADY BOYS OF 
BANGKOK Cabaret performance, 
featuring stunning female imper- 
sonators. Queen’s Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. W1 (0171-494 5590/cc 344 
4444) G Picc Grc. Mon-Tue & Thu 
Bpm. Wed. Fri & Sat 6pm & 8.45pm, 
ends 26 Sept. E10.50-E30. 110 
mins. 


• A LETTER OF RESIGNATION 

Hugh Whltemore's play about the 
Profumo affair and political 
morality. Savoy Strand, WC2 
(0171-836 8888/cc 836 0479) 
6 Charing X/EmbankmenL Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. )4 1 3pm. [7J 4pm. £12.50- 
£25. 135 mins. 


• LOOT Acclaimed revival of Joe 
Orton's comedy Vaudeville Strand. 
WC2 (01 71-836 9987) BR/GQrar- 
ing X. Mon-Sat 8pm, ]4] 3pm. ]7] 
4pm. £8-£25. 110 mins. 


THEATRE 


» A MAD WORLD MY MASTERS 

ftftddleton's comic look at London 
low-life in the 17 th century. The 
Globe New Globe Walk. SE1 (0171- 
401 991 9) O London Bridge. In nep, 
tonight 7.30pm. ends 1 9 Sept. €5- 
£20. cones available. 


Countrywide 


• MAJOR BARBARA Jemma 
Redgrave and Peter Bowles star: 
Piccadilly Denman Street. W1 
(01 71 -369 1 734) G Picc Ore. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm, IS] 2.30pm. [7] 3pm. 
E8.50-E27.50. 180 mins. 


» A MIDSUMMER NIGHTS 
DREAM Classic tale of love and 
confusion. Open Air Regent's Park, 
NW1 (0171-486 2431/cc 4861933) 
G Baker Street. Tonight 6pm. aids 
5 Sept. £8- £20. 1 65 mins. 


. > LE5 Ml SE RABIES Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo’s 
masterpiece. Palace Shaftesbury 
Avenue. Wl (0171-434 0909) 
O Picc CJic Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5117] 
2.30pm. £7-£35. 195 mins. 


• MISS SAIGON Muacalwhichxe- 
sets the Madame Butterfly tragedy 
to Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street, WC2 (0171- 
494 5060) ■©■ Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [4j(7| 3 pm, E5.75-E35. 
1 65 mins. 


• THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie’s whodunnit St Martin's 
West Street. WC2 (0171-836 1443) 
G Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. [3] 
2.45pm, [7] 5pm. E9-E23. 1 35 mins. 


Ftpct C. AT.!,. LAST CALL 


• PH ED RE Diana Rigg stars in 
Poet Laureate Ted Hughes's new 
translation of Racine's tragedy. 
Albery St Martin's Lane. WC2 
(0171-369 1730/cc 867 1111) 
G Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, J7] 
3pm. 9 SepL 7pm. £5-£29.50. 


• POPCORN Lawrence Boswell 
directs Ben Elton's satire on cinema 
violence. Apollo Shaftesbury Avenue. 
Wl (01 71-494 5070) G Picc 
Ore. Mon-Sat 8pm. [4] 3pm. 17] 
4pm. ends 12 SepL E6.50-E23.50. 
150 mins. 


First Can 

UMBERLAKE Vfertenbaker*s Our Country’s Good 
explores what happened when a group of English 
convicts in 18 th-century Australia were asked to 
celebrate the King's birthday with a staging of George 
Ehrquhar’s Restoration comedy The Recruiting 
Officer. Unfortunately, the production depended on a 
largely illiterate cast and a leading lady feeing the 
gallows. Max Stafford-dark directs Wertenbaker’s play 
after winning the Olivier Play of the Year award for his 
production of it at the Royal Court in 1988. 

The Young Vic, 66 The Cut London SEl (0171-928 63631 

fhml0Septto24O<±Nationdltowrbegm83Nao 


• THE REAL INSPECTOR 
HOUND « BLACK COMEDY 

Double bill of drama from Tbm 
Stoppard and Peter Schaffer; tfirect- 
ed by Gregory Dofan. ^omedy 
Panton StreeL SWI (01 71-369 
1 731 )■» Picc Orc/teicSq. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm, [4}[7] 3pm. E7.5O-E27.50. 
165 mins. 


I RENT Musical inspired fay La 
Bohtene and set in modern-dry New 
York. Shaftesbury Shaftesbury 
Avenue. WC2 (0171-379 5399] 
& HolbonvToct a Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. 14](7] 3pm, £12.50- 
£32.50. 160 mins. 


Last Call 

rrs NOT OFTEN that a hit single comes back to haunt a 
good band. Annoyingly for Tbe Jungle Brothers (right), 
their seminal dance and hip hop crossover “Rock Da 
House” has relegated them to a nowhere land between 

the two genres. However their recent album showed that 

they deserve to betaken as seriously as other poppy hip 
hop acts such as Run DMC. And the Eighties* nostalgia 
fed should see them emerge from a decade of obscurity. 
Riverside, 57-5 9 Melbourne St, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
(0191-261 4386) 21 Oct 


ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 
O OLIVIER: Oklahoma! Classic 
musical from Rodgers and Ham- 
merstein, featuring the song Oh 
What A Beautiful MorniTt. Mon-Sat 
7.1 5pm. mats Wed & Sat 2pm. ends 
3 OcL 190 mins. 


OSATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 
1970s musical featuring legendary 
songs and three new tracks by the 
Bee Gees and starring Adam Garda. 
London Palladium Argyll Street. Wl 
(0171-494 5020) «■ Oxford Grc. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (4|[7j 2.30pm. 
£10-£32.50. 


BRIGHTON 

THEATRE ROYAL And Then There 
Were None Agatha Christie's 

wf n{ ^l»w ui lm ^ iTmitqftn »Rlrth Marino 

4-5 SepL 7.45pm. mat 5 SepL 4pm. 
£7.50-£1 4.50. cones available. Bond 
Street (01273-328488) 


•SHOW BOAT Jerome Eers and 
OjCnrH i i n iii H i ii trirfn nnni rnl tm 
the Mississippi. Prince Edward Old 
Compton StreeL Wl (0171-447 
5400) e- Leic Sq/Tott Ct Rd. Mon- 
Sat 730pm. [51(71 2.30pm. £10- 
£35. 180 mins. 


BROMLEY 

CHURCHILL THEATRE Annie 
Rags-to-riches story of the 
nauseating orphan. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm, mats Thu 6 Sat 2.30pm, 
ends 12 Sept. E12-S19.SO. cones 
available. High Street 
(0181-460 6677) 


• SMOKEY JOE’S CAFE - THE 
SONGS OF LEIBER AND 
STOLLBt The cocfrnVoD bit-makers 
- celebrated in a musical revue that 
indudes Jodhouse Rock. Prince of 
Wales Coventry Street VJ1 (0771- 
839 5972) -e LHc Sq/Pfcc Grc Mon- 
Thu 8pm. Fri 5.45pm fi 8.30pm. Sat 
3pm 6 8pm. £1 5- £32.50, Fri mats 
£10-£25. 135 mins. 


CHICHESTER 

CHICHESTER FESTIVAL 
THEATRE Chimes At Midnight 
Simon CaDow stars as Fblstaff in 
Orson Welles's adaptation of the 
Henry IWHemy V plays. Mon-Sac 
7.30pm. macs Thu fi Sac 2.30pm. 
ends 9 Sept. £6.50-£25. Oaklands 
Park (01243-781312) 


MINERVA STUDIO THEATRE 
Song Of Singapore Issy Van 
Randwyck stars in this musical 
comed|y set in 1940s Sngapore. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. mats Thu & Sat 
2.45pm. ends 12 Sept £10-£1730. 
Oaklands Hark (01243-781312) 


• STARLIGHT EXPRESS 
Andrew Lloyd Webber's hi-tech 
roller-musicaL Apollo Victoria 
WDoon Rbad, SWT (0171-416 6070) 
BR/O Victoria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
(3)[71 3pm, E12.50-E30. 150 mins. 


I THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE Be-, 
dnda Lang stars in Alan /tyckbourn's 
comedy. Duchess Catherine Street, 
WC2 (01 71-494 5075/C c 344 4444) 
OCovent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
[5|(7] 3pm. £15-07.50. 140 mins. 


COLCHESTER 

MERCURY THEATRE Up On The 
Roof Musical comedy about a group 
of former students who meet every 
five years to catch up on each others 
lives. Mon-Wed 7.30pm. Thu-Sat 
8pm, mats Thu 3pm, Sat 4pm. ends 
5 Sept. E6.50-E1530. cones avail- 
able. Balkeme Gate (01206-573948) 


• VIA DOLOROSA David Hare 
writes and performs this mediation 
on a trip to Israel and Palestine. 
Royal Court (at the Duke Of 
York's) St Martin's Lane. WC2 
(0171-565 5000) O Leic Sq/Char- 
mg X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 8 Sept. 
7pm. ends 3 Oct. £5-£25. 


GUILDFORD 

ELECTRIC THEATRE Organised 
Chaos Hysterical look at the 
thoroughly modern girL 3-5 SepL 
7.30pm. £6. cones £5. Onslow 
Street (01483-444789) 


O WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Lloyd Webber’s new musical based 
on the film of the same name about 
two dnldrai who mistake an escaped 
convict for Jesus. Aldwych Alwych. 
WO 101 71-41 6 6000/cc 836 2428) 
G-Hoibom. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, J5)[71 
3pm. £10-£32.50. 120 mins. 


YVONNE ARNAUD THEATRE Good 
Grief Penelope Keith is 
directed by Ned Shenin in the stage 
adaptation of Keith Waterhouses 
novel studying the grieving process^ 
Mon-Thu 7.45pm. Fri-Sat'Bpm. 
mats Thu fi Sat 2.30pm, ends 12 
SepL £1 0-E21 .50. cones available. 
Milibrook (01483-440000) 


• THE WOMAN IN BLACK 

Susan Hal’s chilling ghost story. 
Fortune Russell Street. WC2 
(0171-836 2238/cc 344 4444) 
G- Covent Garden/Hotoom. Mon-Sat 
8pm, )3J 3pm. (7( 4pm, £8.50- 
£23.50. 110 mins. 


MALVERN 

MALVERN FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Alarms And Excursions Michael 
Frayn's comedy about a dinner 
party which is interrupted by 
mysterious messages stars fidicity 
Kendal and Jose Lawrence. 4-5 
SepL Bpm. £1 2-£1 8, cones avertable. 
Grange Road (01684-892277) 


beyond The West end 


LONDON 

ALMEIDA THEATRE The Play 
About The Baby Edward Albee’s 
new play which explores the 
relationships between four people. 
Mon-Sac 7.30pm. mats Sat 3pm. 
ends 10 Oct. E9.50-E19.50. cones 
available. Almeida Street, N1 
(0171-359 4404) G Angel. 


NEWBURY 

WATERMILL THEATRE The 
Government Inspector Gogol’s tale 
of corruption and greed in 1860 s 
Wessex. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, mats 
Thu fi Sat 2.30pm. ends 3 Oct. 
£6-£l5. cones available. Bagnor 
(01 635-46044) 


NORWICH 

MADDERMARKET THEATRE The 
Play’s The Thing PG flbdehouse’s 
comedy. 4-5 Sept. 7.30pm. 
E4-E6.50. St Johns Alley 
(01603-620917) 


JERMYN STREET THEATRE 
Gloomy Sunday: Three Miracles In 
The Life Of A Careless Trapeze 
Artist flamy and moving account of 
the life of controversial blues 
composer Rudi Seress. Mon-Sac 
7.30pm. mats Sac fi Sun 4pm. 
ends 12 Sept. £15. cones £10. 
Jermyn StreeL SWI (0171-287 
2875) G Piccadilly Circus. 


THEATRE ROYAL Joseph And 
The Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat Tim Rice and Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s musical version of 
the Bible story 4-5 SepL 2.30pm fi 
7.30pm. £3-£18.5Q. Theatre Street 
(01603^630000) 


RJVERStDE STUDIOS The African 
Company Presents Richard 111 
Drama exploring the struggles of a 
blade theatre company in a racist 
USA. Mon-Sat 7,45pm. mats Sun 
3pm, ends 26 Sept. £1 0. cones £6. 
Crisp Road. W6 (0181-237 1111) 
G Hammersmith. 


OXFORD 

PLAYHOUSE THEATRE The Gift 
Angela De Castro’s exploration 
through downing of love and loss. 4- 
5 Sept 8pm. £6.50-£1 3. Beaumont 
Street (01865-798600) 


PLYMOUTH 

THEATRE ROYAL Oliver Cameron 
Mackintosh’s spectacular musical 
about life in Dickensian London. 
Mon-Sac 7.30pm. mats Thu & Sac 
2.30pm. ends 1 2 SepL £1 2.50-00. 
cones available. Royal Parade South 
(01752-267222) 


BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL Our Country’s 
Good Study °f the dvQising power 
of language, written by Hmberlahe 
WartenbtUEr and performed by Out 
Of Joint 4-5 Sept. 2.30pm. £8- 
£20.50. St Johns Place (01225- 
448844/cc 448861) 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
THE OTHER PLACE Shadows: 
Riders To The Sea A The Shadow 
of The Glen fi Purgatory Hipte-Ml 
of drama by WB Yeats and JM 
Synge. Last perf, tonight 7.30pm. 
£12-£19. Southern Lane 
(01789-295623) 


USTINOV STUDIO AT THE 
THEATRE ROYAL Desdemona - A 
Play About A Handkerchief Sophie 
Walker stars in Paula Vogel's study 
of this tragic character 4-5 Sept. 
8pm, mat 5 SepL 3pm. £1 1 . cones 
£9. Sawdose (01225-448844) 


SWAN THEATRE The Two 
Gentlemen Of Verona 
Shakespeare's witty comedy is 
directed by Edward Hall. Tonight 
7.30pm, ends 5 Sept. E5-E31 . Wa- 
terside (01789-295623) 


BOURNEMOUTH 
PAVILION THEATRE Grease Luke 
Goss stars in the stage version of the 
hit Sim. Mon-Sac 8pm, mats Wed 
& Sat 2.30pm. E15-E19.50. cones 
available. Westover Road 
(01202-456456) 


SWINDON 

WYVERN THEATRE Suspicions 
New thriller of disappearance and 
adultery from NJ Crisp. 4-5 Sept. 
7.30pm. £8.50-£9.S0. cones 
available. Theatre Square 
(01793-524481) 


FIHt THEATRE See How They Run 
Philip King's farce about mistaken 
identities. Mon-Tue. Thu-Sat Bpm. 
Wed & Sat 5.30pm fi 8.40pm. 
El 0.50-El 2.50. cones available. 
Pier Approach (01202-456456) 


WATFORD 

PALACE THEATRE Dead Funny 
Caroline Queotin directs T^rry John- 
son's comedy about a married 
cotarie and the husband’s obsesssion 
with dead comedians. From 4 Sept. 
Mon-Thu 7.45pm. Fri-Set 8pm. 
ends 26 SepL £4-£ 1 5.75. cones £4- 
£9,50. Clarendon Road 
(01923-225671) 


BRISTOL 

THEATRE ROYAL How The Other 
Half Loves Alan Ayckbourn’s 
comedy of modern manners. Mon- 
Wed 7.30pm. Thu-Sat Bpm. mats 
Thu fi Sat 2.30pm. ends 3 Ocl £3- 
£1 9. King Street (01 1 7-987 7877) 


WINDSOR 

THEATRE ROYAL Amadeus ftster 
Shaffer’s engrossing play inspired fay 
the music of Mozart Mon-Sat 8pm. 
mats Thu 2.30pm, Sal 4.45pm, ends 
12 SepL £5-£20, cones available. 
Thames Street (01753-853888) 
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Exhibitions Classical 


BRIGHTON 

BRIGHTON MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY Disasters Of War: 
CaJIot, Goya, Dix Selections from 
three artists’ war etchings. Mon, 
Tue. Thu-Sat 1 0am- 5pm, Sun 2 pm- 
5pm. ends 4 Oct. free. Church 
Street (01273-290900) 


BRISTOL 

ARNOLHNI Udomsak Krteanamis 
And Peter Dole Work by the two 
widely exhibited artists. Mon-Sat 
10am-7pm.Sun 12noon-6pm. ends 
18 Ocl free. Narrow Quay (01 17- 
929 9191) 


CAMBRIDGE 

FITZWILLIAM MUSEUM 
Pferre-ttoseph Redouce 1758-1840 
Featuring 36 pieces by the Dower 
painter. Ends 13 Sept . Tree. 
William Blake: The Book Of Job 
Pages from Blake's book with other 
examples of his iDustration. Ends 
25 Oct. 

Four American Painters: 
Franken thaler, Noland. Olitski. 
Poons Important figures in 
America's avant-garde. Tue-Sat 
10am-5pm, Sun 2.1 5pm-5pm, ends 
8 Nov, free. Trumplrigron Street 
(01223-332900) 


OPERA 


KETTLE’S YARD Playing With 
Paradox: George Fullard 
1923-1973 Retrospective of the 
prominent Sheffield sculptor Xie-Sat 
l2.30pm-5.30pm. Sun 2pm- 
5.30pm. ends 20 Sept . free. Cas- 
tle Street (01 223-3521 24) 


CARDIFF 

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WALES 
Victorian Visions: From Rossettilo 
Whistler Victorian drawings and 
watercolours. Ends 27 Sept . £4 2 5. 
cones £2.50, family £9.75. 
Princes As Patrons Over 250 works 
from the Royal Collection. Tue-Sun 
I0am-5pm. ends Nov 8. £4 J5.chfld 
& cones £2.50 (to museum) Cathays 
P&ric (01222-397951) ■ • 


Dance 


LONDON 

HAYWARD GALLERY Bruce 
Nauman Retrospective or 
neon-work, film and sound pieces by 
the contemporary American artisL 
Mon-Sun 1 0 am -6pm (Tue & Wed to 
8pm). ends 6 Sept . £5. cones £350. 
Belvedere Road. SEl (0171-960 
4242) BR/G Waterloo. 


NATIONAL GALLERY Venice 
Through Canaletto’s Eyes 
TWentymree paintiugs and drawings 
by the Venetian artist Mon-Sat 
10am-6pm (Wed to 8pm). Sun 
12noon-6pm. ends 11 Oct. free. 
Trafalgar Square. WC2 (0171-839 
3321 ) O Charing Cross. 
Leicester Square. 


ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS 
Critical Mass: Antony Gormley 
Sixty casts of human bodies. Mon- 
Sun all day. ends 30 Sept . free. 
Chagall: Love And The Stage 
Featuring colourful murals made m 
Russia. Mon-Sun 10am-6pm (Sun to 
8.30pm). ends 4 Oct. £6. cones £5. 
NUS £4. child 1 2-1 8 £250. child 8- 
1 1 £1. Burlington House. Piccadil- 
ly. Wl (0171-300 8000/cc 413 
1717) G Green Park/Piccadilly 
Circus. 


Literature 


TATE GALLERY Patrick Heron 
Retrospective of the British artist 
whose work played a nuyor role in 
post-war abstract art Ends 6 Sept . 
£5, cones £3.25. 

Warhol And Beuys: Loans From 
The Froelich Collection Work by 
leading 20tiwxntuiy artists. Ends 20 
Sept , free. 

Art Now 15: Fiona Banner New 
paintings and drawings inspired fay 
popular culture. Opens 3 Sept . ends 
1 Nov free. 

Moonlight And Firelight: 
Watercolours From The Rimer 
Bequest Work exploring Turner’s 
interest in mnnnlffiir and fir elight 
Mon-Sun 10am-5.50pm, ends I? 
Nov. free. Millbank.SW1 (0171-887 
8000) «• Pimlico. 


COMEDY 


NORWICH 

NORWICH CASTLE MUSEUM 
Modern British and European 
Painting c. 1880-1 940 Including 
work by Mannings and Gwen John. 
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm. Sun 2pm- 
5pm. ends 6 Dec. £2.40. cones 
£1 .60. child El .1 0. Castle Meadow 
(01603-223624) 


SAINSBURY CENTRE FOR 
VISUAL ARTS Colour In 
Abstraction And The Abstract 
Book Special display of Abstract and 
Constructivist wink drawn from the 
collection. Tue-Sun 11am-5pm. 
continuing. £2. concs/child £1. 
Earlham Road (01603-593199) 


CLUBS 


PlYMOUTH 

OTY MUSEUM AND ART GALLERY 
Whiter Boddtom Retrospective of 
the Swiss artist Tue-Fri 10am- 
5.30pm. Sat 10am-5pm. ends 7 Nov: 
free. Drake Crcus (01752-668000) 


STIVES 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY Colour In 
Space: Patrick Heron Show 
documenting Britain’s leading artist’s 
public artwork. Ends 18 Oct. 
After Adraga: John Beard Studies 
of a Portuguese cfiB face. Ends I Nov. 
Displays 1997-8 Show focusing on 
the De Stlii group and the contem- 
poraries of Roga - Hilton. Ends 1 Nov. 
The Fragile Ceil: John Wens hunt- 
ings by alesser-known St Ivea artist 
Mon-Sat 1 lam-7pm. Sun 1 1am- 
5pm. ends 1 Nov. £350. cones £2. 
Porthmeor Beach (01736-796226). 


EVENTS 


LONDON 

BLACKHEATH HALLS Kathryn Stott 
The dar lin g pianist in recital 
Today 1pm. £7.50. tones £6. 
Hough/lsserils/Colllns Trios for 
pi a nn . clarinet and cello. Tonight 
8pm. £1 5. cones £1 2.50. Use Rd. SE3 
(0181-463 0100) BR: Blackheath. 


ALTON 

JEWELLERY WITHOUT JEWELS 
Iburing Exhibition questioning the 
need for precious stones and metals 
worn on our bodies. Allen Gallery 
Church Street (01 420-82802) Tue- 
Sat 10am-5pm. ends 1 5 Sept, free. 


ROYAL ALBERT HALL Chicago 
Symphony Orchescra/Barenboim 
Strauss's T£U EulenspiegeL Berg’s 
Three Pieces for Orchestra and 
Tchaikovsky’s 6th Symphony. Tonight 
7pm. £3-£32. 

Choristers or Guildford 
CathedraVBBC Singers Settings 
fay Kodaij; Elgac Szymanowski and 
party. Tonight 10pm. £3 & £9. 
Kensington Gore. SW7 (0171-589 
8212) G High Street Kensington. 


LONDON 

MIND BODY SPIRIT FESTIVAL 
Over 150 exhibitors with natural 
health products and mind expanding 
activities, including tarot readings 
and aura photographs. Alexandra 
Palace wood Green N22 (01 71 -938 
3788) BR: Alexandra Palace. 10am- 
7pm. ends 6 Sept. F6. cones £3. ac- 
companied under 15s free, today art 
tickets half pnee. 


LONDON 

QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL 
Orlando Semi-sta g i n g of Handel's 
opera seria from the Early Opera 
Company. Tonight 7pm. £9-£20. 
South Bank Centre. SEl (0171-960 
4242) BR/G Mforerioo. 


PETER THE GREAT IN ENGLAND. 
1 698: EXHIBITION Documents and 
artefacts about ^ Thar Brier's Eng fish 
adventures during a trip aiming to 
take back to Russia English tech- 
nology. Queen's House. National 
Maritime Museum Pjrk Row 5E10 
(0181-858 4422) BR: Green- 
wich/Maze Hill. Mon-Sun 10am- 
5pm. ends 27 Sept, free with 
museum adm. £5. child £2.50. 
cones £4. family ticket £15. 


MUSIC 


ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL The 
Mikado Gilbert and Sullivan's 
classic in a lavish new production 
from D'Oyiy Carte Opera Company. 
Tonight 7.30pm. E9.50-E27.50. 
South Bank. SEl (0171-9604242) 
BR/e Waterloo. 


Pop 


BEDFORD 

FUZZ TOWNSHEND Off-spin 
big-beat kitsch from the drummer of 
Bentley Rhythm Ace. Esquires 
Bromham Road (01234-340120) 
Tonight 9pm. phone for prices. 


BEXHILL-ON-SEA 
DE LA WARR PAVILION 
Flamenco Express Passionate 
Flamenco with modern influence. . 


Tonight 7.30pm. £7-£B. cones £550. 
Marina (01 42h-78rM9) v r " 


LONDON 

SADLER'S WELLS AT THE 
PEACOCK THEATRE Gty Ballet Of 
London: Triple Bill Rarely 
performed neo-classical works by 
Balanchine and Herezog. and a new 
work by Mark Baldwin. Tonight 
7.30pm. E7.50-E22.50. Portugal 
Street. WC2 (0171-314 8800) 
G Holborn/Temple. 


CASTLE DONINGTON 
OFF THE TRACKS FESTIVAL 
Daily Planet, Edward ll Chervona 
Kalyna, The Dunns, Cathy Bonnet 
Mandragora and more. Park Farm- 
house (0 1 332-3845 1 8/cc 833673) 
Tonight 7.30pm. Sat & Sun 12noon. 
.endsti Sept. £27, 

LONDON 

MISSISSIPPI JOHN L WATSON 
American blues stars plays with his 
eight-piece band. Cafe Glgi 
Wlllesden Green Library Centre 
NW5 (0181-451 0419 ) 0 VWIesden 
Junction. Tonight 9.30pm. free. 
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PLACE THEATRE Gary Lambert: 
Spinner fi The White Room New 
visual works influenced by 1990s 
sub-culture. Tonight 8pm. £10. 
cones £6. Dukes Road. WC1 
(0171-387 0031) O- Fusion. 


GARAG ELAND, THE HANGOVERS 
Melodic grunge from the An tipodean 
stars, with hard racking UK support 
The Garage Highbury Comer N5 
(0171-607 181 8/cc 0171-344 
0044) G Highbury & Islington. 
Tonighr Bpm. £5. 


PRAM. TELElFUNKEN. BROKEN 
DOG Midlands electronics squad 
headline. Upstairs at the Garage 
Highbury Comer N5 (0171-607 
181 8/cc 01 7 1 -344 0044) G High- 
bury & Islington. Tonight 8pm. 
phone for prices. 


LONDON 

1001 NIGHTS: PUNK ROCK GIRLS 
dub night features poet Francesca 
Beard and the screening of Kathy 
Acker Talks ^ Tb^ Williams Burroughs, 
a movie. Global Cafe Golden Square 
Wl (0171-372 2260) G Piccadilly. 
Tonight 7pm-1am. £4. cones £3. 


TUBULAR BELLS 3 The world 
premiere of MBne Oldfield's third TB 
opus. Horseguards Parade Whitehall 
SWI (0990-321321) G Charing 
Cross Tonight 8pm. £25-£30. 


IAIN BANKS & IVOR CUTLER 
Author and poet read from their 
books. Drinks will be served. 
Waterstone’s Bookshop 
(Camden) Camden High Street 
NW1 (0171-284 4948/48 2 3457) 
G Camden Town. Tonight 7pm. 
£2 redeemable against purchase. 


THE DANDY WARHOLS US 
anti-fashion alternative pop outfit 
promote their Come Doum album. 
Shepherd’s Bush Empire 
Shepherd’s Bush Green W12 
(0171-771 2000) G Shepherd’* 
Bush. Tonight 8pm. £9.50. 
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OXFORD ^ 

SLEATER KINNEY Female US 
indie guitar renegades signed to 
Matador. The Point The Plain 
(01865-798794) Tonight 8pm. 
phone for prices. 


OXFORD 

JONGLEURS OXFORD Kevin 
McCarthy -Trie Man With Tte Beard. 
Marcus Brigstocke, Martin Soan, 
Steve Rawfegs. Tonight 7.45pm. 
£70. Hythe Bridge Street (0845- 
6081818) 


PURES5ENCE Jamie Mudriqzkfs 
Mancunian guitar rockers tour a 
new album. Only Forever. The Zo- 
diac Cowley Road (01865-420042) 
Tonight 7pm, £6. 
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MUSIC 

Jazz, World, folk 
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LONDON 

THE COMEDY STORE The Best in 
Stand-Up with American comic Aij 
Barker; Terry Akterton, Harry Hill. 
Ricky Grover and Mark Bill ingh am. 
Tonight 8pm & 12midnight. £12. 
cones £7 late show only. Oxendon 
Street. SWI (01426-914433) 
G Piccadilly Circus. 


BRISTOL 

PETE KAMMONU/B0V WAGHOfW 
QUARTET Piano and sax-led hard 
beg) and beyond. Be-Bop Club at The 
Bear Horweil Road (0117-987 
7796} Tonight 9pm. £4. 
corns £3.50. 


BUDE 

BUDE JAZZ FESTIVAL Trad jaa 


JONGLEURS CAMDEN LOCK John 
Moloney, John Fothergill Kevin 
GOdea, Jack Russell and Matthew 
Hardy- Tonight 8. 1 5pm. £1 2. cones 
£8. Chalk Farm Road. NW1 (0171- 
564 2500) G Camden Town. 


explosion^ with more than 200 five y - 
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events 3H over town. Bude Jazz 
Festival, Festival Office The Cas- 
tle (01288-356360) Ends 5 Sept, 
phone for rimes. Day Stroller £1 1. 


LONDON 

SOUL STATION Latin soul party with 
top percussionist Pete Eckford. 1 00 
Club Oxford Street Wl (0171-636 
0933) G Oxford Circus. Tonight 
7.30pm. £7. mems £6. 


LONDON 

LONDON CALLING AT THE BLUE 
NOTE Featuring Keraistiy And 
Storm, Paul Anderson, Phil Asher 
and Patrick Fbrge. Tonight 10pm- 
5am. ftrkfiekl Street. N I (0171-288 
1 986) G Angel. £10. con cs £8. 


GEORGIE FAME R&B and bop 
vocalist with The Blue FJaniW. 
Ronnie Scott’s Frith Street Wl 
(0171-439 0747) G Leicester 
Square. 9.30pm. ends 12 Sept, 
El 2. mems E4. NUS £8 (Mon-Thu): 
£15. mems £8 (Fri-Sat). 


FRISKY AT THE MINISTRY OF 
SOUND Jazzy M, Nippa and Paul 
Jackson and Mimi (Sonic Mooki. 
Tonight 1 0.30pm-6am. Gaunt Street 
SEl (0171-378 6528) G Elephant 
fi Castle. £1 0. mems E6. 


THE GALLERY AT TURNMILLS 


Did and Carl Clarke. Tonight 
1 0pm -Sam. Clerkenwell Road, EC1 
(0171-250 3409) G Farringdon. 
E10. memVbefore 1 lpm £7. 


DON BRADEN QUARTET Hot MW ■ 
tenor sax prospect from the Slfltw- 
Pizza Express Jazz Club Oea* - 
Street Wl (0171-439 8722) 

G Tottenham Court Road. Tonight 
9pm. £12.50. £ 

DANNY MOSS Veteran jazz and " y 
cabaret saxophonist Pizza on the - 
Park Knlgti abridge SWI (0171* 
235 5273) G Hyde Rark Comer. 

9.1 5pm & 1 1.15pm, ends 5 Sepr, _ 
£18. adv £16. 
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Radio 1 

(97.6- 99£ MHz FM } 

6-30 Kevin Greening and Zoe 
BaJL 9.00 Simon Maya 12.00 Jo 
Whltey. 3-00 Dave Pearca 5.45 
NewsbeaL 6.00 Pete Tongfe 
Essentia] Selection. 9.00 Judge 
Jules. 1100 Wastwood - Radio i 
Rap Show. ZOO Fabfo and 
Grooverider. 400 - 700 Emma a 

Racfio 2 

(88-902 MHz FM ) 

600 Alex Lester. 700 Sarah 
Kennedy. 900 Ken Bruce 1200 
Jimmy Young 200 Ed Stewart 
605 John Dunn. 700 Friday 
Nght Is Music Night See Pick of 
the Day. 800 The Blackpool 
Illuminations. 900 Listen to the 
Band. 1000 David Jacobs. 1000 
Sheridan Morfey. 1205 Charles 
Nova 400 - 600 Jackie Bird 

Radio 3 

(902-92.4MHZ FM ) 

600 On Air. 

900 Master-works, 

10.30 Artist of the Week. 

I tLOO Sound Stories. 

1200 Proms Composers of the 
Week: Eisler and We IK. 

100 Racfio 3 Lunchtime Concert 
200 BBC Proms 9& (R) 

305 Beethoven Variations. 

400 Voices and Viols. 

405 Music Machine. (R) 

500 In Tune. 

700 BBC Proms 9& 

740 Tchaikovsky. Stephen Johnson 
reassesses Tchafcovskyfe greatest 
symphonies in the light of new ideas 
about his life and a new under- 
standing of tale tsarist Russia. 

800 Concert, part 2. Tchaikovsky; 
Symphony No 6 in B minor 
(Pathetique). 

940 Postscript Five conversations 
in which Michael BilBngton talks to 
actors and singers about their 
experiences of playing the same 
character in theatrical and 
operatic productions. 5: Josephine 
Barstow and Katharine 
Schlesinger on Salome (Ft) 

905 German Dances. Music by 
Mozart and Retard Strauss, rducfctg 


r- 


PlCKOF THE DAY 


JANE MCDONALD (right), the 
unlikely star of the BBC’s docu- 
drama The Cruise, in which she 
warbled in front of passen ger s 
and got married (aahl), has 
made an album, which, unbe- 
lievably; succeeded in knocking 
the Beastie Boys off the pop 
chart's No l slot. She her 
radio debut tonight from Black- 
pool's Tbwer Circus in Friday 
Night is Mnsic Night (7pm B2). 


Sentimentality of a different 
sort features in David Bare's 
touching play Saigon - Year of 
the C^(9praR4), set m Vietnam 
in 1974, The war is ostensibly 
over; but the Americans are 
still present, and the mystery 
surroundin g the fall of Saigon 
is echoed in a young English- 
woman's relationship with a 
CIA agent 

FIONA STURGES 



the first waltz sequence from 
Straussh Der RosenkavaBer 1 played 
by the Scottish National Orchestra, 
conducted by Neeme Jam 
KMH> BBC Proms 9a Live from 
the Royal Abort HaH, a late-night 
Prom of choral music from Britain, 
Hungary and Poland. Choristers of 
Gufkffbrd Cathedral, BBC 
Singers/Jane Glover. Britten: Voices 
for Today. Kodaly. Evening; Matra 
Pictures. Elgar: There is sweet mu- 
sic; The Fountain. Szymanowski: 
Kurpian Songs. Parry: Lord, let me 
know mine end (Songs of Farewell). 
14-30 Swinging with Uncle Joa 
12-00 Proms Composer of the 
WOek: Sibelius. (R) 

UDO - 6jOO Through the ('fight 

Radio 4 

(92A-9ABMHz FM ) 

6.00 Today. 

9-00 Desert Island Discs. 

9.45 Afl Points North. 

10.00 NEWS; Worn an Is Hour. 
tLOO NEWS; Chips and Chapattis 
11.30 Babblewick Hall 

12A0 NEWS; You and Yours. 
12-57 Weather. 

-LOO The World at One 
140 The Write Stuft 

2.00 NEWS; The Archers. 

245 Afternoon Play: LagaJ 
Affairs. (R) 

34>0 NEWS; Check Up. 

3410 The Lyrical Ballads. 

3.45 Feedback. 


4410 NEWS; Open Book. 

4.30 The Message 
5410 PM. 

5-57 Weather. 

8-00 Six OOlock News. 

6.30 The News Quiz. 

7410 NEWS; The Archers. 

745 Front Row. What makes a 
writer ItiB off a successfti character? 
Fran cine Stock Investigates. 

7.45 Dear Jayne Browne 'Honest 
Men' by Valerie Georges on. 
Charles Agnew is so widely hailed 
as an honourable man that Jayne 
regards it her solemn duty to 
unmask him. With Jill Balcon, 

Stella Gonet and Hug^i Fraser. 
Director Celia de Wolff (5/5). 

64X1 NEWS; The Commission. Nick 
Ross invites a pand of pubfic fig- 
ures to hear expert evidence on an 
issue of current concern and reach 
practical conclusions to resolve the 
problem. 2: ‘HomefessnessL With 
Professor Anthony King, John Ed- 
monds and Lady Warn ock. 

6.45 Letter from America. Alistair 
Cooke with more Americana. 

9410 NEWS; Friday Play: Saigon 
-Yiaar of the Cat Adapted by James 
Friel from the TV play by David Hare. 
When the Americans withdraw from 
Vietnam, a group of foreigners is left 
behind to face invading troops. With 
Lindsay Duncan, Trevor Martin and 
lyfickVferrrg Director John Dcwa 

S ee Pick of the Day . 

104)0 The World Tonight With 


Robin Lustig. 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: First Leva 
Ivan Turgenew's classic story of ado- 
lescant awakening, translated by 
Isaiah BerSn, read by Nigel Anthony, 
abridged by Doreen EstaK (5/5). 
tLOO Late Tack fa On the bvb of 
the NaflAfest final, erteket-tover Barry 
Norman hosts an hour-long ecfitkxi 
of the sports conversation proffamma 
12410 News. 

124)0 The Lata Book: Tales from 
Ovid. (R) 

12.48 Shipping Forecast 
1410 As World Service 
5410 World News. 

5435 Shipping Forecast 
5.40 Inshore Forecast 
5-45 Prayer for the Day. 

5.47 Leisure Updata 
5-56 - 6410 Weather. 

Radio 4 LW 

(198kHz) 

9.45 - 10410 An Act of Wbrship. 
12410 - 12414 News Headlines; 
Shipping Forecast 544 - 5.57 
Shipping Forecast 

Radio 5 Live 

(693, 909kHz MW) 

6410 Breakfast Programme 

9410 Nicky CampbelL 

12410 The Midday News 

1410 Oldroyd and Ca 

4410 Nationwide 

74)0 News Extra 

7-30 Alan Green's Sportsnight 


Alan Green introduces coverage 
of the nightb live action, inducting 
Tranmere vs Bradford in Division 
One, Halifax vs Hartlepool in Divi- 
sion Three, and the latest from the 
US Open tennis ai Flushing Mead- 
ow. Pius a took ahead to tomorrow^ 
Euro 2000 qualifying game and to 
the NafWest Trophy final at Lord's. 
104)0 Lata Night Live. Insight and 
comment on the day’s big issues 
with Brian Hayes Including Papertaft, 
1030 sport round-up, 1100 the late 
night news, and 1115 The Financial 
World Tonight 

1.00 Up All Night 
54)0 - 6.00 Morning Reports. 

Classic FM . 

(1000-1015 MHz FM ) 

6.00 Nick Bailey. 6.00 Henry 
Kelly. 124)0 Requests. 2410 Con 
certa 3410 Michael Mappin. 6-30 
Newsnight 7410 Smooth Classics 
at Seven. 9410 Evening Concert 
tLOO Alan Mam. 2410 Con certa 

3.00 - 6410 Mark Griffiths. 

Virgin Radio 

(1215, TS7-1260kHz MW D58MHZ FM 
640 Chris Evans. 9430 Bobby 
Hain. 1410 Mck Abbot 44X1 Mark 
Forrest 7410 Johnny Boyfe Wheels 
of Steel tLOO James Merritt 
2410 - 6410 Howard Pearce 

World Service 

(198kHz LW ) 

1-00 Newsdesk. 1.30 From the 
Weekfles. L45 Britain Today. 

2410 Newsdesk. 2.30 Stories 
from the Afterlife. 2-45 Short Sto- 
ry. 3410 Newsday. 3.30 Crime 
and Punishment 4410 World 
News. 4415 World Business Re- 
port 445 Sports Roundup 4410 
Weekend. 5-00 Newsday. 5J30 
Outlook. 5.55 - 6410 Spotfight 

Talk Radio 

7.00 BUI Overton and Kirsty 
Young. 9410 Scott Chisholm. 

11410 Lorraine Kelly. LOO Anna 
Raeburn. 34)0 Tommy Boyd. 

54)0 Peter Deeley. 7.00 Nick - 
Abbot 10.00 Mike Allen. 2.00 - 

6.00 Mike Dickin. 


Satellite and Cable 


"L6*irf 
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Sky Movies Screen f 

630 Fferewel lotto Planet of toe Apes 

(SW) (602Z7B1) TAS Desperate* 

(930W71J. SLOO The Wind ri the VWkwvs . 
(•996) (B8384) 1UW My GKSst Dog (OS?) 
(63297). tOO Fferawol to Vie Planet of the 
Apes (1974) (6210C) 330 Jotsons: The 
Movie (®9q (36758) 500 My Ghost Dog 
(1937) (7881Q) 700 TtoWndto the VWows 
r (®96) (73433) SlOO Notional Lampoon!* 

L Da* Wtek Off (006) (40040487) 10u45 
? MgrityAphnxto (1996) SeePfc*afff»Oay 
(T7767TO4) 12-20 Out for Justice (091) 
(108969) 155 Salomefe Last Dance (068) 

• (M35388) a»- 600 People Next Door 
(1996) (31455834) 

Sky Movies Screen 2 
630 Tto Ascent (©9qp«T7) 630 The 
Skateboard Kid 2 (S95) (4662) tOOO 
What Love Sees (B9Q (90520). 1200 Kid 

• Cop (1986) £0013) 200 TheStateboard 
Kkl 2 (095) (39433) *30 Wh* Loire Se« 
(008) (8618) 630 Beastmasteriiitol^ 

Of Braxus (©95) (B502B384)Z4O UKTbp 
Tan {B49M2) 800 Outrage (007) 

1030 Bate Wire (096) (353855) tt-40 
Crosscut (19069 064568) 130 Summer at 
Fear (1996) (60501) 205 White Angel 
(093) (199698) 435 - 605 KB Oop (099 
(6338501). 

Sky M ovies GoM 

400 She Wore a \Mcw RJbbon (S4G) 
(000655) 630 Utte Monsters (««& 
0089758) 600 The War d the Boses 
(1989) (2968075) WOO A Kbs Betas Dytog 
( 091 ) ( 9255907 ) 1200 Vltoridng GW (I98S0 
(9232563) 200 Badge of the Assassin 
(085) (2406785) 3-35 Crossfire* (047) 
^(370358$. 500 Ctose 

800 A-Team (7267100) 900 Bad Stories 
of Ihe Hghway Patrol (3B0365) 900 Cope 
(4716029) ttOO The Basement (B23S907) 
4630 Red Shoe Diaries $£344655) HO0 
Bkn: Bravo Babes: The Ftaffle (094) 
jCtOiq) too Beverly HBs Bordeto 
(780143) 130 Flm: "ftoma: Space ZOmtte 


PICK of the Day 


i •--V:’ nr-'- ' " '** 

HELENA.- BONHAM CARTER 
(right) used to be seen as the 
queen of the corset but her 
sharp performance in Woody 
Allen’s Mighty Aphrodite 
(10.45pm Shy Movies Screen 
1 } did much to dispel that image. 
She plays a woman who, with 
her husband (Allen), decides to. 
adopt a boy. As a .Greek chorus 
tells us, things start to gp wrong 
as she becomes interested in a 
smoothie work colleague (Peter 
Weller), and he gets embroiled 


in trying tn tract doWn the boy’s: 
birth-mother Believing him to 
be a genius, the Allen character 
is shocked to find out that the 
child’s mother is in feet a booker 
(Oscar-Winning Mira Sorvino). 
Adrenalin Rush Hour! UOpm 
Discovery) swims along beside 
a project that is attempting 
to protect sharks from human 
hunters and safeguard their 
essential role in the marine 
environment 

James Hampton 



Mi sK 


(73HB21) 430 Bewriy Hte Bordeto 
(7261414) 430 Helen Stripping Housawtves 
(7178306) &00 Basement (3330414) &30 - 
6 j 00 Freaky Stories (1629637) 

Discovery C to wd 
4 jD 0 RmHun&Rshing Adventures 


SOO Retina P 295297 ) 5 J» Jurasaca I 

(204610$ GjOO WWWb SOS p0420t3) 

6-30 | 


*»?;:• 


OJS VVbrid (203954^ atoO Lonefyr planet , 
(7247346) SlOO Medea! Detectives 
(363839) 0 l 30 Madfcal Detectives 
(461807^. IOuOO Ai*enaH Hucti Hour\ 
Sharic Huntara- See Pick of the Day 
(7260297) 1100 Tha Century of WErtre 
(718320). 12 j 00 Flghtine (6679132) 1230 
Ibp Marquos (56&66S6) UOO Mbdteal De- 
tactivea (7WJ389) tao Madcal Datecttrea 
(4271292) 2 jOO Cbm 
Sky 1 

8410 Tatooed Tbenaga Alan Ftfwre from 
Bawdy Hfe (B9«S4. 630 Street Shari® 
(68433) 9b00 GarfiaH and Friends (8201$. 
9130 The Srrpscns (94346) «J»0 Games 
Wbrid (267900) 1045 Games Wfarid 
(36696369. 10J0 Just Kttirio (58297) 
«UOO The New Adventures of Supaman 
(97384) 1 Z 00 Manfed vvlto CHUren 
(79648). tSLSO M*A*Sm (7177520) 12-55 
The Special K Detection (81759655) 1410 
Geraldo (3S227E9 US Ths Spedai K Cof- 
teetbn pi92re0^. 2 jOO Saly Jessy 

Raphael C152t15e) 2^5 The SpeddK Col- 
lection (9296075) 34)0 Jamy Jcnes 
(489654Q. 3JE5 The Special K CoMcSon 
f07K6B) 44» The Oprah Winfrey Show 
(9442E9 ShO Star Trek: Deep Space Mne 
(438^) 6410 Manted vrifii ChBdren (7181) 
6JO Friends (8433) TOO The Slmpscre 
(50Q e30 The Stnp80n8 (4617) 841 0 The 
Srnpaona (im 6J30 The Sbipeons pi2^ 
94» Vtekw. -ftwas Rapger (4MS2) KU» 
CflpS (7Q27S) Cops (89926) ItM 
friends (44984) 1130 Star Trek: Deep 


Space Nhe {52723) -124)0 No where Man 
(3653) 14)0 - ZOO Lung Play (7078259) 

Sky Sports 1 

ZOO Sky Sports Centre (1338425) B5 
Sam international Rxl 695723) 835 Sky 
Sports Centre (5304467) &30 Racing 
Newe (34365) 9U00 Aerobbs - Oz Style 
(256f7) &30 Trans Wbrid Sport (76758) 
1030 Euro Tbur Gotf - Canon Bropaan 
Masters (96907) 12J0 Aerobics - OzStyte 
(61907) too Formula Three Racing (28278) 
130 Stovjumping Gnand MX 98 f3Q27E) 
2410 Ti^Tt Lines p4346) 34)0 EuoTbir 
Goff - C^xxt Euopem Masters (B5094) 
54M Fbolbal League Review §5891) 530 
What a Wtatend (934C) BJDO Sky Sports 
Centre (7992£9 zoo Super League 
(B2394€) 9-30 Wtorid Wreslkig Federation 
Raw (12022) 1130 Sky Sports Centra 
(76346) cum Hold the Back Page (53W7) 
130 Wbrid Wrsstkig Federate! Ftew 
(B5S34) 330 Super League (2/232) 530 * 
BjOO Gfcde Wald Sport Special (B1855) 
Sky Sports 2 

ZOO AfifObks - Oz Slyte (75S6346) Z30 
Sky Sports Centra p27B094) Z45 Racing 
News (8Sre»2) 8J5 FonnulB Three Racing 
(5476926) BAS Sky Sports Centre 
(KX»«5. ObOOShowfjrpiig Grand FVix 98 
(£47891) 830 Fbolbal League Review 
S290094) MUM) What a VWehend 
p462907)1030Ttf4 lines (4983K) 
tfc30 Rebel TV (9474033) 12410 The Ftog- 
t^Oub (927DBT7) LOO Footfaal Learie R&- 
Vtew (7555617) 130 What a Weekend 


(32B3181).24W Term Fad cup (469668) 
44W Glelte Wbrid Sport Special (4344«2) 
440 The Rugby Ctob (B90471) 530 teode 
the Senior PGA Tbir (4384926) G4W WU 
Sprts (4381838) 630 Momtski BMeTbu-- 
Brffish Mcxrtah Btes (4345091) ZOO Friday 
Fbolbal HaRax v HarHepool (565272^ 
1000 Bio Tbir Goff- Canon Exnopean 
Masters (7708549) 1230 Tfenris (5730655) 
400 Sky Sports Centre (3806380) 500 
WU Spirits (1394747) 540 - 64)0 Mountain 
Bto loir -British Mountain Bias (7213306) 

Sky Sports 3 

124)0 Sam htemationaf Pool (2679471) 
100 toside Ihe PGA Tour (32379461) 130 
RebeiTV (21688907) 200 Bobby Charitoriis 
FtDCttjal Scrapbook (6T346K35) 3-30 
Sho wj jmpng Grand Prix 98 PI635Q28). 
400 Thnnis (17205826) 1000 HoUthB 
Bade Page (98732471) 114)0 Giette Wbrid 
Sport Spedal £5494346) -K30 Mouiteh 
Bhe Tbir - Briflsh Mantain Btes 
(4909962) 1200 Close. 

Burosport 

Z30 Offroad p2810) 830 Mountain Bte 
(29432) 9u00 XIrerne Sports (55617) 104W 
Canoang (55722) 124)0 Motorcydng 
(4014520 300 Canoeing (35998^ 5JS 
Triathlon (6H60E) «UB Motorpyclng 
(38463Q. ZOO FootbaB (2033) Z30 Fbot- 
bal (177t2) 94)0' Boxing (4796S) 104)0 Mo- 
torcydrio (D36E) 1130 Xtreme Spans 
(902) 12-30 Ctose 

UK Gold 

ZOO Crossroads (72t175£)Z30Neigh- 


bous (X267E) Z55 EastBvtars (47937)2) 
BOO The Bi (8238094) SjOO The B9 
$229346) 900 Bergarac (734266)10^0 
The Suivans (8321758) tLOO Dabs 
$364278) 1155 Neiehbbus^MSOTfr ~ 
'“12485' EastEncters p8464a)’lOO'Al'Crra- 
tajesOaatandSma5(462645E)24)OOai- 
bs (5213968) 24)5 The Bl (8399754 3^5 
The Bi (424309^ 3^5 Bergerac (1S5907). 
4J5 Ea^Enders P686988) 5J0 Angeb 
(212775E) BOO AI Crasbree Greet and 
Smal f!61306£) TOO The Comedy ABema- 
1lve:DorrtWbttUp(B417B1)Z40TheCDnv 
edy Altemafive: Dacfe Army (2196075) B20 
The Comedy AitemBtlvB: Some Mothers Do 
Are Em (4890669) 94)0 Whatever Hap- 
pened to tie LKety Lads? (3905181) 9 l 40 
ROider P380254S) «45 RMng Damp 
(B8029BE) 1L2D The Bi (6734847) 1LS0 
Tha BB (2793487) 1200 The Man from 
Auntie (6454495) 1205 Flm: Homer and 
Edda (©69) (9942327)2*5 - ZOO Shop- 
ping at Mght (B8O430O) 

Living 

BOO Tty Livtog (3271839) 900 ^jeotel 
Bafatea (8476636) 5JO Beyond BaSat Fact 
or Fiction (7508163) 104)0 Jerry Springer 
(S802B9I) 1000 Ftotonda (58289BE) 1L40 
The Herf Is On (39206100) 1210 Jknmyb 
(27S872E) 12-45 Rescue 911 (528082)115 
Ready Steady, Cook (4462520) L50 Carrt 
Cook, Wbrft Cook (13782306) 2^0 Living H 
Upl ^968487)3480 Roionda (9991704) 

440 IbrrpQEtt (B585471) 5 j 00 Ready 
Steady, Cook (IB19B68) 535 Carft Cook, 
Wbnt Cook (5551891) 6J0 Jerry Spitoger 
(60TO33) ZOO RBSCUSSn (9161162) Z30 
Beyond Betef. Fart or Fiction (9613758) 
BOO Muder Cal (0068020) BOO Fans In 
My Daughter^ Name (1992) (2965988) 

UOO The Sex Res (B97t365) 124)0 

Cfcsa 

TMT 

9uOOWCWhBroonTNT(2Q59S28)1L30 
FBras UrmtasaUea: The Adventues of 
RoUn Hood (ISQ^ P3Q2433) US FteK 
Ht Man (1972) (2063369®. 24MS FBne 
Mutiny on the Barity* (83S) (59648124) 
54)0 Ctose. 

Pryamourt Comedy Channel 

ZOO Roseame p297) 130 Cosby (73ffi) 
84M (tece under Re pB17) B30 Spin 
City (J452) 94)0 Elen (4243$. &30 Seitv 
fekt (7202) 104)0 Jbck Dee Uve at toe Pal- 
bciuni (9425465) 1«5 Lancelot la* Secret 
Chimp (175346) H30 The Larry Sanders 
Show (53833) tOO Saudsy Uve 
(73501) 200 Dr Katz (46394) 230 Soap 
(88921) 300 The Kkb in the Hal (G056) 
300 Mghtstand pssTT) 44» Ctosa 


RF.oioNAL Television Variations 


BBC 

N bvland A$ BBCl London except 
&30-74M) Newsline 630 

Scotland As BflCI London BWpC^ 
BOO News &30 - Y 4 X) ReporttogScot- 
land; Weather 8430 - 0-0®™^. 

aSESfflSKSSSS- 

the Apes 14)5 «*So BBC News 24 

WWea As BBC 1 London ' 

700 Wales Tbday 10-20 Internsroonai 
Soccer Vfeleav Italy - 
Greystoke: the Legend of Wn or 

the Apes H5 Fkn: Percy 2-55 • «H) 
Joins BBC News 2* 

econd 

(33182) t30 Home in me Coudnr 
Shorltand Stiver v=» 

^^24M) ClubaVteiori^TOffl) 

ZA5 Flm: Pair Of Aees (5682m) 435 


ITV Mghtscreen (5»4365€) 54)0 Corona- 
tion Street (95037) 

530 Shorttend 

News: Vfeaflw (536^0) 84» Heart of 
the Country 

and Waather »M5^. 

WM< Lifekie (419365) 1030 Central 
News, lAteteher aret TraveilJpdate; 

fO jSO Central Weekend Uve 
, 1240 TSJes from the Derkskle 

i. 3JS0 J ubfi nder (550026S) 

530 Asian ByV (958836C) 

HTVWf— 

As Cwtton excopc Vu5 ire 
OT568) 1245 HTV News 
„ 14)0 The Dresdng Up Show 
130 Home h me Couray 
. 24)0 The Jerry Springer Show 
2 j 49 Whafe My Una? 
KUO HTV NWm£ 898384) 
SjoACorntry Racfce ®77ffi17) €L®0 
r »> ;hnh raBB w2549) 035 WbiesTbnlght 
- tojSo News; Waoten d wtesaher 
,*1030 HTV N0WS (314043) *L45 
rMartimt Seen* fix the MgWsteter 


, 1235 Nash Bridoes 
130 Sfl in Bed%M6<fiYier 
. 24)0 Qubaviston MT77563) 
2L45 FkntPak Of Aces (5662P) 4-35. 
ITV Mghtscreen (31043650)54)0 
Coronation Street ^037) 

HTV Meat 

As HTV Wa l es eac cep fa 14)0 Retathre 
Knowtedge (33182) 2 j 45 Garden 
Calendar from the National Amatteuf 

^^vSSher The West 

“ ‘ ;(B7) «35 The Wtist Story 
. H45 Renegade (330433) 

Meridian 

As Carlton aac capti mas This 
Morning (273568) 1245 MarfcSan News 
and Weather (2554182) 14)0 Shodland 
StiBM (3318A L30 Home in iha Country 
(56467) 24M The Jerry Springer Show 
(342309^ 235 Dohg It Up fSW568) 
330 Meridan News and WBSther 
(5896384) 540 Catehphrase (9773617) 
&riO News; VWather (53692C) 04M) 
Merkfian TOnlgra (B8907) 1030 Meridan 
News and VWather (39043E) -RL40 Get 

Real (772020) «40 Members r 
(764QM tL40 Mdnfcn Calar i 
1235 Nash Bridges {2805230) 130 i 
fit Bed with Medhner 05258) 24)0 


CUW vision M777563) 2-45 Fam: Rakof 
Aces (566241) 435 ITV Mghtscreen 


W ests nun try 

As Carfton except: 1045 This 
Morning (273568) 1245 Wfestoxntry 
News P554162) 1237 ttuihatlons 
(4022568) 14)0 Special Babies (33162) 
235 VWstoouitry Update (303568) 330 
wtwtabuntry News P898384) 540 
Cato h phras e (377a6ff) SAO News; 
Wbather (538920 04)0 Wtesteointry Uve 
. 104)0 News; Weekend Weather 
. 1030 Wbstoountry News 
, 10415 The View from Here 
(33236E&. 1L45 Fraride Howard at Hs 
Tlnsrmost (B32»33) 1235 Nash Bridges 
(28Q52SQ) 130 StB to Bed wim Medkiner 
(75259) 24W CtobeWskXl (*777563) 

235 RIti: Patr of Aces (566211) 435 
ITV MgMscrew (91043650) 54X) 
Corenmfan Street (K037) 

Vbtfc a h l ra 

As Carlton aaeapt: 14)0 Home tolhe 
country B4278471) 135 The Jerry 
Springer Show (3866839) 23) 

Emmerdale (4945B1) 2-45 Quayside 
(303566) 540 Csachphrase tpTTSBff). 
SAO News Vfeakand Vfeatherj334452) 
535 Calendar (212098) 630 Toright 


(87) 1030 Calendar News and Weather 
(390433)1030 Fam: “Wight Zone -the 
Movia (KS09549) 

Tyne Tees 

is Ybrkshke except:. 535 North 
East weather (©5988) 64)0 Norm east 
Tonight (68907) 

S4C 

As ChMiiwi 4 except: 1230 Hsmpy 
Days (34227297) 14» Slot Mflithrto: Ty 
Rhys a Tbmos v Thnc (84®r») 130 
Cofectoftf Lot 0634627a 130 -330 
Flm: Thke Me Out to the Bal Game 
(81994839) 430 Monte! WBams 
(68205433) SJOO SPixrp: Ltedrith March 
Y Uoer (3^1027^. 530 Countdown 
64)0 Newyddon 6 
. 640 Hero (89140926) 74)0 
I y Cimi P5984365) 735 Y Ctwb 
Ryqbi (37611365) BJX) Gar am Alt 
(^ 709^2) B30 NewydCfion (39728297) 
94M) Frasier (3886607) 930 Friends 
(342DH33) IOuOO Brookslde Q5583297) 
1035 Frastef {86M6029)it& South 
Rark (5800509) «35 TH Friday 
.(19813177)1235 Fin: The Sate*: Rtes 
Of Drecute S648935CI 230 Film: Mark 
of the Vampire* ©S3367IA330 me 
The Mad Gertus^ (7943SCfli 435 Ctoee. 
535 hsaktons (71770037) 


Chess 

JON SPEELMAJM 


THERE WERE a variety of events 
last Bank Holiday weekend, with 
hundreds of players across the 
country, including a gallery of the 
usual suspects in pursuit of lucre. 

The 34th Berks and Bucks Con- 
gress had more than 100 players in 


won by the Fide master M Simon 
Williams (Earnham) on 4/5. He was 
followed by 17-year-old JP Coition 
and JH Hodgson (not grandmaster 
Julian Hodgson, but the man who 
snmp limes mistakenly gets tn shar p 
his international rating points) on 
3.5. Williams was also victorious in 
the lightning tournament 

More than 150 battled it out in 
Hereford. The Open section was 
won by the international master 
Matthew Turner with 4‘- out of 5, 
ahead of Peter \ferley and brothers 
Charles and James Cobb on 4. 

But the biggest turn-out was in 
Charte# the first event in the North- 
ern Counties Chess Union Cente- 
nary year Grand Prix, where they 
just topped 200. Mike Surtees 
(Bolton) caught up with Ben Hague 
(Rochdale) by beating him in the 
final round to share first in the Open 
on 5 out of 6. Third prize was 
shared between 0 Jackson 
(Cheshire), H Lamb (Bolton) and R 
Palliser (Hull) cat 4>-» 

In his round four victory the co- 
winner was White against a marked- 
ly higher-rated opponent In an 
effort to sow confusion, Lund, who 
in any case has an eccentric open- 
ing repertoire, pushed his luck to the 




ml 





■'4 


-4 

',r : £& 

aiffi':. 

;# .-H3? 


limit and beyond. In the diagram, 
Blade can’t capture 20. . .exf4 in view 
of 2l.Qd4 forking the two black 
rooks. The final position is total car- 
nage. After 26. . .Kh8 27 Qd4 NcS 28 
Nxd7!Bxd7 29 e6+ Kh7 30 exdT 
would win even more materiaL 

White: Ben Hague 
Black: Bret Lund 
Choriey 1998 


1 e4 c5 

15 Ne3 Bc5 

2d4e6 

16 Ng4 Qg5 

3 Nf3 a6 

17 b4cxb3 

4c3b5 

18 Nxb3 Rea? 

5 Bd3 Bb7 

19 Nxc5 Rxca 

6 .0-0 NfC 

20 f4! see 

7 Bg5 h6 

diagram Qe7 

SBxfBQxfB 

21 fice5 Rc4 

9 Nbd2 Qd8 

22 d6 Qg5 

I0a4c4 

23 Ba2 0-0 

11 Bbl Nc6 

24 .Bxc4 bxc4 

12 d5 Na7? 

25 Rbl Bc6 

13 Nd4e5 

26 Nils 4- 

MNfigfi 

Black resigned 


jspeelman@compuserve.com 


Bridge 

ALAN HIRON 


THE HURLY-BURLY of rubber 
bridge brings strange decisions 
and equally bizarre results. Con- 
sider this deal- South opened One 
No-trumps (12-14 points), West 
rather timidly passed (for; appar- 
ently, Two Clubs would have been 
conventional) and North bid Two 
Diamonds - a transfer to hearts. 
Making up for his partner’s cau- 
tion, East (who hates to be left out 
of any auction) doubled. 

While this showed diamonds, 
this really seemed a futile ges- 
ture. With a passed partner he 
had little chance of buying the con- 
tract and he did not particularly 
-tfanf-a diamond-lead." South bid' 
'^o"ftea^ T (promismg at least 
three cards in the suit, as he would 11 
have passed with only two) and 
West bid Three Diamonds. North 
raised to Three Hearts and, after 
two passes, West went on to Four 
Diamonds. Now North, who had 
judged his hand to be worth about 
Three and a half Hearts, bid game 
and West (affronted) doubled 

After the lead of OK declarer 
had problems. What had West 
doubled on? High cards or a 
trump stack? How should the 
hearts be tackled? His eventual 
decision to lead low from hand 
and finesse S’ 9 seemed to have 
worked badly when East won with 


Love all; dealer South 
North 
4J43 
VAJ9S43 
07 

*K83 

West East 

496 4Q1082 

<?K2 0>O10 

OK O 6 2 OJ 109 843 

4AQ1092 *5 

South 
4AK75 
«?765 
0A5 
4J764 


the 10. Why East did not return his 
singleton dub at this point is a 
mystery (it would have led to 
immediate defeat) but, judging 
incorrectly that the defence need- 
ed tricks in spades, he switched 
disastrously to 42. Holding his 
breath. South let this run to 
dummy's jack and now, with 
and foiling together; he need- 
ed only to find West with 4 A 
Now could South always have 
made his contract? I shall come 
back to this band in a few days' 
time. Watch this space! 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 


No3707 Friday 4 September 



ACROSS 

1 Football supporter (3) 

3 State of agitation (5) 

7 Break (8) 

8 Adjoin (4) 

9 Sofvins of scientific problem, 

10 Selfcentredness (6) 

12 Fate (6) 

14 Chinese dish (5-3-4) 

18 Italian currency (4) 

19 0(B) 

20 Pool of money (5) 

21 Raincoat (3) 


DOWN 

1 Arsonist (7) 

2 Mother-of-pearl (5) 

3 Dentition (5) 

4 Ardent (7) 

5 Youthfol (5) 

6 Pretentious rubbish (6) 

11 Imprecise (7) 

12 Abduct (6) 

13 Unpredictable (7) 

15 Beat eggs etc (5) 

16 Monastciy (5) 

17 Rope fibres (5) 


Sotattu to yes terda y's Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS; 1 Chock. 4 lsk (Choc-ices), B Memento, 9 Drake, 10 Gear, 11 CSear-cm, 12 
Indwitlralist. 15 Infected. 17 Epic, 2D Learn. 21 BaBooa 22 Rely. 23 Eases. DOWN: J COm- 
naiMl, 2 Owns. 3 Knowledgeable. 4 Indiana, 5 Isaac. 6 Smug, 7 Sactei, 12 Icicle, 13 Va. 
cancy. 14 hapoos. 16 Frame. IS Rod, 19 Phis. 
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